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Interviewer, _thel . ae Yates,
19, 1957.',

% •

Interview with I.rs. iidah I. I-os?, *-.
Ilk vity, Oklahoma*

.Born , July 1£, IP71, Indiana.

Barents ,.illiar.i Kio] er, Indi'ana.
^ "' ,. Pvac-iel /lipler, Indiana.

1, ruy husband, txip children, ra$r brother. ,.v. ~.i:.Ier

l:is fsciily cane f-roni l.'ebraska to the . e r r i t b r / in the

"ye:.r of.lcv5. ..e lef t oux1 hoirie in Nebraska ori the ©ichteenth

d«.',y of .-.rrll uia -̂ ot liyre on the twenty second duy of ..ay. , .".

e canned out eyery r.i^ht ana cooked, on camp f i res , ' '.«'e
• • * • < • i •

. A

V.'OUIG Dic;c up sticks alone the road "and carry ;it iii' {ilong

fcr fuel and -^ometi-ies yie .v;6uld ;avc to >coo/. v/ith buffalo

chips, -̂.oads v/ere very poor in t\ o.ie days.- People just had

to start out across the country and sonet^mes they wo-uld have

a t ra i l tu tr- vel b'y ani some tines they yroula not.. '

e caiae throu£h :Iansas, crossed the Arkansas r.iver at

"ickerson, I^insas, an.d came into the. Territory at :..an>chester,

ci-ossed Salt Fork and caaie on <to , aukomis and south to *

Lover. . %
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"te ran acrp-ss some horse traders, another man and

three sons named Pearson traveled with us one day and camped

Ŷ/ith us* one night on the Gimarron.Hivc:1.. ihe next moTninc
• • .

our horses .were gone and we were sui'e that horse thieVes
* *' "

hac gotten-them but la te r in t 'heday we found our horses

about a mile from camp, estinc hay out ^?i' a lean's haystaci:.

• i'ho.next-night we carnped at .vin^fisher. .e came from

rlingTisher to 51 Eeno. ,.e had six--dollfirs when we lef t

L'efcraska and we spent the las t oime of- i t in .̂1 Lend.

e were coining tq the Territory to r;et a home, but

when v/e were on the Lansas and Oklahoma border we met lo t s

of people leaving the ierri-tery v;ho wanted us to' turn back

and 'told us if vie came on we had bet ter br inj lo ts of

shoe leather with us for.we-TOuld need i t .

. e then went to a l i t t l e place t\venty-tv,o miles west _pf

-ll.eno. I t v?as called, Nor-thville. t. sold a team there and

then tought a lee-.se and a crop for s ix dol lars . . This v;as

sout1. of Geary near the ^byote h i l l s .

'..he ^heyenne'- and Arepeho Indians had at one time

bought oelicp and had gone up on the top qf these h i l l s and
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decorated them for Jesus to descend upon when He came -but

some boys went upon these h i l l s at night and tore £h(

dt-.ccrations a l l down and this almost put the IndjLeas on the -•

war path. '

• ub moved into^a^dugout that was on th is lease. I t v/as '.

^thir ty feet long and sixteen feet^wide and'^ad a fireplace • •"

in one end of i t . 'i.e have brought in logs f six and eight

feet long, and burned them in free f i replace. ^ e woul^'tUEn.^

these logs end-ways .and when they tfdiKid. tmrn off m&'Ht
y ^ • " : V

push the logs up-until they^were a l l burned.-

' ' : ' • "•}•

' ? . ' < " ' , ''• ' •' :

V'l have sat and written letters^on or|e ehd. of a1 log

while I v/as warming by 3 f i re that was- 0-n Vhe other en,d.,

e had to haul water for a nileWn a barrel un t i l !vyt GQVLI

oig.^. well". - y r - " • ' ' • ' - . . • . ' • . - . ' ' ' ' } • ' • • ^ / • ' ' ' • ' '

This place where v/e were was three miles' southeast p.

where Geary nov; i s . -here was no tpwn there then*,-.-;..;','/-•;"•>-'•*''-v---'.'-̂ - •

e fcrmed »nJ**the way we nlanted our fejid-was^Eo dri?e ''•:s-'^\

' a 3an full of nai l holes and ti-e-it on to ithe plow 'every • , ''•'•"',•.
- - • • • . ^ * • & • , » - . "

> thir4 furrow and for cotton we would l i s t the land and-then

•". v.c would take »a small- tjarrfel. and. puiich JiQ'les 'ail- arouM/ i*,. ;

> • J J V * f
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•am we would ml* "cotton seed/with ashes aud put this-,mixt.ure

in the Wi r£ l and ro l l i t up the fTIrro-\Vs.a^d thert cover the"' •
' • • • - - - . r * - . ' • • ; • • • • • * '

# 1 . . . > - . - • - • '

.3eed*:.with a hoe . ' . -. „ * . • ' - .-\- '- " ' *

'. Ly husband .-was a-'we'll d i g g e r by t r a d e and had to" be -

gene-av/ay from home, most-of the timg' to'maice money f o r us:' •
• . - • ' " ' • .̂ . '-'' * ;

- • • ' . * « -

to liy'e on:as crops v/ere^ sho ;tt. and pr ices low. - " ; •"
* . i " • * ; • ' .

