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Int«r viswtr*
August 10 , 1937* Interview with

William 7* Me Count 11,,
Vlaa, Oklahoma*

Mr* MeGonnsll i s one of the -sjery few remaining who

endured the c r i s i s of the great C iv i l

He was born in Cherokee County,-Georgia, near t h e

town of Boswell , February 34, 1848* Some of h i s ancestors

and r e l a t i v e s were removed to Indian Terr i tory In 1326 by

the government, over the " fra i l o f Tears," but h i s iraiediate
y

family was permitted to remain in Georgia becjause fit their /
'/

mlied blood with thdsfcites. /

Mr. MoConnsll was but thirteen years of age at . ,

the outbreak of the War* He was attending school along /

witii hundreds of other boysp most of them being seme

* 1

older*

This school waa a t At lanta , Georgia* a s the War

progressed and man power became needed by the Southern troops ,

the e n t i r e school was drafted Into serv ice* AS there were

about seven hundred of these boys , they were div ided into

seven companies and were known as the State Tro ps of Joe

Brown Speok, under the comma.d of Lieutenent W* J* Hardee,
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later vert placed under • Methodist Bishop, General

Poke, Generai Poka was kil led in battle on Lost

in Georgia*

reluctant to speak of hi a

expert enc«B in the array, a imply stating historians

bad already written what the South suffered during

this War and that they had not exaggerated i t at all*

In Ms haert ha s t i l l hoi da the grudge against the

Sorth end fee Union Army, stating ha has never lived

above the Mason and Dlzct: Liae 6au never intends to

do ao«

Mr. McGonael^d • longing in hia heart to

onoa v i s i t his Cherokee relatives in the Indian Ter-

ritory sn4 fee- ̂ am* to ^ » ehrroicw 1^ati 6 n i-n 1BS2,
in

never to Ie«ve..% He aettled in the town/which he

no« l i ve s , Vian, Oklahoma, and began to fans, all

of which fcts proved very profitable to him. Other than

fazningi ha worked about the to*B and cosmnity doing

carpenter woik, for ha waa a good mechanic* this

knowledge he had acquired back in Georgia*

Sooa after his arrival the coMnonity needed a

that they oould gin their cotton instead of
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hiring to haul It miles to a gin at Webbtri Falls•

Mr* MoConnell built the first gin at Vian; this

gin was financed by N. B*. Blaekstone.

Vian at this time was just a little Tillage that
ern Rail-

had sprung up along the St. Louis,iron Mountain & SoutE\

road which had only been built through this section of

Indian Territory some three or four years previouaiy.

Building actirities were good and Mr. MeConnell

was rery busily engaged at his trade for some time*

Steamboats were still going up and down the Ar-

kansas Rirer, although the railroad had been built

to Vian, These steamboats carried cargoes of freight,

cotton, logs and lumber as well as passengers and

mail.

The railroad did not pass through the toy.us a-

long the river that were served by the steamboats.

The roads which led to the railroad stations
so that

were bad/ ~ t h e people, particularly those living

on the south side of the Arkansas River, depended

such on the steamboats*

There wore BO bridges across the riwer;

however, there were ferries si many places
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but these ferries could not operate during river

r ises , and overflows*

MTvMcGonnell recalled some of these boats as

being the Border City, Kansas Wilier, %n« Drew,

Meuotelle and the Mary D; and the f errl eeyiiBiaes of

which he recalled were; Lynch Ferry gross ing the

Arkansas Hiver at Webbers Fe l l s , Indian Territory*

the jforeafsn Ferry across the I l l i n o i s River a short

way upatreera from i t s isouthi the Venn Ferry a sfio^t

wey upstreaa from the jaoath of the Canadian Hiver;

and the ferry whiofa, erossed the Arkansas Hirer from

the stoaaboet landing at Teaaha, Indian Territory,

operated by Polk Parker* ' <

In 1898 Ball cane by train to Visa, Indian

Territory, and m&il so <H|l(^ined to Tamah*., Indian .

Territoryj w«s earried faj atsu«' to th« Arkansas Hirer

and oroesed on the Polk Parker Ferry* I f the rirer

was up i t was necessary to forsake the stage and

cross the river in a skiff and complete the trip to .

the postoffice at Tanaha on foot* Hie Stage driver,

was also the mall carrier, end in those days he was

also permitted to carry passengers along with the

aall*
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This sa i l carrier wag Henry Fields and one Jtane

Horning In 1893, he loaded his mall, together with

three passengers bound for Tamaha* Indian Territory*

Together theae rcea rode along la the stage,

chatting end talking of the present day happenings*

Litt le eld they know the danger that lay just ahead, l^

They Came to the river which iraa swollen to such an \

extent thet the ferry could not operate, but the

ferrymen sensing and knowing that the mail must go

through i f at a l l possible l e f t a fair sized skiff

anchored to a tree for the mall carrier to use to

put the mail orer the river* Otis method had been

practiced many times before*

The party reached the river, unloaded the

baggage and mail pouch near the skiff, drove the &,

stage to high ground, unhitched and fed the

horses and set out on foot to the skiff to load their

luggage* After a l l were loaded and the passengers

seated, the nail carrier at the oars, the death

trip started* The swelling, surging Arkansas with

great drifts of *ood floating was carrying then

in laid strearaj the skiff became unaenegeablei though
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a death atruggle to keep the boat righted was aade by

the mail carrier* A. pieoe of drift hit the boat , it

capsized and the four living soula were lost In the

muddy waters, never to be .found, as was the luggage

and little pouch of mail, vrhioh carried letters fro;*:

fathers, mothers fmd sweethearts back In the state -

to their loved oneB in f e little river town of Taxnaha.

Searching parties patrolled the river*a \a\nk for

miles down stroan • r. rell as in boats hoping to be

able to reociicj the bodies. Vigilants of the night

an well as dsv T7o'rlred «nceasinj?ly , tired, hungry,

but always hopeful, until it was deened iiaposaiblo

to search longer*
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