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" Alene D. lcDowell ~

Investigator
November 23, 1937

Interview with Colonel John ¥W. Hunter
Bartlesville, Oklahoma

\

I was born May 18, 1859,‘in Hancock GCounty,

Illinois,

Ly father, Colonel Thomas‘Hunter, was born in
JLoudon County, Virginia, in 1823; diéd at Blackwell,{
Oklahoca; and is buried in Sumner County, Hsnsas. He
was of Scotch anc =nglish descent.' His father died &
few weeks prior to his birth and his mother died when
he was six years old. He made his home with a family
in Pemsylvania until he was fifteen, then came to Ohio
and settled at Cincinnati. He was on thé first fire
department in Cincinnati. He tried to enlist as a
prfvaté in the Civil Wer but was nét accepted on account
of his physical dondition, He was offered a commissicn
as Colonel by Presidént Lincoln but réfused this con=-
mission., He was 8lways known as Coronel Hunter,

My mother, Elizabeth McKee Huﬁter, was born in Brown
County, Chio, near Cincinnati, and is buried in Suﬁﬁer

County, Kansas. She was of Irish descent. She was

resred in the seme neighborhood with General Grant and
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knew him well.,

My parents married in Brown County, @kio, vhere
they lived for several years. In the winter of 1871
and '72 we ccme to Sumner County, Xansas, when I was
twelve &ears old. e made the trip from Haneock
County, Illinois, in a covered wa on car.van, with
four wagons, three horss teams, and two yoks cf oxen,

We came to wichit: and camped in a rendezvous for
campers. i.y father was looking for & location to es- ;
tablish a mercantils business and finally went to #4ell-
ington wheps he established a ganeral store in the latter
part of the winter,

»e hed no bridges and when we c¥ossed the arkansas’
River at the ford, where Douglas avenué is now located
at Wichi;n, one of the wagons was stuc. in the river
and all the teams were hooked to it to pull it out.
These wagons held our entire worldly pos:essions. We
finally drifted fifteen miles south to South Haveﬁ:
where my father took a claim of 160 acres. This cla imj
was in Sumner County, just three miles over the line,

The Santa Fe depot now stands on this land,
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Cur house was one room 12 feet square, built of
tottonwood with a boerd roof. .hen it rained we sat
up in the ged with an uwwbredla over us to kssp dry. The
sun had warped ihe cdttonwood and the‘cracks wers large
énoﬁga to throw & cat tiirough. .Jhe ne.> ye#r my father

.

built a four  room I'rame house,

*

ahen I was twelve r.y father geve ne & snovsjun and &
six shocter and I soon learned to shoct. I have sat

up all night withug rifle over my knees and cuarded the

- »”

hous§ againsg the Igdians. Ihe Usa_es were & wild, teeach~-
g

erous tribe and would sneak up on the house in the night
and we ﬁad to be on_guard day aﬁd night.

she z'irst tri_ M made to Celd.ell, aensas, was with
ny fatiier in 1872. Caldwell was inown as the greastest cow
town in southern Lansgg until the settlement of (klahoma
put ‘it out of reach of e trei. herds.

I can remsmber when cattle were snippéd irom sbilene
and .ewton but that was vefore my cowboy d: ys.

..y father hupted wild butfalo in kay County in 1873

end I saw a few of them on’ Deer Creek wimn I accompanisd

o ) )
f@ié won one of these trips, .ie always took six or eight
." -

e
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men with hiw on thesu'trlps on accouvat of the indians,
There would be two men to the wagon., sach wan would .
o

furnish e horss, usually one horse was & trained buffeale

horse used to shoot buffalc [ro., .y father always had

an understanding with each man th:t they .ake voth the

front and hind guarters of the buffalo, Tor so.: people

would teke - the hind quarters &nd leave tue front quarterss

ne buffalo was,“auleﬁ in euch vwagon. .e méda e frips

8 yesr &nto the +ndian Territory on these hunts, |
a few days after our‘arrival in hansas,ﬁf met Pete

Slaughter, a Texas cowman, Who was bringing a herd of

1200 head of Pexas lenghornms up the Chisholm [rail from

Texas to dichitsa, Kansas; e gave me job handling the

drag end of the herd at i22.50 per mcnth end wmy board.

46 met the herd near the Cimarron'ﬁiv;r. Yete's brother,

John, was one d:¢y behind our herd with anogher nerd of

12060 head. WNe camped twenty-five miles southweét of

Wichita for several weeks while awaiting shipment, The

railroed had jus: Eeen completed into .lchita that yeaf

and we had to wait our turn at the stockyards. There

were about six or eight "good cowboys in omr outfit.

-

- -
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Pete Slaughtdr was about thirty years old eand
had only been married a short time. Lis wife travelec
wifﬁ th2 herd in a euversd hueii and drove her favorite
pony, & littls r~rey bocexskin., .rs. Slemghter fevered
e end soreti.ds 1o m: riae zer pouy.

