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Interview with Colonel John W. Hunter
Bartlesvilie, Oklahoma

I was born May 18, 1859, in Hancock County,

Illinois,

ily father, Colonel Thomas Hunter, was born in

.Loudon Gouiity, Virginia, in 1823; died at Blackwell,

Oklahoma; and is buried in Sumner County, H&nsas. He

was of Scotch ana English descent.1 His father died a

few weeks prior to his birth and his mother died when

he was six years old. He nede his horae with a family

in Pennsylvania antil he vms fifteen, then came to Ohio

and settled at Cincinnati. He was on tha first fire

department in Cincinnati. He tried to enlist as a

private in the Civil Wer but was not accepted on account

of his physical Condition. He was offered a commission

•, as Colonel by President Lincoln but refused this com-

mission. He was always known as Goxonel Hunter.

My mother, iilizsbeth McKee Hunter, was born in Bromi

County, Ohio, near Cincinnati, and is buried in Sumner

County, Kansas. She was of Irish descent. She was

reared in the same neighborhood with General Grant and
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knew him well.

&(y parents married in Brown County, Q&io, where

they lived for several years. In the winter of 1871

and f72 we came to ouraner County, Kansas', when I was

twelve years old. .7e made thfi- t r ip from Hancock

County, I l l i n o i s , in a covered wa on car:.van, with

four wagons, three horsa tea&s, and two yoke of oxen.

We came to xichit--. and camped in a rendezvous for

campers. I.Iy father was looking for a location to es-

tabl ish a mercantile business and f inal ly want to Well-

ington where he established a ganeral store in the l a t t e r

part of the winter.

»e had no bridges and when we crossed the Arkansas

River at the ford, where Douglas avenue is nov. located

at Wichita, one of the wagons was stuc.^ in the river

and a l l the teams were hooked to i t to pull i t out.

These wagons held our ent ire worldly possessions. We

final ly drifted f i f teen miles south to South Haven,

where my father took a claim of 160 acres* This claim

was in Sumner County, just three miles over the l i n e .

The Santa Fe depot now stands on th i s land.
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Our house was one room 12 feet square, buil t of

cottonwood with a board roof, .men i t rained we sat

up in the bed '.vi xh an umbrella over us to Keep dry. The

sun had'warped the cdttonvjood and the cracks were large

enou->i zo throw a cat through, /he ne. •; yeSr my father

built a four*1 room frame house.

iihen 1'v/as twelve'r..y father gave ue a snotjun and a

six shorter ana 1 soon learned to shoot. I have sat

up a l l night with a r i f le over iny knees and ^u&rded the

Q
house against the Indians, The 0saoes were a wild, t&each-

erous tr ibe and would sneak up on the house in the night

and we had to be on^guard day and night.

xhe x'irst t r i . . VI made to Cald.e l l , *^ansas, was with

my father in 1872. Caldwoil was i:nown as the greatest cow

town in southern kansao un t i l the settlement of Oklahoma

put ' i t out of reach of fc^e t r a i - herds.

I can remember when cat t le were snipped from ^.bilene

and ^ewton but that was before my cowboy. d*ys.

...y father hunted wild buffalo in Kay County in 1873

and I saw a fe,; of them on* Jeer Creek v/nan I accompanied

»on one of these t r i p s , .ie always took six or eight
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men with him on thass t r ips 022 account of the Indians.

There would be two men to the wagon, ilach man \.ould

furnish a horse, usually one horse was a trained buffale

horse used to shoot buffalo fru..^ l.y father always had

an understanding with each man th- t they -ake both the

front and hind quarters of the buffalo, for so,^ people

would take* the hind quarters, and leave x:,e front quarters*

One buffalo v/as, ~auled in each .vagon. de mads u>vo t r i p s

a year into the ^-ndian Terri tory on these hunts*

A few days af ter our a r r iva l in rjansas, i met Pete

Slaughter, a Texas covmoan, who was bringing a herd of

1E00 head of Texas lenghorns up the ^hishoid f r a i l from

Texas to ,'tichita, iiansas. xle gave me job handling the

drag end of the" herd at iZ2*50 ger month and my board.

tie met the herd near the Oiinarron'tfiver. Pete ' s brother,
m

John, was one dry behind our herd with another herd of

1200 head. We camped twenty-five,miles southwest of

iVichita for several weeks while awaiting shipment. The

railroad had jusi bsen completed into ,/ichlta that year

and we had to wait our turn at the stockyards. There

were about six or eight good cowboys in om? ou t f i t .
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Pete Slaughter was about t h i r t y ysarb old and

had only been married a shor t t ime. His wife t raveleu

with' the herd in a covered hu-cii and drove her 1'avorite

pony, a l i t t l e c r eY b-ckskin. *.rs. Slaughter favored

z.e and so:.eti.--3vs l e t ir.s r i a e aar ^ony.

l y night horse , "Soa^ s t i c k s " was an old broken

down cow horse about twenty y^ars o ld . :;e had been*

a good cow horse in h i s day but -.as ge t t ing t . c old to

run and I was worried about wh^t I v/ould ao in case of

a stampede. 1 decided that I v/ould run my horse to one

side and t r y to g-t behind the herd, ^ne night I had.

the chance" to t r y t -is method. 1 w&s n i£ht r id ing the

herd when my nose s t a r t e d bleeding. ,.hen t,hi c a t ; l e

siael-ed the blood they became r e s t l e s s and before I

knew what ssas taKia^ p^ace tiiey T..ere ^n a s^a.^ede.

