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HAHCIN8, SILAS 0 . INTEHVIEff

Hazel B» Qreene,
Interviewer,
October 86, 1937.

An interview with Mr. Silas 0. Hsrkins,
Hugo, Oklahoma.

My father was a representative of the Ch«e|!B»

National Council. Be attended the meetings of the

Council at Tuekahoma for severs1 years, clear up tc

statehood* Prior to that he was Sheriff of Towaon

County, Indian Territory, Choc taw Nation. I remember

he used to keep hi a prisoners at home until he would

get a bunch ready to take to Alikehi court ground

where there was a log jail that they could not escape

from* He kept them chained to the posts of the long

ga^ery that ran along the west front of our house

and Mother had to feed them.

Ihen we children would catch the folks not look-

lng; we would throw mid bal ls et these prisoners* Then

when Papa would find i t out we'd get a Moving. There

was a big hall to the house and when i t got too hot on

the gallery, or too cold the prisoners were kept in
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that hal l . Ha chained them out there winter or

fUM»r. Bat ha never kept them very long at a timt

that way* Ha or hi a deputies vouM take then to

jai l and be glad to get rid of them. The one at

Alikchi was the only one that I remeaber being any-

where in. the country* There wee supposed to be one

at Doekerllie, but If It was ere? used I do not

recall i t*

When Papa had to go to Alikchi to cowrt, the

whole family would go and camp for 8 week or "two,

or until he would gist through with-hit pa^t of it«

There was where X f ire t saw Indians whipped* I saw

se?eral whipped* Frequently they would not put them

back la je l l after sentence, but woû d turn them

looae and te l l them to be back these on & certain
»

day to ba whipped or executed* I never taw one

killed* I neter wanted to aee a Man shot* The s&s-

creanta were alwayi Indians and negvoes* They would

hold court a l l day and those who had com* tii*/e to
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attend court would dance al l night. Some of the

•an woû d be whipped in the day and dance all that

night* One fe^ow was whipped one day and he broke

into a store close there and he got another whipping

the next day. The owner of the store was named John

foolery* He was full blood IriaU, &nd had married

• full blood Choctew woman. Some of his children

looked l ike full blood Choctaws and some were red*

beaded and freckled* They would "U'.sh them on the

barehbefck, with haif^seasoned hickory switches, end

thoi»o fellows would neTer grunt or flinch^ although

•o»etiiw»B one would faint* They would revive hla

with water, and apply the balance of the number of

laehea which had bean given out aa hi a aentenoe.

There wee a pletfoxm built on the couri ground

for dnnelng. They'would begin to dance lata in the

•waning and da&o« »11 night aonatiiaea* Wa uaed to

attend the Choctaw ewetings and "cry*" too. At the
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Choc taw churches they would have Mtf* e sheds and

cabins bui^t eV around them t'or people to caap

under when they hed their camp aeetinga,

I need to -anjoy playing over the Fort Totraon

ruina. Thers were so many we*n s of ttone s t i 1 !

steBdiog «hen X was a child that i t was an Ideal

place for children to p i t y . The nai1 were run over

w^th «*«cadin# vines, *po»gum gr»p»s, end B^.

around them were red^Uew bustea and big juicy per-

The f i r s t echool I attended was et Doaksri^le,

Chocttw Nation. Edound Patrick I>vie, a white xaa^

wta ay f i rs t teacher. Pe l ired in Doakavl'ne then.

W BOTtd out about six mi^ea fron noakarvi11©, In-

dian T^rritory^on DoaksTi'He Creek, end w hed t*o

emmer subscription echoo^B there under • brush arbor*

Mies Agnae Browning taught thesa. she in now lfr»« Jo*

fuller at Valliexrt,
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la iete susaer of 1901, we moved to what was

afterward named Hure, papa was woffeiug for Jbhsnie

Wilson, and he took three hundred h«ad of mixad

catt le up there for hi a and established a ranch, just

about a half mil a from whtre Rufus Ki-FaoOi put in a

store and post office and named i t Rufe* His father

was Willie Wilson* Rufus* aon i s Clarence Wilson at

Port Towaon* Rufe was about twelve miles north and

a U t t l e east of Doaksville or^r a terribly sandy

road, fa l l of deep sand beds and post oak runner

roots* When the road would get too deep in sand,

froo the travel having ground i t out, the traffic

would simply pick out a firmer route. I t was so

with aid holes too* I t was not ftife whea we west

op there;it waa Just a place up in the sand h i l l s .