.y night horse, "Scagp .ticks™ weas an ¢id broken
down cow Lorse agbout tweniy ys=ars oid. e had been-
a good cow horse in ris day but nas get.ing t.¢ old to
run «nd I was worried about whut I would wo in case of
a gstampede., 1 decided thst I would run my horse to oﬁe
side and try to g-t beaind the herd. vne night I had
the chaice to try t .is method. 1 wes nigat ridin_ the -
- herd when ﬁy nose started bleeding. .hen Lhc catile
smael .ed the blood they became restless and b:fore I
¥new what was tac.ng p.ace tuey were on & s.a..ede,
"Soap sticks" cerried me out of dasger for he daid EUSE..
vhat I hed in mind., .fter Luils aapvened hrs. Slaughter fﬁ
ovjected to ., uisht ridinh~and ,oLc rete I was too
young so 1 didn't stand guard any ..ore.

lrs. Slaughter's cousin, Bill Cheek, was tue .

:00ks lie drove two yoke of oxen to Tu.e chuck wegon.
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He was & zoou friend ci mine and uad a chence to preove
it one-d .y. [hsre w.s a youn  Co. h.ownl in vie crew,
about twenty-uwl Lears old, e Lad an cverbewrili..
dispositicn a.d because I wis & it wo 12137 o tully
. e only sheuC WE a4 wa. 2.8 Ta. Cu L W& _C..
LEn Thw LOls Cae.s into co.p for -« few ndnu.es

ant L Lsl Tl S

they wou.d cra 1 .ndsr 1.2 A_.ns e oy s ndsr
the wegon wiva .3 coos wren thic ferlo. rods wup, .
threw 18 Drille relans over Lis norss'sg heed ang joined
us. Jhen h- s ready ¢ leave ac orde.ec m2 o et
his horss that Z.z wandered « short distence & ty. I
crawled fro.. under the wagon where he couldn't reach

me and told him to get his horse hiumself, that I was
not waiting on him. In those days we settled arguments
with gix éuns -nd when ne started for wme the cook came
around the .mgcn with tis shooting iron dra.n, and told
ﬂim to "lay off", about the sa..e ting sebs Slaugchter
rode up @nd ;ullsd his gun and to.d tae fellow to get
2 .

back to the herd where .c belong.d. .row that tiwe on

h- .~ .08t un_ojular cowboy in the crzw,

-

4%
:3
fo
w
ct
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alter tuis drive 1 returnsd vo iy father's farm at
-

South Heven where I stayed for & whiis., I then wend %o
work on & sme.l rauci over ..z line in L. Indiun Ter.i-
tor,, Cn uhu Shixesllle alver. ..y boss ¥e.. L& Loru Tov

. . + . . o , - W Y e L N
eo o ren thon to Lri. o ees oMz b oo v Lo wWficlc:es Lnd

o petedsy

R
EEE - A e ve o ~
SITo0 Tae Ll SLLG &8

[¢4]

0. dor & s.odier, w.c Lel de
towveling throu_nn on2 country,xilléd ..e buffalo. Jhe
boss was in & terridble rege WL@L‘hr “lscovered wiwui ied
naprene:. He lalt me alone and went after the wuffalo .
¥iller. He was _one t.. or three days ant wheéen uze raturined
{

L eskzad niw if . o .illed toe mas &nd Jhe vgly nswer he
gave ¢ wes, "d2 won't kill an, ove buffalo.m

.There were trading rosts along ine Chisholi rreil

at tne stege stetions in about 1875 to *accormodeie thu

cattlemen alon: the tra:l, Six or eigit herds would pass

, —
in on: duy. The catile had to huve water every day amg————

a nerd was seldon driven axrter July., 12 water uaoles

—

wers usually dry by thet time and until the Tell rains

ceme it wes noi sefe to drive cauvtye. an orainary trail

herd numbered about 1,000 head. .e watered the catile

. , T —
between 12 and 2p'clock., It took about two hours to ge.
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them all watered., ihen the cattle were swimaing they
would mill around in the water in & huddle and nothing
but their heads could be ssen. oometimes 100 heeds
couid be seen.
The courts had no jurisdiction in the Inuien
Territory when | first ca.s here but later the Ter-
ritory wes put under the arksnsas Jurisdiction and court
wes held at Fort Scitu, vnited States denuty wmarshals
were then stationed in the Indian Te.ritory and tae
prisoners wer: transferred to Fort Smith by these marshals,
7im #. Henilton owned end opereted the Gpen A Ranch
located about forty miles southwest .f Hunnewsell, Kanssas,

o

on she Chikaskia Ziver. This ranch ves later moved to

Y

Pond Creek, in-Grant County, at the mouth of salt Fork
River., TIhe Open 4 yrand w&slca end they shipped about
10,000 head a ysar., Jim Hamilton.was st one tire Treasursr
of nansas and later was agent for e Sanba Fe systen.

