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Interview with Joe Rounds,
inadarko, Sklahoma -
201 " est .exas ’trect.

Ay father came to the erritory in 1871. He and my mother
were married under the old Choctaw l:iw- without ary l{cense« at
\coffees Frajrie on Red Fiver. 't that time my father way working '
for & man of the name of Jim Yarber who lived west of Durfant.‘

“hite people hed to get land permita from the Tribai Counctl
to be sllowed to live {n the ‘l‘erx:itory. These permits cost 25,00
a year.  This permit allowed s man with his family :nd stoeck and e.ll‘
to stey hers for - yesr. Lammer Carnes was the Choctaw He:dman at
that time. ) ~hite people wers very few and far tetween, s0 we had only
Indians to deal with. )

sntlers was the Court CGround under the Choctaw law a-;nd toka we;s"'
ong of the liitle towns. +he Choétaw lavg were strict. he.n ARyoRe
com {tted a bad crime the Indians would take him ané stand hinm at tha ’
foot of o tree then six Indiens with rifles~ only one loaded- would
3hoot him. They also had the whipping post_. The vietim wes tied
with his hands around a iree, then the one ézt;e ﬁ:ﬁé to whip ﬁﬂn atepped
off a few steps and sdministered the lashes. Vhen he waa_t?xrouéh the

victim was turned looge without any clothes on.
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The Indians had their protracted meetqings, t00. | 'ihsSr were
always held under a big arbor. The prercher v’aéx,s a g‘isaféng:ry S
baptigt of ‘the name of Durant und he_ had his .inte;'pretéf'.;’ Nc;ﬁ
very ;na;ny white people cems but thcre weTe hundredg of Indianse.

When Y was about eirht years old I went with my father on
n cattle drive., un the retgm trip Fether am 1 were {n oOne
’”wa'gon with fcur other cow hands. Father_ at this time aans wo;'kin:;
for the Dar-L Rench. I think it was betweenm “altsrs wnd Camanche
“that we saw some Indians coming. tlie Pt out of the wagon @md ”
creviled inte t};e ixig‘n irajirie grass- it was higher than ny head-_-
to hide from thefn. ne stayed thére ell pight. .he Indjans burned
" our chuck Wagon, but we got away from them without any personal;
mrm. ..& put what we had left {nto one wag‘qn wnd went home. vhen
the Indians were around we dared not have alight or fire in either
house or csmp,pfor,if they saw-a lig_ht or fire they would _ come; end

< b o

get us.
The Ber-L Ranch was located between . ylesworth snd ladill. e *
. used to drive cattle from [umnt out into this country. e delivered
some of these cattle to en old ranch'honse not very far from Grande
field. There were no trasils and y:ie had to meke our own, One time

wehad & iarge herd spnd were bringing them west. Ve lost some near /

Davis when we émssed the Jashits River. They drowned. Then when
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ve pot to Comanche we Nhad to give 'z cow tosoms Imdfans nnd enother

Al

to som¢/morevindjans nea;-&aljers before they wuld let us pass.

r fl N . 9‘ - 4
It wasyon the return tiip that I saw some Comanche I.. iru3 hurningﬁyp
houses and destroying [ropertys
| . .
In lvl. we drove more catile across the renge. —iere vere

“~

Y
r)
“

twehtyLone head drowned this time.  we had five hundred hmad in:the
| .

herd. | In the spring of 1908 we crossed the .ashita at the eh-un
/

Crcss{ng and losgt Tour or fivé head of cettke and one horse. 1lhis

was theqlas£ trip Qe made acroéq there. Our ehippins Doinﬁé then

were uurant,*&aurika snd Davis. Ve made two Crives from Durant

west., Our rajlrdads were the Santa Fe, i'» K.' & T. and the C. R. I.
& v | v 4
vhen I %as about tve.dy yenr: old‘I went to work for myself.
I rounded uv wild hor~g snd . tranded them. ‘The brand was the richt
g r cut qff rnd the left ear split. Ve had = laiﬁe herd of these
wﬂéMm.' |
Curley varker and 3g@ar Face Jim were horsé thieves. - They
stole hogs ad horsés along with another gan~ west of ;rdmére.
1 oLoo folloved this-bunch'from stola to Mud Creek *» get back
the horses ttat they héd stolen. The thieves stole so many of

our horses that we formed the Anti Horse Thief Association.
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we began to brand fur horses with. a "C" on the jaws. “e kept thias

v

up un_t#l 1907, B’fr doing this we caught up with all of t'e horse

thievez;. ,/f"

}n;/{;xe spring of 1907 a man of the§name of Bob Sumpter began
to brand all.the Unjtel 3tates Indian horses. That d1d away with
the "C" brand. it this time T was living in Durant. Sumpter asked
| me {f I would take that territory and brend \1_:ha horses. I did this |
+nd hs went somewhere elae,

Kobbers' Roost was west of Durnnt. Thsre wns‘ one o0ld log builde
ing tha{: was a kind of .camping place.‘ ‘lhs‘robAbers had heléd up the
gstage there sometimes, )

vng day my father bought a cen of oysters und some crackers at

© @ store and paid $5,00 for them and befo. e ke hal gotten away the

sang came and robbed the store. They went on down to Carriage

-
~

Point and changed horses snd went on their way. Father went back

home or the stuge.



