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interview .wJUth-fjiin)' L.Wfcyal Thomas F.' Meagher', supervisor
##. Grai^£el iey, Field .Vorker' 1Q9 South Mai&
Mar eh 10, 1037 - " . •" • " falsa; Ok l^

A illjout the f i r s t 1 reme/obcr w t̂ when my father W*B k i l l -

ed in Vhe' Civil "Jar.1 Ae had ter .̂ifc^fc tiiut get'tirig" aiorjg
' \

•until my moth^: married again, w step -father .w- s? a govern-

- ment blackymith. ,)Q moved among the seneoas c n d ^ wnc;G« in

1866; abt>ut three ^mile's west of aenec", La. There ".wnsn11 \

any town there"then though. ;.e lived there unti l 1871.

In 1871 we moved to -La^LVille •'x-ls.-n&ib9 r ight •. t the chei-

•Notion.. I wo'rkeu'on the farfii ^no ^y sU i-—f thpr-w tb a

LSinith there . .

. In 187^ we moved ng-. in, n^^r. Oak.taha, v.here Cooler tod .

- • \ •

-the bat t le during the a r . All_these jnqyes .were in a vtagon

dr?wn by oxen." I rem^in^d there unt i l I j?ot grown .-»nd s V r t -

!^a to-.work for
I liv.ed ,ne\r brokeriAvrrow for

a- hnlf ajjb jifefiAio^k Mission.

" - - ;\'.M'.Laughridee w-» t .the buperintondent when I . firsts st-ait-

,ed to-"work there, then J. . .hiteh.tad from Hillsboro, '111. "

*''There were <»b"okt ' hun'dred ch'ilirod.frota'6ix to ^ e n t y , there

there were twenty workers including the superintendent r̂id

[-hl-s^wif e. There w«s a ddetor,-a wath won'in who washed for the
[ • • > • • . • ' • - ' ' 1 , *

at'hexos, a 000k, te^ehsxs and others; The gicsl washed "for

Jthemse'lve 8. Zil_-,™. . * « &.—- .
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The. ^superintendent and h i s wife received' $50.00 a month, ami

the rest0 of. as got £20.00 ajnonth, besides tha t we cot oar

board, washinf ^nd doctor b i l l s . <e went from ffiiecjlookj to

^uskogee/for suppl ies , 40-45 mi les . ,ve real ly d idn ' t get any

Lrnail but what tfe did get c^me by-ironey Koute from klaskogee to

p to Tulsa. - Orice when the Contract r^n out we didn f t hav<* a

c rriox for aVout a month. Once'When he came to—

W\B sick with a hurting in the back of hiB neck '«

i The doctor said fre had sp ine l Meningit is . He. hna. to stay and

be doctored for four days, bafoie he *--Q ible to if ve<L, the

m r i l was held up there with him,for nobody else c.o.nld'take

i t . He was responsible ;for it-.

I got Married while ^t -^hooloeji. on 'June £0-1885 I- went

to ^ufaula Mnd W'.F married to A.nnie Grey f6 d«u^hter of j'im*

fe-

;Grey, by^- rson MoGee. she died Feb. 2o-,li*17. she be,lq0f-ed<to *-' |
~El- 7%/occo (&'j '&*"*) , \ / *' > ' « - * &•

n Kin\w'-V>? lioer^-.-^nd W '̂B ^ «ftt l lbrbod^
• -̂ C - . ' a • J'\

i>he ta lked ^he lrn|?uage. »&11 \̂nd waVfi pOQja. I n t e r p r e t e r s - T

would .come: and r e t 'liar' t o i n t o r p r e t for the; c o u r t s . In the f '.I'

,^0nnie^ffiteiocto case $h'e h,'-d to ns .k.e four t r i p s "before they • ..
• - - • > \ ~

and said-off . !£wo widows £>ot ^10,OcO«iLL_eacR, they.
• • • • - , . - . ' • • -

b<\ti6 ;Tid Les l ie Fiolds.- Thu la^yexe we-rt: ^oor -»rid f
\

Of X'
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moved on the Hdrth Canadian Kiver s#utii of Henryetta

Mission.. on a far^m, when w e l e f t -
-gc-ra^-^ulAlng hay-. Hfe wa

a rough fellow, ra ised h is g i r l s rough. His widow i s s t i l l

l iv ing , she sure had. a hard time, i/remember' him laughing
\ * '

and t e l l i n g about one time when he had a gang of outl 'we ©amped

one plnqe on h i s l -nc j ^hd thre/e w-igon lo^ ds of ;,I--rshells eamp-
• \ \ V

another, pl*reff\on fyis^

Children..
\

E.ya'1 Oro SBinf 7

h i t a , Okl'-hom-?

