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[

Pioneer Baptist Minister

- o

ﬁ{’was born at Drumbo, Oxford County, Ontario, 0an~

ada, about 150 miles from Detrhit. In 1849 my parents

*

moved to Detr. : and Father wnnt into the saloon business,

—_ -

I had been converted before we left Canala and I wanted

4

,to enier the mipisiry dut Father being & saloon Xeepar, 1

.. I - = . .
. *fograd the pulpit was no place for Lis son. The idea,hLow-~

e ! -

ever, gzradually built up onm me and I décided to go into”

the ﬁipiétﬂy and Father told me he would not be a draw

e e . : T
t, & N .
back =~ ha ﬁmmediately sold the saloon. . . . .

1 v

I H&d le.rned tnp prlnflné busznoss Whiig:{h ‘;v~

.angga and 'in rdor 10 enta: the Seminary to study, 1
: "dién’t havé money 1o pay wy xé}, ss I workad in a printe
j'ing gffico;for a yaare ' . K
o Ia the fall of* 1895 I pntar;a the South~rn Baptist
Theological ueminary at Louisville, Kent cky, whore I re- -

ceiv»d all of my m‘nlsterial training. I prached while
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’ studying; algé plisd my printer's traﬁe, t0 Mot a4 onse8,.

When I éompletod,gy study 1 ask~d to be s~nt as a

.
ot . Ky » -’ B
vl ' . ’ 49
o | . n

miga}onary to China. Wg - my wifae, bhfore We Werr married,

< .

" and I~were invited %o the c¢hyrch to hrur some Iﬁdians’tal&.
" invitation belng‘frﬂm Dr;'N. B, Reurdon {Baptist) of ' |
O;zzaha'. The.Indians wsre Chiefs '%u'ffalo Moat {Cheyonne} und

fcﬁé.«alr \Ki9wa). Sam Abtons, Indian, was inter.rétar for

<

both,lanéuéges. fb. Reardon and thess Chiefs mnade a sirong

appeal for missionaries to'come to Oklalioma, These Indians,’

of course, each, talked in his own tongua'aﬁd\sam ahtone
transl:fad for thems
My, swaethaart and { decided to get married and go

N

to the Cklahoms field, instead of Chines In tha.sum-r of

1898 m came fo Oklahoma and 1 was ordaiuad by Oklahoma

i

’

iIndianS'and.they assigned me to Bartlesville Whepre in my

.:‘ . \.! . ..,
T minCBteTs,  1hPre was not an openiiy with the wslarn

two years of se~rvica 1 established two mission churches,
. < ) .« 2 ’ ‘:4 - .
ons at Dpwey and another ai Fawhuska. 1 was then trans- °

ferred to the Deﬁ@y church for one 'yea:q.

My real mﬁssionarv work started in 1901 among the
éhocxaw and Chickasaw lndians with headquarters at

R ' . BN . ' > ~ e~

-
Bl

PECN
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Wilburton. I spent fou

~.

y~ars anong thesa Indians und ™
soon learned their language amd aqﬁuir@d the name of
“Bolotka" from my C octa% Indian'?ripnds, meaning "réund.
-1ike =an appl;}" /ﬁ;hwofk,with these neoples Wwis very
pleusant;' Most of them had some ~ducrtion :nd qwita a
fow of the younrer wmrn'coilngo srrduates.,

- o In i905 I was transforrad to. Darlington. The
United Foreign Mission Sbcint& formed by the Presbyterian
and Congrnfzfional Churchas had th;s micsion fornerly,

then the Baptist missionaries took it owr., Iowever be-

fore the Songregntional ninister rotize he advised all .
iy .

.
N
BN

‘of the Indians %c unite with th Baptist Church.. Abuut

eightren miles southwest of Darlington,«thers, was =

~ -

msarvetion of Arapshoes which was in osur! jurisdiction

" too. I boptisad meny ¢f $he Indians, IheIs ¥ v Mamy
N . .

