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Interview
t ) Poison

Ramona, Oklahoma

Greenbury (Bad) poison was born December 3 , 1863

In Brown County, I l l i n o i s .

Father - Aoe Pofteoa was born, in Maryland, died

in 1893 and i s buried in Rioj£ Hi l l , Missouri* He

was of Sootoh-Irish descent*

Mother - Annie *?oods-Poison was born in penn«>

fcjrjraaia , died in 1888 and i s buried in Rich 0 i l l ,

Missouri* She <$?as of Pennsylvania, Dutch deaeent*

I f i r s t came to the Indian 5!err4t&ry from

Bates Oounty, Missouri^in 1883 and made the t r i p

in a covered wagon. I set t led on a farm near

Vinita* I made the t r i p alone for I was only 20

.years old and welcomed the adventure. X camped in

a tent for a while, then moved into a two room log /

house where I^batohedt "JherB was a spring on the

place wherfc I secured water and I used wood for

fuel. I bought my supplies from John Thomas

Satoliff at Vinita.

Our farm implfeneats were crude and I had a

walking plow and cu l t iva t to .
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J|0jg*g,s ?herd was a ford aoross Big Cabin Greek,

X toile west of ?Ialta and one aoross Litt le Cabin

Oretk, two miles east of Vinita.

Armstrong's fotd was aoross Daok Greek 25

miles Southeast of Vinita.

Bay's ford orossM Saney P.iTer, about two

railes South of Battles^illQ near whero the 7th

Street bridge i s aow looated on United states

Highway #76.

ffBBRY 'BQAg.Ss fhere was a ferry Grossed Grana

Biver west of Strove* I do not know the name

of th is ferry nor the name of the man who two. i t .

Gary's ferry was controlled, owned and

operated by Sd Gary* This ferry crossed Grand

Rite* where the bridge i s now located,

BSIiDSSS: Frazier h Farley operated a to l l

over the leosho BiVer near Miami.

fhe i)ay bridge was ovsr Ganey river south of

Battlesville near the old Day ford. The land

on the south side of the river was owned by Jim

Bay aaa oa. the aorth side by William Johnstone.

this !a?idge was operated by Bill Shi&n*
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There was a stage route through the Kiow&

with a poet offioe at seminole. The

, Kansas & TeaaB railroad ran through

Tinita and I reoeived my mail there.

The mail was carried from Vitiita to South-

west City, Missouri, loaated just over the

line ia Missouri., t>y mail hack.

fPhe mail was carried from Goffeyville, ^

to Bartlesville by mail haoi, Arthur I.&orgaa

drove this haolr..for a while and later became

post master at Bartlesril le , an offioe he f i l led

for several years*

We fished in Qraad Biyer where we oaught

oatf buffalo, and son peroh and we supplied

$arselves with plenty of wild game for meat.

fh«re was abundanoe of d©ert turkey, prairi®

ehiaken and quail.

September 3 , 1893^1 was married to Emma oyler

at Vinita, Indian I&rritory; and we. made our home on

a farm tx6ar "Viaita for several years.

In 1901 I registered at % Reno for th© Eiowa
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and Gomanoh© land opening hut did not receive land.

I l ive ; among the iela^are, Cherokee and Shawaee

Indians and found them a fa i r ly civil ised t r ibes j

however,.a Iarg8 seroentago of them were not married.

*?hen their land was allotted they "'ere reouired to be

married aeoorCinr the ^hcrckee "afinn's la^s before

-they 0.0ul<? receive lanci', for thie teszon. -any of

them ^ere forced tc marry* s •

TKe Indians had their 6^n oourt where they

handled t l e i r , criminals for small offences, ^

federal oourt was held at Fort limith, Arkansa

The Indian £olioe was appointed by the louiin

court-to make any arres ts for small offenses,

and to keep the white nan from entering the i r

reservations'! otherwise they hac no ju r i s t io t i en

over the white man,

*?om I'.onroe ^as the Uniie'' StatoB ii-arehal ^ho

took care of the^ or initial, cases «*hero I Ire^si.

Some of the other. United states Marshal? I Vne«-

wer-f^Bud, Ledbetter, Ike peoples, Jke Ropers and

Homer flruner.
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John Duncan, a fu l l blooO Cherokee, acted as

in terpre ter for his people in our v io in i t y .

