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An Interview With William W. Ross,
Route $2, Proctor4 O

I l ive in Punpkla Hollow auoat fifteen miles due

east of Tahlecjiah. Ifc father was a son of Allen Boss,

^ho ,v?as a so.i of'Chief John ROSB; Father ' s cottier was

Jennie' Fie lds , My grandfather, Allan Ross, bought the '

house «?here we were a l l bora and reared a hulf irdle south

a.;d two ftiles n:i& & half west of Tahlequah, from an old

Se t t l e r Oherokee of the name of Copeli-md. Allen Host

gave th is house to his sou, Robert D. Ross, who reared'

his fa.ii.ly there,, and b is youngest sGn,- Robert B. Ross,

fi led on the place uA then lie sold i t to uy broth,er,

Rufus D, RosS) vfho s t i l l owns i t and iivea on i t .

My fathar was a Union soldiiX in the Civil War,

and served in the Third Indian Hoaia-Guard and was a f i r s t

Sergeant in the ba t t l e of Pea Ridge, Arkansas, aad also

ia the ba t t l e of Cabin-Creek,.

My- father was present with M s grandfather, Chiefs

John Ross, when he died ' in Washington on August 1, 1866,
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r>ni ~ftpr t'11 s "Father returned t\> T'ihle [U»h tmd married

Do a er.her ?5, rv>7. "-lo rc i r^d liiio chi ldren of h i s o.r-i

nnd g;n?e ho 9̂*5 tf. V > r-t->. i JI;/ !•: c'iilu'JoJ..'

Father 'Hid nr^tfcy noarl, •eir'?ru' office la the

Cherokee JIati )n d u r i n ; h i s 1 i '^ t i o, -'•"cryi, ^hiaf;

Father v<"o:^'''ipr l;:t-;d :iatr rvs^er In ^u^iist ,1395,a id»'ro- f

raain«s.\ ir. t h i s y f v i e t r . t l 1 1303: J:othor and FQths^

lived •fi-'^t':-•!' * »• ;I yt/-thiMft v e u ' s ;

Father wa" -.nvitod a.id >io'reA^\ -an invlt^ ' . iori to

coGie to Ro SYil l^ , GoiT-injO.n March Jil, 1030, to u*iv«ll

a nnrker'er.^tr.H1 \ the D/A.B. t.' the ~<»«s L<r-:uvii,t;—

runrkinr t-ie ^ l -^e vA)fc>re JfSr\ C, L ia -5-0Ji£ 2p^J -t 'd t>if>

f i r s t " !*Hinn s t a re in 1315. H^ -"-tt.ri, t; fj'a:: Georgia

at 'Pr.rl; Hi l l ->.> Saturday , Ut^ 10 / 1930,. and on the

evenirg of I&ty 12y 1530, pa seed u\ ay without a s t r n ^ t l e

a t the rage «jf n i^hty-f ivo y©ars«

I ax: Tt'iliiari fi. HOs6, J r . , t h e sec3nd son 9f Robert

• B* Ross and Fasiiite 'Thornton Ross,aad I yes born May 29,

JYIJ eauoatsa ?-t the Cherokee National Mal^ Seminary in
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1fehle4aah, aud (graduates on Dsce^er 19, 1990, in the

ol^uo with, ivlbox.t MiJ.ie • V?-fly, 'vvi Johti Caleo Starr»

I. was appointed tea-h?? **T the flhe?nVee Orphan

Asylu.1 L;.. 1-v/, "fpu t̂ d n rteo-rfc" sh«T"l^f of Tahleodah

Dist r ic t In 1"32, .orved six -/e-.rs -.inder Sh-riff Si F.

Pavris, Shurl'.'s ' r^^tor, *nd It-oc^r'z ' i lli-^ms. K was

' elected cl rl- •:" t v e *?horok5e Council in November, 1898.

I], •
Elected ;ae.VC>?T. of'T^p Cherokee ^our^ i l 190<? and/'was1

i.vi'o. -.iia : "• _ 3£tn:iitor 1905 end was "jarri ^ to

"• : oore o." ->ru.o^l. An^il 7>n, 1P05, ̂ leoted/G^pand

Cluincellor of : \i_'.'.ta '»f Pr'-t.hirvs Or^u^ L'id/t'.e 1906-07,

•121_ d * '.c ..i! ni''>n3s'!' "Lf>T "t th<* (!')ri30lids'tion of the

1 Lod̂ o.-> - .? Iai5'*..i Te,i'ri*;'>r-' -v>d OVlchoma te r r i to ry

at Shawaec in I/.v, 1507,

ilj 5i.fe -r.I I hnve re^r--d five children, three

daughters £.. i '..:.» s: tr., a l l l iv ing. One daughter i s in

hospital ti'siuit.^ i i Arizona, one in the Covernmen..

