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John F . Daugherty,
Investigator.
November 30, 1937.

Interview wi th I.ir. 0. V. Robertson,
Route 2, Sulphur, Oklahoma.

My parents were V.'. H. Robertson,born in J.l%bama,and

Bess Ann Gochran,born in I l l i n o i s . Father was a shoe

and* boot maker. There were six children in our family.

I was born in'Arkansas January 28, 1870.

I walked from Arkansas' to San Bois Town in the Choo-

taw Nation in 1888. ,t was looking for a job and I stopped

east of San Bois Town near Iron Bridge at the hone of a

ful l blood Chootaw Indian b} the name of Kizzey Barnett*

I stayed- a l l night ther-e and the next morning.Mr, Barnett-1

hired me to haul feed and look after his oa t t le . ' I -re-

ceived .$15.00 a month and my board.

We got our groceries at Fort.Smith and went to Casher,

no longer in existence, for-.cur mail, a^ i s t ance 'o f t h i r -

teen miles. The mail can£ from<>Fart Smith to Skulleyville

in a hack and was brought across to Casher on a horse.

There were very few white people there at that t ime.

The Indians were friendly after they^ became acquainted but
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the3' were slow about making f r i ends . But wnen t'iey l iked

a person they would accommodate him in any way they c -aid.

- I i>ut the f i r s t ferry across San 3ois Creek west of

, Iron Bridge nee.r Kardma. I t had reined for C/Sys auo the

creek was Mghv Pe" pie- were camped on both s ices waiting

• for the'trfct^r to subside sc they could c ross , to. Barnett

had quit-p a pi I t of lumber and I asked niiL i4 I might make

a .ferry -to carry those people across the creek.. The boat

WfiS jus t loaf enou^. to put a teaE across*

We put the teax. ac ross , triei. ro l led the wagon on by

man power and took i t acrosu. I charged fron. 25^ to 50^

' for,r«§ach team and wagon« I cnarged those ^ho looked pros-

perous -il.00 to o ross ,ou t ' t hose w;ic look'ed as i f they did

not have ir.u/r. o? t h i s v?orld»s goods p;ot across for 25£.

"i/3e l a t e r b u i l t a la rger ooat iBhich. T?OJUC carr;. a

teair. and. wagon a.t the same t ime.

One ,day Cherokee Bi l l tTied to swim the creekt He

• couldn ' t get" across so he had to come t o me to be f e r r i e d

across.- I charged hire 50? and he d i d n ' t have any money.
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He l e f t his Winchester with me and said he would- return-

in a few days to redeem i t but he d i d n ' t come back, so

the Winchester became my property. " *~&

.One-d&y. I put a wagon load of prisoners across fa?

Bass Reeves, 8 United States Marshal. »

There was a t o l l gate east of Skulleyville^on the

Fort-Smith road} which was called Gary Lane-. . I t was

named af ter a white man who lived in t h i s v i c i n i t y . •

There was a dreadful mud hole on th i s road which became

impassable.- Some of the Indians l i v ing near cut poles

and covered the mud hole with them so that wagons coo^d

drive across . They then p u t ' a bar across the road and

b u i l t a log cabin for a t o l l co l lec tor to l ive in and

they charged a t o l l of 25^ for wagons to cross .

I worked for John Gunter . for .several years . He

made h i s money by taking Indian ponies into Arka| |»s

and trading them for o a t t l e which he brought back to

the Terr i tory to fa t ten for the market.
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I worked for Campbell Russell on his ranch in the

Cherokee'Nation near the present s i t e of Warner. Camp-

bel l was a fine brave man. One day he received a ti'p

that a horse.thief was coming his way. The cowboys

were a l l on the range -so Campbell went out' ah'd .hid' in -

the grass near a . t ra i l which the thief would t rave l .

Campbell wore a large pair of :nittens and carried a

very small six-shooter in the palm of his hand inside

the right mitten. He stayed in hiding a l l night waiting

for the thief.

Just at- daybreak the thief rode byf Campbell came

frcm his place of seclusion and told the man to "hunt

the .a i r r t . When the man got; h is hands in the a i r he was

told to dismount and Campbell took his firearms. The

thie-f had three horses with him. He asked Campbell which

court he was working for and was told that he was .working

for Campbell Russell.

Campbell said, nAs' long as men like you are at l iber ty

to s tea l our horses and cat t le we can' t have anything. I'm
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going to turn you over to the Federal jail at Muskogee."

The"thief said, "You have made a man of me. This s

is mi last trip,"

Campbell took the thief and horses to Muskogee. The

horses were returned to their owners before they knew of

their loss. The thief was put in jail, later tried and

sent to the penitentiary. While he was in prison he wrote

a letter to Campbell,thanking him for what he had done and

promising to live the life of a good citizen after his

prison term was ended.

V/hile I was working for Barnett, Belle Starr and her /

crowd came out from Younger's Bend,near Briar Town on the /

Canadian ̂ Rr^er^ttrrob a full blood Ohoctaw Indian who / /

lived west of San Bois Town. He owned many cattle and.was

quite wealthy;. His name was Carney. He told the band that

he had no money. They hanged him but he still insisted he

had no money. They hanged him the third time and still he

said he had no money.

They finally put the rope around his wife's neck and

hanged her. They pulled her up and let her down twice. "•
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The old Indian a t i l l maintained that he'had no money.

The third time they pulled his wife up she looked as

if she were dying. The old Indian calmly said, "Let he

down, I give i t my money." f

They l e t the,old woman down and she was unconscious.

They worked with her un t i l she regained consciousness and

the old Indian went and dug up $800.00 in gold which he

had buried fox safe keeping.

I was married to Slvira Kenneeley near Skulleyville

in 1895,
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