Stem when Uufue Wilson got m*r?ieo",aia f&tfedr, n i l l e

WileoA^geve him the store and he started i t up there*

When we went up there, we Hved in a teat until the

weather got cold then Papa traded aa old Choc taw a horse

for s couple of cabins, that stood close together, for
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us to l i re in and gave him a hundred dolt era for his

claim to the pi act, end when Indiana bega* f i l ing

elelma for land, ay father f i led on that "'and for hi a

own.

The *ged Choctaw wea named Isaac Houston. We

aoTed into the two*room box«d house, end used the ^og

cabin for a kitchen. There was an old Choctan log

ehureh up there, 00 Pepe got busy and organized a

school•

Again Mies Agnee Browning taught. Sht named i t

Choctaw Academy. The Chocta* Nation paid her $3B.OO

p«r w?nth. She had about thirty-five pupils end a50

were Choetow Indian children but two. There was only

one *hite faai^y in the acigaborhood end they had a

boy and a girl old enough to go to sehool* Add thoae

l i t t l e old Chootew children lored Mist Browning. They

cried l ike thair hearts would break when school was

out. They wanted her to keep right on teaching, she

promited the* that ah« would be back and she was«
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She taught another t«zm« She sure ridded those kida

of l i ce , too, and no foollag, about I t . Oar sehool

books were furnished us too, and Miss Browning

boarded with us*

As I said, there wm only one white family

up there in our neighborhood. Mother was white

and we were near-white, ao wh#n Dr. Bonner would

come up there to see those full blood Chootews, he

would spend the night with us* I t was too hard on

a tea* to drive front Doeksrllle up there mor th^t

sandy rosd, and return the aaae day.

Aside from the three hundred heed of catt le

that Papa was taking csre of for Johnnie Wilson, we

had about seTcnty~fiYe heed of our own, and i t was

sqr business being the otdost ohi1d;to help with those

es t t l e . I began when I was about five years old* I

was too l i t t l e to mount a horse* Paps had to help

ae on ay pony* I reswaber onoe when I we a a good big

boy, there oeae up a "norther." and i t was beginning
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to tle«t and papa decided i t was going to be awfully

bed and that we oust get a bunch of yeartjnes home,

Ttoey were in a stalk f ie ld about a half mile from

tie house.

We started as soou aa I returned from school

that evening and i t was about nine thirty when we

got those yearlings al l rounded up and in the iota»

Hkere there were ahede and hay stack» for thea.

Some of the yearlings would fall down and we

would hate to b*ip then up and while we were doing

that the balance of then would scatter. We had a

t lae. We had lo ts of hogs in the woods too. Pepa

had trained hie hoga to come for a H t t i e feed or

#alt. whea he would oall thea or would blow a

hunting bora* 30, when the weather begun getting

tool, he had no trouble ia calling a Van eh of these

to the wagon out iu the woods soMwnere, where he

shoot Oiie, haul i t hose, to where the «ster

already hot enough and scald, ecrape and drees
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• ahoat* T&en when the weather got really cold,

he would repot that in Deeeafoer and again in

January* He would usually ki l l eight or ten hogs

in a winter, sometimes more.

I t took lota of meet for our big family and

guests* We had a big smoke-house to take care of

the hog meat that we cured by Belting It down and

thea smoking i t with hickory chip aaoke. We often

had deer heu&ehes hanging right along with the hog

he&a* We would eat al l of Ike baokbonea, rib a,

end Maybe a l i t t l e l i t e r , make up the aausege and

sake the heads and feet into aouae, which we would

put op in crock a end i t would v*«p siee*y until eat*

#a. f t upua^y sev* the hirers to the doge.

