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~ Interviewer, _thel .ae Yales, .
Ls e T August 19, 1937.
Interview with Irs. wdeh I. losz, . . .
) . e ::l.Lk Vity, Ulil&h()%ga_, Fal
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. born July 1z, 1871, Indiana, .
' & e ~ ’
< ’ ¢
~ .- - »
CJarents william Kioler, Indisna.
- . kaciel Jipler, Indiena.
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, my tusband, two children, my bro

-

‘Mer, .v. ipler
¢ . R . oL - l“'
ana bis femily cerme rrowm letraska to the lexrritory in the
# . - - ~ - .
/4 o~ > = ‘ N - S S
yeer of 1605, e left our home in Jetraska on the éighteenth
n ‘.;\ ’ . v v
dey Of Lprdl snce =01 hore on the twenty second duy of .ay.
S . ’i i ".. »
e camped oul eyery nisht ane cooxked on casmp fires. e
e ) "~ ' .
. o~

woula picik up stieks alon the rwed and

cerry i zlong

fer fuel and sometimés we wouldd :rave to coox with tuf.alo
- . . N . 3)&
1}
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.- leople just had

A

chips. _oeds were very poor in t.ose days

' i . 5 L. .
to start out across the country and sonelimes they wouwld have

s trail tu tr-vel Uy ani sometimes they would not.
* »

>
* .J—.‘ .
e came throush :gnsas, crossed the irkensas river at
S . [

came into the Yerritory st l.anchester,
AET .

~iecxerson, .ansas, and
3
crossed 3elt Fork and caue on ito

.eukomis znd south to ¢
- ’ - -~ 2 '
Lover,

S
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. Tan across some norse tradérs. snother man and

< 4

3 < :
three sons named I’earson trazveled with us one dey and camped
/’

PR

with ug* one night on the Jimarron.River., Lhe next morning

-~ v ~
our horses were gone &nd wc were sule that horse thiqyes

hac gotien-them bLut later in the day we found our horses
’ ~
gbout u mile from canp, eatins hay out LI a ian's haystaci.

the next night we camped at Jingfisher. e came from
. ) .

singfisizer to 51 Reno. .e head six~dollars when we left

Iebraska and we spent the last uime of- it in .1 uneno.

e were coming tq the Territory to zet e home, but

when we were on the .ansas and vklehoma border we met lots
. N ) ]

of people leaving the Lerribery who w.anted us t0 turn back
end ‘told us if we came on we had better brin- lots of

LY : - L R » .
shoe lesther with us for, we-would need it.

. * - ”n
.e then went t0 a little place twenty-ivo miles west of

~lienc. It was called Northvilie. e sold a team tiere and

-
- 2

then tought a lecse and a crop for six dollars. . This was
sout’. of Geary nesr the .oyoté hills.

t“he . heyenne'and irepeho Indians had at one time

t

. vought eelico and hac gone ‘up on the top of these hills and
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decorated them for Jesus to descend upon when le came'bﬁﬁ

some boys wen¥ upon these hills at night end tore Q\ff;>

dercorations all down and this almost put the Ind;ans on the -

war jeth. , . Lt
- P . pon

- e moved intd”e dugout that ‘as on th&s lease. It was f

\

~thirty feet 1ong and 31xteen feet,rlde and nad a flreplace N

LR
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~‘t11r furrov and for cotton w; would lisk the land and-then

B é i g _a Wel l‘. e

in one end of 1t. “we have brought in ;ogsf\51x and exght
feet long, and burned them in the fireplsce. e would tuxn ’,,,

\ ) { ,s

these logs end -weys .and when they woﬁid burn STE we would

.
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push the logs up until they were 8Ll burned.. %
» ,& ' s P " .

I have sat and wrltten letters, on one’ gnd of a log

vhlle I was warming by 2 fire that was on the other end,;‘f'

e hed to haul weter for a

~

T e

wnere Geary now is, .here was no tpwn there tnena

2 fan full of nail holes and ti-e-it on to: the plod vsky LT
AN A )
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. n
e vnul* t“ke‘a small barrel and punch holes axl around xt
o s o . - iz ;
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in the bai‘rél and roll it up the i‘urrmﬁrs and then cover the~

I; . . e .. - . A *
;see"d"-'mith a hoe. L (, e LT T e >
Y, by husba.nd v.as’ & weil dlgr_;er by trade; and had té ve )
~oné*away Lrom home mos’c of the tlme to ma;e—mcney ;0;"1'13:
_ " to liv’e on;: as crops ‘1'{ere%;sho;;t. and. pri ces -iox"'. -

- .

out ena one’ evening,. it was about the mdale of the a;ter- ,
. d v . and 1 - ., .