~-_I vorked for the Cpen & and the Kumning & renches for

~——

~
-

twenty4fiﬁe\ngrs. "~;”#__~*a,_,,,,.-;——~

—

#dhen I was sixteen I was considered a top hand and .

rode the south lins. I[he best men rode this line and

-
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-

that was wy beat for so.e time. «nen I was sevcenteen
I rode, roped and brosc broncnos witi suu best of them.
John Paul Kratky, & German vwho bought and bred
Spanish horses, offered .e a job taking 100 head of wild
bronchos te‘uinnesota, but I dic not uccépt the (ffer
at thut time. [r. Kratky head made t.c .0ld rush to Cal-
ifornié in 1849, settled there on a rench eanc leerned
the horse business., [y chuw. hearé of the offer I had
been made and wanted to Lo, so we finally hired to.:x.
Xratky end in .ay, 1876, we toouk the bronchos frou
Kansas, wcross the corner of .ebraska, tarough vo Iowae
to kinnesota. By the time we reached our dsstination
te hofses were broke ready Ior use.. s sold part of
them along the way, the pick of the herd for 100 each.'
In the fall after 1 returnsed from iinmesota, Jim
Hamilton of the Open’A Ranch came to my father's house
in Kansas and wanﬁgd mé-to drive 500 head or steers .
~#,,4»tc~c§I€§€11, $a£§a§, and .ut them in th: feed pen there.
I asked hin for a wesks res. as I wes tired from the long

trip from linnesota. His cat.le were dying £ro. Spanish

. fTever when I arrived ‘at the ranch, - I had heard that coal

o1

o
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0il would cure this fever so I wen. to Calidwell and
bought two ten rallon cens of o1l and we tried this
reriedy, drenciiin_ them with a pint of oil, I don'y
know if this helyped .r not'but we 4iG notv lose any
more cattle. Jim's brotuer, Fr-nx, «nd I were about
the sc.2 e and o2 ws .. nel. .e wich ths herd, so
Je started $o tie state line sit. t..e..., <he cattle
were restless and hard tc handle, C(ne nignt they be-
vame frigataned and sv-mpededa, I have helped with
larger stampedes bubt Wwas never on one that wus as hard
to handle, for we rode for six dcys «n: nights before
we rounded un what was left of our herd. w3 lost &bout
nal: of them and our horses were worn ou.. RXrank had
» .

seenty of nerve but did no. neve tue constitution to with~
stend the strain an: uied *Le next week. I lost one of
the beéc pals on the range. .

- The Running @ Rench wes located thirty miles due
south of Caidwell and rér y miles southwes: of :unnewell.
It was owneé end o, erated by Billy liclawly. Their brand

Wasw and they shipped about’ 15,000 heed & year. ahen

I was seventeen I was herd boss for this ranci, and was
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round-up boss, viue most responsible position on the
fonch, when I was ningteen. I was made rauch bose &t
the g;e c¢f twenty-one. In the winier wonths I rode
line with the other boys.

In 13885 1 was made rsrch boss for the*faint Horn
Rench. This wes a small rcnch and we only shipred about
2500 tu 3000 head. They shipped from Hunnewell and
Caldﬁell. Their brand wes é deb -f red peint on the
cattle's horns. &his brand wss hard to <eep on for the
cattle rubbed it off,

a branch of the Sente Fe Reilroad was built to
Hunnewsll from .Jichite in 1880 and I helped to jpen the
first ca¥tle shipped frou Hunnewell. Captain Ikard, a
Texss cow.an, ..s driving a trail herd from Texas ana he
arrived at :runnewell ani‘learned there were twenty-ons
cars to be there the next day. «e decided to make the
krst snipment from Hunnewell. His catile were stationed
on 3amd Creek but he 4id not kmow the location of Sand
Cresk., He was very excited and was anxious to locate
his catile. Upon inqairy he learned théfe i8re’ two

‘ Band Creeks along the trail which complicated matters

~
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*for him. He did not kno. the country and s at a
_cumplets loss. <4ndy -Robinson, a peusLder at Hunnewsll,
informed him he knew a kid who could tell him vwhere Sand

-

Creek was located. He came for me an: 1 explained to hin
that one oand Creek was on the west side .f the trailﬂand
one on the east side, (ne ran into Crooked Creek and the
othe. into Wilc Horse Creek. e said if I could Tind the
place at night he would nire a rig and we would try to
locate ths herd. about four o'clock tihe next morning we
located th m for.y miles south of Hunnewell. He gave
orders to put them on the road and crowd them, to drive
all night if negessary, The cow nands were ordered to
take their slickers and "slicker" them but the trail

boss #aid that was uselesgss for they could not make it
in*one dey.  * W& herdad that night and drove the next
day, herded th=2 naxt night and drove thei. into the pen

e, Hunne .ell the nex. day. The two days hasd drive

had taken off =all the fat that nad been put cn the cat.le
on the entire drive from lexas. )

The Bar X Bar Ranch was located ip the northeast

corner of the Creek Nation, in the forks of the arkansas

«

o
=

e,

o4
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and Cimarfon Rivers, south of vhere Cleveland is now.

