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£lla Robinson,
Field WorkKer,
July 15, 1937.

Interview with Andrew L. Rogers,™
Fort Gibson, 'Oklahoma,

Mrs. Cherokee america Morgsn Rogers.

Mrs. Rogers, the daughter of Gideon end Margaret Y
Sevier Rggers, was born at Citico, Monroe County, Kast
7Tennessee, December 15, 1830. 3he grew to young woman-f
_hood there and received her education at Knoxville,
Tennessee.,
Cn Decembeg‘ﬁb, 1849, she was—mafried to Andrew

T Louis Rogers et the home of her sister, m¥s. Hugh MeDonald
YcElreath, at Galhoun,Tehnessee, by RevéSEEE—Z; 4., Mathias.
Mrs, Rogers was a descendant of two oé the most noted
families of Temnessee whose nemes have been woven in the
history of the state for many generations. she was a first
cousin to the femous John H. Morgan, familiarly kmown in
3ivil iar days as "Morgan, The Raider".
 From the Morgan family she tnherited hor intrepid’

spirit that enabled her during the vicissitudes of after
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life to ccnquef‘obs&acles that arose in her pathway.
. . From the Seviér femily she got her Cherokee blood, her
patience and enduiance.

Her husbend's paf&nts, Connell and anne Dugan {ogers,
were married ia Rutland County, Ireland, in 1798. They
emigrated to the Unitgé States and settled in wWest More-
land County, Pennsylvania‘ih 1817, where Andrew L. Rogers
was born. Later, fol%gving the trend of westward emigra-~
t.ion,‘they\mbved to Putman Goux;ty, Ohfo. Mr. Rogers*
motﬁer lived to the age of one hundred and ;ne years and
died of injuries sustained when & team hitched to a car-
riage ran over her. |

Mrs. Cherokee Rogers i1v§d‘ét 2itico after her mar-

riage until the beginning of ﬁhe Civil Rer. After they

were raided several times by the Northern Army, they moved

to Calhoun, Tennessee, but had lost almost all their pose

sessions. One night the Northern ArmyAin a raid took all
tbe horses they possessed, among them was 8 fine horse
that had been giveh Mrs. Rogere by her cousin, Gensrsl

-

John H. Morgan, who had been tesken prisomer afd confined
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.in a Northern prison gtAColumbus, Ohio. Geneyal Mbrggn ‘
managed to meke his escape from the brison and made his
way through the lines until he r~ached the outhern Army.
On returning home ﬁe gave iirs. Rogers the fine héfge he
was riding that had been supplied him by his southern
friends. The next morning thqr the horses had been
taken krs. Rogers told her husband she was going over to
the Northgrn‘oéhp and get a horse. dhe/gght, and tol&

the officer in charge wnat she ceme for. As she lookeda'
very much in earnest, he told her she might-take one‘ %
hogse and to meke her selection. She fook John H, as

they called the horse, mamed in honor‘ot his former owner, -
he said, "No Yankee, has ridden this horse yet, and never
will". As the War had left them almosé destitute of prop-
erty-when in 1871 s repressntative of the Cherokee govern-
awent went to Tennessee ;nd other states to induce all

those of Cherokse blood to.move to fhe lndian Téfritory.

Mr. Rogers decided that opportunities in the West w.;ou:.ld:‘j"w
be better for their fast growing family consisting of five

boys and two girls. They were given free transportation
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for thenselves and household goods by the Chervkee govern-

ment. Among their faﬁ household possessions was a fine
pihno whiog Mrs. Rogefs bgpught alogg.'

The M. K. & T. Railroad had been buil£ through the
Terri@ory that yeor and Gi£aon Station waé the-Terminal.
They were met tasre by her sister's son. Her sister was
Mrs. Eblin_ (formerly ¥rs. McElreath) who had lived 4n £hé‘
Territory for some years., It was dark when they reached
the Grand River wh;oﬁ they had to cross in a‘feiry boat
and the boat pad been tieq up for the night. As the
ferrymen refﬁsed to take them across the riyer, Mr. Régérs
said.‘"There are enough of us to run the boatf, so tley
untied the boat éhd,drova on, Thé'terryman tgen~agreed“
to taﬁélthem over. They stayed at the homg gfj@rs; Eblin
for A‘xime, then rented a farm nearby. .Thé§ they bought
a small farm f;om Mf. F. H. Nash, a‘rort‘Gibson mérohant;
who afterward became their son-in-law. 0,

They nade§ the place "The Jungle;.as it was in a dense

B i ]

woods, Tbere'they lived for three years, and Mr, Rogers,

who had been crippled from a knee injury, died there in '

1875 gt the age of fifty-seven.
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After the death of her husband, Mrs.‘hogers nanted .
a location with more land availab}e. She then bought» o
a cleim fromsﬁr. Nash on the east bank of the Arkansas >
River, where the Electric Power Piant oW stands. They
‘occupied a small house on the cleim until they could-
build a more commodious one. 'There was only & small fieldi%Q;

in ocultivation and the land was covered with heavy timber

and & dense c&nebrake. The task at hand was to get the,

e
land ¢leared aund put in cultivation. #ith ke r own en-r- b
getic sons and the help of the neighbor men they went = e
. N ) ’ : B
what seemed & gigantic undertaking. . ° TS

£s wes the custam of théInéian to help each otﬁer,
“her ne ighbors told her to have “a-working” and all able-

-bodied men for mi&esmaxeuad-e&me7——Th§y’quld work all
=&

day cutting tixber, rolling logs to be burned, selecting

<

the, best frou #hich to make rails, and clearing away the
unde‘brush They used an ox team to haul the logs. A
big dinner gas:elways served in the middle of the day.