We nearly always had a fe l l garden so had plenty

of fresh rage tablet until frost* When we e j e c t e d i t

to froet, we would gather ererything in the garden

including tomato f ines f which we wou^d pull up and hang

1st the crib or pi le the* in a corner aad cover with an
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old quilt or something end the tomatoes ripened

along, but not quit* so fast aa they did when we

hung the vines.

TS« franuently had rip* tomatoes for Christmas.

Sonetimes we vould wrap green tomatoes in papers

to aake them ripen more slowly. Ve wrapped pears that

*sy too* la February, nhea balay days ceme along, the

tuiiiips thftt «• had not nhoi9dN up, at we had potatoes^

would sprout out l i t t l e tender greens* Then we would

pick the& and cook them in an old iron kettle with a

hog jowl, or some aide maat, and they were really

good* The turnips that were holed up. sprouted, but

the sprouts were bleached and had a different flavor

and taste from the "greens", but they were delicious

too*

Peps used to kiM ^ots of doer* Tie were never

without aoae kind of meet at our house* I hare seen
defer

•a mmttf at fifteen or twenty^in a bunoh. The same

turkeys; they wore as Wamm*x#*
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The graas wes so thick that we out i t for hay

and hauled I t up to the lo t s where we would stack It

pole* «et up la the ground, end thro* a pole
staeJss

fence around feafi«^tc ke«p the-etooR^rom i t until tie

wei>e ready to feed i n the winter . Then *e would l e t

down a gap and turned the stock i n t o the s t a c k s . That

was usually after frost had Allied the range or i t was

covered with ioe and snow. But unill i t wen covered

with ice and anow, the stock would find green luscious

grass underneath the old tall stuff that had, fallen

down end covered this new grass that had come up

underneath it» Then after the snows woû  d paaa, the

grass would sprout up again in the sheltered places.

We woxfced now ground up there and ne.de -a ba^e of
bushels

ttotton to the aere and nearly a huudrei^/of com to the

acre. Tht fcifegeit, finest ears of corn I ever m

and sometimes ther* would be streral to the stalk.

We would shell a coupl« of bushels of corn at a time

to take to w i l l . At that, I t wait da* t las t long.



29

HilKINS, 3H48 0.

• IE -

There wtra 00 Many of us, and we had 00 an oh conpany.

Wh»n we dag oar Irish potatoes In the sumer, we

planted peanuts and JU.no corn In alternate rows, and

Made a good crop of those.

We never aaw a ootton or corn planter, tre dropped

everything by hand, fnat was where the smeller cul*dres

aada thamaalfaa uatful.

I hare a distinct recollection of ay firgt pair of

aho«t« The eklldrtft nerer got shooa until they were

big enough to go oatalda to wcifc or to achool. Bvtn

than we didn't gat than before freezing weather, I

hare broken thin akime of lea and traded a branch to

gat to aohooK The glrla ware not so touga aa I waa.

Oa the way to school on cold froaijf BioxnlugB tney

ait down and try to cover their feet with their

tc k**p than vara and exj with the cold. It

the children ware too snail to go to work or school,

they were «Uf>ty fc*^% indoor* when i t was too cold to

go out barefooted. My f i rs t ahoaa ware the brace-to«<J

kind that had the solas pot on ttita wooden pegs. Those
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kind lasted forever. Ac we outgrew then the? war*

pasted on down to smaller children.

