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Ln*festigator
John F. Daugherty
February 26, 1938

Interview with Mrs. Tom Ross |
Sulphur, Oklaheme
‘ I know nothing a.ab-out m; parents except that their
- neme was Davis and they wers ’born and died in Texas. |
Father died a short time before my birth and Mother digd w}aon '
I was a month-olde I was bora in Texas, January 4, 1880, .
and a great aunt took me after the deeth of my mother, and
partly rea:%d me. When her daughter married I went ¢» 1ive
with her, ' I was thsn fourteen years old. We came $o the - o
Indien Territory at thet time and settled at Durant, n %
the Chickasaw Netion. We came from Coleman, Texas, driving &
a three horss wagone
N How we anjogeci the wild turkeys and prairie chicken.
Uncle weﬁt hunting cvaryd)ay'ax'xd we hed fried ehicken eacﬁ
o night for suppers Ve rented lané from Charlie 0011591;'9, a
Chickasaw Indian., He owned many cattle and gave us permige -
sio; to driv;e any cow With the brand ”'7-9" on' hexr sfdes\into
our Yot and miik ﬁer. Tﬁis we 4id and we always had plenty
of-.milk-and butter, |

£,
We had tc haul our water seven miles from Blue River.
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I had chille as long as we lived there, .Unole built a small "
brush aﬁ%or‘and hers we knpf our bvarrels of water. They ale
way; hauled four'barrols at & thmé‘and we had no waster eieopt
t;on‘thesa»ba;rels. '

‘We alwgys had plenty pf meat. It was often zured in
hot weather ﬁy thé parch-d salt method., Sali was pﬁt in &
kettle az.x'd' gurned. The fresh meat wes put into this hot
kettlé of salt and this extracted the water from the meat,
end qured it so that 1% kepte

ﬁe burned, a brass lsmp with a round wich and no chimney,
I% burned kerosaneignd emoked terribly. R

I have: seen Robgerson Kemp for whom Robber's Roost was
name;d, It 15 said that he often iilled and robbed the people
who céhped a%_this famous spring on_kis place. Thus it becume
known as Robber*s Roost. He finally went to the penitentiery
for ﬁilling a man, who was killed by hie stepson, H» took the
bleme and %as serving'a Iife térm when the stepson died, pon=

fesoing %o the murder before his death. This released Robberson.

We frequently went to church southwest of ﬁﬁrant, and
we passed through Fort Washita enroute, I was just a girl, and\

was told that ihe Fort was haunted. Thers wera seversl brick

. * \\
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chimneys left standing, end I always expscted t&rsee 2 woman
dresszed in a long white robe, seated on fo;ﬁof oae-of these
chimneys, but to my erest dimappointms;t I never did.
There were large holss in the ground walled with brick, sone
being about ten fest deer, I was told that these were for the
storing of amunition during the Civil Kar. | ..

I stayed with’Tom.McCGyWQ wife Onk¥BCOf‘ﬁill on Twelve
Mile Prairie for awhile after Mr MeCoy s id1led, They were
fullblood Chickesaws. He was buried near the house aqd each
night Mrs. MeCoy left adafmp burning near the window. I asked
her why she aid that/':;e saiu that at midnight aach n;ght Tom
eoma bagk and sat in Fig rocking chair on the pereh, and she
vle.ft the 1ight so that he could find the houge. She would never
3116w the chair to be moved, She imagined she heard him rocking
in his chair sach night, as he did when he wes alive, His place
each evening while sha prepared theu::;nLnL nez! was in this

fey

Cha?:ro

Con T | ' ,
Unole s0ld his ectton at Durant for three cents per pound.
Aunt 30ld egss for three oents & dozen and bought material for
a dress at five cents & yerd. A dress vequired tem yards, so

V¥
. _our dresses cost £ifty cents each.
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I was married to Tom Ross in 1898 and we moved to the

present Murray County a short tims afterward, and have lived '
N 1 ’
" ‘here sines, -
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