POLSOH, GREENBURY (Bud, :IM‘ERVIE{'

#7970

99



0N GREENBURY. . INTERVIEW. 79704

AN [ ~8 -

’ ; ~ Form A-(S=149) \
P | BIOGRAPHY FORM 1690

’y

Ry WORKS FROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
Indiau~Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma

ﬁbqw

? Workarts name —ad Dy—HioB 33

1
2

> report made on (date) _ 193
3 8’?"‘ bey %3, 987 ‘Eaﬂh' 2 ”

L
3

Name oo .

A
3

gost Oftico MdXess gppte i —Ramona;—Oklabons
. . ’

Of MOTheT 4nie-Woodgwpoison—— L-0¢ OF DITth _ agpugeieants.

g or complcte narrative by the field worker dealing with the life and
kof the person inturvieweds Refer to Manual for sugzcstod subjects
pestions, Continue on blank sheets if nccessary and attach firmly to
form, Number of shcets attached e .




s 5 (GREENBURY, - INTERVIZW, 7970,

3 k 4ne Dy MoDowell

' ‘Regearsh Field "orker
*"YoddanePionoer History, 5-149
i “Beptember 12, 1937 -2
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Greenbury (Bud) Polson was born Decembar 3, 1863

T RO R AN YA

in Brown County, Illinois,

Pather - Ace Polmon was born in Maryland, died
in 1893 and is hurigd in RieY Hill, Missouri. He
was of Scoteh-Irish descent,

Mother - Annie Toods-Polson was born in Penne

' sy¥vania , died in 1888 and is buried in Rich Bi1l,
Missouri. 5She was of pPennsylvania Dutch d;aeent.

I first came to the Indian Terrdtadry from
Bates County, Missouri in 1883 and mede the trip
in a covered wagon. I settlsd on a farm near
Vinita. I made the trip alone for I was only 20
.years old and weloomed the adventure. I camped in
a tent for a while, then moved into a two room log
house where I"batched, Thers was s spring on the
place where I sesured water and I used wood for
fuels I bought my supplies from John Thomas
Rateliff at Vinita.

Our farm impléments were orude and I had &

walking plow and cultivatewv,
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There was a ford acrouss Big Cabin Qreek,

»»

PORDS:

1 mile west of Vinite and one aaross Little Oabin
Oreek, two miles east of Vinita.
| ' Aymstrong's ford wee across Duok Oreek 26
niles Soubheast of Vinita,

Da;r's ford eropssd Oaney River, about two
miles South of Baktlesvills near where the 7th

A

Styreet bridge is now looated on United States

Righway #76.

PERRY BOATS: There was a ferry orossed Grand

River west of Grove, I do not know the name

of this ferry nor the name of the man who run it.
cca‘ry‘s’fezry was controlled, owned and

operated by Eé Oary. This ferry crossed Grand

River where the bridge is now located.

20LL BRIDGES: Pragler & Farley operated a %oll

bridge over the Neosho River near Miami,
The -Day bridge was over Caney river South of
Bar‘blasviltie near the old Day ford. fhe land
on the south side of the river was owned by Jim
‘Day and on the north side by ¥william Johnstone.,
.-Q,his bridge was operated by.Bill Shimm,
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-there waps 8 stage route theough the Kiowa
'_oounttir with a peet office at Seminole, The
fissouri, Kansas & Temas rallroad run through
Vinita and I received my mail there.
| The mall was carried from Vinita to Southe
wost City, Missouri, logated just over the
line in Missouris by mail hack. .

The mail was ocarried from Coffeyville, Eansas,
to Bartlesville by mail hack, Arthur I.kxorgan
drove this hack.fez a while and later bedame
post master e.zt‘ Bartlesville, an offige he filled
for several yoars.
| We fighed in Grand River where we caught
sat, buffalo, and sun péiah and we supplied
ﬁpnraelves with plenty of wild game for meat.

There was abunﬂanée of deer, turkey, prairie

chicken and quail. ‘
September 3, 1893,1 was marzied to Emma Oyler

at Vinita, Indisn Territory) and wae made our homelon

& farm néar Vinita for geveral years,

In 1901 I registered at El Reno for the Xiowa
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and Oomanche land opening hut did not receive land.
I live, among the Yelaﬂafe, 3herckee and Shawmee
Iﬁdians and found them x £2irly civiiized tribss,
' *
however,.a large percentage ol them =gre not married.
“hen their land was allotted they —ere recuired to be
married accorcins the Jherckee Imticn’s laws defore
»the& aoulé receive land, for thic ZFeageon -any of |
them were fcrced tc marry.

