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Hazel B. Greene,
Interviewer,
Ostober E5, 1937,

An interview with My, Silaa G. Herkins,
Bugo, Okvahoma,

My father was & reprassntative of the Chechax
Rational Council. He attended the meetings of the
Council at Tuskahoma for severa! yesrs, ciear up to
statehood, Prior to thet hs was Sheriff of Towson
County, Indian Territory Choctaw Netion., I remember
he used to keep his prisoners st homs until he would
got e bunch ready to teke to Alikehi court ground
vhere there was a log jail that they could not escape
from, Re kept them chained to the posts of the long
gallery that ran slong the weast front of our house
and Mother had to feed them.

When we children would catch the folks not look-
ing we would throw mud balls et these priscuers. Then
when Pape would find 1t out we’d get a Yioking. There
was a dbig hall to the house and when it got too hot on

the gallery, or too cold the prisoners were kept in
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thet hell, He chained them out there winter or
summer. DPut he never kept them very long at a time
that way. He or hia deputies vou'd teke *hem to
jatl snd be glad to get rid of them, The one at
Alikchi was the only one that I remember being sanye
where in the country. There was supposed‘ to be one
at Dosksville, but if {t was ever used I éc not
recail it.

Yhen Pape had to go to Alikehi to ecwrt, the
wvhole Tamily would go and canp for s week or-two,
or until he would get through with hiz vext of it,
There was where I first saw Infians whipped, I saw
gevera! whipped, Frecuently they wou'd not put them
back in jail efter sentence, but wou'd turn them
loose and tel) them to be back thers on & certein
day to be walpped or executed. 1 never saw one |
killed. I never wanted to sse & man shot. The mis-
creants were always Indians and negross. %hey would

3
hold court &1l day and those who Lada coue tugre to
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attend sourt would dance all night. Some of the
men wou'd be whipped in the day and dance all that
night, One fe'low wes whipped one dsy and he broke
into a store close there end he got another whipping
the next day. The owner of the store was named John
Yoolery. He ws= full blcod Irish, «nd hed married
s ful' dlood Choctew women. Some of his children
Yooked like full dlood Choctaws and some were rede
hsaded and freckled, They would ‘ush them on the
barebberk, with halfZmeasoned hickory switches, end
. those fellovs would never grunt or flinch, although
sonetines one would faint. They would revive hinm
wi th water, and apply the balance of the number of
lashes which had been given ocut as hiag sentence.
There was 8 platfom built on the cours ground
for dsneing. Thof'iould begin to dance late in the
evening and dsnce 1! night sometimes. We used to

attend the Choctaw meetings and "orys" too. At the
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Choctaw churches they would have 'itt'e sheds end
cabing built &1 around them tor pecople %o camp
undey when they hed their camp meetings.

I used to anjoy playing over the rort Towson
rains. Thers were so meny wallis of gtone gtiN
stending when I was a child that it was an {desl
plece for shildren to play. The wall were run over
wi1h mecadine vines, 'possum grep-es, and sl
around them were redsltew bushes and big julcy pere
simmons,

The first echool I atiended was et Doskaville,
Choctaw Nation, Edmund Patrick Devis, s white men,
waa my first teacher. We lived in Doaksville then,
We moved out sbout six mites fron Noaksville, In-
dien Tarritory, on Dosksville Creek, and we hed Two
summer subscription schoo's there under s brush arbor,
Miss Agnes Browning teught them, She {s now Mrs. Jo®

Fuller at Vallisnt.
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In late summer of 1901, we moved to what was
sfterward named Mufe., Pape was working for Johanie
Wilson, and he %ook three hundred hesd of mixed
cattle up there for him and estadlished s ranch, just
about a helf mile from where Rufus ®ilaom put in a
stors and post office and named it Rufe, His father
was ¥illie Wilson. Rufus' son {s Clarence Wilson at
Fort Towson. Rufe was about twelve miles north and
8 1ittle east of Dosksville over s terrid'y sendy
road, full of deep sand beda and post osk runmner
roots. V¥When the roasd would get too deep in sang,
from the travel having ground it out, the traffic
would simply pick out s firmer route. It was so
wvith mid holes too, It was not Rife whea ws wensd
up there it was just & plase up in the sand hills,
Tuen when Rufus Wilsm got married his father, Willle
¥ilson geve him the store snd he started it up there,
¥hen we went up thers, we Yived in a tent uati) the
woather got co'd then Pspa traded en old Choetaw a horse

for a couple of cabins, that stood close together, for
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us to live in and geve him a hundred dollers for his
¢laim to the place, and when Indians beguy filing
eleime for Tand, my father filted on that Yend for his
own,

The &¢ed Chootew wes nemed Issac Houston, Ve
moved into the twoeroom boxed house, snd used the Yog
csdbin for s kitchen. There wes an old Choetew log
church up there so Pape got busy and organized »
school,

Again Miss Agnes Browning tsught. She nemed it
Choctaw Academy., The Choctew Nation paid her $35,00
per month, She had about thirty-five pupils end al}
wers Choctew Indian ehi'dren but two. There wes only
one white family in the neighdorhood end they hed »
boy and & gir) 0l1d enough to go to school, And those
1{tt%e 01d Chootaw children loved Miss Browning. They
eried Yike their hearts would dresk when school wes
out, They wanted her to keep right on tesching. 2he

prom{ ged them that ahe would be dsck and she was.
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She taught enother term, She sure ridded those kids
of lice,too end no fodlimg, about it. Our school
books were furnished us too, and Misa Browning
boarded with us.

