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Inferview with Sylveaster R. Hurst
Welch, Oklahoma, Star Route.

01d Indisn Days.

My name is Sylvester R. Hurst, a Cherokee Indian.
My parents csme from Georgia with the Cherokees in 1835,
and settled just as far north in the Cherokee Netion as
the& could get; The place they settled is now known as
Cherokee County, Kansas, but was then a part of the Indian
Territory. -After they had been there a good many years the~
United States made a new line between Kansas and the Indian
Territory.

I was born in that part of the Territory July 11,
1858, and nine years later the Government ga;e orders to all
Cherokees to mowve south 9f the new line., W®e did not move
out of Kansas until after +the Civil War.’pren the War broke
out the bushwhackers got so bad my father had to move out.
The bushwhackers would make a raid on his cattle, horses and

hogs and drive off so0 many that he saw he would soon be with~

out anything if he stayed on, so he moved north to quboldt,

-
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Kansas, where he remained until after the ¥ar. He then
moved back to Cherokee County, Kansas, then a part of the
Indien Territory.

In 1867, my father moved to a point ten miles south-
west of Chetopa, Kansas, to conform with the Government's
orders. All of the Cherokees living north of the new line
had to move out, leaving their homes and land in Kansas,
and we had to build new homes.

We had little money after the ar, and naturally had
to build log houses when we moved south. My father kept on
going south until he came to the first timber, where he set-
tled on the edge of the timber, and built log cabins for his
family and a log barn for his ox team. My father broke out
a little patch on the edge of the prairis, and fenced it with
rails.

I was married in 1882 to Mollie Fitzgerald, a white
woman, who came to the Indian Territory with her parents
from St. louis, Missouri, in 1869 and settled on Cow Skin
Prairie in the Indian Territory. Her parentg moved from
there to what is now Craig County in 1879, so she is almost

as old a settler as myself. We are the parents of eight
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children: Welter, William, Maggie, Bessie, Grace, Goldie,
Jim and Sylvia.

I am 8ti1ll living on the same farm my father settled
when he moved down from Kansas. We have lived on the same
plaee for seventy;two years. Our children are all married
and gone now, and I am s8till able éo plow'corn and do my
own work on the farm. We have not had anyfbed of roses, but
I still look back upon the days gone by, where it seems that
I had a better chance to make money than I have at the present,
with all thé\mnaern conveniences. |

When I was a boy, our houses were most all made <of logs,
and consisted of about two rooms with a partition between,
giving the best houses a thfee room house. Our fields were
all fenced with rails, anﬁ were necessarily very small, as
E§>took a lot of rails to fence much of a farm. I remember
one of our neighbors, who had about’eighty acres under a ten
rail fence. Fences had to be strong after the Texas cattle
came into the couhtr&, %o keep them from destroying our erops.
Sometimea prairie fires would come along énd get into the fence

rows, and the whole family would turn out and tear the fenee
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down, and throw the rails back where the'fire had already
passed over, or scatter them, so they would not catch fire

_ 80 easily., I% took an enormous lot of work to rebuild the
fences. They were built worm faeshion, one panel going to
the right, and the next to the left and so on. This was
to keep the fence standing upright, then the fence had to
be staked and ridered, by stickiug two rails into the
ground, straddle of the fence, at the end of each panel,
and & rail placed between these stakes. When made in this fashion
it was almost impossible for stock to break in, but I have
known an o0ld spoiled mule to be smart enough to walk up to g
one of those high fences, take his nose and lift +the rider
off, lean against the fence and push the fence down, and not
only get into the corn field himself but turn all- the cattle
in that happened £o be near.

In each settler's yard was an old time ash hopper, in
which all ashes from the stove and fireplace were placed, and
from ;hich our lye was made. This 0ld ashhopper was made by
setting boards upright, slanting out into a trough, wide at

the top and ‘coming to a point at the bottom, causing all the

[ ¥
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watef that was poured through the ashes to run down into

thé trough and out at one end, and into a container. This
lye was very strong, and would take the hide off, just like
concentrated lye. It used to be my job when a boy to pour
water into that old hopper every so often, to keep the lye
coming through. This was kept up until the lye began to get
week, then the old ashes wér: taken out and scattered over
the garden for fertilizer, and new eshes were put into the
hopper. The making of lye was done in the fall and winter,
as nothing but green wood would make it strong enoﬁgh.

