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Mr. Grant Foreman . Wyandotte, Oklahoma.
Muskogee, Oklahoma ' .September, 1938,

Interview with Lena Rcfbitaille
Wyandotte, Oklahoma,' By letter.

About a year a t> Miss Nannie Lee Burns came to me for our

^eneology. She said, she was writing for you. She ./ave me a

copy several months later, I asked hrr to correct some oarts.

She would change the subject when I requested her to write

it correct, misconstruing in several "olaces. I desire you

to correct what'she wrote. I am seeding you the truth.

Our great grandfather was Hob*ert Robitaille from Montreal

who married Isaac Zanefs ( Englishman ) daughter, Elizabeth

Zane. Robert Robitaille and Elizabeth Zane Robitaille had

two sons who.were our grandpas, Robert Grant Robitaille, born

in Logan County, Ohio, in 1604, who was our mammafs father,

and James Narcissa Robitaille who was our papa's father. They

had one sister who,married Isaac Gardner, English officer.

James Narcissa Robitaille was born in Logan County, Ohio, in

18,06. I have mamma*s father*s Bible published in 1832 with .

all our records of Robitailles born in the United States.

Robert G. Robitaille was educated as a lawyer and James

Narpissa Robitaille was educated as a doctor and remained in
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Canada, The h i s t o r y s a id , he came t o Ohio t o find h i s f a t h e r ' s

grave. Our great grandfather came to Logan County, Ohio, a s

ea r ly a8 1793 ( f i r s t merohant of Zaneetown, south p a r t ) . He •

and Isaac Sane were f i r s t s e t t l e r s i n Logan County. Isaac Zane

built bis fort here for trouble end distress during t" e

Revolutionary War; he'was married about this time, Isaac Zane

bought 1600 acres of land in that county, remained there until

he died. As late as 1876 General Kennedy informed the writer

he and Dr. James Robitaille visited this burial ground and

discovered the grave of thefirst mershant, Mr, Robitaille,

Isaac Zane was taken by Wyandottes when nine years old,

Robert Gardner was an Englishman, who came on t e Mayflower from

England about 1607, I knew three generations of Robert Gardners ;

first was an Englishman who was a cousin to papa end mamma. Ht

was a large man and had my blue eyes and oray hair . He was Indian

Commissioner when I was 5 years old. fie desired to take me in the

East with him, His son, Robert Gardner, was in the Go-varnment

service at Haskell Inst i tute , Then the third Robert Gardner was

a decided blond as his mother was- a l l had blue eyes,

I believe papa's jfiSjbner was Robert Grant's sinter; he was

'an English Educator at Sinnepeg. I believe Grants were English-

Scotch, He gave a l e t t e r of recommendation to our grandfather,
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Robert Grant H o b i t a l l l e , saying ha was f ree from a l l v ice and
>

of amiable disposit ion. I t was addressed to Reverend Pierre

Robitail le, Montreal, written June 5, 1818. I t ia 120 years

old. I retain t h i s l e t t e r . Mamma's father and papa's father

were brothers. Papa told me his forefathers came on an

English sai l ing vessel in t h e early history of th i s New World,

America. The Captain of the English vessel changed Robeteau

to Robitai l le . He knew Jim and George McGannon who went t o

school with papa and h i s folks said they were the best class \
\

of people that he knew in Canada. Jim told W. A.

and my husband the same. Jim McGannon desired t o marry our

sister Ju l ia . Jim talked of papa's renowned folks everytime

we seen" him.

Isaac Zane and his brother Jonathan Zane were taken by

Wyandottes as they returned from school at Morrisfield, Virginia.

Their father was an English gentleman, who cane with William Perm

to Pennsylvania in 1682 from England* he l a t e r married a school

teacher and moved to Virginia near the Potomac River. In Howe's

Historical Collection of Ohio, Muskingum Company, Lyman C, Draper

says Zanes Family were gentlemen, descendants of a Mr. Zane, who

accompanied Wm. Penn from England of his province .to Pennsylvania
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in 1682. Robert Grant R o b i t a i l l e was uamma*s fa ther who Darried

Jul ia Barnard. She was an English g i r l .

About t h e Wyandotte Mission h e r e , Wyandottea l a i d out 160

acres f o r Wyandotte Mission ( not papa) . I t was Will Darraugh

not John Darraugh tha t was one of Town Company here , John had

f i r s t hardware s tore he re . S i l a s Armstrong was one of Company;

he was a descendant of t h i s Zane family* The Quakers were the

f i r s t miss ionar ies here on the 160 acres of land above mentioned.