As 1 said, there wn3 only one white family
up there in our neighdborhood, Mother wes white
end we were near-wiite, s0 vhen Dr. Bonner would
eome up there to ses those ful! bdlood Choctews, he
would spend the night with us., It wes too herd on
a team to drive from Doskasville up there over that
eandy ioad, and return the ssme day.

Aside from the three hundred head of cattle
thet Papa was ‘axing ¢sre of for Johnnie ¥ilson, we
hed sdout sevcnty~five hesd of our own, and it was
my business being the oldast child to help with those
cetile., I began when I was about five yesrs old, I
wes t00 little to mwunt a horse. Papa had to help
me on MY poaY. I remskber once when I wes a good big

boy, there ceme up & "norther," end it was beginning
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to sleet and peps decided it was going to he awfully
basd and thet we must get a bunch of yearlings home.
They were in e stea'kx fleld mbout s ha'f mile from
s$he house,

We astarted as soou as I returned from school
thet evening and it was ebout nine thirty when we
got those yeerlings a1l rounded up snéd in the Yota,
where there were sheds and hay atecks for them,

Some of the yearlings would fal) down and we
would have to he'p them up snd while we were doing
that tiae balense of them would scatter. Ve had a
time, We 2a2d lots of hogs in the woods too. Pepa
had trained his hogs to coms for a Yittle feed or
salt. when he would call them or would dlow =
hunting hora. 30, when the weather begmn getting
®001, he had no troubleé im oalling & bunch of thex
to the wagon out iu the woods somewhere, where he
wou'd shoot oue, heul {t home, to where the =ztisr

was already hot enough and scald, sorape and Gress
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a shoat. Then when the westher got realiy cold,
he wou’d repest that in December snd egain in
Jsnuery., He would usus'ly kiVY sight or ten hogs
in & winter, sometimes Qoru.

It took Yots of meast for our big family end
guests, We had a big amoke-house to take care of
the hog meat thet we ocured by aaTtiég {t down and
then smoking it with hiékory chip smoke, We often
had deer haunches henging right along with the hog
hens. We would eat all of the backbones, ribds,
snd maybe & 1ittle 1iver, make up the ssusege snd
make the heads and feet into souss, which we would
put up 1n{crocka end it would kess nics'y until est-
en. We usua'ly cave the 'ivers to the dogws.

We nesrly always had a fel! garden so had plenty
of fresh vegetadlas until frost, ¥hen we expected {t
to frost, ve would gather evarything in ¥h' g;rcbn
including tomato vines, which we wou'd pull up snd hang

{n the orid or pile them in a corner and cover wisth an
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01d quilt or something and the tomstoes ripened
along, but not quite so fast aa they 4id when we
hung the vines.,

We fraguent'y had rips tomatoes for Charistmss.
Som times we would wrap green tomatoes in papers
to aeke them ripen more slowly., ¥e wrepped pesrs that
w2y Y00. In February, when balmy days came along, the
turnips thet we hed not "holed" up as we had potatoes
would sprout out 1ittle tender greens. Then we would
pick them and cook tham in an 0'd iron kettle with a
hog jowl, or some side msat, and they were resily
good. The turnips that wers holed up, sproutsd, but
the sprouts were bleached and lad s Qifferent M avor
ond taste from the "greens™, but they wers delicious
too,

Pagpe used 0 ki'Y 0% of deer. Ye were never
without some kind of meet at our house. I have seen

' deer
as meny as fiftesn or twenty/in a bunch., The same

way »ith turkeys; they were as MMMANOUN 85 queil.
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The gress wes so thick that we cut {t for hay
and hautled 1t up to the Yots where we wou1g stack it
around poles set up in the ground, and throw a pole

stacks

fence around thasc/ec keen the:stookcfrom it until we
wel'e ready to feed in the winter, Then we would let
down s gap and turned the stock into the stecks. That.
was usually after frosi hcd ¥illed the range or {t was
covered with ice and snow, But un$il {t wes covered
with ice and anow, the stock would find greem lauscious
gress underneath the old tal! stuff that had fallen
down snd covered this new grass thet had come up
underneath it. Then after the snows wou'd pasas, the
gress would sprout up agsin in the sheltered places.

%o worked new ground up there and mads a dbale of

bushels

eotton to the sere and nearly s hundrel/of cora to the
acre., Ths hipgest, finest ears éf corn I ever saw
and sometimes “here would be seversl to the stalk,

We wou'ld shell e coupls of dushels of corn ét a time

to take to mill, At that, 1t wou'dn't Yest long.
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There were so many of ua, and we had so much company.

