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. 4 . .
. Ly parents bro: yht e to Indian Terrvitory ia the

late ’vo’s, I thinw, abo:t 1878 or 1779, Father sattled
near Savanna about eleven miles south of McAlester. He
came up to haul timbers fGT’Q mining companyQT We lived

in a log houseé in the edge of & woods, abdut two miles

i d .
‘fras the ninlng ea po - ' ‘ .

(4

e wefe not hsre but about a year untid Pa d{sappear-

.~ .

ed, I was too small toc helr with the livingz, so ldother

moved first to Lehigh and later to-Coalgate to keep some
boarders.- The men who worked in the mine Whoarded with

—~

—hes,—They sash o A4 hir 218,00 _per month for reals and &

7

vamw

Y

ijg\to sleep ing‘ She gave theﬂ a lunﬂh.early la the morn-

ino and; did ngt see’ themdggai" until nighta So the"were
only at the house for two maals a dgy and to sleeu, ex-

L]

cept ,om Sunday. -w#e&.had t0 buy everytngng‘gt the compsny

store. . B .
' ' d@: ) . T . . ' 1
The soil in & mining eountry is all alkali or soap-

e N

stone am you‘cannot raise-a gardem s6 everything has to .
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be bought. ~ We hud to buy watsr. '.»f;‘ vater wagon fame '
. - ]

around every few days and we had to’ pay 20 cenys for

F 3 .
a barrel of watere An old mun and woman cdang ouce a

week and gathered up all the dirty olotha.s ‘rom the
h,ouses in our'ro;:: and to % the'y away to wilsh,.- Ttgey
char~-d S ~ents for a familv's vm"shf. Mothet ~lways
dijd- her ovm ironing.

~. There weTe no schools sad~ the bglys around these

7~

~

and unting when

-

umines just’grew up. e went fishin

e

ever we want~d’ to. liother was we)l-educuted a 3 we hag

a lot of boiks, a1d she always ok a paper or iwn, She
. tought me to read and figure and some way, I just learned &
things. I learned to drive Yy going with the men wh n

they needed & little compan .or heip. Mother hnd & frame

T ——
8 s all.,c\qnpanyraowned and was

house of four roons. 1%

not built veryf wvell, for the' company wss slways soving
the houses around. - We /burnéd etsal in. stoves at Coalgate.
The compan- owned s blg store, everything was gotten at

- Id

ompany

the store 1n the w y of f'c;ed and clothi»ng, * The

»

) B - ;
{ssued scrip and a/lot of people never sll any money at

41l. Thelr wages would &ll be used *;xp in scrip befors .
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.pay day. Nine people éut of ever, ten all around théref'
.wogked’for thq mining compeny in scme éépaci Yo y |

| we wére only eight miles qff the main line an-d 4?'fs
there was a 1ittle short train that =mde-two trise & -
there ann they‘we id jnet turn thg ¢naine ainugd “nd ¢
start rigbt'hucko |

e brought fresh vegetables nnd meat; mostly beef
every day, There were several large runches neargy,
froa which bptter=ilk ana butter“wera broucht to the

miners. The gruss-fed sto~t wes s0. th-t butter rnd also

butgsrmil'-did nbt cuét nuch--135 ecents for butter and 1°

© génts p T galldn for butternilk, Ve used camned milk for
7S “

i

.
~2

L

the cuffee, .other bated-hsr own lightbread and ples. ;
d . ’ 1L ' LT . .

©

N S~
Cuttle grew up on gross asd never gost snything but a

lttle teAding .

There was‘good fishing. Ve had lots of crnavs;'
. Yhe Indians cenlled tﬁem all Bdgﬁy; There were Cghey Rogey, o
Clsar Bogny, -uddy 3ezgy, an Little éog«yo I mostly ’
Tished on‘Cahey Boggy. The wild caqe thét you make f}sh

poles out of grew a 14% im Caney Bogry. T usually carried

}
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a 1ittle gun and hunted sgquirrel while Lg§¥££§§\were g

biting, Sometimes I would gé home with so much gare

and, fish that I could hardly walk; cother days T mighf
‘ handed ~
come home pretty nearly as empty/ss I started out.