nocn. .n. - tubiés kere zlone when we Legas to he r loud

‘whooping and yel elling and I just‘knew it was the Indiens

J‘
[y

_.coning. - T s.,ood there and shook untll my knees ropre
. . a

2
gether and was so frightened that I did not know what T was

<+
U
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. uoing. rhe noise kept on coming closcr end one of the hogs - -

A
’

jwnged up.at the window. +he hocs had started off -and the

nelohuors aovs qere a;ter “The :nogs =nd the boys ~-:01:e,&after

the cogs so this was ihe end of, our Indian sCATe. .o never

ha

o
“x

f&Y]

any troéuble with the indians.
; - )

If it ha@notwbeen for-~the Indianswe vould 2eve has

”

" to go without clothes during the first few years we were
. ' ‘e L ar N

he I‘e . ) -7 ' “ N ) 7

. vne day I went out and/1ied the only .cow we had out .

~
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,\.\

C \
t0 ~raze ai}K me way. she got the rope tmsted and choked

+
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am vie would mlzc cotton seed with ashes and put this- m«lxture

o ‘Une time when ue was avzay tnree of ou:c hogs haa gotten -
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-héqgselﬁ t‘o_ ,qeath,‘ &*4e .w.ent and told tne Iqldlans about ner End

th gay ctme over . and +raaea us blan. Lets ¢ooking vessela and

ciothin,g -for her oar_cas's,- oy . '

- -

Y -

- » .he g,o:»'ernmen’r would zive the Inciens Llankets and ofher

A -
o . - .

‘household zosds end they would trade thede. taings for iedt.

ve ;iaties, lutter, euxs, i‘eed":- or any."éhiné else that you- 7 /
woula trbéae to them. ) . - T I :
“.e dir pot “eve any s:chools;- irl there T.en and dic net ) D
.Zz}inow “hat it was 1’20 :50 to Jhurch. rnere was an old I'diSS‘-.;L‘Q_naI"y '
Who would come and preach to tiie _indiezls bul tiey could not ’
wncerstand is ‘1anﬂ‘13:_;e. . ‘ S o . ~
:_-:.' CI'e Was 2 NesTro who lived ea: oy name& oS ;:I.r(':‘.:' a
7o couly su;za" e Ihdl‘en lan aa ‘e and he f.oulu iiterpret .
f;r tﬂ::“ .e would 70 Up c;;\..the Canadian ~iver on fishing ’
trizs. Te would ao and camp for three or four days at a time,
&nG wnile we never ceusrht nany Tish we had s_’;reat tiiess .. -
] . R
:;or Sundsy pastime, a1y rusband would “.nltc'h & nhorse and

— . ¢
a mile t0 a by iy ana we would g0 over into Presirie . orr_ I-own,

N e i o LR
wagre -Jeary now is, andé unt rabbit,so, ‘ _
B vie time-a fire broke out end vhen it wes™Tut .0ut and

v; all_,c{‘.@he ;M-ss_; wes lgone the rab%)its wo;u_ld‘ com'e‘u;. in 7\he
” ° : .
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tigpber 'u droves. e have had a2t one time & five zallon barrel

X . T S
'of rzbbit hems salted down.

5 . -

I remember one.pentier chase. 'there were some boys” znd 1
° i ¢ .

dogs «hesinz a panther up a canyon cnd right ut ‘the fead of |
the canyon cnllea _owaer .outh venyon a fuwily wes living in

e Gugout. .nese people Le' Td tie boys and dogs coming, hulloo-

ing °nd yelling end they kuew that they wre..ezdea thet wuy

. v
-

. S ; s . .
so they ren and siut ihe door anc _ust atout tic time the door

¢ . ° s 0

was shut & panther leaped oyer the ducut znd kept »oing.

v

it was- in the eveninz and our dog came up out of e canyoal.

It was howlinz and ¢ been scratched all ©ver and 1 .mew that

zun and itried

e penther had been clawing the dog so 1 cot my

10 et the cog te-co to the cenyon.

e wiould not go.

Ynew that ny ousband wes coming that evening so 1-held my gun

»
.
* .

end veitgd for him to come. _I was afreid that I might shoot-
erd- iss it and waste the csrtridge. *

.« » - , N

s 1 nave mentioned Vefore,my ~usband was:a well-digger

1‘3-* ‘rede. .. lug wells hy hend and when ke would strike rock

1

. - - - . <. . ? - ‘=
v vweulld tlast,and one tiwe he g3s disaing 2 well anid hed

- -
struck rSck. e fixea tie fuse ané set a mateh to ii. 3Some
men drew him cut and -just as they ot his feet from over the

-
.
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:qell the, blast vent of f aud blc rocks fifty feet in the-air,

. o ~ -
~ .
.

.nzs Nes in vanadlan .vounty we lived nere, hed two

. : ~ . LR B .
'children orn ‘ere anc M.o 01‘ our chlld en, dled here. I.was

full of life and rea’lly‘\en joyed living in & ey coun’crgr:' .