When we dug our Irish potatoes in the summer, we
plented peanuts and June corn in slternate rows, and
made a good crop of thoae.

%e never saw a cotton or corn planter, we dropped
avorything by hend. Thet was whers the smeilier ¢hildrss
nade themselfes useful,

I have a distinct recollection of my firast pair of
shoes. The ckildren never got shoes unti{! they were
big enough to go outside to work or to school, Zven
then we didn?t get tham before freezing weather, 1
have droken thin gkims of ice snd waded 2 branch to
got to sahool. The girls were not so tough as I was.

-~ Y )

On the way to school om cold froaty moimings they
would sit down end try to cover their feet with their
.Gressss to kesp them werm and ory with the cold. If
the children were too smsll to go to work or school,
they were sisply kepd indoors when it was too cold to
go out barefooted, My first shoes were the bdrsss-toed

kind that hed the soles put on wth wooden pegs. Those
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kind lagted forever. As we outgrew them they were
pasased on down to smaller childrenm.

Nema made all of our clothea. Our coats and
pants were of jeans. We bought the cloth at Doeka~
ville Trading Store. If ¢Yoth was a Yittle soarese
we hed no pockets, and that was »a near-tragely. It
would be s¢c long between suits. The stuff would
hardly wear out and we had to wait until we outgrew
our suits befors we got new ones, snd sometimes our
sleeves almost roa;hod our e1bows and the breeches
would come well above our nnkles before they were
passed on to someone smaller or were discarded. Then
we got another suit of exactly the sawe kind of cloth
But perhaps with pockets this time. That 0 jeans
was 30 tougb and s$iff thet & »hipping never hvrt
unless they mede o fellow remove his coat. Our shirts
were made of "hickory" shirting.

The most of the kouses up in our comminilty ware of

logs with native atones for steps, and fire plaooé and
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chimmeys, Sometimes the chikneysa were mede of mud
cats of white post oak ¢lay, re-inforced with credp
gress.

The insides of the 'og houses were finished
with hend-riven boai'da tacked over the spaces be-
tween the Yoga, There was always & home-made vench
benind the table for the children to sit upon. %o
ost, There was always a shelf on the front poreh
with & wash pen on it, Smtlm; the water bucket
set upon it too, and sometimes it hung on a hook
made from a forked 1imb with one Yimb ou$ shors, to
form the hook., There waa nearly slways another wash
benck just outside the kitchen door with a towel
henging above it.

I never heard of a moonshine still until I was
sixteenr yesrs old, An 014 fe'low came into the
gountry and begsn making moonsghine whiskey., He said
he knew how to meke it right, thet he had been run out
of the mountains of Xentueky for meking 1t. I have

knows him %0 have a wagon 10ad of cora groundé up inso
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»nosl at onge, Them he would make it into whiskey,
and not use sugar as they do now, There was a tire
when the thirsty ones had to go over in Arkansas or
Texas to get their moonshine, Then they ~ou'd dring
it beck if they could escape the watchful  olficers
and "raise Coain" at the next social gathering they
attended, But we used to have some nice dances,

I have been to'd that the o'dest, or perhaps I
should sey the first United States post office in the
Indien Territory in shat is now Oklahoma wes st ¥ort
Toweon, when that fort wes established in 1824, And
it wes Fort Towson, Arkansss. But there was a miti-
sary post estediished prior to that ahout six miles
southeest of Dosksville, on Doaksville Creek and 1%
was there for about a yerr. It was the original Doeka-
Yille, Some ce¥led 1t Dosk's stand, boeg?xggaﬂﬁn Rad’s
store there,

There was a drick ki'n at the origins! Doaksville

snd signs of it are there today., Parts of the o'd
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furnsce rewmain, Thet is where the "widch holes"
sre, People have %074 us al) kinds of stories of
those "witch holes”., Our parcnts to'd us they
were haunted, to keep us ewsy. They to74d us

that Yights coul d be meen there »n dsmp nights
which I do not doubt “or the Yights were prodbadly
phosphorous. They also to'd us that on brigzht
sunny mornings the witches would sit on the edges
of the holes end comd their helr end jump into
holes if one spproached, My =on has et down

two hundred feet of well driYling rope with a rock
on it trying to resch bottom, but never & d, There
is & boi'ing spring there in the middle of the
oreek that spouts up adbove the wster, It 1isn't
that suiphur or se't spring in Cates' oreek either,

This one is on Dosksvidle Oreek, about three mives

from Red River end sbout six mites southrast of the

Fort Towson.
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There wes 8180 8 hsrd-surfeced road from some-
where oa Red River to thias p'soe end on to the Fort.
The bits of it that I have seen look Yike the oiled
roads of today with Tots of ashelY rock im i{it. This
road is a grayb ue end shows up quite plsinly on
that Mlack Ysndse It is possible that there is some
asphalt {n it, because there sre some asphelt mines
sbout five miles northesst of the original Dosksville
location in Indian Territory; howsver the composition

i{s more blue than the usual asphalt,