;
Their brand,wes ~X~. This was one of the largest cattle
companies in the couuntry. I waé shipjin. super;ntendent
for them one season, <There was an outlaw cave aboutb
ten or twe.«ve miles from this ranch, about one hundred

yards over in the Creek nation here dggoon Creek ran

into Horse Creek,

\\ Cne night while we were cz..ped witu a hérd owned
—by Captein Stone, about 200 Usages rode up yelling,end
sé@mpeded oir cubttle, In trying to mill the eattle,
Stone got in front of th: herd and to save nis life,
he jumped the horse off the bank., +ihe cattle followed

sl g

him over the bank. He was seriously wounded™fut spr-
; .

- ! . .
vived. +ash Thompson, & cow hand, was also wounded in
this stampedz. .2 lost abo.t thirty hsad of castle.

When I worked on the "Open A" «nd"Running W¥" reanches
{ the Osages would com2 to the rench raising "Hurrah" and

/

tho cowjunchers would fight them, b.t we. never had any

casualties. .e never knew who xilled -the Irdians that

were Tound efter & battle. [he agent sent men to the *

haig o

rench to investigite and we showed hin’ the dead Indians

-~
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but, of course, didn't Mmow anything exce.t th-u they
< - -

were dead., af'ter an investigition one izn said," I

don't bla.e you, i I lived in this country I'd kill

then, too.”

0y

sike I rode for .he "Open a' outiit I .orked
with the notorious ouglaw, 511l Joolin and never xnew
& more likable fellow., In my early cay lif: in this
%1ld count.y I met anc xnew r.iany outlaws «.d woil say

hers, while they were men .o be feared w.en anzered,
’ Y :

.

they were ren vho lived by & strict code of .heir own

and .some of them kind mem a: haart; however, soue were

desperate killé,s. 'In s;ite of their many excapades
\.},ag -l‘_:!"‘»w":‘ . .
s

;’—w\ <’§‘>A\ * Jv‘ Y .
SR nany of these man.dieQ‘nayural deaths. 7Till Linccln,
"%ggotnrlcus nillgy, ﬁOfneu on the nunninﬂ . when I did,

Ee éged fre: tuberculosis.
Linn Saiy..en, & despgrate kil.er, was & gcod Triend
of mine and & few deys before he wes iilled se were sitting
" k-4
around tho camp one ec.eniu, a;ter u;:er and he hended
re & beaded hatband his Iadien sweetheart had made for

him, Jie told nme to keep it for he wouid get Lwa.ped off

so.:e day and he would like for ne to nave it. He left
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the rench and a:'f®% ceys laier we heard of nfs aeath.
I have ‘this hatband.,

I knew Bill Brooks, zn outlaw, /ho wus nenged at
feliington; Joe Kellis, Bob Ross, Narrow Gage :fid and
Billy Reder, Hader wes with thc Doolin fulg <na was
captured and die~ in the'ren', He .os bedly shot .y
in & gun fight on ..ission Creek once but survived and
was later captured,.

I have seen many men killed at Hunnewell, I was
#atching & cun fight on the streets of Hunnewill on: day,
where I received the closest call I eve; had. =« bullet
went fhrough & mesn, kiliing him, whizz<d between wy amm
and body end I nearly died from fright.

dhen I rode for tane (pen 4, on#evening alout five
otclock I saw & sgbke in the distanée and, with Jim Hunt,
went to ipvestigate. -~ rode gbout five miles ani dis=-
covered & fire that hed beeg left by a bone dicker. e
had té fight fire all night tc save our range.

Once I was visiting my parents in Sumner County,

Kensas, and one of the neighbors had & Texas cowhorse

that had become zn outlaw when he was a colt, after hs
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was stolen’by tLe Coumunchz Indiuns. <he o.aer ..s
afreid of him and he: run him on a picxet ri,.e il
swrer. I 88w ne ws u peod musvany and wgntad hiri,

I traded & thre: yeur o1l I wis drivin, for ithe outlaw,
j.y older brotier wi.s wilL no an: . Telt pretu sale

witl. his hslyp. Je were driving his horoé it tue three
yeusI 0ld TO & wiil.. & DREBG & Negro no.se .r'e..er on
the munning a rancil amd I had learnsd na.y .ci-ters frcu
pim. 48 Ten the wa on ud to the sid: of "Rettler" and
hitchdd him in with the other hors:. we dro.e hiu hard
ali the Wa;lhome. He was soft from standin_ idle all
sw.zier end uhfia i: was tired fro.. the herw drive o s,
I seddled him and after = hard fouéht buttle hz w.s
conguered, He was a fine cox. horse and he and I saw
many hard trizs tos2tizr. I ws running him aftsr cattle
one night, jumped him over a bank anc hurt his bucks I
thought he wes done for but after & long rést and plenty
of cars he recovered., I loaned him to a friend one

day and Rattlexr mew the'fellow was «freid of him, ihen
he led him mp to the snubbing .ost, Rattler resred up,

fell back and broke his neck and I lost one of the best

o8
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little mustangs in tiw Indian Territor,., I have ridden

nim mary tiwes twenty-four hours a4 4 y vhen trouble
0CCUTT2d 8t vLe TEnci.