Wt I en1ld usuelly get a squirrel. I almoct always had

g trout line  nut at night, an saustimss I w6u1¢ catel )

‘.

a fish haigﬁing six pounds. Ever. kind of fish has days
- that fhey bite and days that thay don't. Somé days- I

would catch goggle-eyed 5erch; somet@m@slcatfisﬁ or

‘s

" huffalo or drum. e ate evenything that [ eaught, but

some kinds of fish were better than others.

-

I had one sister just youager than T ¢9d Mother,

r

Sister, and I, 1lived at Coalgate until thé Opening™of the . '

-

Oklahoma County to se%tlement>wﬁen Lq%her got a wagon, -
put bows amd a sheet in 1%, und bought a span of little

muies. At the store she got a sack of flour, a side of

”~

bacon, & sacx of meal that had 0 be sifted, soé green

coffee that had to be roagied.énd ground, and & camping
. . Y

outfit that she thought would do. Then, she, Sister, y

and 1 went over to be in the »ace for land to ma%e us a - .

L]
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home, I was quite a lad and had plcked up considerable

information about driving end handling tears. When we

I

yewerobthousandg of

’

wagons ewaiting theiy turns to oross., There was only °
ons place that you could cross, but every one helped

evaryone else who needed =ny help and soon all were

s -

over, Toming a8 line down the whole length of the roun- -

try which was to be Opened.

Promptly at noon on the 22 of April, 1886, a man in

army uxiform cure fiding out where evsryone could see

~

him and flred & pistol imbo the air. The race was on.
iother had & red fleg in her huznd e-d she run not firty
feet from where she'qu standing 2nd stuck her'flhg into
the g?cun?f’ Everyone rusﬁéd by us und we were left far

-———-"/.-

behind the mob., We camped there for twe or three days,
- v:’y.

»

wien Fhe‘placing p&fty ca4e~by té survéy our lend and %o
, glve us'an offiweial Blip sho;iﬁg the juarter we had,Lgid

clair. tGa‘cmgthar found ﬁﬁatﬁ§he was simo.t in the center

of & parter that border~d on the river. we filed praperly
; .A%d 'set up ‘camp, plowed and planted & little f=ed stuffs

1t was t00 late in the yeur to plent mucu,

1 B
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iI vwas & lad of & boy but I.cannot tell yovu the

7 nghggliuxhqt I bad when I trod the lund Ghat I felt some
day Qé ﬁculd heve fitlf to =ndé to Know Fgat I was my
"mother's prbtsntor, I:felt Qhat there would never ve
saything thétcl would be afraid of. 7 made permanent
canm %; a little stream. The graas was waist high
eyerywhere, The mules ¢id ast ared sy feed, except

V?&t th;} could "rustle* for themselves. For sne year

we wnfé very heppy and contented, impfoving the camp &and

planning ‘our home. across the viver in the %hickasaw

ﬂatiqn\thére wus a big cattleman, who h.d a lot of lend

-

IS

leaged, and he care over.a‘@'éontgstedAour clain won and
.\ set us, 0.%; he 7lgwed us pluct off the mep™e iimdanli%/*f,w4_«;

. - N
vnow how they did it; .but, of course, I know 1t was done -

-

beecguse of money.

¢
-y N

The town of Normen was being 1nid out and builldin
was going on. I copld get - little work thers, digging

ditches and helping run 1liues; so we moved camp over

.

thers. There wers only & few little shacks in Horman.

t stayed there a year ar- more, then vent back iato the

- e ~

-
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‘Chickasaw Nation and bired out to a big ranchman, "Red"

& - J :
4lexander. Hiﬁf &%;;nd lay buek on the washita Riyer,

|

There was 2ot & house 'around, bat the big old raanch-
noas 'o  It-<contained two monstrous roos vl th a hall

between und a bunch of lots sn. eribs around., I got

o «

$20,)0 per month r.nd all expenses, includi’y washing .

-

‘end irosing. I wes general handy man. I did vwhatever . <
Fam™

. T was told to do, but here I Teally lesrned t¢ ride the
y .