The lye was used in making home-made soap, and %he soap
was made from the waste, entrails and all surplus‘fat meats
about the place. No one ever bought laundry soap in the
early days; cnd much of the time lye soap was used fqe washing
hands, as no other could be had..

The lye was also used in making "skinned corn" or
hominy. This was done by‘pﬁt£zgé-fherI&E~I£¥S“;hgéfﬁleiand
mixed with cold water until it was strong erough to hold up

ot
an egg. Then white shelled corn was poursd into the kettle

and left to boil until the skin on the corn began to slip,
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and the tips of the corn were loosed, then the corn was taken

out of the kettle, put into a tgb of cold water, where the
skins were washed off. This usually required two or three
rinsinga. The kettle was then rinsed und cleaned and the
corn put back in, where it was perboiled then'taken from
the kettle again and washed, as before. This was repeated

a second time, in order to get all the lye out, then it
would be returned to the kettle and boiled, until well done.
The homihy was then kept in a cool place, until ready té use.
At this day and age the corn would be canned, but the good
housewife in those good old days never thought of such a -
process. To say the least, the making of hominy was a long
tedious job, and no housewife in this day and time would
undertake such a task, but it was skin your own corn those
days, or do without. The hominy in cans on the market now
is in no class with the kind made from old lye ﬁgminy.

e et e——

Hominy was made about hog killing time, and the hog anaz

e N
o —— ——— N

hominy, with home-made gravy was a dish I shall never forget.
A good many of the settlers had ox teams, and as Che-

topa had the nearest grist mill, they would take their corn
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there to be ground, no wheat was grown here in those days
and about once or twice each year the early settlers made
a trip to Baxter Springs, Kansas, and bought flour. There
was a flour mill located there. It would take almost a ”ﬁ;
week to makg the trip with an ox team., The trip could
easily be made in a short day now by automobile.

Hogs ran loose in the woods and were fattened
principally §n mast, and the settlers always had plenty of
meat. OSometimes there was venison, as there were quite a
few deer in this country at that time. Coons, opossum and
skunks were numerocus, and the settlers traﬁped and killed
a great many for the hides and fur, which sold readily at
most any of the trading places, and that was the principal
means for raising money. They used the gable end of the
log cabins to stretch hides on, and they didn't always

smell the best in the world.

Work was plentiful, such as making rails end fence .- -

posts but wages were low and money scaree. Some of the
women folks had spinning wheels and looms, and made their

own stockings, socks, mittens and carpets.
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Everybody lived well and had plenty to eat, and
were friendly and neighborly. There was no such thing
ag relief in those days, as almost everyone raised his
ovn living. Cellars and smokehouses were always well
filled. We had sassafras tea %o drink, and home grown tobaeco
to smoke in our cob pipes, but cigarettes were unknown
then.

fthen we first came here wild plums, grapes and
blackberries grew abundantly in the woods, and along the
streams. We made the plums into preserves by using sor-
ghum molasses for sweetening, as sugar was very scarce.
This was‘packed into stone jars, covéred over with a
cloth, wﬁich was pasted down tight to the jar and would
keep all winter. Canning was almost unknown in those
days, and the first jars to be placed on the market were
very inferior, and it took some time for the women folks

to learn how to use them. It was in the early 80's

before fruit tree agents came into the country and sold
us the first fruit treea. In a few years we had plenty

of apples and peaches and the only way we had to put them
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up for winter was to dry them. Drying appleQ and peaches
was a popular method‘thosa days, and a fried peach fie‘
was hard to beat.