"Soap o i i cks" car r ied me out rot darker for ho did jus t .

what I had in mind, .a ' ter ohio Aaypsaed L r s . Slaughter

objected to :..j wl*:ht ridi;;... and ,oia ^ete I was too

young so i d i d n ' t stand guard any ,iore.

L i s . S laugh te r ' s cousin, B i l l Cheek, was the .

-ook. He drove two yoke of oxen to w e cnuck wagon.
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He was a gooa fr iend or mine and uad a chance to prove

i t vjrie-CL .y. Phere v<̂ s a youn_ po.. h~~a in t,;.e crew,

about twenty-wo \eara o ld . lie had an overbear HA.-.

d i spos i t ion a..d because I w~s a Ma ^ t r i 3 i ;o t u l l y

.ae. Hhe only siituo v/e ..ac ..s-. .:,e2- t*>, c^ . c : >,a_o..

an-: .hi : ; zc?> bo; s c.£i_.s in to ca .^ fcr w fe.v n iLu .e j

they V7ou_d era 1 ..nder ti.o -.yu^.n. Cn-i d^y .us -.nder

th« ,,a^on .. :«:i ^..3. cool: whsn xhic fexlo . rod'3 up,

thre.v l.is b r l i l j i-ei^is over h is h o r s e ' s head ar.i joined

us . ..Tien h- .;:.s ready ^c leave nj ordered ::.2 ~«o _:et

h i s h o r s a tha t h>~a wandered a short d is tance a <_y. I

era>vled fro., under the v«agon vrfiere he couldn ' t reach

me and to ld hira to get h i s horse himself, t h a t I was

not wait ing on him. In those days we s e t t l e d arguments

with s ix guns ; nd when he s t a r t e d f o r me t h s cooic came

around the .agon with h'is shooting iron dra./n, and to ld

him to "lay off". About the sa.,e ti;.j3 i e t o Sl&i*£hter

rode up and ;u l lod hi5 gun and to..d t*;^ fel low to get

back to the herd -./here lie belon^ud. . r-jiz. tha t tiice on

ho was t.._ ..oat unpopular cowboy in the ere. . .
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this drive I returned to :ay father's farm at

South Haven where I stayed for a whixy. I th'jn wsnt'^o
• .y

work on a small ranch over ^.e line in «..3 Indiuil Terri-

tory, en i«hj Chikao^i^ ni /er . ...y boss key* :.-o iu >r- for

CG i.cny then to . : r : . -a ov/n̂ d t - t . - ufi-lc-'S cxd

o. : d?y t. soldier, •<;..c i.i-i dc-soro^Q -..e ur..., and as

•c^vsling tiirou__h oh ̂  country,killed .̂.e buffalo, The

boss v/as in a tGrriblo r ^ e trhe:. h-s discovered \/;xut Ltd

happene:. He lefu me alone and went after the buffalo

f i l l e r . He v*as yone t.:- or three days and \,han he rsturned

I ask-jd hiu if . - billed z'ae man and -h- ^nly answer he

gave :za was, "ds v(onft k i l l any ;aore buffalo."

There were trading posts along ihe JnishoL^ Trail

at the stage stations in about 1875 to *&ccorjaoda\,e thj

cattlaaen alon^i the t r a i l . Six or eight herds would pass

in on-j duy. Tire cattle had to heva water every~cTtry"

a herd was seldoi.i driven ai'tei' July. Tlis v ^ e r nole.s

were usually dry by tha-t time and unti l the ft.il raina

cuae i t was nol safe to drive ca-ot^e. j»,n ordinary t r a i l

herd numbered about 1,000 head. ..e watered the cattle

between 12 and £o' clock. I t took about tvro hours to ceu
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them a l l watered. When the ca t t l e were swiioaing they

would mill around in the water in a huddle and nothing

but their heads could be aeen. sometimes 100 heads

could be seen.

The courts had no jur isdict ion in the Indian

Territory when 1 f i r s t ca^e here but la ter the Ter-

r i tory wi.s put under the Arkansas jur isdict ion and court

was held at Fort S^itli. United States deputy marshals

were then stationed in the Indian Territory and oho

prisoners -sera transferred to Fort Smith by these marshals.

Jim iV. Hamilton owned and operated thu Open A Ranch

located about forty miles southwest uf Hunnewell, Kansasr

on the Chikaskia River. This ran'ch v&s la te r moved to

Fond Greek, in Grant County, at the mouth of Salt Fork

River. Ihe Open A ^rand was/Ij and they shipped about

10,000 head a year, Jim Hamilton.was at one tir.e Treasurer

of ixansas and l a t e r was agent Tor the Santa S'e system.

_I worked for the Open A and the ittinnin^ ft ranches for

t went y-fTv^--^ e ar s •

.then I was sijfteen I was considered a top hand and

rode the south l i n e , Hhe best men rode t h i s l ine and
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that was my beat for so..id time, tfnen I was seventeen

I rode, roped and bro.o broncos vim -,u^ best of them.