. . o . ¢ i N . ve s \ N
e lived on this clain i‘our yedrs, anc tuen cane oyer into
) ! "‘v_ ] . i
\Custer Jounty end filed or & claim cleven miles northeast of
Evnere 1< ity is now. L e
. LY . ’ ‘e ! .
.e mefe z sod house airout fouteen by .tz:;irty;feet.' e
.. ) - » v .
geut logs for ihe ridge poles snd cade tie wall sbout ciiteen
. & . N -~ < .
finche . itaiek, e mede them of sod, then fixed tne roof of
ipoles, (rusd anu -rass and fchén‘,c\ove_red it with sod ar‘id fixed
: ./: '/," - ¢ . . .
foric- door ans two ‘windows and we pui sless i in ane v ﬂQO ) e,
. . X hd ({"" : ‘.
ifixe the tarns in practlcal*f the~saitewvay. 1 rave'.z ~iclture .
fof our sod house. T . - L T

“.e put out & nide-tittle orchard, mosilr peach trees,and - -
. o g

~ -

fwe reised cood gardens, some cobton, corn end feed, T

- < PP

: -he cemetery was on “:e lend of a man named thomson &and. ’

. - v oL N .

‘_ ‘ . . A - N

jtis’ cémetery vas lmoyn as-thé Thomson grave 'ya‘rq. .. .

by \ e : ' N ' * )

- ¢ never pad-any trouwvle with the Irniians tut the raL\.,ers ‘

vere Tal recause the ;eople were, comimg ih here end tuking up

the ‘lend. - ' ) &
» “' N . ‘ . 'q & .
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L.y hugband was gone most of theé time -~ fter we moved

'S .

here. ne drove a fréight wazon from:weaﬁhgrford to many qthei
' places. & neighlor family znd the.childrén and 1 went over

o .

to .older to Church and.when we got Home, thirty heed of

;catﬁy&maﬁ.krg%eﬁ.iﬁid~qu gsrden end orchard. . T fold. one |
. ST e LB ) - et Ll

¥ w0 - Co ~ T
of t.¢ buys 1o g0 and catch a hqrse,that I ras woinz to
¢rive these cattle over into .oger :'ills County - nere therz -
ves « zerd law., 1 ot on my Lorse and drove these cattle
- ] . - . . M
sy - m * ‘1 . IR - 'y N - S ' X ‘
over. the line 'enu tren started bacik home. L ot off of ny - '
N 3 . ‘
avrse end tou'. lhe.tridle off and hit hin with it-afd Yold -
niri to o houne. 1 vwas air:id fo o0 by thé road for fesr &
.. . . . . . - . IS
wouli meet some of ithe wen to, whom ihe ¢cows belongec. I . ’
i ’ A
vulked across the pesfure nd nacé some ccnyods to cross tut L
e P - ~ .
: B . . . 3 -0
- wes not much rafralilc as 1 ocac my ferty~-five ith me. N
o B ) R . * ,- . . ’ ,
“he rangers kert on bothering us end the cat?ﬁé’kept o T
» - " ! NS
on e=ting our crops so 1 just sat down and wrote to the ' '
N R . . \
.resizent at . ashington, .. .. and asked him why e would open
? - - . .
tiis country for homesteeds and tlen let the rzngers stay )
. tere ané sestroy =ll we could raise. =tout.two weeks later
) & ) - LY
.1 7ot & letter statins tual a nerd law till had been passed
PR - P ’.
L)
. R . 4
3 ‘ . . RS ot~
" » /’41 I3
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in wuster vounty, and after that we began to reise souethinr,

we lived there seven years and sold our plece for

. :
-~

-geventeen hundred dollers.
l.y nusbend freighted from .eatherford end on one 'trip

- N -

+it had rained ana rained enc the .ashita hiver was "uld.”

. Ly lhusb:ind had Leen zone. a week and Lot & “I(JI‘u fron rLim and
we vere afraid t.at he vas drovn ed. uen 1y -usband got

.

! N n . . B
beek he told us that lie-ye—been 7amplrr;;; on the ashita Liver

.

when an ‘Indi<n mén ceme’ to hii a.d be gan to grunt and wave -
Jhis amas cacx {yom ‘the rivers /iRis Indian we tryin ‘vo make
. N R . N PN b
my husth »an;if‘un&e stana taat @ rise was \cbr.:ingj in_ the river © .

Y
.
.
t

anc et my :.usbam} mist move bacgd., e r0vVe. L‘écl\:, an. the-

next nln,. tue es hlta river was out of twnks gnd water
was everyvwherse., s [ “
lil those deys the mail system wos .very poor and when ¢

. »

it sns necesszry to send a te;le(:ram‘sumeonb would havc to zet
* . . -/;‘,e—-"“"'"'“ . % i
Qn & n0rse anw ' start across ihe country to the ne-rest teie-~

.
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