There were four~Cherokee Indian families who moved out of
Kansaes and settled on the hesdwaters of Big Cabin Creek
in the late 60's. They were the families of Louis Rogers,
Lark McGhee, George Walker and our faqily. They all set-
tled in the timber along Cabin Creek, an that was all the
$imber there was until you went east to Grand or the Neosho
River,

We had no schools at first and the older children
had to'gonto Chetopa to school, a distance of about ten
miles. Most o; them boarded with some friend and went
to achool. About 1870 to 1872 a bunch of Delawares moved

in from Kansas and settled in our neighborhood. Our older

children married off but with these Delaware settlers we

had enough children to start a school. About 1880 the

- MR q h
neighbors got together and erected a log school house, on
the aide of a hill and started a2 subscription achool, which

was continued for several years.
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In 1887 we succeeded in electing George Washington
Walker to the National Council, from Gooweeacoowee-ﬁistrict.
He was one of our first settlers, and had a large family.
He éucceeded in getting a National School, which we named
"The Rogers 8chool™, after Louis Rogers, one of our first
four settlera. We built a new modern schoolhouse in later
_years, and the school is still géingfnsQer the same name.
Walker, a typieal full blood Cherokee Indian, was re-elect-
ed in 1889 and served in the council two more years. Hs,
Louis Rogers, and Lark McGhee were elected to serve on the
first school board.
;hst of the settlers in our neighborhood were éut
of debt, ;hq if they did contract a debt they would pay,
until the lagﬁ gent was pesid. in latér years many did

open accounts with merchaents in Chetopa, Kansas, and would

Tun accounts for a full year, and think nothing about it, as
. 4

AR o OB I AR p gy - |
they. always.-paid-up-onee—each-year-ant—started—overs

. I remember when the first banks were opened at Chetopa

4

and Vinita an old settler could go to the bank and borrow
¥

most any sum he wanted on his plain open note. 'By that

t
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time most of the Cherokees had fine farms and oﬁned a
nice bunch of cattle and hogs, and many in this neighbor-
hood had opened up coal mines. There is a fine bed of
coel under most of the ground from the Kansas line, on

down southwest of Vinita. Meny of our early day Cherokee

o

5 Ly

eitizéns would give a five or ten year lease to a wﬁite
man to get a piece of land improved and put in cultivation,
and many times the white man would open up a eoal bank on
the place. Geofge fialker, the full blood who first set-
tled in our neighborhood, rented his land this way and when
allotment time came he had well improved farms for about
eight of his children, and had been drawing a third of the
rent on most of it after the ten years was up. He had
given %he white man all he could raise on the farms for

from seven to ten years to get the farms improved. After

that he drew rent. He was a wise o0ld Indian and died in

fairly good circumstances, even though hé had to &ope with———
the white race in his last days.
The Indian did not know what taxes and interest

meant, as there were no taxes fo be paid on his farm, and .



>
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the Cherokee laws were such that the land was held in
cémmon, and could not be mortgaged; therefore, there
waé/%%terest to pay. Many of them learned about mort-
gaging quickly, however, and no sooner was the land
mortgaged and the morigage due before iir. Indian was
without his land.

There were no roasds to be kept up either. There
was not a section line in the territory until after state-
hood. The roads just went the nearest way to where they
were goling, and when they got too bad to travel a new road
was started. It didn't make much difference in the early
days, as there were no automobiles and when I first settled

on Cabin Creek there wasn't even a railroad running through

the~ terrigory. ‘
I heard the first whistle made by the M.K.&.T. train

a8 it crossed .the Kansas line in 1870. Our neighborhood
all took a day off and took the women, children and dogs
and our dinner and went to Russell Creek for an all day
picenic to éee our first train as it crossed the Kansas line.

We hid our teams way back in the woods, where they wouldn't
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get scared and went douﬁ near the track to wait for the first
train to come through, as it had been announced. When we
’heard it coming the men folks stepped back, but kids and

dogs crowded up closer, notwithstanding our warning, but

as the engine neared them they all stampeded, and didn'?t’

get to see what the train looked like after sll.



