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Lillian Gassaway l, • * --
investigator
April 26, 1938

interview witif Joe Rounds,
Anadarko, Oklahoma •
201 eat lexas H r e e t .

,.1y f a t h e r Com© t o the t e r r i t o r y i n 1 8 7 1 . He and my mother

v;ere marr ied under t he old Choetaw lu?~ w i t h o u t ai$r ?.i cense-? a t

Coffees P r a i r i e on Red F. iver , t t h a t t ime my f a t h e r wasr working "

f o r a man of t h e nareo of Jim Yarber ^ io l i v e d west of Duran t ,

- h i t s people had t o gfet land pe rmi t s froto t h e T r i b a l Cotincil

to be allowed t o l i v e i n the T e r r i t o r y . These pe rmi t s cost" •>)5,0r>

a y e a r . • This permit a l lowed a man w*th h i s f ami ly tn& s t o q k and e l l

t o s t a y he re f o r :, y e a r . Larinan Games was t h e Choctaw He? dman a t

t h a t t i m e . . .h i te people were very few and f a r let-ween, so we had on ly

Indians to deal -«ith. . ,

.jnttlers was ths Court Ground under the Choetat? law and toka was"

one of the l i t t l e tosns. xhe Choctaw laws frere s t r i c t . ",hen anyone

coitt i t t e i l a bad crime the ^ndians ?,ould take him and stand him at the

foot of a tree then 3ix %dians with r i f l e s - only one loaded- ^ould

shoot him. They also had the whipping post . The victim w<~s t ied

with his hands around a t ree , then the one $&o was to \&ip him stepped

off a few steps and administered the lashes . 7«hen he was. i&rough the

victim was turned loose without any clothes on.
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Indians had their protracted meetings, too. Ihey mere
* *

always heia under a big arbor. The prercher was a t/is3lbnary

baptist of the name of Durant and he had his .interpreter./ Not

very many white people can© but there were hundreds of Indiana.

When I was about eirjit yeara old I went with my father on

a cat t le drive, on the return t r i p Father arc I were in one

'"wagon with fear other cow hands. Father at th i s time ana rorkin:;

for the Bar-L Ranch. I think i t was between ' a l t e r s tJid Cosnanche

that we sav; some Indians coming. We upt out of the wagon axd

crawled into the high pra i r ie grass- i t wa3 higher than my head-

to hide from them, we stayed there a l l night , xhe Indians burned

our chuck .fagon, but we got away from thaa without any personal

haiin. .<e put what we had lef t into one wagon ?jid «ent hone. 7.1en

the Indians were around we dared not have al ight or f i r e , in e i ther

house or camp, fo r , i f they saw a l igh t or f i r e they would .come end

get us .

111© Bar-L Ranch was located "between . y lea worth und I^adi].!. We

used to drive c a t t l e f,rom Duiant. out into th is count'ry. e delivered

some of those catt3e t o an old ranch house not very far from Grand-

f ie ld . There were no t r a i l s and we had to make our own. One tisae

wê had a large herd and were bringing them west. We les t some near

Davis when we crossed the a'ashlta Elver. They drowned. Then when
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vie got ito Comancln3 we. had to give a COY/ to some Indians nnd another

to some more Indians near• \al.ters befor-e they'VDUld l e t us pass.

I t was 022 the return t r i p that I.saw some Cconanehe L.Iir.&3 burning up

housed and destroying [roperty*

I a. 1'JU we drove more ca t t l e across the renge.^--4fere were

twenty^one head drovmed th i s time. /«e had five hundred he#d in the
i

herd. J In the spring of 19D8 we crossed" the ', ashita nt the rahiun
j i

Crossing and los t four or five head of eett3e and one horse* This

was the lost t r i p we made across there . Our shipping points then

were ,Durantf I'aurika and Davis. We nade txro drives from Uurast

west* Our railroads were the Santa Fe, ;.'.. K.' &'T. and the C# B# I .

I was about tv;e.vty yenr". old I went to work for myself•

up wild hof.3 snd-branded them. 1"hB brand was the

&",r put off md the le f t e^.r s p l i t . 7,e had a larr,e herd of these

wi Id

Gurley barker and 3oar Face Jim were horse t h i e v e s . • They

.stole hqg3 aid horses along with another p,arr; west of / rdmore.

1 OLCC followed t h i s bunch from irto!:a to Ĵ ud Creek *o ge t back

the i>or3es t M t they had s t o l e n . The th ieves s t o l e so many of

our horses t ha t we formed the Antl Horse Thief Associa t ion .
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i,e bega,n to brand dpi horses with, a "C" on the Jaws. "Ve kept this

up untjjl 1907. Aft doing this we caught up with a l l of t ' e horse

thieves.

in> the spring of 1907 a man of the name of Bob Sumpter began

to brand a l l ,the BhJteJ i t a tes Indian horses. That did away with

the rtC" brand. At this time I was living in Durant. 3umpter asked

me if I would take that terr i tory and- brand the horses. I did this .

?nd he went somewhere else .

Robbers' Roost wa3 west of Duront. There wr.s one old log build-

ing that was a kind of camping place. The robbers had held up the

stor7,e there sometimes.

uns day my father bought a can of oysters and some crackers a t '

a store and paid $5.00 for them «nd befo. e he had gotten away the

Snng came and robbed tht- s tore. They went on down to Carriage

Point and changed horses and went on their way. Father went back

home on the stage, • „ .


