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ROBERTSON, C. V. INTERVIEW. #9349

John F. Daugherty,
Investigator.
Novenber 30, 1937.

Interview with Lr. C. V, Robertson,
Route 2, Sulphur, Oklahoma.

My pareuts were V. H., Robertson,born in .lgbama,and
Bess Ann Cochran,born in Illinois. Father was a shoe
and boot maker. There were six children in our faily.

1 was born in Arkansas,Jamuary 28, 1870.
TRy »

I walked from ~rkensas to San éois Town in the/éhoo&
‘taQ‘Natiod in 1888, :&-ﬁagulopking for a job and I stopped
. east of San Bois Town near iron Bridge at the pgme.of 2
full blood Chootaw Indian by the name of Kizzey Barnett.

-I stayed All night there anﬁ the pext'morning,Mr. Ba;néttJ.

-

“hired me to haul feed and look after his'éatiie.' I re-
ceivei $15;OO a month,and?my board.._ :

' We got our grocéries at Fort Smith and went to Casher,
no longef i; exisfencé, for -car mail, a,disténce’of thir-
teen miles. The mail came from,Fart Smith to Skulleyville
*in a hack Aﬁd was brought across to Casher 6n & horse. \

There were very few white people there at that time,

~ The Indians were friendly after they became acquainted but

-
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they were slow about making friends. But when tqey liked

& person they would zccommodete him iz sny wey they ¢ uld.

3
~

«I put the Tirst ferry across Sen Bols Treek west of
. Itor 3ridgpe neer Kanime, It zad reinec¢ for ¢8ve aua the

~

ereek was righ. Pe'1le were campe@ or both sices waiting

.for the wet-r to subside s: they cou ¢ crose. Mhr. Barnett

¥

-~

heé ¢uite & pile of lumber anc I asked nim i I might meke

e ferry %0 carry those peocple across the creek. The ooat

wes juet long enough t0 put a team across.

e put the %tean across, ther rolled the wagor on by

‘.

mar power and took it acrosu. I charged fram 20¢ to S50¢

forﬂégsf;?eam ané wagon. . charged tinose wic 100ked pros-
perous S1.00 to0 oross,out’taose wac logked as if they dia

pot heve much 0T this world's goods got across for 25¢.

We later built & larger »0at which. wo2.c carr. a

tear and. wsgon at the same time. .

. One .day Chexokee Bill tried t0 swim the creek. He

. ¢ f [Y .
. couldn't get across so he had to0 come t0 me t0 be fer:i;

across.. I cherged him 50¢ anc he didn't have any money.

'y ,

15

£

)



- 16
o ,

. -
< o bl . 0 M

ROBERTSON, . V. . INTERVIEW. & #9349,

*

He left his Winchester with me and said he would return.

in a few days to redeem it but he didn’'t come back, so

the ¥Winchester became my property. ) %

Ome~day. I put a wagon loed of prisoners across far

Bass Reeves, & United States Marshel. -

a

There was a t0ll gate east of Skulleyville<on the

Fort-Smith road, which vas called Gary Lane. . It was

[~

named after a white man who lived in this vicinity.~

-

There wes a dreadful mud hole on this road which became
.impassablgf Some of the Indians living near cut poles

and covemed the mud hole with them so that wagons could

£

drive across. They then put 'a bar aeross the road and
L4

built 2 log cabin for a toll colLséfzgfto'live in and
théy cherged a toll of 25¢ for wagons to cros;.,

I worged for Jolin Gunter for.several years. He
made his money by teking Indian ponies inte Arkagggs
and treding them for cattle which he brought back(}g‘

the Territary to fatten for the markét.
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I worked for Campbeil Russell on his raneh in the
Cherokee’Nation near the present site of Warﬁqr. Camp-
bell was a finq brave ﬁén. One day-he received a ﬁfp
that a horse thief was coming his way. The powboyg

were a}l on the rangs-s0 Campbeil_went cut'anﬂlgid'inu

the grass near a trail which the thiéf would fravel.

Campbell wore a large pair of mittens and carried a

the right mitten. He stayed in hiding all night waiting
for the thief. ‘

Just at daybreak the thief rode by, Campbell camé
fram his place of seclusion and told the man t¢ "hunt
the air", When the man got his hands in the air he was

-

told to dismount and Campbell took his firearms. The
tﬁief had three horses with him. He asked Campbell which
.court he was working for and was told that he was.ﬁo;king
for Campbeli Rgssell.

Gampbell aaié, "As long as men like you aré at liberty

t0 steal our horses and cattle we can't have anything. I'm

very small six-shooter in the palm of his hand iniige ST
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ROBERTSON, C. V. " INTERVIEW. #9349,

going to turn you over to the Federal jail at Muskogee."

Thé;thief said, "You have made a man of me. This
is my last trip." ‘

'Campball took the thief and horses to Muskogee. The
horses were returned to their ownérs before they knew of
their loss. The thief was put in jail, later tried and
sent to the pegitentiary. Whils he was in pri;on hs wrote
e 1ett§r to Campbell, thanking him for what he had done and
promising to live the life of & good citizen after his
prison term was ended.

While I was wquing'fbr Barnett, éélle Starr and_her

erowd came out from Younger's Bend,near Briar Tewn on the

Canadian'?f?@r;tv*rub'a full blood Choctaw Indian who

~

lived west of San Bois Town. . He owned meny cattle and.was -~

qui te WBalthx.\ His neme was Carney., He told the band that

. he had no money. They hanged him but he still insisted he

had 'no money. They ﬁanged him the third time and still he

s

said he had no money.

They finally put the rope around his Wife's neck and
hanged her. They pulled her up and let her down twice.
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The old Indian 81111l maintained that he:had no ﬁoney.

The third time they pulled his wife up she looked as

[

if she were dying. The 0ld Indian calmly said, "Let he
.down, I give it my money." p/,

. /
The§ let the old woman down and she was uncanscious.
They worked with her Qntil she regained consciousness and
the ¢ld Indtan went and dug up $800.00 in #014 which he
had buried for safe keeping. |
I was married to ®lvira Kenneeley near Skulleyville

<

in 1895,
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