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,Intérview Witi Wiliiah,T. Rogers
Edmond Oklghoma’
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) In the.year 1828, I moved to a farm bLetween Tahlequah
gnﬁ Fort Gibson, with my parents from Baldwyn, }Mississippi.
I was.ten yearg‘oid at that time. This was called the Chero-

kee Nation then. W%e lived on what was known as "Fourteen

mile Creek", we stayed there until 1889,
- On Aﬁril llth,\we.started for E&mond.' Wie drove two
covered vagons with'a yoke of oxen ﬁitcﬁed to eesch c#e.
We brought all our household furniture and provisions “1t2,
gq,‘ %e hed to leave our'stéve«becau;e we had no room in
"the-éagnns. . S
Eight miles west of Muskogee we met two men with

their families, Cope and Johg'cartér, who also were

oﬁEthe%r way % Eamond. ,Ihey,too, wete 4riving oxen. We
joined them o contindte the trip. We traveled steadily,
camping only long enough to eat and éIeep awhile. Ve

srrived gn the line Saturday, April 20th. .We camped on a
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Créﬁ§/ 1til Monday April 22nd, then started the run.
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My fathér, sister and myséif placed our flags three

miles north of Edmond. Father and my sister staked claims .

in the same section), while I was in the next. I had been very

0

gick with chills, and the day I was supposed © file my claim
. 0

I wgé'an able to attend/It. Dr. Wood Howard bagd come out to.
, ) p
see me and he offered me $60 for it. 4s we needed maney so

“badly I sold it to. him. After my folks had their cleims

straightened out, I bought a sod nlow and sced to plant so

—

we eould starh meking & c¢rop orn ny sisterts place.

fie 1ived in a shelter made from the cenvas we had used

.

orn the wagons. 48 we had no stove we had 10 gogk over an
open fire. e had long legged kettles and skillets, that

! .
We pleced.in the hot coals. I sold two of 4the ozen {0 help

3
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pay expenses until we harvestéd a crop., ifter a whilé wve

cut ldgs and built cabins on both cleims.*

g ‘vg lived mostly on beans and turnips. Several months -

-,

e
A}ater we btought & ¢dw and had our own milk and butter. The
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second yesr we raisasd hogs and chickens. We did all our . .

plowing with a yoke of oxen.
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ur place. .
~ A man nemed Ed Pelden worked for hime. iHc always
ted lMr, Grant's place. Une day idr. Grant wos nissing.

. It was su posed he hed gone avey. 3everal weeks later

-~

oxen for $i00.00.~ Ve took that money and went to the.

n&%t efn parf of Gklshoms and bought quite & few Indian

LN

__We_drdve our cattle over the 01d Chisholm Trail. The

R T e

was under Martial law.untll Statehood,in 1907.

ke

Charley Grant had filed on a claim one mile west of:

Ed
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While Father end §,s£tended to cur cattle business
~ my younger brothers did,/ the faming. They raised oats,
wheet c~d broomecorn. JIn 1895 there was e terrible droutkh.
No one raised a thing that year. ‘
Because I had not filed on my cleim, I was entitled
40 make the run at the Cheygnne an@ arapsho opening. I
made the tri'p, but was too late to stake a claim. The
Chemk;e Strip was opened in 1893, s¢ I decided to try
for that. I rode thirteen miles on borse-back in fd??y
mizutes but I had no luck there. Then I made the run at
the Sac and Fox ;pex;ing, but hed no luek. «’ir;en the Kicka-
poo re;.ermt/{c;n was opened, ‘I thouzht I would %ry once
— mo;'ebuLI_ selectied scere 1 Terd. so lest oud ag,el_"

. \ }l \~ . '
then ve first came here in 1889 we trevele. o-.er
' ' ~. O

an old 3ac and Fox Indian Trail. _— o

John Carter carried Mgil from the railroad to

various mland"tomzs. This wass called the Star }ail Route.
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He rode harsebsck in winter, and drove a buckboard ia summer.
' A stage staﬁd was located at bkmulgéb, the halfway
station between Muskogee aéd the Sec and Fo? Agency.
¥y mother did all her own Spinning and weaving.. She
made ali the cloth gqr'our clothes. '
1 remember well the day Carrie Nation came to id- »
é@nd with her hatgﬂ;f to Gemolish the saloons. |
I ﬂityesaed quite é few Indian Stomp’danceét; Théy
wore, the Stomp daﬁﬁes of the Sﬁawnee, Sac and Fox Indiens. '
'We were driving cattle about three miles east of
Wallston ﬁhen)somevhones fell out of aﬁtree on us. Jn
investigating wé féund seﬁerai‘ske;etoﬁs of4ind§én9..
e wers tolé the:Iowa Tribe always placed theirx dead‘on
scaffolds-ir the tree tops.
Wy graﬁdfathér,eﬁr. Enoch Lengford, came over the
"irail of Tears”™ from North Carclina witp some Indians in

1836,