~.

amusing things happened during our ass.ciatior’ with

tuem. Thers wos one Apapaho Indian, sub-chief “Black

3
¢ ¢

¥hite Man, vho was converted =nd was baptized im the '

North Canadian end when he was about knee deep in water

L3l

he peussd, and seid (to :bout one hundred Indians who had

éathngéd on ths banks) "fou”Indians have always called-
. " . A

)
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;' me Black White Man .all my life. I amﬁ'how Christien,

¢

and going to %9 baptised and when I wa k ‘out I want you
. all to maet me on tne banks and call me Rising Sun - for
Jesus has -risen in my hpart with hnalin 1n nis wings and
I gm & mew man." After that he was always called "Hising
Sun"; he died about two“yn;rs later and asked to be

fa v
»

buried under the name of Rising Sun.
/ "Starving "1E", & Cheyouno Intian séfvnnty-‘pif;ht N
ymars old, wanted to join my éhurch.He had a crycifix that
‘ heg showed mp, suying ha had Jesus man iwsnbty-saven years
on crueifix but "no understand nct Worshlp Jasus man 1159 |
“f@éj? man do s Hp said ha Wanted to go on Jesus Road
what I prenched abouﬁ and "fea% good Insldq“,'(youchygg -

his heart) "ALL time". I baptised him over it Saddle

4 { . N ‘ 4
— MHountein Chureh in an artificial’ bantistry buils in the
. 8ide of the mountain. T, . o~

An *Indian bOv came to nme one da and suld he wurtfd |

to un1tp ‘with the church and in . Lv1ng his axpnrinnc he

told that when he was about fdur years old narly

morning his mothar carripd him on hov back out in tne
. i

- woods where shg built a_crude altar of rocks and put



~~Tn .and sha praypd to @ﬁ God that he would lead hpr boy
in

. .J;antnd to go on my "Jesus Road" and we

N
)

!

i
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wpod in the center and maLie a firp and rmt a buffalo hide

|
on the f:{ra. Then shp turnor‘ har face towdrds the rising

to the righ‘c raligion. He 8ald }‘is mother w.5 a sun

‘ '.%orshi.)par bu* thaf she~ wisn t satibﬁpd and thit he

DtiScd him in
addle Mou’nta’in &baptis'try., Hé only lived elowfo"n‘ m‘gnthé )

sfter uniting with the church. On his d;fa’ch'bod he callad

e

confaranca with thn Indian ngent, tbs Indl an mm-chant .
1 Da.rlington, tha Indian physicien and mem 6’1@ four met

t his.baasida He said he was a "Ghrist Man and that

”his doctor said "no gy Well" e \)a;d‘ bn owed ‘che

Nma ‘chant for soms things ha had bou,ht ana hp wanted thp .

«

Agent to pay hlm. ?.a askod the m«arc ant to rsad off to

-

b.‘lm »eA?eTry,thing he had houg,bt. "’his th@ mprchant did and
whan tha merchant fipished .he s”‘id "Yns T bought tem
A.gent-'pay o Thsn he turnpd to m&,and said n1 want you
bury me - not likapgapan. Hg instruetad ’the Agent to

glve me monay ‘enougn for a coffin, a tombstona and a

fance around his grave. ‘Hea .wanted his body takran 0

¢
-

ol

-~ .
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uthe church and his funer .1 preachsd just "like white man®,
and ne wantad to be buried in tha old cnmatory shich vwas

northadsb af Dariington, 1 did nVHrvthing “he requested, I -
o

gava him ¢ whitn mdn's funer:l, put the torbstona up, «“Rd

“had a f-nc¢e hall* sround tna‘;raye. ) "
- , n - '. ”\
-_Chiaf Throe Fingers- .n' Lis wifa were converts of

our church, ¥rs, Three Fingers weighed 315 pounds-and I

wel ghed llﬁ.{nhfg‘n I veptised h?fi‘. The‘f Wnrﬂ both full

° 0“ N
“ Lo e * -'\ -
. 3

blooa Cheyennes. o - .

5

' Little Crlef Timid visitad, with va @ out inil

(

He kgpt comﬁlainine of hlb uid@ hu“tin~ sodn he ﬁaﬁ a
b01;, I garsuadnd him to %o ﬂixh i 90 the doctor which : ;

'hs‘did.‘ The doctor axaninhu thn boxx angd vaid hn'tjpight,w

'
, . Y

there was sonhthin& in the siun. “He nadp.a~small,incisidn
. o T fw ’ ’ P
and cut out 4r &rrow heads - Tha Cuief paﬂd hp W shot

, with an ernownr rt ynarq before,.