John Paul Kratky, a Geriaan vho bought and bred

Spanish horses, offered i:.e a job taking 100 head of wild

bronchos to ilinnesota, but I dia not accept tn« offer

at tktit time, !.:>. Kratky had oade t.,o ,^oid rush to Cal-

ifornia in 1849, set t led there on a roich ana l^t-rned

the horse business. I..y chut, heard ot the offer I had

been roade and wanted to ^o, so we f inal ly hired to.i-J*.

Kratky and in Lay, 1876, we took the bronchos frou

Kansas, across the corner of Nebraska, through to Iov7a

to Minnesota. By the time we reached our destination

tbs horses ware broke ready for use. ,te sold part of

them along the way, the pick of the herd for v100 each*

Iti the f a l l after I returned from Lanaesbta, Jim

Hamilton of the Cpen A Ranch came to my fa ther r s house

in Kansas and wanted me t-o "drive 500 head of steers -

tcrUaTdwell, Kansas, and'.-ut them in ihz feed pen there.

I asked hirr. for a we-jkfe res I as I was t i red from thj long

t r i p from Minnesota. His cat : le were dying fro..i Spanish

fever Trtien I ar r ived 'a t the ranch. - I had heard that coal
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o i l would cura this fever so I wen*, to Oaldveil and

bought two ton gallon cans of o i l and we t r ied this

reir.edy, drenchinj them with a pint of o i l , I don't

know if chis helped v,r not but \,e did no"c lose any

more ca t t l e . Jim's brotaer, r'r'.nk, and I were about

the SC-.-3 •. re and ::s w. s -~ uel_, *..e wish the herd, so

•.;e started to ti.e s ta te linw ,;it- t..e;».. *h-3 ca t t le

y/ere res t less and hard to handle, tne night they be-

vame frightened and sviapeded. I have helped with

larger stampedes but was never on one that was as hard

to handle, for we rode for six diys anu nights before

we rounded up what «as lef t of our herd. «e lost about

hall' of them and our horses were worn o u . Erank had

plenty of nerve but did no^ have the consti tut ion to with-

stand the s t ra in an-; <xi6d the next weol:. I lost one of

the besi: pals on the range.

"The Running a Ranch was located thi r ty iailes due

south of Caldweil and lo r y miles southwest of hunnewell.

I t was owned and operated by Billy, LcLawly. Their brand

vras LA/* and they shipped abouiT 15,000 head a year, rthen

I was seventeen I was herd boss for this ranch, and was
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round-up bosb, the most responsible position on the

faneh, when I v/as nineteen. I was made ranch boss at

the a^e of twenty-one. In the winter months I rode

l ins with the other boys.

In 1685 I was made rar.cii boss fcr the*?aint Horn

Ranch. This was a small rr.nch and we only shipped about

S500 to 3000 head. They shipped from Hunnewell and

Caldwell. Their brand was a dab :.f red paint on the

ca t t l e ' s horns. xhis brand V7&s hard to .veep on for the

cat t ls rubbed i t off.

^ branch of the Santa Fe Railroad was buil t to

Hunnewell from Jichita in 1880 and I helped to pen the

f i r s t ca t t l e shipped from Hunnewell. Captain Ikard, a

Texas cowi.au, ,-.s driving a t r a i l herd from Texas ana he

arrived ab xiunnewell ani learned there were tv/enty-one

cars to_ be there the next day, ^e decided to iaake the

f i r s t shipment from Hunnewell. His ca t t l e were stationed

on dard Creek but he did not know the location of Sand

Creek, He was very excited and was- anxious to locate

his ca tc le . Upon inqairy he learned there ./ere* two

Sand Creeks along the t r a i l which complicated matters
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*for him. He did not kno>. the country and .VK& at a

complete loss . **ndy -Robinson, a gunller at liunnev/ell,

informed him he knew a kid who could t e l l him where Sand

Creek was located. He caî e for me an : I explained to him

that one oand Creek was on the west side ^f the t r a i l and

one on the east aide, one ran into Crooked Creek and the

othe. into Wild Horse Creek. He said if I could find the

place at night he would hire a r ig and we v/ould t ry to

locate the herd, about four o'clock the next morning we

located th m for.y miles south of Hunnewell. He gave

orders to put them on the road and crowd them, to drive

a l l night if necessary. The cow hands were ordered to

taks their s l ickers and "slicker" then but the t r a i l

boss fcaid that was useless for they could not make i t

in'one ttay^' > X(b herrdad that night and drove the next

day, herded th-3 naxt night and drove the ; . in to the pen

a- Ilunne-.ell the nex.. day. The two days hard drive

had taken off a l l the fat thm i.ad been put on the ca t t l e

on the entire drive from Texas,

The Bar X Bar Ranch was located in th? northeast

corner of the Creek Nation, in the forks of the .arkansas
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and Ci2narron Rivers , south of where Cleveland i s now.