Tﬁg occasion always closed with a dance and supper at

Y

night. ‘One of the boys would teake the farm wagon and

/

/
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" zather up the girls in the neighborhood for the dance.
14 was & happy, peaceé%le crowd of young‘rolks that

} danped long past midnight to music furnished by & neighbor=-
_hood }iddler. A8 Mrs. Rogers was akPresbytérien in feith,
and by memberstip, her pastor, Reverend .toddard, repri-
mended her for allowing her }oung folks to indulge in such
worldly smusemsnts. o-he said, "I can't prey those stumpa
~and 1ugs out of that field, I'm just goinéfto dance thq; 8

out".

fhile her young sons.were busy in. the fislds she was %

occupied with the task of grubbing the canebrakes oufsof

¢

the yard with a hatochet. Vhen the time came that they
were ready to build a larger house the boys hauled the

lumber from the nearest sawmill eighteen miles beyond

Tahlequah, The new house was a story and a half structurs "

with four room; below and two above, a long front poreh
and & back porch arousd the ell. '

In their new home Mrs. Rogers delighted to entertsin
their meny friends and relétives and it was & “treat, indeed,

to partake of her gracious hosbitality. ’ ’ N
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As Mrs. Rogers' sons possessed the same energy and
business acumen as their mother, they were not long in
asccunulating proporty} They combined stook~raiainénw1th
their farming activities.

W¥hen the eldest son, Gonnell, married igs FTlorence
Nash, he mad?_y;e home nesr his mother. In connection
with, their farming and stock-raising the boyé contracted .
with catglémen’to feed beef cattle through the Winter
and prepare them for JSpring market. One Winter 1,000
‘heaa of beef steers Selongiqg to Mr. Nip Blackstone were
fed there. |

\As Mrs. Rog&és possessed more energy then it seemed
possible for one little woman weighing less than one hun-
dred pounds to have, she, insisted on working in"the fields
with her boys. Holding a ¢ nferemce amoﬁé themselves they
decided that wﬁen she came out to work in the fileld they
would stop. On finding out .what it was all ebout, che
agreed to confine her efforts to the vegetable garden and

the house. By no means was a8ll hei energy directed to

material things. Having secured a splendid classicsl

337
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education in her early days, she did not neglect to add
to her store of knowledgé tﬁat kept in touch with évery-
thing that made for a cultural life. She possessed a -
marvelous~memory a;d was & graat reader. 1t was her de-
light,‘at the close of the day, around a cheerful w;od
fire to read to her children, slways selecting the bhest
in literature. Jshe was a lover of Shakespeare, Seott,
and Burns. ’

Mrs. Rogers'éfte; entertained her boys while they
worked in the fielﬁ by telling them stories. One day
vhile they were working she was telling them th; story
of Damon and Pythiaé end she sald, "Boys, keep your eye
on the corn field, don't look up so much if 8 flock of
angels ahould fly over, 1 will tell you"' Just then the
dog ran after a squirrel, the boys following in close
pursuit. On coming Saqk one said, "Now, Mbth;r. go on
with the stories”, but she replied, "I won':.rinish it,
I won't tell stories to boys who run off to chase squirrels".

Notwithstanding the hardshiﬁs incident t. pioneer

1§%$ ¥rs. Rogers mainteined her fine spirit and never

12
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varfed from her ideas and ideals of right. She implanted
in her children a deep sense of integrity and fair deel-
ing; and the word of her sm was as goo& as his bond. In
1905 they serected a large modern house on the same location.
Before the allotment of Indiqn lend they owned and oculti-
vated three hundred acres of fine river bottom land. . It
had been a long way from the little cabin home and the
four and & half acre field, where the intrepid little woman
u’had'settled on the banks of the Arkansas River, One'of the
outstanding features of the family life was' that they held
all of their property in common having only one bank gcéaunte‘
No question gf unfair dealing émoné them ever arose. The
Rogers boys were the pi9nee¥s in poteto gpowiné as a com-
" mercial enterprise.” They also were the first to plant al-
}alfa in this section of the oountfy.
Not only did Mrs. Hogers attend to the needs of her

om eight c¢hildren, but was called upon to give aid to the

sick end nesdy. 'rchroughout the community. When "Aunt Chock”,

as she was affectionately ocslled by all hef relatives and

friends passed on to the "Happy hunting grounds" on March 18,
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1919, not only éid,her family sustain‘a great loss, but

>

.

. -
the entire community as well. Truly, the pionesrs of ,
. ] ) . ) » . ‘/ap
the Indian Terfitory were not all men. -
. Ty . e



