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'Family Life’among the Cheyenne Indians.,

" The family life of a.people is influenced by vaerious
phases of its existence. Chief among these we might men-
tion the religious views, the social‘and'economic relations
and the physicél conditions.

The religious traditions and beliefs emong the Cheyennes *
are brought to the‘pn-coming generation by verbal repefition.'
The g&éndparents, and gspecially the grandmothers, are the
ones who, es a rule, tell these, aé well as other stg?iés, - .
tq the younger generation. F¥rom their childhood~on, tﬁey
ére taught to reverence sacréd things, and they surei& con=~
sider many oﬁjécts as sacred; objects like the'springs,
thunder aﬁd lightning, Eertain animals; and ali kinds of
good andievil spirits. fb the@, everything seems to be alive )
witﬁwspiriés, the tre¢s, the hills the springs, and’innumer-

¢

able other things. They also fesr the spirits of the departed

I'4

and therefore dread going past a cemetery, especially by night

~
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and-wiil often sing or whistle at such sn occasion to keep

*

’Eh;/gvil gpirits away. Thq‘chi}d?en are also taught to
reséect older persons, especially tﬁéir priests and their
iives. They must never walk directly in front of them,
but must éet by some gthei.way: when -at oécgsions like
our sewing meetings the little children ;ould'forget this,
and try to pass in front of the chie}'s wife|1n order t&
get to their mother, téey were invariably.seﬁt back and
had to get to their mother some other way. Tﬁe children

“are aiso taught to respect the medicine men and wﬁmen and
even to fear them; for-.these, supposedly, have tge power

to harm them. When & priest or medicine man has & small

‘fire or heap of ashes before a sick party, no-one must pass

\ .

directly in ffbnt of such a fire or ashes, but must get by
\\ffifh°:°th°r)gid° of the rcom., KEspecielly, no-one.must
pass between the fire and ‘the éick party. The children are
also raised\?éar;ng the'apiri£s, for tho?;are.tauéht that
these can cause sickness, misfortuﬁe, or twisting c:‘thpif

mouths, etc., to befell them. Indeed, siciness in generel

is looked upon as & visitetion/of some evil spirit, and
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tha madicina man proceeds férthwith to try to drive out
thase evil spirits with his rattle and incantatiop. It
is not so mnch the medicine he administers that is to
effect the cure, R:¥:] it is his power over the evil spiri%s.
Often in case of sickness a number of. these medicine meP'
are called 80 in case: the power .of o;e fails, secondj
" or a third one mey try his ;uck. -These medi cine men(are
held in great.esteem? and when‘pheyiaretcelleé'into ;;.
home, -all t#p inme tes are.#fixious to serwe themkin eny
way they can, T - [>’ ..:
In such a religious atmOSphere of fear and dread' ghe
children are raised and this fear amd dread stays w1th
them all tneir‘lives. A good_@;ny ygars ago -en old, men.
among them had cointted some Qrong; displeésed the thhnder )
god, and lived in such fear of him thét every, time a stonm

came up, no matter what time of day or night it was, he
sforthwith hastened to the mission ;Qhool for protection.
none of the Indians wiahed to have him in' topeea during a
storm, for fear lightning would strike whegg pe was,_ Thesa/

gods seem very real to them, as tlLe Téllowing 1ﬁcihanta§hows:

-~



one of tlie’.clndain 'men vas stending. He.was/stunned, smd

ne east of 1t,d pr death «ill follo 1‘or t 8 one so-éoing.‘

\Cha)’ennes dp not punish their children. They";vill

In ro:'iner' ‘years' when the Indisns were still.more to th‘em-

Selvos "before thp coming T the white man, this methé?
[ F“ ".
worked.but' Better than it does now when- th/eir children are

k
subgect to many outside nfluences which were not theré
. . ;

o Lo j ’

rn—
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formez:'ly. ) T}tme Indian vparent is always resdy to sa}:isfy_
'evgry whim end demand of the Ehild if this is &t all
.poséiblp,, thus spoiling the child., Therefore, the

: .
sajing‘?hat an Indian is a spoiled, overgrown child is

not without’foundation. of course; formerly, their
~demanés were smali, and could .sooner be sétisfied, but
with all ‘the towns &nd stores, with their many toys, etc.,‘
~Bowadays, the Gemands ofgfhe-dhibgren have increvsed
-acbordingly, and this cusfom,therefore,of%en works a

hardship upoi .the paren%s. On the other hand, Indien N

—Tchti&ren~are—§$rie%&y—taughtMnevef“tG“fﬁiiﬂggﬁzg¥errupt'