There was 3- Ja la-are ohuroh south cf Vinita,

o*n Mustang Greek *?here *?e attendee sometimes*

Mr* KetohuE , a fu l l blood Jola^ara, preaqhe^ to

his people, ^e <;id not at tern, thi-e church often

for he preacher thsough an in te rp re te r ana t r i e

became very monotonous*

QAgTl.5 HAJI3HES; The Sam 3obb Ranch ^aslocated

about where "aid no^ stands* This -̂ ae known as

the Bar 5 Bar Ranoh arrl t h o i r brand mas -T-« He

owned about 13,00 r hea: of c a t t l e . 3,^00 hea-1

^as '-.oved to a psnoh six miles Northeast of ^ i n i t a

t?here they ^ere fattened aoxi sfaiopeu from Vini ta

to the ransas 3i ty market.

"he, u c To^ris ^ere scrose th l i ne in Kansas, A. t

j |ai4«rell, Kio^a and ^heyenne. ^ome. of the ranches

fiihippe.. frn;- Oaney, 3offeyvil le and : : ie in asx as '

t h i s r»as nearer the jherokee ijationf and the c a t t l e

would only be d'yX'sren a few ir.ileB to the r a i l r o a i .

L a te r when the railrpa*. ^as completed^ Tulsa became

a shipping point .
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t' By 1880nthe Santa Fe had bu i l t i t s l ine t o

the Indian Ter r i to ry border, t o Ooffeyville, •

Arkansas Oity and Jaldwoll and a fe« years l a t e r

to Kiowa, Kansas. The fta&afcirfcraofc ~ I E ' l a i d from

Arkansas 3i ty to ^noa Oity, to *?hat is n;^

perry and en to the a^.na-^ian River . . I n 163^

the road TOP opened to puxGelle

In 1871 the ],:isscari, Fansas ana -exas roas

was la id to Big Oabin S ta t icn and an extensive

ca t t le aoadin/' yard -as aonstruoted in the Inc ian

fsrritorye

PerryYille,ln the 3hoctn^ nation was -jirther

oattle. shipping station, however,, the shibpins: "Jc

in the. Indian Territory' ^as not use<". tc a great

erfcent and larpe t r a i l herds continued to flow

northward to the T-:ansas shipping points,

^ed Fork located southwest of Tulsa -ir the

end of the Frisco Bailrrad.

The Santa F6 r a i l r o a ^ ^ s built from jee

Kissouri to Vinita in is^l and in 1833 it ^a

esrtended to Tulsa, In 1889 ii? ^as built aor

the Arkansas Hiver to Sapulpa.
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The H.E.& T. crossed the Indian T

from Kansas to Texas" and the Atlantic & pacific
a ,,,

line reached ±ks junction *"ith the lUT^^ •?. at Yinita

before the oonfctructirn of any more rai l r rac?,

late in 1881 the Atlantic & r^oifio extended

their line froc Yinita southwest to the Arkansas •

River to Tuisa* It. -^asoomplet?.6. in. 188?. %r£.

within the next t-o years i t was astended to

Red Pork. ^ "-:*

I oame tr» ?artlesville in 1902 to woyk on

the H.K.& T» Railroau • I worked from BartlasTilie

southwest tcr San": Greek. Tor. Pearsca was the ocntraotor

on this branoh of the «ror> and *i i l iac (shorty)

MoGuire T=ras the foreman, '̂ e carded on the «mdrew

fayrten place ^'hlle «e ^e?e T?ogfejj3g-nr\ t>-1 p road,

I made my hdnre in BartlesYilie .for many years

after the completion of the ivailroa".. In I?17-»i8

I worked as police officer in 3artlesYi<tiee I' l i t e r

removed fo my present home on a fam? one-hr.lf nile ,

north of Yera, in "aehinpton Oounty» .

The mode of travel is much different no*v than

in the. early days, ""e traveloa on horse back than,
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and thought not hi rip of riding 10 or 16 miles

to a danoe. The ^men wore lonf; black skir ts

or rid log habits, anu roue side saa;;ieso "'heir

skirts hang to the s t i rrup. I well rer.ember the

first woman-I sâ " ridinp- astr iue. A small ^ilu

^est show oame tc to^n. -anil this Ionian ro •« in

the parade* This looked cueer to us an-. ef?ery~

"body was horrified«

I have a oast iron dinner pot that is over

40 years old anc. is s t i l l in use in cur hcme»


