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Goldie -Turner, Field Worker
Indian-Pioneer History
April 21, 1937 ©

Interview with Mrs, H. E. Root,
._Pawnee, Oklahoma, by Goldie Turner,
Field 7orker.

Mrs., Root was borﬁ in Kanéas in 1855.. She came to
Oklahoma in 1896. |

Ay husband and I came to Cklshoma in 1896, fe came
to the southern part of Pawnee County several miles north-
west of Quay. uy husband traded for e clain there. There
was no house on it, only a dugout. It had split poles
covered with hay and dirt for & roof but it did nofyleak,
of course the floor was of ‘dirt. Ve could sweep down the
#alls and th; floor, gather db the loose dirt and our honse

cleaning was done., I was always afraid of finding snakes,

& ® -
ceatipedes, or tarantulas in it and was always looking for

them but there were never any found. ‘e only lived in 1it-
¢ - .t . .
about three months befor? we got our frame h:use built, '
. \
lnp dugout was a cool place to’ llve though. «e got our

sater trom a spring close to the dugout. I was certainly
y . [ 3

\
lad 10 get. 10 move into the frame house. #e lived on this
cleim four years then "s50ld out and came to Pawnee.

«€ vut in the Bop_Toh groeery and restaurant, It

i

|

® . ‘ ‘ : . l
~%us located on the street south and east of the court I

/A.



. hougd square. All of ithe buildings were built high off

the cround and the'ré were steps both in front and -back

VAl - ‘ (; ‘
of the buildings. The board sidéwalks pgere laid on . B
. Vg
< LR \ .
the ground and steep steps }fd froem the walk to the

h 4
v

entrances of the buildings. Uur store was next door to’

tne saloon rum by .ir. Horton and it was not uacomion to

sa several drunx perssns lying underneath the saloom,

.6 only nad thz Lon [ou a year. .e scld oul and bousht

o <

ine ‘Lawson uotel at Lawson (now -wuay).

-
-

" Lawson wgs namned for the man whose farm was bought

.

10 esteblish the toxn when the reilroad went through.-
inis farm was in Fayne County but across ti: road gorth”

< .

4ss Fawnee counpy so the town is in bdth counties, the

.main strest being the divéding linzs, ..r. Lawson established
. . A v

,

tie notel wiich we later bousht,” It, of course, %as in _
Yluyne county. ‘Yhen tie prstoffice was estublishad the

«
“ -

na.e Lawson s:8 s0 si ilar o Lawtfon 't~4% tie nane was

o

N
-

c.anged TO quay. e also. changed the naae of.the hotedl. -

, N
-

to " aay notel, cgrxy it for fifte=n or aixtesn years -

»
)

~

sl durinc that tiae se had & very ood bucisess, many %raq—
. - . . . \
< . ™ ST .
3%§?w da2n stopping vith use. In the earlier days menbers
Ry e N . - N
. . b vl N \‘“ - i
of tns 31.l voolia gang often cane there bul_tley never
r‘ - v . =~ ' * . . - )
tzused us any Llroubles o : .
. . - } N - *
’ >~ ) .
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~

Joolin wes

+ - «

#illed by th:"officers only a short distance

&

-

xest of our hotel,

.

~e helpsid establish -the little {rams Christian Church,

in way whichXin eariy days served the éount?y around.
3 . .

,on Sunday mornings lumber wagons lo@ded .with people came -
\ }

4
¥

Eal

-

ia from all di;%ctians. de always had & good crowd. a4

year or so lateA the lathodist Shurch was built close bu.
¢ .y . . - :

ey had a go00d consregation too. +he congresations of

both churchas weré made up mostly of country folks for the

wown nev-er ‘was large even aftaer 0il wes discovered there,

s had an oil well, tob, Just back of the hatel but

- e . —~
. - [ - . s -

“lixe most of the wells t.ere, in a fsi years it was puaped
. ) -

‘ C—— '

-

a yeuT azo we decided we were gettiig too old to )
\ N . 5
®

cun tie potel so re rented it and came to Pawnes fo live

5o e ¢ould be close 10 our daughters,
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g I 1606
Nettie Cain, Interviewer . ‘
July 12, 193'?. ' ) .
e An Interview with H. C. Roper -

- Vs -
’ ‘ ‘" ~
/

Ada, Oklalioma.

H. C. Roper (white) was born October 14, 1858, in
Hickman County, .Kentuckky. He camé to the Indiah Terri=-

tory with Mrs. Roper, October 20, 1879, W& near

-

Eufaula, living there several years.,
" Mr. Roper sgid in his experiences wit e Indiens
. ee i iwe g

he at all times found them true tothéir word.