-Hitdhita , .

A'hen I lived\ a td\

-V rbeea .Bridge, Oklu.
• \ - ^ ' •

nce a t O'aktaha.
inen were liia* hen 's t e e t h .

sqarce, ''or recrea t ion wt. would *h'-iVu\a k a i l S p l i t t i n g , dinner

All-night l^noe. Mo whiskey, we d i d n ' t dridfe: l ike they do

now. 'i'he f loors were punching Floors . iToes s p l i t then faced f

jfn-edf e,put on them and join 'iihera toVether. One jin/ buzzief lopper

the housp.hr o u^h

Kemember we used the Cap nnd ijall pii?t^l then, ifflrie cap flew off

and h i t me on the l i p and stuck t he r e . 1* didn't/know but that I

MIS shot . I$y ^mustaohe was jus t , coming, in and I wouldn'i^have
* . . . » ^ •

adollar-a peioefor i t . t just ̂ palled %he ĉ p out but that had
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broken ap the dance. aalkine ..olf. Cloud, tfaxbob -nd,rim

BazziefXopper tffcVsarae 'l remember"being there .

H' <U PhINT HOL1.OA

There i s a r o c k e t i s 8 f t . high, i t le*ns over bat Tt

ien ' t a cave. I be^leife the Spaniards cut the

a°m goine to t e l l you * bout. You toow the Indinns '

out ol here( ^ . ' hyal 6re, io the e-nd ' nd I

he drovr) 'fhis pi' ue i s e- dt of the bruce bav.tge ground.
i

to'.- U boot three

^.Ho 11, brother of .;e*rge i.iley iiall*. ji

a-nd I0oamae"d in Kano^rint Kollo*'.' U ' f fote taile belo»

here. I t tino^rtf* iA' thst night and. the'snow w»» blftdfc..-with diut

from K ^ M B eno Aebrask* I hsvebeen ,-^ola. .-.hi'le pn ths t frip A ..

•ate tn rke i /deex , be-vor wbich @,^ood to e , t , . I've e-;ten

everything.-gverjtWnp 1B ^ood to .e;,t* a l l the trouble %s indoor •

/ifilndfik .ve. think i t isrv'-t good BO we don ' t ' l ike i t . ^

1 There was eWtfthinF- besideF the benr here .1 neve>" sa.w",H

.be-r Kere. but I think I've--*een'evt,iythin? elee.*
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k traded at the f i r s t store in ^s*o&ee .Atkins owned i t ,

and also at the f i r s t store in Talsa. I t was owned by George
• • •

and Sirah Perryman.

'My f i r s t t r ip to court w.s to Fort smith in 1880, 130

miles from Broken Arrow, .Ye tfrossed in s'boat ran by Ballet .

Foreman. The boat was ran by Pole and oars, not by cable* !Phe

channel changed so' much was why they ased no cable. The cross- •

ing was at Webers #a l l s .

•//hen I f i r s t eaoie to the Indian Territory the mail was

brought frote Fort Gibson to Fort Arbaole on the old Military

Road,. ,

The old Spanish t r a i l that I know of is from tha'moath of

the soath Canadian liiver florth of iSufnula in by Lainey, orossee

at Hand Print Hollow, Ions Horth >,est then iiouth of Okmalgee

near sapalpa into the moath of the Oim^arron River and north-

west, is as far as I've been.

JSo.rih West-of Talsa there ie a cave where the Dalton Boys

had a camp. I believe i t ' s at the head, of the Uohee Creek.

