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' • Pioneer Baptist Minister ' •

' • 1 i ' •' ' *

•61 was born a t Druinbo9 Oxfoi*d County, Ontario', Can-

ada, about 150 miles from Detroi t . . In 181-9 my parents
moved to Dsjfcr•-> \ and Father w»nt into th° saloon business,
—̂  T-

I had b«en Converted b^for/* "m l e f t Canada and 1 wanted

/to ant^r thfe ministry but Father o«ing a saloon ko^p^r, I

d the pulpit was no place for J.is son. The id*a,Low~

gradually bui l t up on me and I d£ci&*=>d to go in to '

* I
thp r.inistjqy and Father told me he "would not b<* a draw

' • * \ K

back - hp Ijrariediatftly sold the saloon.
• I had l^rnAd the print ing business"whilft^in % -

•Canada'and in rd»r to ^n-for the seminary to study, I • .

. .didn't hav$ nron^y to pay my say, so I ^orkml in a p r in t -

'ing office; for a y«nr«

Ija the fa l l of* 1895 I enfc»r«d ,the Southern Baptist

theological Seminary at Louisvil lo, K^nt1 cky, wher<=> I r e -

a l l ot> my minis te r ia l t ra in ing . I pi*>aohed while
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studying; also plied my printer*a trade, to nv<»t ?»A;>

* Whan I complet«d»zay study I ask*d to bo s«nt as"-a

missionary to China. We - xay wife", before w<=> .WAIV niarrie

and I-were invited to the church to hr>ar some InJi ana'talk., the/

' invitation being frrm Dr.- JN. B, Reardon {Baptist) of' ^

Omaha', The-Indiana w=re Chiefs ^ f f a l o Moat lChAy«»nnr} and

Lorn . J I I ' \iCiowa), Sam Ahtone, Indian, was .int«*rVret»r for

both, languages. Or. Reardon and these Chiefs ^ade a strong -

appeal'for nissionaries to'com*> to Oklaii.onia, These Ind ians /

* of course, pach, talked in his own tongue anav&ara ^htone .̂

for thorn* -v. • • •

>w*»eth«art and> 1 decided to g«t married and go

to th© Oklahoma, f ie ld , instead "of China*. Iu ttwc'sarawr of

1898 ŵ  cam* to Oklahoma and I was ardained by Oklahoma ' - •

not an
, X •.. . ^

; Indians -and. they assigned me to Bartlpsvillp Wi<=>yp in my

{two y»ar& of s^rvi^a I .ostablish.«d, two mission tchurchfi8,

at %»»y and another a t Fawhuska. I was then t rans-

to th<» Ifemy church for onea yeai>»

My r»al missionary work started in 1901 among the

(fhoc.taw and Chickasaw Indians with headquarters at



> ho

t fa.) J . B. IMMVISW. ' 10036

/
Wilburton, I spent, four y^ars anong th?so Indians and

A
soon l«=>arn«d th^ir language and acquired th<» name of

"Bolotka" froa my Cfcoctaw Indian "friends, meaning "round

-lik*> *H app]/»." My work.with thesp poopl» was vpry

pl/sssant»' tloct of th^m had soair* oducr-tion md q-iit* a

f̂ w of • tbp younr.or w*r^' collr-g^ f'.r^-duat^s.

In 1905 I was transferred to, .Darlington. Thr

United Foreign Mission Society formed by tte* Pr<=»sbyt»rian

and Coni*.r̂ .' iticnal Churches had this mirsion fomk»rly,

then thf Baptist mif,«ion^ries took i t ov«=?r» now»v«r b«-

for*5 th a .Con^r^G^tioncil n inis t^r r^tir^'cl h«» advised ,-ull .-

-of th? Indians tc unitp with th? Baptist Ghurch.. Aljout

mil^s soutJn^st ot Iferlingtonj<wth^r#». was h

n of Arapahops which wss ir̂  JUT' jurisdiction

too. I ~ iamusing things happ^n^d during our asE..ciatior.' with

V'.am. Thpr«» w°s on<=> Arapaho.Indian> sub-cM(=»f 'Black

Whit* Man, who was cdnv»rt»d snd was baptised in tho

t^orth Canadian and .wh>n hf> was about kn^e doep in wat^r

he pausAdLand said (to ibout pno hund̂ r̂ -d Indians «ho had

d on the banks) "You"Indians haV^ always called
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; me Blaclc White Man -all- my l i f e . I am̂  now a Christian,

and going to *bso baptised and wh»n I walk 'out I want you

a l l to meet m on tap banks and call.fflfc Rising Sun - for

Jesus has r i s en ' i n my heart with h«alinf; in his wings and

I am ft new man." After that he 'was always ct>llpd "Rising

Sun"; he died about two'y^ars la ter and asksd to be '.