? vorcet, I di’sremerber, but I think thet I stayed with

-
.

"Red" for four years. ~ I broke & lot of horees for him.
N N - ‘.,.?’

N

de had = strain-of buckskin horsc 3 thut were never

eritled, These horses had bleck-- stripes down itheir baexks

$
' -~

‘

and bluek ‘stripes on thoir lower 1imbs.—4 -horse wds ridden

. o~ ” - ’ - ' ”/Z\
o _ e
/o.nce a wesk for & real herd day and then allowed to rest - 7~
Z . . - - < ) T b
g week, He ywas not ridden sguin .n%il his iay caie around

e~ . ~

"

- ' ’
1ad every time the herses dey  came, he would have to be

.roﬁ","j ‘nd snubbed down to a pest '.1d saddled av br(;keﬂ

e

- L A& . . !
Jute any on® riding & horse would have tov ride hig¢h .for
. AN -
< .

e few tinmes aad watch out for trfin~-s, for the horse was
’L\ -

a4

sure t3 pitch if the weather wad 1 ltttle cool or raiay.
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After he was broken out he would be gentle for the mhale

day and you could rope yesrilnss from his baa: 1) dary. |

.

*I went work for a mwn after- left "Red” who hnd
@ stealn of big sorrel hor;{;,\gald~favpd with glass coe

\
.
=, .

_ayss. They lookod 80 much alike thqt‘wn5~JuL4 sourae 1

teil them ipdrt., They were the bigast ruseals\yag ever
- . N , LY -
saw. He had three of these guirrels that wers over fifteen

years old and they hud to be broken out every time %Eeir

©

day ce e just as though‘théy were wild. The anly dtfférence

s o~

sas that, t“rsugh the iearﬂ they had leurned everj trick

under the sun about how -ta throw;« rider. qu surely had
NN “ .
t6 ‘now how to rLdémthemJ After threy Werﬁ'brokeﬁ'but the,

’

wafﬁ”asigéttte—ﬁs—%ltteﬁs~9wé~weu&é~eat_ou$_nf your rande .

It was & lot easier t0 Dbresa a wi;d hqrw\, it usually «

plt"hed a few timms ‘and *then began t- Zmu,a;nx, if it daid

not fall witL Jou, you‘yere pretty écfe, but if\it'ald run

——as < e - -

or’ try to lie down and-rfub yOL o%ﬁ‘its bhé%; you hed ta

" xnow how to Junp free;from the saddlse and you. esulld aever
have time to pi~k the place to light; -so you would have %o
leénn how to“bun«h’foqrself ts save jour bones. At that

. I heve had ﬁy 1égs caught and broken sevsral tinses and wy
) ~ ‘ ' ‘
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‘ghoulders knocked down more times than [ ecould cousta .
I have seen a faw wiid horses tira-d bact to the range,
because they could never bLe bri<en to ride, Ther act-

. ALl ) )
ed lice they had ao sense., Th=y waould naver »~et brid. -
wise, aid [ have seen a few hors~s saot. These wouil

art 80 viectous just as thougzh they sare Hossrssed of

- the devil md a 1otroflﬁ&?ﬁ‘anﬁnmanwgningii;ed,
There sre & 'loi of men here who hsd just dvifted

o1t of the pastern stntes with nosn..meg that were r~al.

2

Thazre xas 0. celebratiaqn abact burying a on ia thaosse

. ’ 4
days. hen a nan got %illed wg just dvg 8 hole In the

 grou-! und S0t hiw in it. Some times a coffin wis ade
. @ [
ey

foar his but not often. Ususlly, he wus just wrapp~d in

his hlanet and rollsa (ato the hole aad ~overed up.,

- ¢

. L e - ~ m1ey
\ , A )glew
L2 4 . A rs
. 1
- 7 * . -

€§§£Wat was about all we cau'd do. ve had two graves on £.‘
Eillsuﬁder‘a‘b;aokjS*' tree that fori-~d Jittle moﬁndh for’_
a lons time. One po; wag killed by u horée snd & few‘days
1uter two m;n plek=d w qﬁarr=1 in ' - y rd by the bunx

houses =4 drew guas. One mua wss %illed; the ather

’