dnile I worieo lor .o s&int Hoorn fduncn g hed
the worst sterm I ever o ivhw==8:Q. It luoted six duyse

\

It took &ll hawds tc holc ti2 cat 1= ard we wers all
worn out. +he Zilst clesr nl Bt s sure .elco.e ané
I thought one man could ride night hera «ll alon=., .o
all retired early and xnew nothing until orui.g. a
storu ga%)come up in tne night and the cat.le wers r:st-
less frois the lonr strain aud .ere rsu.y -¢r excite.ent.
The night rider wes afrcid to lewvs tien o coix for
help so ﬁe held t... herd ali night alone. .he stomm

e A - -~ .- A N en as - P
nN&g Ccom2 Ul sC rast e qid nolttuuve L. oo cone 1or

ohen I was rou;i-u; boss for tue aunnin. «,Charlie
Kirg &nd Sam Stanley, negrces, were tle .orse brsaxers
and they vere th= bedt, Charlie was iy "nig er" .nd went
with 12 to she round-up. .ie wWas born & slave snl xnew
i

X . J
his plece emon:- the white .en. lie al.sys made my raw-

hide ropes for me., Sam was m.ch different for hc was
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overbearinggand hed to be put in his place. .ie often
eaked me to taue hi.: to the r.ound-ur bui 1V ras w custom
of «il raaches never ©to V7i. UT.0 1L £Y0zs in o.c¢ outi:rt,
Charlte lived in the Chickassa. .&tion and woried cn ous
ranch in the sum.er. ... Tall vwhszn Le returnsd .cre

he found aggggfr ne -ro ia was cunin Live wis slic slmich
resulted in o shoctin serc.:. .dng ws xille. and ve

14
lost thz best Lorse " rouaor on the ranss

I had trouble wiih & lexican Ol th2 rain. 1.Or. .@nca..
e was cooking fol the outfit and ona day . went to she
cauck wegen to hurry dinner. & .is cooking beans wnd I
lifted the pot 1lid, whicl was an insult {. ti.e cook, but
I wes in @ hurry an. did not thinz until I sawv uim go
for ai. swincnester 1;in on . Lo ucu. i, . e wes
usual%y armned bt had laid is . on on the bog, to wy ad-
vante. e, Jor it g ove e time Yo bect Li.. Lo the dr.w,
-hen I said, "otop) he did.

Ivery rench had & roac: horse and rany dollars wore
lost on the horse rucas., «e always bet on our horse but
scmetimes it didn't win. I had a little Indien pony

that had never been beutern., vne of the beys raced her

P £
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e last herd I drove s =ou

1 wus nct tlere

fFork River and Lot 3tz in che 7.4 L=zu o3
Unecls Jim Liocre o3 the fore.en o tiis
The Cuisholi. Ifreil, sls.e xnoan ss tlhe
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and taz atilens Trail, oos o
man pleces 2ll <race o the truil 4

uL, but in other plcoess 1t s werm

GE\.LG I”'v ll L )

dff%e.

#Cl.lscwan

ve erssed. The reilwey lines .nl Lard suricced i a-

ways now parsllel wn.l occasionally ¢
This tr.il run trom t..e .hed River in
the .od.an Territor:; t¢ tie shippin,

The 8ill Prail bronched off fr.oo tu2

ut Hackbury, n:ar ilennsssay, o oiowa, wiuo

»ing point,

I
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Je.as,
points
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Ths to.n ol Her.es.ey vwas ..aed in hon r .. sat
Hennse :y, wdo’was Sillad by Ll Caeysine Indiens auring
th2 Chsyeune lndian .ar in 18?4. ng and seven othor ..en
were Ireightin. for toe | OV:IWLent Wich JLsy were zvsued
by the Cheysmnes., ue freighi:rs, .i%h .. - exc:r%ion
of “2anessey, urwitcnsd i best Lore. I NLaw ..on

-

) - ~ ASNN -3 -~ - y
trisd to na:is thelr oscene Subl 8RTXe 3C.nL overtaxken

£

&
by tu2 .ndimns wnd murderzs, ey were b.riec near the

treil and their . reves are ail uitnig & readius .1 saven

cr eignt mil.s, Henuessey did nc. run but tried to _ro=-
Ject his proye ty. The Indians rushed hin, 3izd ﬁi; 10

the wagon wheel and burned him. I have put rocks on

nis srave wany times “;ien I passed.