. <

when others are speaking. They are as a rule quiet and

backward, and their trainirg mekes them &ll the more so.

get tﬁey leve their gemes end amusements wh;ch they enjoy
gs thoroughly &s wh;te children enjoy theirs, The boys

get.great ru; out of whipping their tops on the ice, Th
tops are not thrown or qpirled with a ;triné, but made fo
epin by whipping with a whip mede of & strip of bucksk
or cloth fastened to a stick. The one who can keep

top spinning the longest is theﬁchémpioh in the game,
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‘I‘hoy’ hav;% ma:y Bther gemps with hoops$ bow and arr&;s, g
netted wheq, etc., but 1t would take too long to go into <
detail. )‘thh coming into’ their homea we often find even
the women playing'a geme with dice and a basket, ‘which is
ex{'all—absor;bing”ga'n.;e wizc.h them.' As the younger ones
héve been t‘og“ether_wzith wﬁite childr'gn more in recent
yeurs, they ha:ve aIso’“]gearn\ed to .pley the su.me -gzsmes as
shinny, hockey,‘base;;all basketball, end the like,

In former tj,gnes it was the squaw thet did practically

all the labor, eve‘n the getti‘rg apd aitting of the wood

the carrying of the water the nelanting amd tendin~ of

‘e

the corn, etc., while the men went out to hunt and fish

4

in order to get the supply ei mebt. vwith t{xe coming of
%, .

the white man, even these cué.toms’have‘ changed to some

extent, but .even now it is the women thet has to do most

.
-

of the work, while the youn;; mey are often idle. A4s most

of thefr land is leavaed out to white‘sg tye men are not as

-4 . -

busy as they should be, though efforts are being mede by

- .
g .

the government to get them to do more ferming t}mmselvos,

and some of them are making good sterts. Besides the
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work on the farm, the men get wood gnd fence-posts out to
sell, anmd at cottonahéeing and co%tbn-piéking time, often-
times both men snd women are out working in the cotton

_fields; also at harvest time some of the men work for their
wﬁite neighbérs. They/gg%%gr work for others/where they

get their pay each day or week, than go do farming themselves .,
. The girls ere taught in the home by the mother:b while

still quite young, the: &re taught £o do beadwork, as that

affords a source of income, and the women, ﬁhen not other-

~wise-busy with home duties, do é gr_gai.iea“&iﬁ%woxzkhw_-

Most of our Chéyennes now 1ive in houses of two or three

rooms, whiié‘fhe ten't or tepee is, ag a rule, used only

when they gather st a certain camping place fof religious
or'épcial gatherings. Sd%é of their houses are but meeger~

ly furnished; some are kepg quite clean and neat, considering
the.dircumstances under whiéh they must live; others are

quite the opposite. The house belongs to the wife, end her

. seat ;f honor ;s on the left side of the door a&s you enter -

the hquse,‘ Their mein means of sustenence are meat, breed,

2

and coffee, but they also use corn, beans, tometoes, squash,
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melons, rice, fresh and canned frufts. Many a time when -
.short on victuals, two meals a dey must suffice. However,
an, Indian can s%oy awé& an ;normous amount o7 food at ‘one
time, anmi then go v;ithout for quite e while if necessery. .
The Indian is very liberal. In fact, it is custom emong

them that as'long-ae they have sométhing,‘thé;;are obliged

to divide with othéré if the& do not wish to be looked down
upon as stingy. This eustom mekes it very hard for ambi-
tious young people who fealiy want to get shesd to do so,

and oftenéiﬁeé tﬁey becaﬁe discouraged and thiﬁk there is no
use t;ying. ‘Buests are alWays welcome and treated very:hos-
pitebly snd e:ccording to their custom fust be fed,no matter
what time of day they errive. So a femily that has a little
more income usually is the‘one that hes many visitoré and the
woman of the home has to €00k meny meals a éay as her guests
arrive. The girls, as they grow older, are never allowed to'
g0 anywhere unless in compeny with tyeir mother, aunt or some
other older woman, when tﬁé girl becomes of marriageable

