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Interviewer.

August 10, 1837, Interview with

William V. McConnell,
Vien, Okkahomr,

Mr, McConnell is one of the %ry te‘y‘remaini,ng who
sndured the orisis of t{x\e greut Civil Wa.;'. ‘

He was born in Chero\kpe County,.Georgla, near the
tomn of Bon.ell, February {4, 1848, Some of his ancestors
and relatives were removed to Indian Territory in 1838 by
the government, over the "Trail of Tears," buk his inéediate
family was permitted ¢o remain in Geargis bec}mse of ,their
mifjed blood with the Whites. g /;

Mr, McConnell was but thirteen ysara of age t‘c : /
the outbreak of the Far. He was attending school along |
 with hundreds of other buys, most of them being scme years/
older.

This school was at Atlanta, Georgiame. us the War
progressed and man power became needed by the Southers trcmp?,‘
the entire :chobl was drafted into service. 4s there were
about seven hundred o; thess boys, they were divided into

seven oonmpanies and were known as the State Tro ps of Joe

Brown Speck, under the commmd of Lieutenent W, J. Hardee,
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and later were placed under u Methodi st Biahép. Genersl
Poke., General Poke was killed in battle on loat
Mountain in Georgis,

MrchCognelllwas reluctsnt to mpesk of his
experiences in the ermy, simply stating historians
had alresdy written what the South suffered during
th&i War and that they had not exmgmerated it a% all,
In ;:is heart he still ho'da the grudgs sgeinst the
North and the Cnion Armmy, stating he has never lived '
sbove the Ha‘aon and Dixex Liae and never intemda to
do 804

Mr. MeGannellhad a longing in his heert to

onos visit his Cherckee relatives in the Indisn Tere
ritory and he ocame to the Chcrokee Natier ¥n Y892,
never t¢ legve..: He settled in the ‘bow%%’which he
now lives, Vian, Oklahoms, end begen to farm, all
of which kas proved very proffiasble to him. Other than
faming, he worked sbout the town and commnity doing
cerpenter woxx, for he was a good mechanic, This
knowl edge he had scouired dack in Georgia.

Soon after his arrival the comsunity needed =

gin.so that they could gin their cotton imstesed of
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having to haul 1t miles to a gin et VWebbers Falls,
Mr. McConnell built the first gin at Vien; this
gin was finenced by N. B. Blackstone.
Vian at this time was just & little village that

ern Rail-
hed sprung up slong the St. Louis Iron Mountain & Jouthh

road which had only been built through this section of
Indian Territory some three or four years previousdy.
Buildingiactivities were good and My, McConnell
was very busily engaged st his trade for some time.
teamboats were still going up and down the Are
kensas River, slthough the railroad had been built
to Vien. These steamboass carried cergoes of freight,
*f~cotton,,ngg“;nd lumber es well as passengers end
mail, V
The railroed did not pess through the tcu.ns a-
long the river thet were served by the steamboats,
The roads which led to the railroad stations o
were bad/).‘s“g“ttél:tpn‘:plo, particulearly those living
on the south side of the Arkansas River,dspended
much on the stesmboass.

There were no bridges across the river;

howsver, there were ferries at many places

[N
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but these forries could not operute during river
rises, end overflows.

msﬁuceonngu recalled some of these hoeta as
b\aing the Rorder City, Kenses Miller, ¥m, Drew,

~

Weumslle and the Mary D; end the ferries juames of

]
a

4
which be recalled wers,l.ynch Ferry crossing the

..&rkanaaa iiver at Webbers ¥Fells, lndian Territory, .

the Foremen Ferry across the Illinois River a short

way upstream from its mouthi the venn Ferry a sﬂost -

way upstresm from the mo.th of the Canadisn River;

and the ferry wihich croszed ihe Arkanses River from

the steamboet landing et Temaba, Indian Territory, "

operated by Polk Parker, ‘ o »
In 1808 moil ceme by trein to Viem, indlem

. =
Torr&tory)and mail so G4¥ined to Temahy, Indien .

~

Territory, was earried by ataze to the Arkansas River
and crossed on the Polk Parker Ferry. If the river
was up it was necesssry to f orsake the 'atagc and
cross the river in a skiff and complete the trip ta.
the postoffice at Temsha on foot., The Stage driver,
wvas aiso the meil carrier, eid in those deys he was:
also permitted to carry passengers slong with the
meil, -
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This mail earrier wasz Henry Fields and one June
morning in 1698, he losded his meil, together with
three passengers bound fox; Tangha, Indian Territory.

Together these men rode slong in the stage,
chatting end tslking of the present dey happenings,
Little c¢id they know the danger that lay Jjust shead,
They ¢smes to the river which was swollen to such en
extent thet the ferry could not operszte, but the
ferryman sensing and knowhng that the meil mst go
through if at 811 possible left & fair sizged skiff
" &nchored t§ @ tree for the mail carrier ¢o use %o

put the meil over the river., This meth.d had deen

.

Y
practiced neny times defors,

The party reached the river, unloaded the
baggage and mail pouch nesr the akiff, drove tke
stege to high ground, unhitched and fed the
horses and set out on foot to the skiff to load their
lugeage., 4After all were losded =nd the passengers
seated, the meil carrier at the osrs, the death
trip starteds The swelling, surging Arkensss with
greet driftes of wood floating’taa oerrying them

in mid stream, the skiff became unmensgesble, though
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a goeath strugzle to keep the boat righted was mede by
the mail corrier. A plege of drift hit the boat , it
capsized ané the four iivlng souls wore lost in the
muddy waters, never to be found, as wasg the lugzvge
and little poueh of madl, which curried letters from
fothers, mothers nnd sweethearts bock in the states
to their loved omes in t e little river town of Tamsha.

Searching parties patrolled the riv?r'a b:nk for
miles down stream - - vell 23 in  boats hoping to be
able to rescus the bodieé. Vigilants of the night
as well ss d=v worked unceasinzly , tired; hungry.
but always hopeful, until it wes deened impoasibio

to sesreh longer,
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