‘he Csages were tne i.ostv treachercus vribe arnd,
like many other tribes, would ride miles for a scalp.
fen I was about Iifteen,inhrse other boys, iiasonic Jym,
*Curly" Curry, Red Bill, and I orgznized a bend to fight
the (seges who cae over the “ansss line looking for

<

trouble., we were known as "Iunter's Hell lounds™ snd

our ages ranged from fifteen to seventeen. I was known

as "Little Colonel™. We wer. always ready for a scrap

62



. 63
HUMTER, JOHN W, INTERVIZi, 12721 ,

-21-

with the Indians. hen an Osage died e mourning party
was sent out after scalps, for a scalp was buried with
the dead. e made mighty sure it wasn't ours.

' ‘The government brought part of the sickapoos from
Kenses and settled them on & reservavion on 2itter Creek,
in what is now Lincoln, Cklah...a, end -otta atomie Counties,
The old bucks, s ue's 2.d [B700s2s wers bro.ght to the
Indian Territory and the warriors were taxen 7to Florida.
Williams was the ;ickapoo Indien Agent at that time, ’

In 1874 I enlisted in the Indian wel &nd went with
the sansds ilitia to Fort Sill to fight the Cheyenneé.
J. P Whitaker was our cuptain and later J. R. ILusgreve
Waé‘put in cherge of our regiment. Lany thrillin, ex-
periences occurred during this war,

In the sumuer of 1885 the Southern Cheyennes became
greatly dissatisfied znd there was evidence that there
was danger <f a se:ious outbeesk., The ssttlers in |
southwestern Kansas implored th: military authorities
of the Federal Government for prqtection. Soldiers were
moved into‘the Indjan Territory and aiong the northern

border as far as the railroad could transport them., I

M -
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organized a company but the war clouds soon/disappearéd
and we did not figlt. Lthe Cheyennes had also cau;ed
trouble in 1878 but\nothing serious came of this.

The Government furnished muskets and carbines., The
best gun on tne plains vas the sharps neecle w.ich carried
a 50 caliber ball en? wes used to nunt buffalo.

I nave lived awong the Cadios, «ichitas, Iowss, lilssouds,
Fottawatomies, Choctaus, Pawnees,'Chickasa‘ws, Creeks, Sac
and sfox, Cheyennes, Usases, Cherokees, Delawares, 3Seminoles,
rickapoos, arapahoes and Comahches., The Kaw Agency was
across the river from where Blaeckwell 1is now. The town
of Black%ell was named for a white man, Blackwell, who
married s Cherokee and becume an adopted citizen of the

re

Cherokee “ation. He served & term in the'Fen for countere
feiting.
The Cheyenne agency was at Darlingbton on the east
banks of the Horth Canadian iiver nesr &1 Reno. #ory
Reno was sifugted on a hill northwest of Darlington,
\

near the agency at 4l Reno., This was the headquarters

for the army regiments.

Fort Sill was located in what is now Comahche
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, 'County end was another military fort.

I'd
~

On aecount of my military record in the Indien

wars, Go§ernor Hagkell appointed me as Colonel of the °
mir?g&ry starf, The late Judge Vandeventer of Bartles-

’ v1lle, who was first lepresentetive of this Distriet, used
nis influence to obtain this appointment. Governor
Halton also recognized this appointment,

Fiol Marks,~United States Deputy Marshal, caused me
to make two trips to court at Fort Smith, The Kelly
geng, a band of outlaws, stole five of my horses and we
had some jrouble. larks arrested them and with sixteen
‘or eighteen other prisoners sterbed for Fort Smith.

He came by my place but I wasn't at houe, Taey stayed
for thres d;ys but ths boys had let me know he was
there and 1 stayed‘hidden out. #hen he left with his
)
prisoners he gave the boys a letter to deliver to me,
it wes & summons notifying me to appear at Fort Smith
4s & witness. I hed caught one of the outlaws on one
of my horses and coeaxed hﬁmloffkwiﬁh a six shooter.'

Cne of the outiaws was wounded and died. I got all

of my horses back and I was not interested in keking

T T
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any more ?ripq to Fozf;ﬁmi;b'so meie it up with rowell
Clayton, United States Frosecuting attormey, to dismiss
the case. Kelly, leader of the ganz, swore he would
kill me on sight, but I neve; s&w him, «ll the cowmen
in the country were on the lookout for him but I don't
think he ever returmed o this vicinity.

In April, 1889, the Unassigned Land, or bstier

known as (ld Oklaho. a, #@s thrown open for settlement

" 66

and my father, brother-in-law and I joined the miltitudes

%o cast our lots with farmers, professional men, laborers,

gamblers, adventmrers and sharpers. e made the run with

¥

a team and wagon. I wanted s cleim located on Stillwater

Cregk, so did four others, =znd after a quarrel I gave

k4

up and let them have it. Ly brother-in-law secured a

claim near Sheridan, in Kingfisher County.

Yo

I mads the run iq;o the hheynnne country april 19,

1892, tut did net get Anything in this reee. I made the

€

run for experience,

-

One year later the Cherokee strip was opened for

settlement and I took seventy-five head of horses from

.

the "Half H" Ranch from Texas to the opening. I sold

- /
/ C
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them for $25.0C0 a head. <{ne of‘these horses 7on three
- cleims. I knew the Strip country lixe a book and had

a location spdated for my cluim., I led a perty of Texes

L.