.' vile tiftie when he was away three 'of our hogs had gotten '

out end" one." evening,,, i t was about the middle of the af ter-

vnq^n, J>.. •;• Jabies A'ere alone ythen we lgrgai\ to he r loud

•whooping and yelling and t just 'knew'i t was the Indians '

• ' * ' * - , • ' '

tconing. • I stood there and shooK unt i l i£y tenees popped to-
* • ' •<?

gether and was so frightened that 1 did"not know what I -was
uoing. /he noise kept on coming'closer and .one of' the ^hogs'• '

* *

jumped up, at the .window* ihe aors had "started'oiff .and the-

~nelghbo*r3 QO^S ',?ere-af"ter "the hogs" mid the boys wcre^af ter

the cogs so this waB the end of\ our Indian scare. ..c- never

had any trouble with the •Indians.

If i t had^noui^b-eeii i'or^ihe Indians-».e v.oulc have haato go without -clothes during the' f i r s t few years we were

here. - ' \, / ®

. uij.e day I went out andlxied the only ;cow we had out -
\ * „ * • •

to ^raze aixLsoine -way.-she got the rope^ twisted and choked
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-h&cself to ,d.eath._ V/e ,T*ent and told the Indians about her end
- • • . • - •' : ; * ' , • . ; • . . , *

ihey .c&ne over .''and trade'cl us blan.Lets, cookinc vesse ls and.

clothing for iier oa rcass . ' '•. -;; • "
w * * *

;• .he yovernmen '̂ would ^ive the iricians Llankets and o.ther ,

,household ^oods and they 'would trade these- tarings for ii:eat,

ve wtaties, lut ter , e ^ s , feed, or anything else that you - }

-» N V "
4 - ' " »

TOUIC tracre to them. _̂

•,.e di-. not lave any schools- in there then enci- did net

• Icnow 'ha t i t was to z° to Church. Vnere was an old raiss-ionary

f»'ho' would coia,e and preach to the Indians but they could1 not

understand his l a n ^ a ^ e . v •

^ . 'J ore was a ne^ro- who l ived i.ear by naiaeu r-JTios _rircl;

vrho ooul:- speak the Indian Language and he v.oula i n t e r p r e t

for them. . e would -;o up on the Canadian r.iver on f i sh ing

t r ips . ~:e Troula go and camp "i*or th ree or four days a t a time.,'

and Trhilfc we never caught r.iany f i s h v.e had greet t i ; . .es :

?ov Sunday pastime, ny iiusband would h i tch a horse and

a mule to a bv^jy ana we would go oyer in to P r a i r i e ..og 'Xown, "•••

»I;ere'Oeary nov; i s , and hunt r abb i t s* . .

^ne t j p e ^ f i r e broke out and when i t .y.*as">ut .Out and

a l l c r . the sr : ss -..as 30ne the r s b b i t s wo!uJLd come-up in he
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timber ' r i droves. e have had at one*time a five gallon barrel

of rabbit hams salted down.

I remember one-panther chase, 'lucre were some boys' and

dogs chasing a ranther up a canyon end right ut the head of,

the canyon c^lleci -.owaer ,»:puth Janyon a family was living' in

e dugout, -hese people he- rd the boys and dogs coming, hulloo-

ing znd yelling end they' knew thet they wcre-.-eaaea thi-t \'iuy ?

so they ran and shut ike door anc _ust about the ti.rie the door

was 3hut a panther leaped over the du •put and kept going.

It was< in the evening and our dog came up out of a canyo-n.

-It was howling and bao been scratched a l l 'over and 1 iznew that

'a p:".nthvr had been clavang the dbg so 1 got ny £,un and t r ied

to -et.the aog to-go to the canyon. :-e would'not go. I

knew that ny husband was coming that evening so I -held y.y gun

and v,-site,d' for hirr. to come. JL was afraid that I jnight shoot-

cr.d- i33 i t anu waste the certr idge. A

t!s I have mentioned before ,ny husband, was'a well-digger

ly trede. -.e dug wells by hend and when he v/ould s t r ike rock

:.v vrculd blast,-and one time he ^qs digging a well arid had

struck r5ck. he fixea the fuse and set a match to. i t . 3.orae

men drew him out'and -just as they got- his feet from over the
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.well, the blast 'went off &ii& blew rocks f i f ty feet, in the-"air.