3

Theﬁihdians had their ovn eouré where shé;
<.
nandled fhezr Griminals for srall offences. The
federal court was held 2t Port ﬁmith? Arkansas.
The Indian Polioe was arpointed by the Iniinn |
sourt- to meke any arrests for small offences,

and 5o keep the white man from enteridg their

reservations} otherwise they hac no jurisciction
over the white man,

Tom lonroe was the Unite’ States warshsl who
took care of the-crininsl. sases ~hero I iié@ﬁ.
Some of the other Tnited .tates Marséals 1 ¥new.
wepﬁ%{Bud Ledbetier, ike Peoples, Tke Wopers and

Homer ' Bruner,
¥ \ “v_;
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John Puncan, a full blood Cherokes, acted as
interpreter for his people in our visinity.
f
There was & Jela—are church scuth c¢f Vinita,

on Hustank Creek where we atteniec scmetimess

D
i)
IS

Mr. Yetchum , a full blood .jeiawars, praagh o

kis necple. ™& <¢id not atten. this crturch often
for he preache. theough an interoreter and tris
became very monotouous.

SATTI R RANDHZS: ™he Sam Jobb Ranch s-aslogated

here “nid now stands. This =ag known as

(@]

=

ct
k|

b
the Bar T Rar Ransh ani thalr braznd was ~T=. He
owned z2bout 18,007 hea. of cattle. 3,”7C head
was ~.oved to a rangk six milss ﬁé;tbeast of 7initso

where they were fattened and shiopec from Vinita

—_—

—_ —&3—- > N T T

“to the Yansas ity marvet.

l
~he. Jo~ Tnwns ~ere soross th line in Vansas,qat

{alswell, ¥ioma and Yheyenne. wuome of the ranches
8hippe. from OJaney, Soifeyville and “lzin =Z®X as =~
this was nearer the )herokgg;g;gggﬁ, and the cattle h
would only be ﬁriggn a few miles to the railroau;

L atgr when the railroa. was gompleted, Tulsa begame

& shipping point.
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" By 1880nthe Samba Fe had built its line ¥o
the Indian nerritory bofder, to Coffeyvills,
Arkansas City and valdwell and a fer 3 years iater
%0 Kiowa, Kansas. The Pirabitrask weg laid “r%m
arkansas 3ity to Touea Sity, to what iz ao-
rerry and on to the T-naidian River ..In 1687
tbe road was onene& to Purcelle <

In 1871 tke Lisucuri Tansag ans —exZas road

was laid to Big Csbin Staticn and ar extensive

ot
[ 1]

cattle Boadine yard —as aonstruoted in the Incianm
Tarritory.

Perryville,in the Shoeto~ ation was -acther
eattle shipping station, however, the shinning nciate

in the Indian Territory was not usec 7 a gresat

extent ans large trall herds conbinaed to fiow

northmward to the Tansas shipping noints. v
Red Fork located Southwest of Tulsé ~a¢ tha

eni o2 the Friséo Railrcoad, |

| fhe cants Fe railroge-was bullt from fecsho,

¥issourl to ?inita in {;:; and in 1888 it ~us

extended to Tulsé. Inn 1889 1% -as built acr-os

the Arkansas River to Sapulpa.
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The H.K.& T, arossed the Indian Terrdtéry
from Kanssgs to Texas and the atlantic & ™agific
linefreached,$29_jughtion with the 1/,7.% T. at Vinita
béfore'%he conﬁtracﬁicﬁ of any more raitrcads,

Tate in 1881 the rtiantic & ®acifis extende:
their line fr@m Vinita ecuthwest 1o the Arvansas

River t¢ Tulsa. It =wag complet:zd in 1882 and

W

within the next t—c ysars it wes extended to

-

Red Fork. __—

—d

‘I came 1o Rartlesville in 1972 ¢ =orz on )

the Vo¥.86 Te Railrsas o« I morked from Rartiesvilie

r

southmest to San: Jreek. 7o Pearscn wacs the contractor

P ) e

on this branch of the work and "iilian (gcoruy)

MoGulre was_the fdreman. e camped on the anirvew

-

s

Tayrien p%aee~%h;1 g Were wnrk;ng on Trig read.
I made my hodrre in.BartLesvi¢la Lor many years

after the completion of thg tailroai. In 1017-118

I worked as police officer in Zartlesviile. I later

removed fo my‘preseat home cn a farp ﬁne-hélﬁ nilel

-

north of Vera, in mashington Scunty. |

The mode of travel is muck Ciffereat now than

in the early days. ™e travelea on horse back then,
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and thought nofbing of riding 10 or 16 milses
to a dance. The women wore lons black skirts
or riding habits, anu rode slde sausiles. ~helr
skirtg hung to the stirrun. I well remember *he
Pirst woman I sar ridinys astride. a small wiié
west show aame t- town and thies woman ro:e iz
the parade. This looxed cussr $2 U8 an-. svery=-
body was horified.

I have & gast iron dinner pot that is over

40 years old awn. is still in use ir cur hema.
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