“cow punchers into the 3trip and they each got & claim,

A%t poon, Spetember 16, 1593, the'axciﬁement I ths
vast crowd was at the highest degree. I made tne run
on horseback, starting frcm east o: Hunnewella I wes
more fortunete than before apd gdt & claim irn the western
pért of ~ey County, the Northwest quarter of 3ection 30,
Township 27, ‘Range 1 dest. +his claim was located on
Stink Water and Thompson Creeks. I secured ni,; water
supply from a.dug well. Our princijal food consisted
of beans, bacon, coffee and sour dough bread baked in
a butch oven.

The eariy day stase line was along the chisholm
Trail from Texas, through the ‘ndian [erritory io Kensas.
A stage line ran from Fort Sill %o Jichita. COne day
-they drove a four horse stage andi the next day the mail

¢
was delivered in & buckboard. There was a rclay station

about evefy twelve miles‘where they changed horses., The
trip was made from #ichita to Caldwell in one day, then

from Caldwell to Pond Creek t%;:next. There was & relay
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station et Fond Creek, :ole Cat Cfeck, Caldwell,
+ellington, .ichite, +ed sirk on the Cimarron Hiver,

¥, K -
Bull Foot, and uingfishaf, I received my &1l ot :ond
,Cresk about every tures veeks, ¢s thatv was &bout as
often us trne farmers .eat il Toull,

vne dey I hed be.n v. t..n in tle s r.ong wWegon
and when I errivzd &t t.€ s&it Fork crossing tag W.ver
wes ur end the tuciiboaerd thet carried the moil wes held
up at fhe crossing. They were ot @Xlcwsa to drive
n%o dsey water wity the mail., rhe driver tieq tne
reil sscxk to the sect of mwy syrin: we on to xeep the

+

mgil dry anc Tollcwe. me across in tnes bucxboard. The
X
water vas ver tae bodrr oL the b.cxboard,

here was & ferr, acrcss 3alt [orx univer pear dhite
~ .
N Cial . .
sagle, souts of Icl.uce City, t...t was .sed¢ te.i.rarily

»
-

Juring Iloods. o
- - »
There was & lery;e fe.ry t.ot crossed tn wrkenséd”

a&. Illincis HAivers a. .gctbirs ralls, at the [luskogee-

————————
——
 —

———

Sequoyah cpunty line. This beet

-~ —
—
. - —
————

four Indians.. . crossed on ti: fe:ry one day when there

was & four norse stage witn twenty-seven jessen ers, &
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wagon &nd team and four en on .2 boat., Jris wus a
S A

L

Leavy load and th2re .ere three nei ai euwci oar. Jue
>

cars were long poles 7 t.. . big Lowrd noiles oo thno .nde

There wes a s.ag in the rivVver and it wes &a.l th: ..rs 2n
¢ uld do tc rpoie the ferr, ujp TC miss tL: 3. .. o+ tlouzhz

it would surely wpset. UIhe s:a e dsiver un.itcned t.e

leed horses encd ti= T.ul linss in €use o. trouble so they
could s..n o t. :le wes driving & ro8a @ .. & SOrs.t,
Quaptrerl end .reenhec., both _ood .orses. I asciied

to hold to thw tail of one of i.ese norses il .o u, set

f.r I snew he wo.x8 sxi.. out.e .iils vas in 130,

3y

Taere wes s oiora uve. 3ult orx uwiver, .n tho
3111 ‘reil, cuz-_lall mi. below the oot T .o river.
This .as on tn. Jhisncim .Jrail and we crossed wiwa

-

the .rail herds at .his j;iacv.. I Tordzd t..e arxé..sas
%

River at Julse in 18.¢C,

’

©y father aad « trading ,ost ot sewinole in the

eurly ders waewe hiz sold werchondioe o .02 -ndiuns.

3 pe

fhere were lovs. ol wila aninels in *hat sccticn of .3

erritesr—fr3t s U inly seftlod.,  The:: wer - nmountuin

A

lions, u few bears, bob c.ts, grey woives, oftcn called
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The wensas fur.ers haul
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¢ a.i a fe. Luiflalo,
ed fr=i-.% to Fford il
1Y
tri_  thweir en,ty wa_ons were :illed

nsl waicn were soiyoed from ooiclite

halidch inte fer=-

w.€re thigy were maiw

rece’ ved ¢le.LC & load four these bines,

v. end & gre.t deal & fertii-

W& tre.eleg light

2 TO&GS Were riugil.
. Tie Indians woul. 0V Iiznv inm thz oiider wer
thzy couldn't get gras., £.r tuzlr J.r _Sai-se L€
)
Cheyennes were good rijhters and woull ri-as in sao
o0,en tat the Usages Wers « siealing TIilos. 1 have
se.rn BCGU (Osages in a greul witii v..err fuess _&ainted
red end wit: red imd ell cver thei: 'odics. Wik the
w:1d Indisns were on tus weri&th .2 only were & G-
string.
alien I was & kid ny futoer eve te o« colt end 1
—Lreined i for & ¢o. pous. ..uSn 8 VES ﬂéur 9:ars
’ old I rode hin Quring thz Indian .ar., §e had a sod