Indian School ^erYlce at Santa-Fe, New Mexico, the third

g i r l i s laarriod -juid living In Middle-town, New York; she

i s ^&ra, Douglas H.. TAeyer. Our two sons a t homê  attendinf

sohool at the Northeastern State Teachers College,. If
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I could I would l ike to JLiv© again as I did when a boy

for our land v?as new-- and the country new and opportun-

i t i e s were many. The land oroduced bountiful aropa

and the law enforcement vrns much be t te r . We had no

Governor to pardon cold-b3ooded murderers, we never

worried about tares , although we supported our Govern-

ment with our t r i b a l funds. We Indians certainly made

a serious mistake when we a l lo t ted our lands, and did

aw^ with our o*»n l*iwss

Father was a mender of the Cherokee Council ° ' l d

Senate, Sheriff of the Tahleqnab Distr ic t f|[ 18V5,^...'

Super!ntfindent of the Cherokee ?*ale bemlna>r(
r in IBoO,

a delegate to Washington in 1^6 , Cherokee 'iTeasurer

for two t e rns . He i s buried, in t i e Rosa Qetnetery in

Park Hi l l .

One more incident I want to mention; about the year

of 1896 or '97 ray father vras living; in Park Ki l l , Indian

"TeiTitory, and he was in fu l l possession of tht oeads

that represented the National Tndlnn $ode» ^ i s national

eodG WHS a language written only by these beads. The
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arrangement of the. a beads wflfS th i s . They were bone

beads strung on buckskin or flax threads aid resembled'

a Large and Tjd.de be.lt. Those cod© bolts range in

length from at?oat thm*5 feet to si* fnet ^nd -are about

f.-:r i-iches to about fourteen inohes wide. Tho ranie

of the^e National Indian3ode Bead Pelts is Wampum.

These oeads slide up>*ma down on these threads a^d •

n-'/e ii-̂ D'.' dtfterent colors. The colors ars rer;T beautiful.

If a Bip.a or 'J 8)'}fld is to be written, beadn of i certain

color are ouliea or ,<rroupe<l tpgether, so ^n to r-ilre a

certain sif/a or shape, and of Q̂UT°.e may nean *\ whole

saitGiioe, ;7hen intefpretoa.

the. year of 1896-97 a certain-messep.^er naired

Gritta rode up to »ny father*•? yard; this messen-

ger rff-3 ae.it by Hedbird Sijiith. He was invited to i^et off

his pony arjd aome in, and -.\id so, #>tii ift*°r e<n.tiag supper

v.i ti\ the fajoily he reveal^ his mission, which was th i s :
a r

The chiefs of other tribes hfvt co.-ijramicc.tcd with Redbird

Smith or with iind9rson Crrii;ts in regard to the Wampum

and such communications had .resulted in the agreement

of a l l to meet at ono Grand Fire Council on top of the
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i.« .-is iui'tli«r ''«'<ree.a to smoke ' '

once -'/, ttiii. vh$ ( l ' u H ^ iiMtifUtuu Poace r'iofj-}/> t o Ken of

t h i 3 a.'jceei.i'sit l > -JJ-WH^H a e t t i e t r in- ; . k . ji ^f-ute? oy "H

P«jac;<j S j M » " i i . . j i t s ti '+ifcui" rt<t3' "\Hi)- Vjr t h e n

cod'i i>-tt ' jA3. s .,'j i t w^a t-ALfe tilady of tko code th-<t

made t l Jioiou.,. r > i,»j iiiiv£« We Wampum be&.u L>»

a t tfu'n j i - . ' j t i"^ , - so t}«->< a i - j r e «nd«>i-aori Gri i t s 5i«d been

s e n t i ' . MJiAw,; u«*it»î  h - « n r u i Wami/um ' ' « a j b e l t s from *

m,", r . / . i . e r , y;-BJ I -J» j>oaa^ wi l a b S'>i«-...i i>rO'if-.o to

return t .a. ver;, ŝ i'"u >«

. 1- '.„) r, i'/uu v»i 1,1,e coue ii«it or wampum

folio..'i.v; »M\ ugrt-'Mi h". . le t ter vo see trioui x^ettirafia very

sa fe ly : S-̂ n oralt-h, nncieryou «r» I t-t«, j%ud •larVi"o>. John

Swl+.h, l»a»'e teoutra, uave rusKrut, ^ncl noiJ1 0oo^, una so

these V/ampum- bei th were cttrriec« eway nev<=*r to be re—.
* * * *
turac- nhlci. lc. tuf caureci came trouuie batwn«t< us

-— *

Indians, bat cay fnuier stopple it-^ofoyr* t t Decants too

sisriouc, • " -

'Vae peane pipe v?uicn they carried awy u> macio of

'a block of Georgia pipeetoae? ti&vin? a steti"about twenty
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four i:iiiaos Xoug luaae -ii' 'ii.Cu.oxi; £Ad the bowl of t h i s
t

Peaoe Pipe holds about u , jjint of tubacoo. The pipe A

had a four foo,t staua vulli a Ixolc in the top ao that

the sharp skapcd bdfluj.. of thie lar^o pipo fito down

into this hole BO thut the Indian chiefs could Btau&

in a circle £*rcuAd this 3tt»nJ â id aftcjr one hud taken

a 'certain iiuiuuox of pul'^s then a l l he did .vas just to

pash "the ster^ of the ,jipe, tJ the next mna but the bowl

od ^A thj.-u.-e jjluoa ia the stand.


