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" Citizens .by 'termarriage.

As early as 1819 the C{erokse ..atlone)l Council, in
session at New Echota, C/herokee liation, in Georgia, I;asaed
a resolt.tion to the effect that any white men who should
thercaftar marry a Cherokee woman should be raquired to be
narried legally by @ minister of the Gospel, or if not -
marrie{ ’oy a minister by some other legally suthorized

“\ \L\

person. The person desiring to mayrry vwes alse required

Ty

to procure a license from the Nationsl Clerke.

There had been marriages 1oiug before 1819 between

Chepokees and whites, but that was befare the keeping of
tten recards was begun. The resolution of November 12,
1819, was approved ‘py Joh:. Ross who was then Fresident of
the !ational ComitWa Jjor R;dge, Spesker
of the Council-\ end by Pathkiller, Principal Chief; end

by Charles Re Hicks sssistent Irincipsl Chief.

Territory, at Tahlequah wma; was the capital, a law
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concerning intermarriege was passed on the 28th day Af
September, 1839. This law authorized clerks of courts,

judges, and ministers of the Gespel to perform merriage

ceremonies. The clerks were required to register all

g - -
marriage licenses. ) l
Four yéara later, or in 1843, the law of 1839 was

repesled,that is in the maiter of the clerks of e&mz\g
issuing licenses. frovision was made that apﬁlication\
skould be made to the Nétlion'al‘(!ouncil, the clerk of
which@;es 'authorized. and dfrected to issue marriage
licenses. :

4 mmber of yesrs later, in 1875, the law provided
.that each applicant for a ma:'riagé license should make
cath on application thet he bed no living wife from - .
whom he hed not been daivorced. - The same lew applie to
white women in s0 far as baving a living Iil:xaiaanﬂ was
concerned, &nd ‘1’1',‘!388 also roquired t.hat- applicants pie—i
sent & written certiffcate of good moral eﬁéractar. Theae '
citizens mst. bave knc;!n‘.‘the ;épplicant for a period of 31(::
months o'r .longer. All applicants were required to p‘ey the

" sum.of $5,00 as a fee for the license and to subscribe to
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sn oath to submit to and uphold the laws of the Cherokee
Hation. |

In the event cf the death of the Chcrokee wife of a
white man the latter contixmed as a eitizen of the Cherokee
Nation, and the whit; woRe1. whose Indian husband had died
remeined a Cherokee citizen. That is, unless in case of
rénm‘r}age a white man or white woman was selected by the
widow or .aiduwer. Inas mich as neither possessed .Cherokes
‘uhloogi neither of them could adopt & person of white blood
as & Cheyokee citizen. Unly the liationsl Couneil had
authqrity to adopt white persons intc the Cherokee Tribe
and the number .thus adopted was not large,

The clerks of the nine districts ol the Cherokes “ation
were furnished books in mhich to registur the wames of eppli-
' ee.xnt%\‘fog\marriage licenses, the numbers of the licenges and

the race or nati}gnality of the applicant.'

-
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At the pm-esent day, in 1938, there are old citizens who
.recall having called upon Clerckee friends and acquadntancea ‘
for'thepiujpose ‘o'f securing signers for applications f‘.or
;g.a'griaga li'ceﬁses.‘ |

a

These marriage lews are referred to in acts and lews
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passed by the Cherokee ..ational Couneil at various dates,
They sre included in & com.ilation of lawg made from 1808

- &
down to 1852, es well as in later laws down to 1875,
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