buried under thA name of Rising Sun. ' x

"Starving "^lk", a Cheyenne Ir.ilan s<»:ve>nty~pi&ht, \
\ • ,

yoars old, wanted to join my church.He had a crucifix that
»

he showed ma, saying he had Jesus man twenty-seven y«=ara

on crucifix but "no understand not Worship Jesus man l ike

man 4oMi He said he wanted to go on Jesus' Road -
what I punched about and "feelgood tnsideA , (touching

Jits h^art) "All time". I baptised him ov»r ;.t Saddle

' Mountain Chu-r-ch-4-n an ar-tlf icial 'Jbaiitistry "built in the,

, side- of the mountain. •

An 'Indian bo/ came to me on» day. and. said ho wanted

to unite with th<=> church and in divine his expfrirnce, h©

told that when he was about fcrur years old *»arly OOA *
. • < • , ' ' ' • •

morning his mother carried him on her back out in the
'i - ' ' -

• woods where she" buiit a crude altar of rocks and put
•f . •

1



i '

B3UNDS, INTERVIEW.

/

in the cen te r and ma|de a fir© and put a buffalo hide

on the f i r e . Then .she turned har ' face towards thtf r i s i n g

• sun .and sh<» p raypd ' to Jig||> God t h a t he would lead^hpr boy "

i n t o tap r i g h t r e l i g i o n . He sa id h i s mother w .s a .sun

, bn.t..th.at'shp^ wusn*t s a t i s f i e d , and tha t to=>

vfantpd to go on my "Jesus Road" and is© baDtisod him in

addle Mountain . b a p t i s t r y . He only l ived »l°v»h' ftfon-ths " -
• * •

ft*?r uniting with the church. On his d^ath b»d h^. called
'< f_ , -, v

conf«ronee'with-tho .Indian -agent, tb? Indi an IBPreliant , .

t Darlington*,• the indian physician and me-r̂  W© four met

t his.bASside, H$ said he was a "'Chrig/fc-S^an" and that

his doctor said "no get we'll". H* sa-i< .̂ h«-ow»d the . : . '

,-:chant, for Borne things he had bou^it and h*» wanted the

to pay him. Be asto>d the merchaM to r»ad off to .

xiDg^h©" had bought, ^ l i s the sjprohant did and

' the merchaat finished he said, ""&»« I bought *©a

Agent-pay". Then he turned to ae^and said1 "I want you

bury me'- not like pagan." Eg instructed 'the Agpnt to
A • ' - . * - - ' "

giv» me monpy enough for a coffin, a tombstone and a

fence around hig grave. He-wanted his body tak»n to
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. ' f t • ' . . " , .
* * '" *°

the church and hie funpr ,1 pr^ach^d ju3t "liko whlt»» nan",'

and-he. wanted to br* buried in tho old cora«t«ry, .vhich was

northeast af Darlington^ I did rcvrything h» roqur>siy>d, I -.
c?

gave him a whit<» maiifB funer-;!, put th<̂  tonbston* up , ^nd

had a f^nc* 'buiit -i . zy

. - - - y
-^Chiflf Thrift ?ing*»rp^ »it! h i s v;if*=> w>r« converts of

our church. Mrs. Thr̂ »> Fingers weighftd 315 po'inis -and I

weighpd 115 wh<%n I bapt is^^ hJ»r. Th^y wer« both f u l l

blooa Cheyennes. , . '^

L i t t l e Chief "Timid v i s i t nd \wi th >:?,a t ' r^at i « a l .