Their brand4vre% -X-. This was one of the l a r g e s t c a t t l e

companies in the country. I v/as shipjin.-- superintendent

for them one season. There was an outlaw cave about

ten or t-.exve miles from th i s ranch, about one hundred

yards over in the Creek nat ion ."here ^agoon Creek ran

into Horse Creek,

* One night while we were c^.ped witn a herd owned .

tiy Captain Stone, about 200 Csages rode up yel l ing ,and

d o^r cattle. In trying to mill the eattle,

Stone got in front; of th; herd and to save his life,

he jumped the horse off the bsnk, ^he cattle followed

him over the bank. He v»as seriously woundect^ut snr-
I

vived. Wash Thompson, a cow hand, was also wounded in

this st.&mpsde. .,e lost;' a b e t t h i r ty haad of c a t t l e .

iVnen I vv'oriced on the "Open A" und^Hunning WM ranches

! the Usages would come to the ranch raising "Hurrah1* and

tho cpwpunchera would fight them, b^t \7«-never had any

casualt ies. ,ie never knew who k i l l ed ' the Indians that

were found after a b a t t l e , ilie Agent sent men to the •"
f
'' ranch to i nves t i ga t e and we shov/ed h i r / t h e dead Indians
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but, of course, didn't know anything e.cce.t tlv-1 they

•were dead. «i'ter an investigation one v.&ii said," I

don't bla..e you, if I lived in this country I 'd k i l l

then, too."

.(hile I rode for .ha "Open AM outfit I .orked

with the notorious outlaw, d i l l Joolin, a;:d never Knew

a no re likable fellov/. In my earl* cay l i f J in this

wild country I net anu kne.v iiaiiy outlaws &:£ v/ill say

here, while they were men vo be feared w>.en angered,

they were ;.ien vfao l ired by & s t r i c t cods of uheir own

, and some of them kind men at haart; however, soue were

despsra'te kLLlSys.' -In s; i t e of their many escapades

§£-*-?* *B3an.y, qf "theai.meiv d̂ ed̂  natural deaths. T i l l Lincoln,

**tas^iotariovis killer", worked on the stunning ., \vhen I did.

He died fre/:. tuberculosis.

Linn Srii>,an, a desperate k i l l e r , was a good Triend

of mine and a fe»? days before ha was killed ,7«3 were s i t t ing

around^ the CEanp one 0veniu.o a i t e r s^^er and he handed

ce a headed hattiand hi& Iadian. sweetheart had mde for

hi:... Me told me to keep i t for he would get bumped off

so.ae day and he v/ouid l ike for uie Co nave it» Ke left
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the Eanch and a#f®w days l a i e r we heard of nia aeath,

I have th i s hatband.

I knew Bil l Brooks, an outlaw, ./ho wus hanged at

Wellington; Joe Kei l is , Bob Boss, Narrow Gage *j.d and

Billy Rader. Hader * s with the jooiin c ^ g Ln(i w a s

captured and die-, in tho*len\ Ho ..'_s badly shot -p

in a gun fight on Mission Greek once but survived and

was l a t e r captured.

I have sesn many men ki l led at Hunnewell, I was

watching a <-;un fight on the s t ree ts of Hunnewell one day,
•

where I received the closest ca l l I ever had. A bul let

went through a raan, k i l l ing him, whi2z.=*d between lay arm

and body and I nearly died from f r igh t .

tlhen I rode for tne Open A, ondevening about five

o»clock I saw a sooke in the distance and, with J in Hunt,

went to invest igate . ..e rode about five miles and d i s -

covered a f i re that had been left by a bone bicker. UQ

had to fight f i re a l l night to save our range.

Once I was v is i t ing my parents in Sumner County,

Kansas, and one of the neighbors had a Texas eov/horse

that had become, an outlaw \.hen he was a co l t , after he
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was stolon by the Coiiiunchs Indices. i"he o.ner ..us

afraid of him and ha:: run him on a picket ro^e t i l

sunder. I saw ae VKLS U tC0(i inusvrii:̂  and wanted hir.i.

I traded a threj yeur old I vr-s drivin^ for ohe outlaw, •

Ly older brother v/;.s wi Li L.O an; ^ felt ;.rettv- safe

with his help, M'G were driving his hor^e ,vit- tn-j three

year old to a, .YL^O*.. ,I3 naa ^ negro hc.-sw .r3..:er on

the rftuming .'t ranch and I had learned iiiâ .y ,ci "tters frcm

him. ^a ran the v<a on up to the sid- of "Hettler" and

hitched him in with the other horsi . .te dro-. e hin hard

al l the \ra;- home. He vas soft from standing idle a l l

siu.xier and whila L.- *.7as tirod "fro.. th i haru. drivo i-K..e,

I saddled him andT after a hard fought batt le he v/..s

conquered. He was a fine cow horse and he and I saw

many hard t r i^s to^athsr. I E S running, hin after cattle

one night, jumped him over a bank anu hurt his b-ck. I

thought he ;7ss done for but after a lon^ rest and plenty

of care he recovered. I loaned hin to a friend one

day and Hattlei 'l-cnev? the fellow was afraid of him. //hen

he led him pp to the snubbing ^ost, Hattlar reared up,

fel l back and broke his nook and I lost one of the best
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l i t t l e , m u s t a n g s in tin Indian T e r r i t o r y , I have ridden

him iaar.y tiu.es twenty-four hours a d y when t rouble

occurred at the rancn.

.Vhile I workea for t..c- *&int rlorr. rtanch .:e had

the worst stcrm I ever , ; i ' ^ i a ; d . I t lu . t3d S±J: d u / s .

I t took a l l ha-.ds to hold the cat le ai.d -./e -.ver-s a l l

worn out . -the I'ii-st cl'^ur n i h t •.-",s sure .,3lco,..e and

I thougi.t one raac could r ide ni^ho heia a l l a lone . ,,e

a l l r e t i r e d ea r ly and knew nothing u n t i l . sor i i i .^ . •«.

storzri .:a<l come up in the night and tho cat .Ie wer- r e s t -

l e s s froiu the lone s t r a i n aiid ..era rso_.y . c r e.':citei..ent.