!his viss in^ U&nadian bounty; we lived iiere, had two

children I'orn here ana tV/o of our children died here. I^was -

full of l i fe and really^enjoyed l iving in a'-nev/ country/ ' ,

e lived on this'c-lai:a Tourf years', and then c&m'e oyer into

Ouster jo-unty end f i led on a claim eleven miles northeast of !

where .!:<: Aty is no,-. ' . , ' • ' -
• » '• • ? ,i

.e v-edo a sod house a^out fou?feen by .tr.-irty'feet.'- ,.e
> ' -t

cut logs for the' ridge, poles and̂  ^ade' the' wall, about t i^ i teen

inche •. thick, e nade tliem of sod,- Ahen fixed the roof o.f

poles, orusii ano ;rass and then'covered i t v.-.ith, sod arid fixed

orie-door aru two'windows and we put glass in one \s;indov»..J7e'

fixe tne earns m pract ical-y th&m&£jrii&<«vi&y. x r.ave^-a Picture .

so l̂ house. ' - . '

."e put out a nTce iiri-ttle orchard, :rios.tly -peachy t rees , and. ••

we raised .̂ ood gardens,. some cottoii, corn and Teed, _ ;'-

.he oernetery was on i\e land pf a iaan named ihoinson and-

this'ci-netery ras 1-xov.n as-the 'I'homso'n grave ya'rd«

• c nev-r had'any trouble with the Indians but. the r a i d e r s '

were rau recau'se the ;eor>le vvere, coming ih here and' taking up ' ''•
" • " ' ' * ' * • • • • ' ' • ' ' . -

the "
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?.y husband was ^one most of the time • f ter we moved

here, ne irove, a freight v/apn from We&therford to many other

peaces, a neighbor family and the.children and 1 went over

to ^older to Church and.when we got home, thir ty head'of

:cat:||4*shad j:<rojiv©ri>in*td o.n% garden and orchard,^.. 1 ,tald»,pne ,

of i-.e b-Jys Co pp and catch a horse, thet I '.as -i;oii.z to

drive these 'cat t le over into , o^er Ti l l s County -here thcra

V;RS a r.erd lav. 1 '*ot on myt horse- ima. drove these cat t le •

over, the line'ana then started bad-: home. 1 ;r.ot off of my <

.lorse'and toJ1. the, or idle off and, h i t hiiu \.lth it- android

hir: to go ho:ue. I v;as air?.id to 2° °Y the' road-for fear £

wouli meet .some of the r̂ en to, vrhon the cows belongeu. I •

v,cl!ced acro53 tag ;̂ ss,tu.'rc na had some ccnvons to croBs lut

',vas not Much-afraid as 1 ;,aa ny fcrty-five ith ir.e. *

'.he rangers kept on bothering us and the catt^eTIcept "

on er-.ting our cross so X just sat down and wrote to the '

.resident at . ashinr;ton, u. S. and'ask«d-him why he vvould open
\

t:.is country for homesteads and then let the rangers stay

::ere and destroy all we could raise, --.tout, two weeks later

_,.! 301 a letter statin- that a' herd law bil l had been passed

':,*??$-

i ^ . • . .
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in muster bounty, and after that we began to' raise soj.iethin^.

,.e lived there seven years and sold our place for

seventeen hundred dollars.

Ly husband freighted from -eatherford and on one t r i p •'

% it had rained ana rained anc the .-ashita hiver v/as "uS."

, Ly husband had teen gone, a week and ;.ot a word fxosi Lirr. and

v/e v.ere afraid t.'.at he v/as drowned. ,'.'«:: en ny :usband got

btck hj told Us that he h^rer-been camping on the ashita Kiver

when an "Indj/m :as*n cenie'to hi/.; a^d began to ^runt and vfave '•

Jus anns cacK ijori the rivor^ /JLIUS Indian v/as try in 'to m^ke

my hust^n^d—understand t.iat a" r i se was conin/* in. the river ' .

and t ^ t my :.usbanc>niii:5t n.ovc back. Ii= nove•, back, an- the-

nexx no riling the ashita i iver v.aa out of ti.nks and. water

v.as everywhere. • ' - ' ' ' • , ' . - • . '•',"•'"

- - - * »

' In. thos.e d;-.ys the 'na i l systera v/a.3 -very poor'and when <

it YJG3 wecessary to send a tele,:rani someone v.oul'i have to ?et

on c. ;;orse anu" start across Ihe cauntrj'" to the-ne-rest t e l e -

graph station. ' ' " . • - - - - .