< .
drifted away. There was no one to urrest him and iavesti-

.

gate the affair. Gua law was the ouly law. A% Paris, Texas,

\ . - »
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on the soutn and at Fort Smith, Arksnsas, on the east

’

were the nearest United States .zrchels .ud, verhaps,

<

* . if you started there to report a crime the an would | ,

.
°

be gone when you got Lack wita = officer or p raps
you could dot, ’iud an 0““icer—-hu w19 be busy so.e-

whera else, Those days wer» bugy days Tor the "lews”
< ' . .

They were f0stly Odt on tbe tra 11 sonewhere.

"‘“‘f““*-~—ul,hﬂgﬁnow gathered (uite a strin.y of hars:e nd I
) > M '\A—x\%‘i I W N ¢ ~
hid my mother to ‘think of and I had seved iy noney, aever =~~~
coahling ol dranking it up 11 e so many of the boys did. .
T got a fause of wy o fra. an1 6ld Indien wormdn naned .

roliie Raglluc .*She was a real‘o&d-woman an. Had married

.4 ..

- — - a-vyatte men andnhe$h&dmxﬁn_gf£‘§pd left her ggg\g prn x8”d

ity gtay with h-~r for eight years. She ng*ﬁﬁd tha t chod&d -

-have averything [ made on the land I cleer-d €0 I PuT Ip

& 1lu-hguse, fenced juite @ corral for .y cows &7 bullt
. £ v N
R - . L 1. R * - )
eribs and ruised corn cad céne, swest potities L. Ltler

vegetrbles, T dug & well and'built'a £004 gronad-tenk,

Por WtOc“ water; built & 1-¢-e ucross a drnw,‘u;d'had ali )K
, the stoei vater I wantede I first built.a sixteen feet |

. .
. . R

square logroom and wsat for mdtherb After she came and Irad

\ .
@
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more time, I split logs and stood them on their emds ¢

agalnst the ome ToWTand built another rusi sivteed

e

e T

faet wide:qxd twenty feet long. On ihe inside, the
roum 1ijxed as pretty -1d smodth as you pleusn, but )
th2 sutside had ths bar<'sm-it. I put 7a a ~lanboard

raof and a rawhide’ floor. There wsas & 2lttle sawpill

®

in the comnunity where they sawed logs on the hulves,

tal there was no way~of dressing‘themﬁgoxn to ma e tham
- _ . S . '
. lon¢ stocth.onr both sides. All doorfucin:. ane window

S

<

“facing nnd to be cut byrhead. . I hid two windcow-snslizs
-~ - N N a
in this roon, two . ud”one~hslf feet s u.ro, for light.
o

. . 1,
The sasgt 'w:s stationeyy and cotld notl be apen<di,; it %‘s

3

"rer light unly. I wext tc’ghe.blncksmith and h:d ain

pake hinges§ for my doors. w8 uscd wosden pegs for a
NN

latch e¥cent when we wers to be guae f£or coveral desys as
’ : ' - .

vae {he. cuse every time we ‘weit to tow., there was & hole
bored in the donr =ni ane in the jawb«: o befure 'we went

v

i
Lo towm we drev 4 tr..ce-chain throah the-e holea uid put

& padloeck on 'the chein.’ 4°'door had two wrought-fron

\ 38

.

hinges put -¢. with -six screws each, Town was. thirty (;V
0 “ N » ~
wiles away; we hud t) g0 either to Fauls Valley 6r to
. . i .