The n i y i t r i d e r \:^s a f ra id to leuv^ thex.: to cone for

help so he held t~~ herd a l l night a lo. is . Jhe stona

had coir.e up so fas t he aid not 'nave ti-.ie ^ co..:e for

he lp .

.•Tien I was round-up boss for me .^unnin.- , . ,Charlie

King and 8an Stanley, , ne^rces , were th^ horse breakers

and they ./ere the bedt . Charl ie was iay "nig er" i_nd went

with us to :ho round-up. .ie was born a slave t>nd knew

his place anion;; t he viiite wen. ue al..ays made iay raw-

hide ropes fo r we. Sam was m^ch d i f fe ren t for b.3 was
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ovarbearing and had to be put in h i s p lace , de often

esksd me to take hL: tv the r^und-a^ bv'o i t ."/as u custom

of e l l ranches never to i-±<:. t .c n ^ r o s s in o..e o u t f i t ,

Charlie l ived in toe Chickasa. .-ation und worked en Ghs

ranch in the summer. ^*e f&ll whs:, h^ returned ..cr^e

he found aso^tii^r nerro i*: r,uo c o i n . i t i : a i j ./iiu ;;hich

resu l ted in u shoot in- scrc.^i . - ing x s 1-cille , and we

l o s : the be^t hers - ' ;-JO.. -r on the ranr- j .

I had trouble vsritii a I.axican on th3 ^ a i n . Lor.: ^anc..,

HG v/as cooking for the o u t f i t and on-3 day j went to ';he

cnuck v/agon to liurry d inner , l.e ,,t.s cooking beans and I

l i f t ed the pet l i d , v<hicl. was an insu l t i^ the cook, but

I was in a hurry an. did not thiiil: u n t i l I saw his; go

for hi., t i inchester l^ i r i , on - be:: U3-. hit. . ..e was

usua l ly ai\iied btit had luid . . is ;. n on the box, to i.\y ad-

Vint... e, for i t £, ve no t i n e to beat hL. >,o the dr^w,

..hen I sa id , "otop',' he d id .

Svery ranch had a r t ^ j horse and rany d o l l a r s '.'Vjra

los t on tli3 horse r a c a s . <ie always bet on our horse but

seme times i t d i d n ' t win*. I had a l i t t l e I n i i a n pony

that had never been beutor.. vne of the beys raced her
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e^i.in t a ;*£)r,or. hors3 said ' accuse he lie:.' . r.. . ho-./
t

to ride her, slits '..as beaten, Jl.e ocy^ ..t ,d .o ran

fch:.- race over b-u tn = u-r. r:fueed. 1 -..•us net there

but th3 boys l c - t ~h^l:- : i . ^ , -•^.i--'^ o:. ..:r *:.^ , d,-v-«

Th'j la-e J. C. 3alisb.j.\ ^. _ : r , l i s v i l i e roua

for ..u.*..in; t.nu Lun-ly at Z^J sa.-1-- « J I ...r..ia cu

ti.e Open A.

rke last herd I drove ,,i*a -^^ .,oad 2r . ^l.o o. I t

i"ork Biver tnd ; J I t:".3:.i in -he I'^ed i.zu L.X Cald.v.Il.

Uriels Jim laoore as tli^- 1'orj ..ui o^ thio drive.

The Chisholii. Trt.il, alsv.- kno./n as thj "Chissuri'1

olid tli3 ^.cilene Tra i l , /.us i t a pluca in histcry. In

r.any places a l l t r ice ol' tLs t r^ i i at,s u-d.i ploughed

ui,, but in other places i t -..us ./err: to-- ioo^ly to 3v~r

be erased. The r^ilw&y linos -ni hard sur-i-ood i-i^h-

ways now j^arailel c>n.l occasionally cross i t s course.

This t r . : i l run : rom t..e ,ied River in Te.:as, nor-h tnrou^h

the Ajn.an Territory to the shippin^ points in Kansas,

The Si l l Trail branched off fr^i- t:.3 Chis-oin J r a ; l

at H&ckbury, n jar ilsnnesorfy, ';o xdowa, another ship-

point.
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' The to ..ii o;1 Iie^..oe.ey wai ..aified ir: hoi. r ... ^at

Hennes jy, w.iO was *:ill3j by .li- Clieyjz.i.e Indians durinc

th^ Cheyenne Indian .ar in 1874. ua an--' sevon othoj. ^en

were freighti/i^ for t;:s , ov^rni-ent .v.-ijn .hey v.ere rushed

by the Ciieyennea. The freichi =rs, .ith v'.. - e x e r t i o n

of ^snnessey, ur_^itched .h.-i; best uors - I'r.. ^. '1^ >.'~.jon

£.nd t r ied to ua.:-3 their jsc^pe but H3r3 3c~r. uvartaker:

by tii3 -nditJis -rid murdsr3i. J!hey were b-r iea near t:he

t r a i l and their :,r£ves are a l l within s. radius -I ssven

cr eight mi l js . Hennessey did nu; i-un "but -cried to pro-

ject his property. The Indians rushed hiu, i;i 3d hi:, vo

the v;a<:on «/heel and burned hiai. I have put rocks on

his f/rave liiany times ''.uen I passed.

