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S " An Interview With William ¥. Ross,
SEPL) Route f2, Proctor, Ousluhom:,
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I live in Puspkiz Hollow‘abou% fift~en miles dus
east of Tahleqsh. My father was a son of A}len Rosa,
who .wes a so. of Chief }ZEE Ross; Father's mother was
Jennie Fields. My grendfather, Allen Ross bought the
house where we were sll bora and ;edrcd a~hulf il le south':
a.d t;c miles and & half west .of Tablemah, from an )ld ; ?”
Ssttler Cherokee ¢f the nume of Copelwund. Allén Rose' |
gave this house to his son, kobert B. Ross, who reared’
nis faily there, and his “youngest son,  Robert B. Ross,
filed on the plucelgnd ther e 30ld it Lo 1y vrother,
Rufus D, Ross, who still uwia it and lives on it. ‘

My fathor was & Union s0ldisr in the{Civil War,
and served in the Third Indian Hoge-Guard aud was‘é‘firét
é;rgeant in the bagtle of Pea Ridge, §rkansaé,'audialso
iq the battle of Cabin~0reak;

M&-father waé preéeut with his grandfatheg,Chiétg

John Ross, when he died in %ashington on August 1, 1866,

»
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Satarday, Me, 10, 1930,. and on ihe A

evenirg of May 12,

1630, puseed mvay without a strugsle

at the age of eighty-Clve years. .

T a Willian ¥, Ross, Ire.,the secind son ¢f Robert
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-Bo Ross and Fama{e Thornton Ross,sad I was born May 29,

1871, educated -
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Tahlejuuh, una graduateld an Dscember 19, 1890, in the

alase with Alvexnt Sldae - 'Trly, vl Tonn aleb Starre
b

I. was appoiated tex-v»r far the fhaernkee Orphan
~

Agylws b 1997, cpptit A n odeptdr sheriff of Tahleydab
Distriet in 1772, »orved siX Te:rs under Shrriff T P.

P

Pairis, Ghur;eslﬂr?ntor, nd Leosard Tillinms, was

elagted ol v .7 t\é “Shers: ée Cogn"l] in NovembPer, 1898, '
Electeld ime.iwner uQ:T%P Chorokee Cogr;il 1902 /was

appulabss st T agtmacter 1005 erd was raTried to

tdar: 2, T oore ob ¥ nue AT ade AN il r”ﬁ 100‘3 lested/ G;t‘and

Chancellor of 11t _hte 7 Prdhins Grajﬂ LA9ee 1906-07,

%was n.vha; e ﬁhﬂnd;?lﬂr “t the congn idstion of the
Graad Lodces 7 Tad' .1 Terrls v i Oklehoma Territory
at Shawsec la iy, 1907, . j

‘ M, #ife ini I hive reir-d flve chgl?rén, thres
deughters ¢4 0 87us, 811 living. One daughter is in
hospital triinive {1 Arizona, one in .the Governmenv
Indian Schosl service at San.u-Fe, New Vexico, the third
glrl is married.und living in Middle~town, New York; she
is Mrs. Douglas K. Xeyér; Qur two sons at hcméfgttending

schqol at the Northeastern State Teamchers College. If
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I could I wﬁulé like to live agaiﬂ as I did when a boy
for our land was new- and the gﬂqntry new and opportun-
1tles were many. The land produced bountiful erépsb
and the law enfofﬁemant/wﬂs much bgtter, We had né
Governor to pardon cold-biocoded murdérérs, we never
worri sl about taxese, altﬁouph we supported our Govern-
ment with our tribal funds. e indians certainly made
a serinus mistake wh?n we allott;d our lands, &nd did’

< T

awsy with our own 11ws.

-

Father was a member qf the Cherokee Ooun~il a-d

Sy
Rt N e

Senate, Sheriff of the Tahlequah Distrie: % 1875,
Su§e~1ntandent of the Cherokee Méle Seminaxy in 1480?
a8 delegats to wﬁahingtoﬁ'iﬁ 1786 , Cherokes ‘I'reasurer
for two terms. He is buried in 118 Ross qémetery in
Park Hill.

One mors incident I want to mention; abouﬁ the yeﬁp
of 18¢t or 97 my father was living in Park Fill, Indian’
:Tevritéry,gnd he waélin Tull possession of the veads
that represented the National Indien Gode. ™is national

code was a language written only by theke beads. The
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arrangemant'of the.é beuds wa%B this. The& vore bone

beads strung on‘huckskin or flax threaés and reserhled’

a lorge and wide beit.; These code belts range in X ’
leugth from atout thres feet to six feet and are sbhout

T.o:ir inches o about fonrteen inohes wide. The pame

(4

of theze Nationgl\fij;;j/@ode Bead Belts is Wampum.
These veads silide up>&hda dawn on these threads and -

L3

a.ve wapv dififerert colors. ‘The colors are very heautiful.
It o SLg0 9T 9 8mAd 18 Yo be written, beads of 2 cartain
culur ars opulled or erouped tppether, s0 23 to make a
cortain siva or shape, and Af rq@ivae mar r@an 2 whnle
seataude, when intetpretaa.
about the.yeaf of'1896-97 a certgin'mesq%pger named
anderson Gritts rode up to my father's rard; this messe n~-
ger w's seat by Redbird~S ith. He was invited %o pat off
Ry .
his pony and aome in, and|ild so, -nd ~fter eating susper
wi bie the famiiy he revealsa hia mission, which was this:h

-

The chiefs of other tribes hrd e¢ortmanicnted with Redbird

Suith or with andsrson Gritts in regrrd to the Wampum
and such communications had resulted in the agreement

of all to meet at one Grend Fire Souncil on top of the

N -
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at fhit ir.otlag, su therslure wnderson Gritts hud been
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# returs bL.a ver, salu ye
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I» tarn toou 91 tue code Lell Or  Wampum osits, the -
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T0l10w:n: 0 ngrend 5 Jeiier Lo see thew returnad very
safely: Sun smith, andersgoen o 1lts, ned :lackfoy, John

Switiy, bLave teculra, wuve rugkrat and wotf Coon, ena s0

these Viampum bLelits ware curriea e2wayv nevar to be ree

turned whidh Lo Lef caured some irounie vatween us
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Indiens, bat my fuwvner stopped tt.hefore 1t pecane too
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seriouc. .
‘the peate pipe wnicn they carried swny 1s made of

?
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‘a block of Georgié pipestone, Having & stem about twenty-

.



-

ROSS, YILLLAK Ve INTERVLIEL. , 13672,

-? L d o~ .

P

2

.

four incaes long maae -1 1lceory wnd the bowl of this
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Peace Pipe holds about o . plot of tubacco. The pipe
- D ~ : ' ’
had & four Tool stauc witu & hole in the Top 80 that

the sharyp shkuped bdtion of this large pipe fits down
1uto tnié hole s0 that the Indian chiefs could stand

in a zircle arcuad tlds stund and after uvne had tiden
g ‘ceviain awsber of pulls titen all he did .as just to
S 4
push the sten of the pipe L0 the next-man but the bowl
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