~
\
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<3
iynnewood., Jé never went Lo towm ex~est (n & covered

3
-

magon and we would camp in the wagon yard. ve lid not

»
'

go to town often, - , . p .

vie raiged everyilhing we wo ted at hore; we nad

= potatoes, caboage, turips, vnl thin~s 1i-e that ths

’

yeur rouaid, for we wouald guther then in the fall aad
meke & graast mound af them, ¢ wver this sound with corn

. )
ctalks a:d then divt, whi~h wouid Kenp these vegetables

4 .

o0l to et ti1l th-re were 3w 0185 nert Se:sin. Je

-
«

raised anr ogwu ae:l, made.or lard .l iwdlesses, e

3

couls huave Srocn meat (o, dyy by zuiny to ths woo for
- ~ o .

it or we, e~ld huave fish a1 the catehing. Je had plenty

2

of deer, turxey,.aq.irrels, ,uill oll the your rownd and
. N . . N & vaal
in the fali".a3d ‘winter, ws had bear; 200~ vhssuw I

‘

<ept a pa~t of loar-efire] houpds, vlae: a.d tau and Ted-
ho1e. .othiir 43uld vet those two Dresis. They could
~ M :

huit all alaht od the. call far more. It wudd tickle
'. @ ) ) R ’ $
theu to deathfor we to put on my Wa.ing cap amy cxll
o . é*a,¥ T N : X
theme I had 4 cap, with &‘lgup In the frunt 6f it 8o

&

13

d see how to-&im ¢t night. The cay was mede
» g

‘of fur, with.u refleotor alsut ag blg‘aé a dgor knob axd

thut?l eyl

s

A

N

~
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<

‘e 1amn was incased s thoy the 114t would noat blow

o4t emy T oould s=¢ %6 .ir Fifty £ ot in froat of e

especially 1L T -~ould shine the li-ad irnto tie "vur int'em
' 6 - <

gyes. The do-'s did no* - lw.  writ Pay 1 to o with

the , but would zo aloas =% when they #2u.l tree aay

thiag I would” 'o & d see what it wi 1If T wated to,

. I usually could :ell by their bur: whot they hoad tr-ad.

I hunted 'coan, 'possul, wildesnt, bobests, rnd s‘aunts

in the xsinter faor their hides. .4 ©ood ‘'eoon would. brins,

“about B -eants, 'possw about 20 cents, ond u skunk would

.

be'priceﬁ arcording to the size’one strips.

Albcbcct is 2 gru. ent with o shqrf, 3.6 i1, A
vl 1dend iq ssotted ,mITe like a 18dp% td,‘ﬂni is very .@ane
4@ 1 rmg a ngud's gar open with one swile. 1 a dog

W

[ RLRY
-

:;ap and j<§x), nev

ng treed.a daqgerous snimel, the aog will hop about @

"giving tae 'veruni” a ghance to jump

on him, but 11t 1s a grum or sotisthing live that,

eep ny hnunds Qﬂf'.

f*’

§bring and suamer I had %9
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to feed them on cornbrecd  and wilk, wnd whén I did

not have time to go kill semetning for thou I w.uld .
foed then with sersps frouw the tabie, In the winter I

alweys scinned all the "varmints" I killed i put ull

of thex intyu a .ettie exrept the swuex awd would bLoll

them until “they were about haif doue 1ud’ thaigferd thea

»

~

to the dogs, us I never liged Lo give .y hounds raw

reate I did not want the.. tu thiani the, ¢ wld xill

their osu meat, fur fear they ..ight ;et to Killiné vigs,
calves or desr. I ha%q heard my hounds bay .any times -
£t two, 0F three o'ecloc in the morning, and T would crawl
gut of bed aand go to see wHut they had, fViedlived on Yhia
plac~ unti . ﬁother‘diad aw was buried on the place., T
can't tell much abo;t wother's religion but she was @
good woman snd I knoﬁ she is safe and happy+tiomeshsere.

J began to freight for a campsny, when Mother went
avay. The company owned &l eguipment &nd drove cattle
to their wagcns. The iongue was cut off of one wagon ami

- A
fastened behind the other .ith & trace-chaln and five or

six yokas_of oxens were hitched to the front ‘Wegone This

is a slow, but suve, way of moving hundreds of pounds of

~
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freight. I lad gottén 87 used to enving my money for. ..