When I lived at Qakta^a a roan came along in a baggy, one

horse. He had venison and brought i t in and had my mother to cook

i t . He was a fiddler. I do beleive i t was Jessie lames' brother
i< »

i ' •

Franfc. \
v At the moath of the Cimarron was David Paynes Squatter

Settlement.
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SNAKE WAR ^ ' • • • . '

A nan came to me f o r a sea rch Warrant., ,1 was J u s t i c e of t h e
* ' > *

>

peace. I issued i t and went with him to see that the searching .

was clone right* $ie Sheriff and, some others were in the te&ts
searching for the meat whea the negros overpowered them and made

r

them leave. When he was leaving, Deputy A.tf.Patty of Mclntosh

County, turned in his saddle and sa id t " I f l l see you again," ,

The Beoond morning about daylight I heard the fir ing, I was

mafcing a fire in the cookstove, and told my wife,"They had

begun up there1,' I lived about 2 miles south, Timothy Fowler

was shot in the eye but he didn't die* Tom Lott was the only

Indian there* The white men wouldn't let me in for I had an

Indian wife and i t might cause a lot of trouble for me. The

Snakes were opposed to section!zation and cla^imed they'd

get i t back. The negros were taken to Eufaula by t ra in . .

It cost the Government abont £6,0 0.00. Soldiers came in

after i t was ove?f and pretended to hunt Crazy Snake. Some ••

men went to Crazy Snake^ house, #sw»-;H&J&i?3re4̂  where the

Snake, Charlie Goaker, Sam Harrod, and another l i t t l e short*

Indian were. The Odoin boy was kil led. In examination of the

negros by Horace B. Reobelt, he told them that he was going

to turn them loose on their word that they would never oon.gre-

gate, for he couldn't get to them in time to save them if they

Ati.
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Lin*ey and another Lawyer of MeAlester were grafting them

6at of their money. I went in the Xjail and talked with them,

they had denied everything until then. They promised and scat-

tered and went home.Patty, George Hamilton, Jim Upohureh and

Bob Crawford were ooentry folk in i t , White men.

'; \ IH&UII HABITS

The Indians didn't ooneider a'nything vulgar. The earty

way. of marriage they would Just go to sleeping together and

that was called the Blanket Marriage.. The couple remained

writh the brides people for ojie $ezx und then they bai l t a

house and moved to themse^ff.s. OJbe house wie of log,

A. book the size of your tend contained the. L# w.. They ^

would convict' a ^person and he *a le ve and oome back a t 4he

time to be shot or whipped, fifty laches were for the f i r s t

penalty, one hundred for the second, then death. They used

hickory switches, some were pretty smooth <*nd other© we're

rough. They would t i e him up by a tree so that tha switch

wouldn't go alLaround and cut him in the frontal Just his
*

back was whipped. His hanck wsre tieo up over h£.e he-ad,

feet tied together with a pole between tfeetn, a man would

stand On the pole to hold i t down, five Light-Horsemen

would each administer ten lashes. The blood would oome he

would squirm and hollow but i t didn't do any good. I t was

Jost like polit ies, now* if he was a friend to the man who .

was whipping him the lashes would be lighter than if he

JB8 a v
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I t ' s almost time for a big meeting when they wi l l m«ke

a lo t of soap, s q u i r r e l , chicken and oorn cooked together .

They wi l l take a spoonful and pour i t heie and thore nnd

l i t t l e peaces of bread and throw aroand to keep the food

from -making" them s iok. then the womeja w i l l gather' aroand one

pot and squat down and ea t . The men wi l l gb to the other

pot and squat down and ea t . #hen f find out they are going

to have i t I f l l l e t you know snd you csn come and enjoy

i t for they l i k e ' t o h s v company. .

Blue Dumplings i s arotlier Indian dish, i t i s made out
>

of oorn meal and has lye in I t , i t is formed into balls and

boiled. . •

tfhea they plant peanuts, they.hull them and take the hulls

and throw, them in the fork of some road. But the Indians aren't

the only oneB .who have superstitions about planting*. I've seen

•.hite folk shell seed corn and throw the oob in a well or iake

that wouldn'tgo dry so they'd have a good corn crop.

fhfc Green Corn Dance i s usually in tfuly, you really should

Bee that too.