age, her suitor will steal her awasy, usually at night., Then

the relatives_o§;§oth sides decide upon a day which the

LV
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Indian wedding is to také place. The bride's femily furnish
the victusls for the wedding feast. The bridegroom's rele-
tives bring ell kinds of presents such as tents! blankets,
shawls, ponies, moccasins, cooking utensils, dishes, etc,
“and have them in array at the bride's ﬁome.' Then.on the
appointed day the bride is brought, in former times riding
a decorated horse, to her home by the bridegroom's folks
and is received there and given to the bridegrcom. Next,
the feest is prepared end ezten, and then the pride'hivides
out most of the gifts to her friemis and relatives)ﬂsually‘
keeping only a tent. ' |
The yc;ung married couple usually meke their home'with
the wife's folks. At the time of the ailotment only thgse .
living at thet time received iand, and since then piece
after piece of dead sllotments has beeﬁ soid by the heirs,
80 that all the younger ones have no la;d and that is the |
main reuso?/for this condition. But it often causes trouﬁle
between the young married couple and one side blan;s the ‘

other; therefore it would be far better if young married

people would and could establish homes of their own, .
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Pec{xliar custams or theirs mal_ke it doubiy hard for the
aon-in—lau; as he must never see or speak with his mother-
in-law. That of c'ou.rse implies' that he must stay in, and
eat hi; meals in, a different room, ete. In former times
el;ery brother and sister,' aftezj reaching a 6erté1n, age
were not ai:lowed‘ to associate with each other. It is also
.implroPer for a womh, being by’ hers'él:f, to é%;nvers'e with a
men who is not related to her; if there are two wom;n, or
if there is at least & little girl with her, then she may
converse with him with propriety. ‘ '
Thej Cheyenne is also very superstitious. ‘ Lfter death

- the spirit 'o.f ‘the ziecez.s'ec.l is believed to retwrn to the
place, where he died'for three day’a amd thgrefore the sur-
vivors Ao not like to stay at ‘the place where ’ch_e dedth
.oqc\’irred' and s_o' usu;all:} go elsewh’ere for a while after &
dée;th has taken place. They are slsc averse to keeping

' deed l?odieé over night,_a‘z‘sz if at ull possible 'they bury
‘them on the squxé day that death ocours. Neither do they

' wish to .’keep anything that belonged to the deceeased. S:uch

_articles arq elther buried with the-dead, burned or given
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away, Formerly they -were also opposed, ami some &are evei
* S P %

%

now, to have doag bodie; brought inxo-thqlchurch; for
_they fear if they enter the church later their mouths
may becopa'twieted es a result. irticles of food are
piaoed upon the grave so, when the apirit of the deceased -

P

‘returns he may find them there. In former ﬁimeé our Cﬁey-
ennés also objedded to having their pievurés teken, for
they supposed it would take something away from their
1n¢ividuality. &either do they like to giv%xtheir own.
.namo‘when asked for it. o if you want to learn ean In-
dian's name, ask the party with him-for the desired
vinformntion. I1f,the Indian is alone he will, éria; some
hesitation, possibly tell you, "They cell me so and so".
"Wearing an ;mu;ot of some kind on ;riat or neck .is
éuppoaed to keep evil spirits awsy. Meeting some one
carrying sshes out of the house is a bad omen, In cases
of death, grief is shown by cutting the mir and wéarzing
it loose, by mourning and lamenting in a weird .manner,
by going barefooted and wearing old torn clothing, end

in former times even by cutting the legs so0 that the

blood would. triockle down.



241

LINSCHEID, G. A. (MRS.) INPERVIEW ' 8824
712- '

So one could go on enumerating many more ‘ofi their customs

\

‘and beliefs, but it‘would take entirely too long to do so.
X:e’o it n{ight be interesting to note that their wasr of
speaking of relatives is very much different Trom ours.
Girls cell all the sisters of th.elr mother, mothers, and
boys ce?fll all the brothe‘rs of their father, ;}athers and.
these in turn hold them respectively as daughters and eons.
:'”}Iowevé{z' the brothers of the mother are uncles and the
sisters of the father are aunts to the children.

Having paused to consider the religious views, aleo

the s/ocial and economic conditions, as they influence the

em&ly life, let us now stop briefly to consider aleo the

i luence on the femily life of the physical cond ions

H

1-
ng the Cheyennes. Heal th conditions gamong the Cheyennee

are far from satisfactory. ’I‘ubarculom? is ouit prevalent,

/

of ten taking the most promising of the Joung men and women.,

Ever since they have come 'in contact with whites, or rather

/

have been forced into schools when they were used to a- free.