Irne Csages were the :..osz treacherous tr ibe and,

like many other t r i b e s , would ride miles for a scalp»

.ftisn I was about f i f teen, three other boys, Ilasonic J^m,

"Curly" Curry, Red Bi l l , and I organized a band to fi§iit

the Csages who ca:e over tlie -̂ ^ansas line looking for

trouble. ;«e were knov/n as "Hunter1 s Hell Hounds" and

our ages ranged from fifteen to seventeen. I v/as known

as "Li t t le Colonel". He wer- always ready for a scrap



63
HUNT2R, JOHN W. INTSHVIAu 12721

-21-

with th,e Indians. >«nen an Osage died a moarning party

was sent out a,fter scalps, for a scalp was buried with

the dead. He made mighty sure i t vsasn't ours-.

'' The government brought part of the ^JLckapoos from

Kansas and set t led then on & reservation on f i t t e r Creek,

in what is now Lincoln, Gklahw.a, and ,-otta- atomic Counties,

The old bucks, ŝ u*-". s ai-d papooses were brought to the

Jndian Territory and the warriors were t alter,, to Florida* (

Williams was the idckapoo Indian Agent at that time. '

In 1874 I enlisted in the Indian war and went with

the I^UIS&B Mil i t ia to Fort S i l l to fight the Cheyennes,

J . P. V/hitaker was our captain and la ter J . R. Hus^rcve

was put in charge of our regiment. Lany thri l l in^ ex-

periences occurred during t h i s war.

In the suimuer of 1885 the Southern Cheyennes became

greatly dissat isf ied and thei-o was evidence that there

was danger cf a se:ious outbreak. The s e t t l e r s in

southwestern Kansas implored ths mil i tary author i t ies

of the Federal Government for protection. Soldiers were

moved into the Indian Territory and alon^ the northern

border as far as the rai lroad could transport them. I
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organlzed a company but the war clouds soon disappeared

and we did not figflt. i"he Cheyennes had also caused

trouble in 1878 but'\nothing serious came of this*

The Government furnished nuskets and carbines. The

best gun on tne plains was th3 Jharps needle w^ich carried

a 50 caliber ball and WLS used to hunt buffalo.

I have lived atuong the Gadios, ,<ichitas, lowas, Uissouis,

Fottawatomies, Choctavs, Pawnees, Chickasaws, Creeks, Sac

and iox, Cheyennes, osa^es, Cherokeas, Delawares, Seminoies,

Elckapoos, Arapahoes and Comahches. The Eaw Agency was

across the river from where 3laekwell is now. The town

of Blackwell v/as named for a white man, Blackwell, who

married a Cherokee and became an adopted ci.tizen of the

Cherokee "ation. He served a term in tha Pen for counter^-

feiting.

The Cheyenne Agency was at Darlington on the east

banks of the North Canadian P.iver near £1 Reno,

Reno was situated on a hill northwest of Darlington^
\

near the agency at il Reno. This was the headquarters

for the army regiments.

Fort Sill waS located in what is now Comahche
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County and was another mil i tary fo r t .

On account of my mil i tary record in the Indian

wars, Governor %ske l l appointed me aa Colonel of the *

'- mili tary staff . The l a t e Judge Yandeventer of Bart les-

v i l l e , who ..as f i r s t Representative of th is Dis t r i c t , used

his influence to obtain th i s appointment. Governor

tfalton also recognized this appointment•

3d Marks, United States Deputy Marshal, caused me

to make two t r i p s to court at Fort Smith, The Kelly

gang, a band of outlaws, stole five of my horses and we

had some ^rouble. I&rks arrested them and with sixteen

'or eighteen other prisoners started for Fort Smith.

He came by my place but I wasn't at hoi.ie. They stayed

for three days but the boys had le t me know ho was

there and I stayed hidden out. tfhen he lef t with his

prisoners he gave the boys a l e t t e r to deliver to me.

I t was a sumaons notifying me to appear at Fort Smith

as a witness. I had caught one of the outlaws on one

of my horses and coexdd him off with a six shooter,

One of the outlaws was wounded and died. 1 got a l l

of my horses back and I was not interested in Making
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any more t r i p s , to Fort»c3sai1;h 'so male i t up with' Powell

Clayton, United S t a t e s Prosecuting Attorney, to dismiss

the case . Kelly, leader of the gang, swore he would
4

kil l me on s£ght, but I never saw him. «.ll the comen

in the country were on the lookout for him but I donft

think he ever returned to this vicinity.

In April, 1889, the Unassigned Land, or better

known as Old Okiaho. a, *nas thrown open for settlement

and my father, brother-in-law and I joined the multitudes

to cast our lots with farmers, professional men, laborers,

gamblers, adventurers and sharpers. tV'e made the run with

a team and wagon, I wanted a clain located on Stillwater

Creek, so did four others, and after a quarrel I gave

up and let them have i t . Lo brother-in-law secured a

claim near Sheridan, in Kingfisher County.

I made the run infco the Cheyanne country April 19,

1892j but did npt get Anything in this race. I made the
*

run for experience.