Onoe I was at a .baptising of the Thewaltha ohuroh, across

the river- Morth Batt of Pustin, It was absolutely according to

the Bible. They went down into the water and$fiame up oat of the
.' *

water" joBfc as i t saye in tha Bible, j&fifiotftoy a l l fcne.lt down and
' ' - • . . . * • v

prayed, i t was a pretty sight, ."
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peter MoHao started the Hickory Church,
vThe Baptist Ohuroh on Tiger Mountain is oalled silver

Springs, Every Sunday they meet, in a different place. At

Homefe around then on the fourth Sunday they meet at the

Church, r ' - ' . ;

At an Indian funeral each of the relation must throw

a lump of dir t into the grave, _

I started sending the news in to the Henrietta News,

The teacher of.Ho, 38 gathers the news of Molntosh and

sends i t to tne ana I put i t with .the news from Arbecs and

. send, i t .to the paper,

I woultl like to say ths t people lived better thirty years

ago than they do now,-.Te had 'plenty of hogs and catt le , money

was soarce b,utwe di^n^'ife'ed i t so m ĉiiV $ie Autos^and goô sl

roads have spoiled the country, people and stock ^re underfed,

they can11 do a good duy's work, Whiskey 1B getting worse and

worse,, There was no drinking in those days. Prohibition i s a

Jraud, why not let us get the revenues on whiskey, I live •

north of the Arbeon Bridge built by Roy Morgan, over the Horth

Canadian River, I t use to be a Railroad i44$ bridge and i s

the stoutest on the r iver . He brought i t here in 19£5, I t -

1sets at a 40 degree angle H.W. by s. V." I live with ray boy. Bi l l .
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' \. fta-mee of Old-i'imers
• i

Light-Horseman Jess ie Island 7 Bri&tow, Okla. . .
Linooln Poet OaJt, son of .Taylor Post Oak- North of sapalpa
Don't' know if he i s l i v ing or no t , has good' edaoation.

Bob Fry-^— •*--. «—.—,.—' — Talsa, Ok-la.
Bill,Brunnor was hired to k i l l h i s daddy,

There was a s a l t Spring;North of vVetumka but I oan ' t

looafe i t mabe someone down there can,"

These, are the brands t h a t I remember, there were so very

many tha t I c a n ' t remember them a l l j

Turner-r-T — - r—*-/// on the t h igh .

• Severs • - -—• , F.'S» ' •

Spaulding-- S.- •

La Gosks F.A..(i'h'st nune may bo .. isspcliUd )

Clinton • Half c i r c l e over i>.

• Hickory Ground Indians -TH,G, t amed in d i f f e ren t

Arbecas— • B turned i t in different positions

to show who owned the animal.

Hugh Henry had his corral at the old Hu$T Henry down by

• the bridge where that big two story yellow house i s .

Unusual Wishing 'frip

One day I went fishing, cut four inches of ice, thinking

that I'd get a good mess of fish but I didn't get any, I did

oat oh'Gar in a most peculiar manner though. They would come up

for air and I'd .snap a- steel .trap around their b i l l and jerk*,

them out of the water, Georjge Biley Hall sawT'me and said that

_he never saw fish oaught in a steel trap before. - .
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Ind ians used queer nfedicines, some r e a l and some*
• , *

superstitious.
Black Root was boiled into a drink for different

diseases. Cedar was burned and smoked inhaled for Golds

and fever. • *•

Once when one of our children were small, UJy wife's

breast got a Weed in i t . The doctor oouldnH do i t any

good, so I went to an old Indian Woman he told me about.

When I told her what the trouble was, she* said she would

try for four days arid if sire didn't get any better by

that time, she couldn't, do anything else. So I told her '

I wanted to try her way. She took a .cSioth sack about the

size of the yolk of an egg," i t contained something, and

pat i t into a jar of water and had her son to blow into

the jar. Then she told me to take the jar / home and

bathe the wife's breasts'in the water, and to report

every day how she was getting along. I did as I was told

and the next day she was'better, seoond day there was no

pain, and by the fourth day ghe was alright. I beleive

the.sa'ck*contained the dirt from an ant h i l l .

l i t t l e Fish i s ' a Medioine^Man, lives West of Henryetta.