\

rort baliween Shoo~Fly

Creek s:d the chikas.is
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used as our headquarters. e jpetrcled six niles of

the state line to kee; thi: Indians froi. inveding our
hores, I was only fourtecn ﬁun I hed to stu.d _uard
with the rest of the Loys. wvne night 1ive othsr)fuys
and I were sent to stund guard. <hs other toys wropped
off to slezy. I had learned il was best o stu, ewuke
when night ridins eon the rznre and rov nap, sc I did

not sleep. I knew if the ;ndians made aun attacxk they
would come f;om the Jouth so whern I heard & noise from
the Worth I didn't xnow what to think., It came nearer '
us and I®1l sdmit I became fri-hiened, and caliled the
other boys. while the noise dii not sound like savages
I was satisfied it was Indians. we waits& with our guns
ready to fire atv the first sight of the enemy. .se dis-
covered our -enemy to be a bi- iron gray nule tnat had
scented cur horses. (@ g&ve & big bray every jump he
took and his noofs beat ths ground in the stillness of

the night, loud snough for & whole regiment of Indians,

When we reported vo the ;

morning and told our experiences of the night we wers

an embarrassed bunch.. The boys had slept part of the
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night and were a drowsy loukin , crew. It is mmch
easier to keep aveke and a iellow Isels betyver if
he does not sleer vwhile on cdut..

I belisve I au ti.. oldesy .ivi. cowioy in vxla-
ho..&a wno rode the oild Chisnol.. [rail. 1 begen this
career in 1872, wvhen I was twelve ysars (id., ...& late
Bill lartin of Bleckwell drove ths triil wuen I did and
Frank Canton, who served as usdj.tent General under
Governor nhaskell, drove thc trail in 1875, cne year
after I did. PFrank was the fastest gunmen I ever knew,
3. Dunn, an outlaw, sent nim .or& Le was out to kill

/
him and they ..et neer Pawnee, Canton wes the fastest
on the draw and killed Dunn,

I came to Bertlesville i; 1902 and roomed and
boarded with Joe ilitchell at tne ol. ..demns Hotel for
two years. 1 bought the prorerty at 6ts and velawsre

where I 1lived for fifteen jyears. at the time I bought

this rlace there wuss nothing east of Shawnee avenue and

72

—— — J— et

the only house north of Seventh Street was the .illiam

Johnstone fann houe.
I was a stockholder and on ta= 5Soard of Directors

oo
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of the Bartlesville Petrified Brick Compsuy and in
190¢ I was elected Secretary «nd Genera. l.anager cf
the business, I sunk $1,650.00 1in the old shale pit
on #2gt Third Street. Jahen I resigued to taxe a
position with th. Zernsda.l il Company, H. J. Holmes
took my rlace. I worked ior t..2 scrusdail Comgpeny

Tor several years,

I sertted as Deputy sSherifl for three ter..s in
dashington County. I served under John L. Jordon,
s. F. Reed and sniy Hendersorn and was Special Deputy
under our preéent sheriff, Jinm Lasters. uhile I was
deputy under Henderson there wes a race riob in Pulsa
¢nd we were afraid itnere would be one hers. ix. ,
Honderson wes out o town and Givens and sanning, ‘two

trusty negroes, reported thas conditiou of tue situation

in their district, every ..our to re, Lur deputies helped

‘to transport th: regugees from Tulsa to the Kansas line,

a

+ 1 hed also served as Depuvy Sheriff in Suune: County,

Kansas, in my sarlier life,
Part of m, history has been written up in Charles

Foster's Okleho..a History. Mr. Foster established th
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first businéss college 1n Bartlesville,
I guess I am hard %o xill for I have boen sunot
at many times by the Indians and havs iad meny Narrow
escapss., I wes ia the -~ainbow Calfe on Second 3treet
tbout tires years &, 0, wLe. L W.s 3.I1C.:l w.ti &
reraiytic strokg. fney Loought - wes de

John i.cCa.list:r, vie .nderva.sr, and I wes taken 10

|9y
1Y}
)
§
&
{
»
Lo
o
=
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morgue. ., ncCellister discovered L wis still breething

and revived me end here I am, aithough 1 au criypled to

the extent thet I can welk only a saort distaunce., I
)

-,

or I have >{ten

am glad I lived t& cive this sioxy
thought I woulZl write an account of my life but heve
been too busy. I believe th=2 future generstions .ill
appreciaste their State more il they rayr reed of the
early his tory of the country siven by the Leople who

witnessed the growth of our home state CrLAHUOLA,