One year later the Cherokee otrip was opened for

settlement and I took seventy-five head of horses from

the "Half Hw Ranch from Texas to the opening. I sold
' - ' • / .
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thein for $25.00 a head. Cne of these horses .von three

- claims. I knew the Strip country like a book and had

a location spotted for î y claim. I led a party of Texas

• 'cow punchers into the 3trip and they each got a claim.

At noon, opetember 16, 1693, the azcitenant f̂ cha
1

vast crowd was &t th-3 highest degree. I made tne run

on horseback, starting from easu o: Kunnswell. I was

more fortunate than before and g6t a claim in the western

part of -̂ ey County, the Northwest quarter of Section 30,

Township 87, "Range 1 flest. i'his ciaiia waa located on

Stink Water and Thompson Creeks. I secured my water

supply from a.dug well. Our principal food consisted

of beans, bacon, coffee and sour dough bread baked in

a Dutch oven.

The early day sta.̂ e line was along the Ohisholm

Trail from Texas, through tha '.ndian Territory to Kansas.

A stage line ran from fort Sill to ,/ichita. One day

they drove a four horse stage an,i the next day the mail

was delivered in a buckboard. There was a relay station

about evory twelve miles where they changed horses. The

trip was made from Yfichita to Caldwell in one day, then '

from Caldwell to Pond Creek the nert. There was a relay
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s t a t i o n at Pond Creek, i o i e Cat Cr^eak, Caidwell,

Wellington, . . i ch i ta , ^ed j e rk on -he Jiinarron Hiver,

Bull Foot, and idngf i sher . I received my 1..&1I Lt :ond

,Greek about every three *.-eeks, as thai v,as about as

often BS tr,e farmers .ent to t&«n.

uno day I had be ,n ~»~ t.,»n in -he s_ r. nc w£*gon

and when I arr ived &z t.,e* j a i t Fork crossin^ x\\e w, xer

was up and the buclrboard t h i t carr ied oha n ^ i l ;vas held

up at the cross ing . They were :.ot aUcwec. zo a r ive

into deep water witn the n a i l . The d r i v e r t i ed t n e

iriail sack to the sect of my s p r i n j wa;on to keep the

mail dry and follcwe,. me across in tne buci-cboard. The

w&ter vras ver tne body ->t tha bi.ckboard.

rhere was a f e r ry across 3 a l t , l o r k 1 liver near j/hi

i a g l e , south of • c.iCc- Cit;,-, t-.-t was ..sed te^.p

during f loods .

Tliere was a l&r~e fe.ri7 t. .£t crossed th-

^a^, I l l i n o i s xtivers a- ^ecbars r a i l s , at the Ilusko^ee-

3e quo yah County l i n e . r

four I n d i a n s . . . crossed on tiw f e . r y one day when the re

was a four horse stage with, twenty-seven passengers , a



69

HUMTSB, JOHN ..'. INTSHVLi/i. IE 7 fcl

-2? -

vragon and team a m four ..er. on the "boat, / n i s was a "y

heavy load and thera .ere three ruei. at euci. oa r . Tiie
i.

oars were IOIIF; poles v t.: . big; bi>urd ;.^iiea o.. ti*« _nd.

There was a si.&£ in the river and i t u<-s a_l th i ^-rs: en

c.uld do tc ^ole the ferr^ u> tc r.n sb ti.j 3^ .<„• I tl.ou^ht

i t would surely upset* Tne s;aoe diiver un..itched t/.a

lead horses and t i *L t.i^ l i r^s in case -̂. trouble so they

could s..!-:» o". t . rle was driving & roan a... a S O H M ,

^uantrexl and .reenbcc.:, both jo^d worses. I decided

to hold to thy &a;l of one ci' t..ese ;;^rses if ..-- a^set

f-r I .:now he ^vo-Id s.vi.. out. jhis \;as in lbSO.

There was a lora ove, Salt ork xdver, ^n thj

Si l l . ' rail , en?-half iui_ below zhe ;:..,..th -f I. .J r iver .

This -as on tn~ Ghisholm Jra i i and v/e crossed v.-it.i

the -.rail herds at ;his | l au - . I fo^id-d t.ie ^rka^sas

Hiver at Julsa in 18-C.

; y father nad u trading ^.ost at jeiunole in the

early days whê -o he sold iaerchandi-e to ur.e -ndians.

riiere were lots.cf vilu aninals in that section of ti.s

~fsrrit a1 y f r -. t—-f.̂  '••:, i",V; set t lod. Thei 3 wer • mountain

lions, a few bears, bob c . t s , grey wolves, oftjn called
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lobo «7 . .VJ- , deer, ar.-^lo^e a~d a fe., Ij^fi'alo.

The Kansas far. .ers hauled fr^i; . ; t to x^ort ..

ind on the re^.-rn tri_ tireir eu^ty w-a_,ons v êre : t i l ed

v/ith dry buffi, ic " r;-c vuicn v/ere s..i::;ed froir,. ..ichitc.

to the .iastern. i.~r'.:"jt u.ere they were r^ i^ into fer-

t i l i z e r . Iliey received ^lo.oC a load for these bones.

These bones " er a t ..eev; and £. gre^t deal ;f f e r i i -

i izer could bs r ^ d ^ i r c ; . one loa^. ,.e t ra-eled li^,ht

because the roads were r-ugh.

The Indians vvoal.. not fi^ht in tli3 «. inter v/h.-n

thsy couldn't get graso f . r thei r ,/^r . ou i - i . xhe

Cheyennes T/ere good fi^ht^rs and v/ouli i'i >i: in ".a.

