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the Cherékees and‘being in need of & teacher at the Dwight
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ha;lv.Day Teacher.
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B“r¥é3 in the origindd Park ..ill gravayard, now often ..
referred to as the "0ld Missigh graveyard", is Caleb Covel,

who was born in 1817 «nd died at Tahlequah, Cherokee lation,

* Indian Terriié?y, September 22, 1850, The inscription upon

1
H

the Covel headstone says that he was from Boston, liassachu~

'setts, which I's erroneous, &s he was a native of Fortland,

_ lLeire, ac%o*ding to the statement of Lis oldest daughter.
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Member ofa ship-building family at Portland Caleb ,

g

o
Covel»twice sailed around the world in nis rather early ¥

a

. lifetime,. From China he brought some beautiful china table--

v?

ware, specimens of which are said yet to be in possessioh

A}
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of descendants. I
The frail constitution of Caleb Covel's young wife
oaused him to seek a mllder climate and he JOurneg‘e&» <. )

Wit her “to the Indian Terrltqry. At P&rk nlll, Caleb ¢
< b3
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Covel met the Reverend Samuel A, Worcester m1351onarv to

[ L4
\% Hon én Sallxsaw-(Salalson) Creek the young man was
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ampioyed for aw@ile in thet capacigy.
" The health of the young Mrs. Covel failed to imérové

and she died some time after reachihg the Cherokee Nation.,
~ Celeb Covel eventyslly married agasin, his wife being
Eliza Turtle, a full blood Cherokee girl «ho had attended
Dwight Mission as a pupil. Caleb Covel,lhis second wife
6.4 their.three small children, two daughteis and a gon,
establisheq.théir home at'Tahlaquah.\ The Northeastern utate'
Teachers College is now_situated cn the site of the house in
which once lived the Covel familf; At a later'pepiod the

same site was occupied - at least a portion was - by the

h.me of Jemes Hendricks, once a judge of the old Tahlequah

.
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district. When the Cherokee Naticnel Female Seminary was

destroyed by fire at Park [iill in 1887, the Herdricks prope-.

\

erty was purchased by business men of Tahleéuah end donated

as tae,site of the new female gemihary, now the main.building

’

of the collége. , - ' .
""" ¢ THe Nealth of Caleb Covel failed after a few years wnd e

in 1850 he died at his home at the border of the woodlamd

. w .dich stretched away for miles northward and eastward. Present
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during the closing hours of Caleb Covel's life was the

Reverend Walter A. Duncan, a young hetuodist mirister, - ;;’g.

afterward prominent in educational work in the Cherokee
Nation. Those who sat beside tie vody o: Caleb Covel-
werefgtartled in the darkness of the night when &

panther screamed in the cutlying woodlend.

Interment was made et Park Hill. The funeral ser-

vices were conducted, so far as k.own b the Reverends
(

H

Samuel A, Worcester and Stephen Foreman. A well-executed

PR

headstone Qi.gray\liqe%tone was placed at.the grave, the
“handiwork of John Watt, a Scottish stone mesen, cnce well-

known in the Cherokee Mation. The' grave of Caleb Covel is

near tir t cf the Reverend sSamuel A. Worcesters *

*

Noter S+ S, W, Ross gavt the abvove informetigim as it was =

told t6 him by krs. Mary Covel lloldermen e:.d thé Zeverend

wialter A, Duncan, both of whom are now deceased. o

., - *

\c