Mr.. and Mrs, R0pe1: moved to A[da in "1896%

In December, 1879, two Indj,én boys by the name of -

Lincch McBeesey and Parmer Samﬁsbn planned to'gd t0

<

.

vhite famﬁy's home by the neme of Leard.- ey thought Mr,

-

Leard Was away from home, but to fing out for sure they
<,

went . the houworrow \&r. Leard's saddle. T

Mrs. I.eax:d t’f d the boys /th/at her husband Was away from ' r

~home and vas ridmg ;

the sadd}e. That night he two

Indlan boys h1d

¢

vatched the

s ! N )
emselves in a regil fence corper and /
. . v . . ¥ LT
. N -

use unt'xl afver derk, The house wus bv.y;l/t

on the ol Indian s‘ﬂ.e ane room being several st from

a ‘ /"
the ot e/r. The mo’f:her went from the big house o the |

kltclien\and the Indlans boys went into the b1g house eand
y

g

m. Leard’s shot gulle They went to the &1tchen and , o

“

N . - - a . /
N ~ - . o
e N » ‘
3 . i
A a

4
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« "2“’\
ﬁién ihey did Mrs., Leard rean out the door scre-ming,
with her émall baby in her arms. The boys shct her and
she fell close to the house. /Then the boys took the
baby from her 8TMS, threw it into the house on the bed,

and badly abused Mrs. Leard. They left her in the yerd

"all night. The hogs even came up‘ana ate some of her

‘flesh that night.

1

Her small children, four in &ll, the oldest being

_eight, stayed in the house all night alone. The next

!

morning the Chlldren ﬁqti?ied’ghe closest neighbors. At
firsg ihey thoﬁght the crime wes for robbery. waeer,
Mrs, Léar@‘had about sixty dollers tied around her waist
and the boys did not get it, )

Thls took place on Thursday night and 'Geesey was
captured the fqlldwing Sundey, neer the Indian church.
ﬁcGeesey denied everything, but he was hel & prisoner in
the ubstairé ofra:ﬁduse under'guard;

inother Indian boy sves errested, and he alsc denied

all knowledge of the crime. Then he was told if he would

teil where Simpson was tﬁey would relesse him. He told the .

guerd th i Simpéon would kill him, but they assured him
he houfd be safe. They made him go with them to Simpson's

aunt near hewoka. Yhen they reached the house, Simpson

——

NI}
i
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was inside but wouldn't open the door. Sem Pryor then

took a fence post and pushed the door down. Simpson was -
sitting there with his gun, butf he didn't offer to use it,

and when told they had come after him he surrepdered his .

-

¥

gun.,

The mob put a chain around his neck. and led him back
o . .\\ .
to where the crime was committed. Mr, Roper led him, and

he confedsed everithing tc Mr. Roper. ‘ &

Then the men told McGeeséy that Sigpsgg had confessed,
’ ‘P
their own language

and =fter they talkeéd- to each othrer i
\

they both confessed to. the crime.
Théir‘stqry corresponded vith what the childrén had'

told. The two oldest children dlso identified the boys

a8 tﬁe~ones?wno‘pame into the Aouse that night with the g .

Mr. Roper,.Mr. Martin, é*Sam}Pryor; who was captain
\.‘ ) -~

.0f the mob, were appointed fto teke the lead in the mob 'of

4

gbout one hundred and fifty men. ’ ‘ o _ e

Nr, Martin was the /athér of Mrs. Leard, and Mr. Leard

? *

‘and Mrs, Roper were fir#% cousins.

RS
N

-After the boys co fessed,-they were tékeﬁ and put on

. . . / e .
.a chain, one on one end and one on thé ‘Gther.,  This wag -~ -, oo

wrapped arbhnd a tree, and -the brush from an 0ld church arbor
was used to burn, .them. There were three preachers in the mob,

Reverend Butterfield, Reverend Hodge, and Reverend Guinn. o .

,Reverend Hodge w-s called on to pray but he refused, saying

he could not pray for them. Then a Mr, Mathis was called on >
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»
- »
o
: -4 - ;
. N N
>

and he prayed for them, He was not a preacher but a .*

-

very religious men. After he had finished the boys™

were givenaa~é§hgée'to'pr6y. They did, in their .own

légguagé. They were burned nesr Maud, close to vaere

. they had kilieghgge woman.

The Government then filed kidnapping charges .

~

against thé mob. Nelson M.”Jones, a United States

Mérshel, got twenty years and served. his <time at
Jefferson City, Missouri. &indrev Mathis end kont
Ballard got ten yeers-«% Ft. Leavenvworth, Kaﬁsasl Sam

Q
Pryor@and Bi?ﬁ‘lvqnhoe got three years at Leavenwocrth,

Kansaa; but only served twenty:one‘munths.\after he was

. . . . T
sentenced he was given a-leave of absence to go home
~

- ¢

and make his cfop.

A reward of $1000.00 wes put up by the United Stetes

.Governmentr for the ariest of Sem Pryor, Bipd Ivanhoe and

C. H. Roper. Mr. GHopér said about the hardest work he

*

; ever di¢ w s|{when he was scouting to keep from being

rd

.- \
arrested. Dick Cough, United Stetes Marshal, took Roper

to Muskogee t0 jail. He had wired aheed tpat he had

- - -~ - - A A

three prisoners, Mr. Hoper and tvo horse. thieves, so he
NG

was met by other officds. Mr. Roper had asked the marshal

t0 do him .ne favor and the Marsheal hed asked him what
he.wanted. lir., Roper told him that he had.a cousin . .

living in Miskogee and he wented, the marshal to take him

‘Y . «
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