Man* made alt of our clothes* Our coeta and

pants ware of jeans* We bought the cloth at Doaka-

Yiile Trading Store* If c^oth was a Mttl# soarce.

we had no pockets, and that was a near-tragedy. I t

would be ao lone between suits* The stuff would

hardly wear out and we had to wait until we outgrew

our suits before we got new onee, and sometimes our

sleeves almost reached our elbows and the breeches

would cone well above our ankles before they ware

passed on to someone smaller or were discarded. Then

we got another suit of exactly the same kind of cloth

Bat perhaps with pockets this time. That old Jeans

was so tough and s t i f f that e whipping never hurt

tutfess they made a fellow remove his coat* Our shirts

«sr« S£Q> of "hickory*1 shirting.

The Boat of the touses up in our coanuaity were of

log* wita aatir* stones for steps, and fire places and
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chiameys* sonatimea the chianaya ware' nade of mud

eat* of whit© post oak clay, re-inforeed with cre,b

graea*

The iasidea of the "'og houses were finiehed

with hend«rlT«3 boards tacked over the apaoffs b«-

tw«tn the loga* There was alwaya a hoae-aade bench

behind the table for the children to a i t upon, to

•at* There waa alwaya a ahetf on the front porch

with a wash pea on i t . sonetlnae the water backet

aat upon i t too, and aoaatiaaa It hong on a hook

•ad* from a forked limb with one Uab oat short, to

fora the hook* There waa nearly always another wash

bench Jaat outside the kitchen door with a towel

tanging above i t*

2 narer heard of a soonshin* at i t l until I was

sixteen y*sre old. Am old fe1low oane into the

country and began making moonahine whiakey. Be aaid

ha kaaw how to «ake i t rightt that ha had been run out

of the Mountain* of Kentucky for aaklng i t* I hare

know* him to have a wagon load of oom ground up into
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aesl at one*. Than he would make i t into whiskey,

and not nan sugar aa they do now* Thar* was a tin*

whan tha thirety ones had to go orer in Axfcanaaa or

Texas to get their moonshine. Then they -ou^d bring

i t back i f they could escape tha watchful' officers

and "raise Coin" at tha next soelai gathering they

attended. Bat we used to have eome nice dances,

I hare been to^d that the oddest, or perhaps I

should »ay the f i r s t Halted states post office in the

Indlen Territory in what ia now OrtahoMi waa at Fort

Toweon, when that fort waa established in 1884. And

i t we a Fcrt Towson, Arkansas. But there waa a mili-

tary post established prior to that about six miles

southeast of DoskariHe, on DoakeTiile Creek, «nd i t

was there for about s yerr. I t wse the oriMnst Doska-
Joaks

Tllle* 9osw oe^ad I t Doakfs stand, beceuse

store there.

There wss a briok ki^n at the original Doaksriile

sad signs of i t ere there today* Parts of the
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renaia* That i s where the nwitch holes"

art. People ha*e told ua all kinds of storlaa of

those "witch holes". Our parents to1 d us they

were haunted^ to keep un eway. They to"M us

teat l imits could be seen there on damp nights

vhloh I do not doubt for the l ights were probably

phosphorous. They also told us that on bright

suxny aornings the witches «oal d s i t on the edges

of the holes end comb their heir end Jump into

holes if one approached. My son has l e t doisn

two hundred feet of well drilling rope with a rock

OB i t trying to reoeh bottom, but never did. There-

i s a boiMng spring there in the middle of the

oreek that spouts up above the water. I t Isn't

that sulphur or s«it spring in Gates* oreek either,

Tmls jQAft 1 A £&> Jtosimvi^a Oreek^ about three mil ea

from Red River and about s ix roi^es southeast of the

fort Towson.
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Thar» waa also a hard-eurfaoad road from sowe-

wnera on Had Rlrar to thia p1 aea end on to the Fort*

The bite of i t that I have sees look Uke tha oHe*

roada of today with "'ota of ahe"H rook in i t . This

road i s a grayb'ua end shows up quite plainly on

that lltok lend* I t i s poseibla that th«re is some

aaphaH la i t , bacauaa there ar* soaa asphalt oinaa

about five oil aa northaeat of the original Doakarilla

location in Indian Tarrltorjr;ho«air6r;tha composition

la mora blue than the usuel asphalt.