.
-

-

The ra, JAas a ﬁéscal Indlan nam&h “Chiave Head, Le~ .

. came‘to megwitn this pr:pgsitidn "You are a caod faller,

want all Indian be .s00ds ST tell Low to get him". . i,
.showéd me a Mescal Leyn and said "You take Mescal foad

’
-
- . -
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I tagg qésus Road ¢ ?b éet %ll". I %0ld him "né". e
18ked .im* in tc dluner and he came in the house nd luoked
around., My w;fn had & nice drop~bead sewing machine. be
.w;lkéd over to it_aqd ratted 1t, he eduired the vood so
much.‘ iftey dinner he left and I nnv;f sww ht o 1 ain,

' g?I sroke of the Arapaho Reserv:ticm being iz  our
Juribdictian-too, I went to uresch for them in ne

summar out in the open . Men I finlchnu I ask-~d a $5.,00 P
pledge from e .ch Indian to buy a tent to nye .¢h undar,.

about eightaan subsceribed 1o bé:paid from their Goyern-

ment chacks, I had a convert "Shoi-Him~Self™, who had &

r

«

bad nam~ among his peoplées They said he stols chickens

'and would not nay his debts and shor ha amted to be

i )

baptlspd they Drotnjgﬁd but hp tcld me he had Jesus ‘in
his heart and woulq 1ot do wrong again so I baptised
him smyway. we{o oneNOf the el chieen who pledopd
$5,00. I bought the tent and the 3ay they got their’
checks was the day I t0ld them to meet me there with \
\
“th- 85,00, I"alSo wanted thalf BAlp to put tiE temt — o

up. Most of them ware walting with the monny; others
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"‘were getting their checks ¢isheds Shot<HimeSelf was thers
with $5.00 and gave it to me; but an Indian came up nd

* gald "Tosus Han , Shot-Him-Self borrow m mey but he no pey

“ pack." Shot-Him-Salf said, "I no got chrckad cash - I paEY "

.-

&hé wa} old Indiagﬁturnpd and ﬁalk;d off w?th o JaJactad
" look. Shot-Hin=Self :ot'én’niQ.angG“and rods away. Hq
rodp hard elghtasn milps to the Agency, got his check
cxsihed and rqdp_back that =vening with thrr\n Mon with h)‘.m;
H; callad-me to come ovp£ ; ;np of thrsn mep ha paid the

£5.00 to, the cthpr two and mybplf “wo re witnn,Sns. "1 piy

-

all 1 owe - Jusu< nara ’ and Hq put his hqnu ovnr his heart,

I putied him on the back ﬁnd told him I knﬂw hp tas a ood

, »

Christian,

)

At this meeting a pagan Indian, a sun’'.ad 1dol
i worshipbar, ¢c.me up to me with his‘baby. He-r put the baby ) t
in my arms saying "You bless and make & Christian too,

I want good boy."

-~

Thess Indians gave ms the mme of "Wairlwind™ which
_¥A8 the. namawof a.f&vgriXQ,gdgwghief that they. allwlgxad,uﬂn_m .

. % wll. I had comnlnted my WOrk as«missionxry among the
P

Indians. Wo ware 111 e‘.;,thegg:d at the -little Indien mission.

' - " < s
0 * -
!, . © B '5 *.
. ' ~ N .
! Y
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My audionee 8=t in sad sil;nCe.a,, sand-vhen I had finishegx b

my' farewsll sprmon an aged brave ercsg and asked us to

let nim talk. He w.o Chiof Leoft Hand, leader of the
Arupahces for farty years. We told him to sp~2ke. He
© spoks to pis gabyla in thelir language ':nd =n intnfprntor

translated g0 the whites could undnrstand. He said, "I

N

‘Y
-

*  hgve been watcainge these mission:ries for i’ourtean gmars'. -
" I nave ¢ome t9 belinVe that whut they tell i right. I
think th~ Jesus 3696 is the right road zmd:,lvwa'n(% you )
Indians to st on the Jesus a\Rogd‘and get out of tmy way
80 I can 3t on it too." Whaxll' thﬁ_chie;? had firished I