Mother that I Just we:t"on savins up'm moner. I have
woriad hoard ana Lived h)q?écly. § hav: dons nothine
in v life thul I am, asha»d 5f. I prowlel around at
Cfirst one thig a:nd thee waothéf, I got to buying up
cattls from the Indizne for soue big shi ;pera I.would
ge? twe or three horseg «nd ah Indian bey for guidé and
interpreter snd w rklone getilmient of Indisns at a2 time.
I hav-'had @ 1ot of dealjngs'wﬁth the Indians, Pirst and

last,; ond I wunt $0 tell youd.there was never a sjuarer

g%%ragg nf pednle in the w.rld. They always <eep their wond

-

ARl angpe 'y yo1i to k ey yourg\nqd I nave et mv first time

. ‘to'havevun Indian misrqar*s~ht nis stoak to me for a

1ittle more,?dne;; [f t'.e Iull=ns pr5ﬂ19°d vou they would
have ‘@ bunch of cattle‘fc¥ you at a gorbain place on sueh
nnd”sucg a day, you<nule Jezond on the cattie's being
there. The I[ndians never far-ive a wrone nor forget a .
kindneas and they deal foirly with vou if yvou &eal f;irm

1y with thers I heve been to their tribel trials and

have %nown thew Lo condemn a2 man to die, =2nd he would be

.
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turned loose to 4o 35 he pleased until the awpointed

hour. Then he would be at the place rea to be shot.

They believe every Indlan goes to0 the Heypy Hunting

.

Gr wunds .reg.yiélecs of how he wus or liv-d =nd thet i~
the Happy Huaotime Zrounde there will e an oy .ortunitw
to ba Do, there an Ipdin,his harse.ud dou rnd w1l

that he has ever lrv 3, will enjoy et-rnal diiss to-

.

gether.

I asve been on lots of interestins hunts, but I

wouli rather go tear hunting thew do uny kind of hustins. .

dears are so 1lancrent of guile nd put up sueh a ‘fair

»

-
e - ) ’
#fizht with the doss aunl . lways vy down lie ge-tleren,

3 , . ’, . ‘

. fucing 'thafr foes., DBear me.t is stz heslthiest mest of

all wild nest. It is swaet ond cleun-tasting, for s
rs

bear eats nothing excorpt good, clssa nuts enl grein, with

\

fish a=2d honey. Somehlaes th blaek bear cight get a

very iittle pig, but not oftan.<~Ycu can teke ¢ bowl of
sure bear-grease n d crumble your bread into it, eat it
112 soup and iik» % &nd you never fuel lik~ you have v
had too wmuch grevse and yeu would " be hungry again in
~an hour or two. Besr meat and fat diqest very readily

€

L .. . P
thet you feel like it dies not stey with you.

‘
~
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(_)nce' twelve men, ineludin., myself, went gver into
Devil's Liountain to huﬁf beur; w c;He near i« fraezing
ito desth nd would nave I1f w h'd noi hna sd’nuc& rice
plnewood 0 burn. Thers cu e sich « b~ gnow TH Y .
Besr hiu In his evve - hii uat et Jae, \\

o~

I would rather hove a robs, o .t,- or Ty eda fror

~a besr s in than from the s'in of uny aalnsl thet lives.

A bear will gét so fut th-t ho e vy walr andl will
wigh betwnen  aipght hudr~d shg 2 thoasand paads. T

have .ilied & lot of ti-wer wolves, their hiuss na s
N ! .
nlee rugs, tho. You ray tlink tepse [ ore cold, hut they

were a.wuys Jintd with fhe pelts of aulmnls, ona the flaor

ig usunlly two or three pelts arouad itre [ireplace. I

tell o4 the way the Irndlans used t0 !.lve .wns wholesome

and ~le.a and their religion could not be beanten and the

LI

Wy

sac e thiag le true of theiy norels, I 2lways found Indians

.
1

3 ¢

true blue. I married a trje woowin 7t we have miged five-
\ .

’ N ~
1 » v

. ' ~

ciildrea: One boy cad four giris, u.ad sdueated the o gll |
N - , N . ¥ ;

o xi thay are 1) 1200d cliizrens 01l hQave hasen 1hle to care

for theiselves through sll thesa.bad thmes. ” Oklahoma.for

ne alweys, ~

Yo

-

Y