" 1ife in the open, tuberculosis has spresd emopg them. Then

the unsanitary conditions emong them allow to spresad

~
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* rapidly. At the present time, howéver, it is not nearly so

_common any more, due, I think, largely to the fact thAt

they have by this time bocome‘used to the newer moae,/ of o

llving. Besides this trachoms and variou& skin di/seases

\ '

/are also very preValent among them. Infant mor‘bal/ity, Yoo,

|

/

‘medicine men with their rattles and

~apt. to teke cold and a backs

no ponfidence in them,

is or was remerly very great due to the fac‘c t at many .
young mothers, or the womanhood in*general is gnorant of

how to care for babies. Improper food and undjiie exposure

més‘ of their

/ -
to the cold or hest, as the case may be, at :
/ ' N ~
large /éam'ps for religious or social purpo‘se , are among

the /;Srincipnl reasons for the yeat infan mortality. I
/glad to say that these corﬁitions hay also improved

pntel\;ally in latem' years. ‘l‘heq the practices of i{heir

eird songs are not

conduc¢cive to rest and recovery in Ltases of sickness, Often‘
a sick one is taken into the sweatlodge;-bvoo, and is very
and often death will result
from the éxposure. The Goyerngent sends pnysitcians out

amorg them, but meny, es ecially the older Indisns, have

~

Thoy think the doctor should bve

thére all the time t 'watcx; the sick (like’ thoigc medi cine
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men) '.a‘lao' that an administered medicine should bring
innnediata ralief. éome o'f‘the -younger-c;z;és are teking

: more kindly to these Govermment physicians and after
another genergt_ion or two their attitude towards white
doctors will ge':entirelyﬁigferent, in fact is alréady '

so to'a great extent. The .Government also sends out

L e

specialists from time to time to combet “trachoma, to
look after théir eyes and teet.h, etce, and it certainlgr
brings some results, though the indians do not respond
as resdily as one should like. In some ’locatlitie's

3

.These are sent out by the

v‘-*

o ‘fi‘ce‘ldinatrons~~a»lso~are ‘busy.
Governmant to teach sanitation,  care of *children and .
canning of /fruits ’and meats, etc, In some-places the

_Government also mintains hospitals, solely fgr the In-
dians, where all service is frée to th%n. Those living

farther éway: from such hospitait;,‘ are averse to meking

use of them on account of the distaxcs), not wishing to

‘take the éiclg so far away from home, Yet sometimes,

‘especially in cases of tubel;culosis; fﬂey will tinaliy,
when it is too lato decide to take tliem to a hospital

and or courase 1nvar1a’o1y daath reaults "o that among
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;k 6 Cheyennes, at least, going to a Govermment hospital-
is almost synonymous with death, Their medicine yze; dis-
courage their people from calling white doctox"s,and, going ’
to hospitals, yet when they see there is no more hope for
the sick party, they will sometimes even urge calling a
white doctor or going to a hospitel, because ‘they can -
then, when death fesnlts, use it as ,an.a:zgument against
white physicians and hospitels, As time goes on these
¢onditions are bound to chenge, however, @s even now
* many of ihe younger ones take more kindly to white. doctors
and'hospil.’;als. . " ' ‘ ¢ e
Now for the close, jus1; a few worfls about family life
in the Christian homes., In these a different atmosphere |
prevails. Where it is possible on account of th:air peculiar
custqins and usages, they }:;ave family worship, prayer before
meals, and love to sing Christiafx hymns, the older ones : g
preferring our: Chayenne songs, the younger ones the- English.
Sometimes e are a;ked whother we have any extru cbpios of
song books we _eould .'Let them have. Aleg, more roading is

done in the homes than was formerly the case, After s

period of nearly w years of selibols amoxfg he Southern
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Cheyennes, neerly all middle aged and practically all the
;ounge} ones read English snd 8o néturéliy-requests for
resding material are more Imerous . Thediatrib;tion of
Christian literature offers mwany an Opportﬁnity to sow

the éo&é‘seed of the Qosbel, tperefore weLa;waya use &
pért of 6ur. allowar.xce of Christma s money for that purpose,

-,

Ve 5.1'150 distribute "Christi;an 1i terature amo’ng the young
folks -attending og; Sun;iay ‘e.chools and also get co_pj:es of
otsers sutiable for distribution emong the Christian fami-
iies. Besides this we &re often~a§ked for papers and

© magazines by some of the younger foiks.,

S0 gradually the family 1ifé of these people is trans-

formed. May weﬂ as laborers in His vineyard be faithful also -

in this phaée of the work, to use every opportunity to spreal
the news of the glad tidings of salvation in the Lord Jesus

Christ.