¢ullad him aside and waid, "Chief.Left Hand you hawe lad &

[

your _aogls Por many yea?s. You have always baen br:ve

. snd fearle és. Now your ;)eo‘pln are. s;tarxing on .a new
trall smd instead of you‘lmidin;; them, vou want to follow.
Yo gra n t boiné; bruve"\ _’I’ne»old‘ chief thougl}t in ’
silence far a while, thsf{x he raised h'is hend é@ said? "You

are dricht - I Join ¢hureh aow." I vas never so happy in

— s )

my life.. o

‘I wae then assigned as missionary to the non-9nglish
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speaking miners;of the state with heidduﬁrtﬂaf at McAlester,
I came 1ﬁ contact, ‘with. ppople of fourteen ﬁatiqnﬂlitiea

an_d carri’ec; tracts in all. of theé"e lméuages for diéiri-
.bution, ¥y~§irst‘s£;p was t0 breuk down the feeling of

the alioﬁs thet here was just anoﬁﬁér'ﬂurricgp out to

+

~xoloit the f reigner. This requi-  about sixz months

to do but I won their ldve and confidence and mmmainad

L}
L3

with t.em untis 1811 (two years), wnen 1 came to Okla-
h&ma City and organized the Trinity Baptist Chrch ét
lSéQaN-W-2§rd.‘ I remaived at this post el hit~en menthse

I tthI\l wa;,{nlectod Sacretar’ of the ‘B, Y.‘ P, Uy I con- o

b
tinued in the young peqple% work for Seven years .nd

) , . _ ’
during that time we purchas~d the assembly -rounds near,
Davis, in tne arbuckle Mountains, and established the

summer assembly which has become an annu.l affair., D

N

at ‘the conclusion of my service as B, Y, P, U,
- . ,‘) ] . . PR - B =
 Seeretary, 1 was electdd assisiant State Txecutive

Secretary and in 1922 I was elacted State .
. , . . - Txecutive
Secretdry, a position I held for_slavar jears. Tuls. |

18 tha hightest ;osition in't ﬁ%‘% ptist Churche. Then
N © o, R - '

I sorved six[ﬁonxhs in pvangalistic work.

\ .

L4



ROUNDS, (DRJ) T+ Be INTMRVITH, ~ 10036

e
LA 1] .

11 o

.

I returred to Oklahdmaacity to bpcoiq pa:tor of the

Cristwood Baptist Church at 16th and Villa, Since I took
’ over this- church #e have organized and ar~ suporiing

four mission churches. My son, Reverend W, C, Ruwnds, is

pastor &t ons of these ;alssions at Wri ht Station.

[ 4
-~

..Tach yeér I f&ke a weok off and visit aiong riy ve-

"

Loved f%iénds,‘%ha indians. I go to oné ;oT0Up on~ Sunmer
'J%hd-thq next ;ummer I spend a weak with' the ¢ther, DBut
1 love m; Cheyenne « Arapaho énd pagan Indians :nd wa 80
Ahthankful we cuma here instead of going to Ghina. ;n all
wise Father giided where I %as Eest fitted amsng the
Indians, many well meuning versomns do not comsidar the,
Kndign’earnmoniea or dances as matters of relision .yet

Most of thasa ceremoniaes are Jdaeply relisinus nd repre~

sent -a survival and refineissnt of ideas which are ancient.

! ‘ .
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Legend told by Grant, Arapaho Indian,
- Interprrter for Dr. Rounds.

.

3

Many moo;zs_ age my peopla cams over .atery, Travelsd
through ice and snow, thay traveled for many years through
big timber and ﬁi’g;h land, Snpw all ‘bh(:»~ time. Cross ﬁ:stef
and fin;:lly eame to prairia. ;‘Iier» they stop. Plenty of
game o Grant bellaved his poG};ln came from Asia and’ that
they_,;‘came thr&ugh Alggka finally dettied IBto-the Unite‘d
Sta?:oe;. He statejd thet thiél tradition had been handed

down from gansrztion to genoration.

”~