Oien bat the Csa^es woro L sneailing tnh- ; . I have

se-n 500 Oaages in a r rcu\ with t..oir faces _j&inted

red and with red ;.xad a l l ever -hsi: 'cdi-33. uhen the

•v.'ild Indians \is?e on the warmth thsy only \\cre a 0-

I was a kid ny f.At-:ar avo :.e t. colt and I

sinea him for a op ?on'.r- ••'•;?^ ha \vfcs four ;ars

old I rode hiii during th.3 Indian .sar, »Ve had a sod

fort between 3h.oo.-Fly Creek and the Ghikas.ia River,
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as our'headquarters, tie petroled six iaiies of

the otate l ine to kee_i tho- Indians fr-;:.. invading ^u

homes. I was only fourteen but I had tc st^^d .j

with the rost of the boys. v,ne night l ive oth^r T/̂ ys

and I were sent to stand guard, ih- other toys cropped

off to s les^. I had learned i t was besx "Co stuy awuka

v/hen night riding on the ran^e and no; nap, so I did

not sleep. I knev. if the Indians made an atcacic they

would come from the Jouth so when I heard a noise from

the Horth I didn*t know what to think. I t came nearer

us and 1*11 admit I becsuns friJioened, and cabled the

other boys. »Vhile vhe noise dia not sound like savages

I was sat isf ied i t was Indians. «e waitaa ulth. our guns

ready to f i re a t the f i r s t sight of the enemy. ,ie d i s -

covered our-enemy to be a b i j iron gray raule that had

scsnted our horses. He gave a big bray every jump he

took and his :.oofs beat tha ground in the s t i l l ne s s of

the night, loud enough for a whole regiment of Indians,

When we_re po r t e d t o the coiqniandinft; p f f i ^ r tiVw-nnrt

morning and told our experiences of the night we ware

an embarrassed bunch.. The boys had slept part of the
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night and were a drovv&y lookin,, cre\*. I t is much

easier to keep a.vake and a ieiiow f«els bettor if

he does not sleep vaiile on duty.

I believe I a.:. t i . . oldest ^ivi.. . ccv.-'cy in u/:la-

hox.ia who rode the old ChishoL.: i r a i l . 1 began th i s

career in 1872, uhen I was twelve years ; Id, _..e l a te

Bil l Uartin of Blackwell drove the t r t . i l vvnen I did and

Frank Canton, who served as .adj-tcnt General under

Governor iiaskell, drove the- t r a i l in lS7o, one year

after I did. Frank was the fas tes t gunman I ever knew.

3. Dunn, an outlaw, sent iiim .,orfl: he was out to k i l l
/

him and they x.:et near Pawnee, Ganton was the fas tes t

on the draw and kil led Dunn.

I came to Bar t lesvi l l s in 1902 and roomed and

boarded with Joe Liitohell at tne ol.> ^dajus Hotel for

two years. I bought the property at 6tn and Jelaware

where I lived for f i f teen years. At the time I bought

th is place there was nothing east of Shawnee Avenue and

the only house north of Seventh Street was the .lilliam

Johnstone farm hone.

I was a stockholder and on the Board of Directors
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of the Bartlesville Petrified Brick Goiapany and in

1903 I was elected Secretary tad General Lanager of

the business. I sunk $1,650.00 in the old shale pit

on H2at Third Street, .'men I resigned to take a %

position with tL~ I&rnsda^l v.il Company, H. J. Holmes

took my place. I worked ior t..e isriiSd&il Company

for several years.

I served as Deputy Sheriff for three ter.-xs in

Washington County. I served under John D. Jordon,

0.1. Reed and *j.njy Henderson and was Special Deputy

under our present sheriff, Jim Masters, while I was

deputy under Henderson there wcs a race rioi? in Tulsa

snd we were afraid tnere would ba one here. Llr. ,

Honderson was out or town and Givens and i.-annin̂ , -two

trusty negroes, reported "&h» condition of the situation

in their district, every ^our to i.e. cur deputies helped

to transport thi refugees from Tulsa to the Kansas line,
*

J had also served as Deputy Sheriff in dunmei County,

Kansas, in my earlier life,.

Part of m, history has been written up in Charles

Foster's Oklahoma History. Mr. Foster established th
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f i rs t business college m Bartlesville.

I guess I am hard to k i l l for I have bjen shot

at :aany tiraes by the Indians and hava had many narrow

escapes. I w ŝ in the .-ainbow Cafe on Second Street

tbout tx.ree years a,,o, whe.. I v/-& s.nc~-;r: \v_th a

paralytic stroke, i'iiey .uou^ht _ wc>s de. ci an^ JJ; .I ror,

John LcCaj-list^r, oiie ^nderta.ar, ^nd I was zzxkeu to the

morgue. ;.lr, LcCallister discovered I VtC.s s t i l l bre.athing

and revived me and here I air:, although 1 ar.: crippled to

the extent that I can v/£lk only a suoft distance, I

am glad I lived to give this story for I have often

thought I would write an account of my life but here

been too busy. I believe the future generations ..ill

appreciate th.eir State more if they rjay read of the

early history of the country ^iven by the people who

witnessed the grovrt;h of our hom<s state 0X1AB.QI&.,


