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RUSSELL, WILEY. ’ , INTERVIEW. J 8917
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An 1nterview with Mr. Wiley russell, ‘Altus, Okla.
By - virgil Coursey - Field Worker.« )
October 12, 1937
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Mﬁ father, k. C. Hussell, came to this country

~

in lBBQ,and helped found thq-little town of Fra;}en.

This was Greer County, 'rexas, then and was very s

~

sparsely settlgd. rrazier was rea}ly a place which
‘e " I . - ~

served as a stop-over for cowbeys to drink buttermilk
at.the home of yncle Joe McClaren. in faét thé COW~
. boys named -the place nuutermilk Qtation and it was so
~called until the Government gave 1t the name of Frezier
-

when a postoffice was establis@ed thereo

- . /

Ugcle Joe kcClaren carried the mail Qrom vérnon

to Frazier for some time and his daughter, Mrs. Holt,
was the first poetmistress there.

| In‘18go{ﬁy father openad a Jewelry store at
Frazier and ipfis s;ill open today iﬂuXT%us. éhe cost|
oﬁutEis f;rsékehterprise wou}d'probhbly have a value
of ten dollare and all his equipment for repairing
watches could have been pléced in a cigar box,

AfterJthe flood of 1891)the town was moved east
~



RUSSELL, WILEY INTERVIEW. 8917 -

to the~presenﬁ gite of aAltus. The jewe;£y.busineaé T —
was for some time ppnducted in the front o& Je Do |
Pendleton's Drug‘St;re. .

. Father hauled freight from Vernon at times
and also sold water-cooled ¥efrigerators. The records = -

,6f his business indicate that fifteen dollars was a

‘big month's business for watch reﬁairing in the early

days.
My father was the first tax assessor for old
~_ :
Greerfﬁountisggd‘upénlhg\took office taxes were low,
© ~ \T ‘Tm\"' \“

never eiéeeding 31.12‘oh &he“§100;00 and people werd
so scattered that it took nine months to complete

the sssessing and the making of th§ tax rolls. Father
received a letter from the state Comptroller congrat-
ulating him on the neatness of ﬁia rolls; which were,
the letter stated, the neatest from any county in
Texass. , Yhen my fathar\ran for tax assessor a second
term he won the officé—by'one vote.
While out campglgning near Mengum, Father spent

the night with am old bachelor who had "never voted
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and never intended to". But as Father was leav;ng
the next morning, the old man said‘that he believed
he yguld "just éo vote for-you®". A check revealed

that “the vote of this old ‘bachelor won the office

for nmy fatpero

In 1890, my fathei ;ndeftook maQy different
lines of Susineés{ He was editor of;the‘Aitus
Flain Dealer, a two page newspaper. .The front page
was all advertising mostly land ndtices. Father
_did everythingh;bgut the paper; he gathered néwg
and ad;eftising, set the typé ;nd ran the paper off,

T s

R = M‘__ .
. using an old George Washington préss.

He and W:‘C. Jarboe built a telephone line
from M;ngum, theocounty seat .of Greer Céﬁnty, on
i into altus. They ﬁsed the services of an old man
‘named Mathews, who was a fiddler and who “would fidgdle .
. at nights as they campg§'élong the new Q?lephone'line.
‘ thherferéa the first-automobile i&<ﬁ1tust”if*”’"”w*”
. was a second hand éha,'a "Tux'To;edoié costing §400.00,
and it only ran about Qné quaiteé of a mile when it

»

broke down, .
|