He kf>ptf complainine: of h is oidp hu r t i ng , •=•-jin,; 'h«» ha^ a • %

b o i l 9 I p?>r8uad<*d him to -so vricfch IDP ^O the. docto> which-

•he- d i d . ' The doctor axasii-n^d th.r« boii-a'ra.1 y*i.ci b'-»'t'-oight _

th<»rp was corn^thi'n<l' in th<» siup..' "Ho uai^ u ^ n i l l .incisio'n

and cut out an izrrow h*»acl# • Th*» Cr.i^H L-aid- h>=> w-^ ahot
* - « w . . .

with an arrow.f'-xrtv yoara before. , ',

Th«r-4 vfaa a Mescal Indian nviiar^v>6hav«> ^a'd s"^ li»" ,

came" to m^'v/ith t h i s pr ipor.itio'u MTQU aro a e:QOd .fv^ll^r,

'want a l l Indian be ^ood. K£ tell'iw>v? to g»t him". . He

me" a Mescal bpyn aiid said "You take Mescal road
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I take Jesus Road, We got a i l " . I told him "no". . 1

ifek^d aim* in tc dinner and he cam© in the housp and looked

around. My wifn had & nic«* drop-ii^ad sewinc machine. &?

oVf>r to i t and patted i t , h<* art^irpd tbp> wood so

. &ft*»r dinner h^ lpft and I n/»v»r -"-w hi a, ain«

I ^roic^ of the? Arapaho Hes»rTrtion b»iKg in our

Bjtoo*, I w?*nt to ;-r»-ich for th«m ia ae

summer out i"n the op*>n . fthen I finished I aciod a $5.00

pledge fr-)ja « .ch ttidian to buy a tont to pr« .ch under,

•about «=.ight«*<«in subscribed to be' paid from th^ir ^rov^rn-

mp.nt chACks, I had a conwrt MShot-Him-Solf"r who had a"

bad nam» among his ppople* 2!hejr said h<=» stol^ chickens"

and would not nay his debts an4; tth-̂ r. h«» .tinted to be

baptised they prot^stAd but he tcld me he had J>sus in
//

his h*>art and vroul<| uot do wrong igain so I baptised

him anyway. €lP W? on<>Ŝ >f tho p&^ht^en who pl^d^d

|5 .00. I bought thf> tent and the day they got thei r '

checks was top day I told th*m to zneet m> thr>r* with

up . Most of them WAre waiting with tn» mon^y; o thers
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'mi*(> gett ing thoir checks CiShed. i>hoti-Hiin-S«alf was th«=ri»
> * *

with $5»00 and save i t to me; but an Indian camp up trad

' ssaid wT»sus Man Shot-Him-S©lf borrow m n«y but h» no pay
(

"' back." Shot-Hiiri-Solf said , "I no g«t chf>ck»d cash - I pay#n

Tht» pc-..r old Indian turned and walked off wlth ^ d»j^ctAd

look. Shot-Kim-S^if ^nt on 'hi?, horse *\ti& rod» nvray. HQ

rocte hard eighteen Mips to tho -^g»nc,y, got his chp-ck:

cished and rodp back that evening Yri.*th thv^o jn«n v?ith hiru.

li3 called..JUP tp COBIP ov»r. - ons of th^s^ rtvn h« paid the

^5.00 to , th» oth^»r two and raysplf '«or«? v?itn«nc"S» "I pa.y

a l l I owe - Jesus nor**", and h«» ;put his hind dy*r his hf»art.

I p«ttt°d him on th» back and told hi??.'I kn<*$ ht* vas a ;jood

Christian. . • ,

At th i s ma t ing a pae'.an Indian, a sun/.na idol

worshipper, c.iine up to ma with- his baby. He'put th» baby

in my arms aaying ^ p u bL>ss and make a Christian too,

I want good .boy."

Indians $:av« me tĥ » name cf "^airlwind" which.
pf_a,Jfasaritfi.i?JLsl.-jB}iief that thB.y-..QlllJLojrfi.i

ao T©11, ' I had comply t«d &y v?ork" aB4itiission-\ry «raong the

Indiana. WP w«=̂r«« ^11 ^..jthorfd nt the?-littip Indian mission.
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lay audiync? a-:t in sad s i l ^ n c s , «nd v/hen I had f inished*

my' farf»w»ll aprcnvn an a^r-d bravp arcs? and a'skp-d us to

l e t him t a l k . He wr.r Chi»f W t Hand, l^adnr of thp

ArupahoRB for f c r ty y^ai'S. W*» told him to sn^ak. He •,

spoke to £ i s .,v>o:l« in thAir lant;uag& md «̂n

translated BO th? whites could undnrstand, H« said, "I •«,.
\

•vatciinj th<»s<* n i a s i o n i r i o s for fourteen y<=

_I havp (Jomf» to b»li«ve th&t vfout th^y t*>ll is r i p i i t . I

think th" Jnsas H6ad i s the ri<T,ht road and,I ,want you

Indians to j « t on, th<> Jfesus^Road and g^t out of my way

so I can 's3«t on i t too.- ' Wh«n thf< chief had f l r i sh^d I

culled him aside and ^ a i d , "Chipf .Left Hand you havi? l<»d . ^

your j'^oulc for xatmy ynars. . You havf> always ba«n brivw

, and fear.lpgs. Now your peoplo arn s t a r r i n g on a n©w

t r a i l «rfd ins tead of you loading thftin, you want to fo l low. '

You ar« n t b«ing bfave%n, .Th<oold chipf thoucht in

siipnc»> Hoc a while, then he1 rp.i3(*d h i s he^d and s a id , ""You

arp^ri^ht - I jo in churjch n.>w«" (I v/as npVp>T so happy in

my l i f o . . • 7 ' " ~ —

I was then assigned as missionary to th« non-English
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speaking miners(of the state with headquarters at McAlester,

I came in contact. %ith. people of fourteen natiqn/ilitLes

and carriecF tracts in a l l of these languages for d is t r i -

. bution. \\y f i rs t step was to" break down the feeling of

the aliens that here was lust another Anjfrican out to
•

*>xr>loit the f reigne-r. '-This requi' ^bout six months
•*•» . •

to do but I won their love and confidence and remained

with t:.em untix 1911 (two years) , when I caoie to Okla-

homa City -rnd organizpd the Trinity Baptist Church a t

1329 JMV-23rd. • I remaiDed at this post ei,ht«en racnthe?

I then was,«ifictod 3pcr»tary of the B* Y. P, U," .1 con-

tinued in th« young peoples work for sev«»n yoars -.nd

during that time we purchased the assembly .-rounds near.

Davis, in tne ikrbuckle Mountains, and established the

summer assembly which has become an.annu.l a f fa i r . c

At ;th«* conclusion of iny service as B; Y, P,' U, •

S»cr^tary,°I was elected Assislant State Executive

S«Gr«>tary and in 19£2 I was elected State " l •
0 T . • - Executive
Secretary, a position I held for * lev* r. y^iro. Titis, ;

is th« hightesFFosi'tiofi "in"thr^&ptiot "Church,

1 served six months in evangelistic work.
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I returned to Ojclahozsa City to bf>com*> pastor of the

Crisfrwood Baptist Church at 16th and Vil la . ' £inc« I took:

over th is ' church. «re havp* organized* «nd ar« supporting

four^miseion churches. My son, R*»v»r<*nd W, C, Hounds, i s

pastor at on«? of these jalnsiona at Wri ht Stat ion.

..•^ach year I tate a i^"k off and v i s i t a:;<>n£ ny b«-
7

loved friends, th« Indians, I go to one #;roup on« sunan^r

And-th«? next suEffiiar I spend a w*»*>k with'th»» ct'h«r. But

1 love my Chey«nne - Arapaho and pagan Indians ind aia so

thankful w« come h^rs instead of going fco Ur.ina. - ^ a l l »

wise Father irAided whero I was befit f i t t ed among; the

Indians9 many wdl"'meaning persons do not consider thev

Indian e»rflmoni©s or dances as matters of r^ l i j ion y?t

afost of th«s<ai c^r«vcioni«s ar*=» d<v»ply r^li-pou.'? rmd repre-

sent -a survival and refinAia°nt of ideas which ar« ancient .
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Legend told by Ckrant, Arapaho Indian,
Interpreter for'Or* Rounds. •,

Many moons ago my people came over -atar* Traveled

through ice and snow, they traveled for many ye are thro light

big timber and high land* Snpvi a l l the time. Cross wa

and f inal ly eame to p r a i r i s . ^Her» they stop. Plenty of

game* Grant believed hie pooplo carar from Asia «nd'that

they, came through Alaska finally ,&rllfte~d~TBto-the United

Stales, He stated that th i s tradit ion had be»n handed

do".vn from p^n^ ra t ion co c^n