I went t o school t h e r e . Dr. Kirk was super in tendent , h i s wife

Rachel and daughter Ethel were wi th him. L izz i e Test was

teacher . Their works were good. The United S t a t e s took over

th i s mission afterward and did good work a l s o . X was in school

there also- then .

I d i d n ' t say , "You see we a re mostly French and Wyandotte".

We are a s much English a s French and only 1/32 Wyandotte through

Isaac Zane's wife , who was one-half French and one-half Wyandotte.

Isaac Zane*s wife was Chief Forbe ' s daughter, who captured Caval ie r

La Durante's wife and daughter ; he kept t he daughter and married

her. Myerrah was t h e i r only c h i l d . La Durante fs daugnter was

a l l whi te , she d ied a f t e r Myerrah was bo rn .
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Isaac Zane was captured by another tr ibe who was a^out

to burn him at the ai,ako\ Myerrah saved htm. He said, "If'

you l ive among my people 1*11 Harry you." She went along

with him to Ebenezer Zane's and were married next day. *

Ttead "-Betty Zane", Zane Grey's f i rs t book. Inspired by

repeated stori.es of^his gran<?:aother, Betty Zane, the heroine

of Fort Henry who carried the powder to the fort" from Ebenezer

Zane's home. He was Colonel Ebenezer Zane, the En~iis,h officer

at the Fort Henry. When we had this in history, I jumped.but

of my seat and said, "This is our Aunt Elisabeth Zane, who1

carried that powder through the. bat,tie". ' Teacher said, "fell

us about i t . " I said, "She jj3.pur great great ^rQ.ndr>a's sister',

Elizabeth Zane, Grandpa said she put the powder in.^.tahl.e^.clo.th.'

and oarried i t in her apron through the hattle to sa^e her people

and their country. .Elizabeth Zane who marrie_i tiie f i r s t Bobitaille

in Ohio was one quarter Wyandotte, and white t.hro'ugh her grandma,

Cavalier Durante's child and white through Isa«c Zane, a l l

white. Elizabeth Zane was one fourth aad our ^tandpas one-.eighth
• * . " • . ' * " ' ' ' . -

and papa and mamma »ne-sixteenth, leaving us 1/32 Wyandotte. I .

never deny my forefathers English and French. Papa didn't , why

should I Hit we are a l l born Americans. We don't have to be .

Indians toTtoiericans, do we?
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I t was. through Re*bjltaille3 and not Zanes, we were connect-

ed or. spec ia l fr iend^ of iueen Vic to r ia , Zanes were never in

Canada as ,1 know of*- ^utegn Vic tor ia gave papa ' s s i s t e r Mrs,

U. E. Archarobeau a trunk fu l l of do l l c lo thes she siade he r se l f ,

and a do l l t o go" with i t as a remembrance.

'Many-of uapa ' s people in Canada were mi s s iona r i e s . I heard .

£ueen Vic tor ia cams on a secre t mission t o Canada. . Mr. Archapabeau
* - ••> ' -

was p r inc ipa l of t h e Montreal schools' in. 1880. - rte have t h r e e

pic tures of Mr. ArohambeW, h i s wife and c h i l d r e n ; a l s o , P r e v p s t ' s

people, they were English people . Papa said hio r>@o-ole b u i l t mis-

sions in Canada, in no r theas t , Indians were housed, clcthfed.j, fed

and schooled in early."-d ays i e s p e c i a l l y t h e Hurons now c a l l e d

•.yandottea. ' . ' • . ' , . ' . '" . '

Robert. R o b i t a i l l e , r randpa, a s lawye;r wrete th ree or four

t r e a t i e s for V/yandottas from Ohio''about 184.2 or a f t e r , where

mm was bora in Loga.n pounty a t Bellej^fontaine, Ohio, in 184'2»

Grandpa did much' w r i t i n g fo r white pedple a l s o t t e t were nea,r.

•̂  kept sovera l^of h i s l e t t e r s w r i t t e n - i n 1850 some years % "

later. •• 0 "' -, •

^e have'in our-family.aLbun a Mr. Marquette, who papa said^

was well respected and a good,man. fie .is dressed as. a prie.st .
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in c i t i z e n s c l o t h e s . I found on item of Father Marquafcte who"

as a missionary b u i l t many schools in Canada and the United

States and where t h e canal Has b u i l t . La te ly I j u s t glanced

in our family album—This p i c tu r e mentioned i s Mon.Marquette.

The Zanes s e t t l e d along the Ohio River. They &re a noted

family back Eas t . I f ve received l e t t e r s from authors who d e s i r -

ed some h i s t o r y of them. Itt Ohio-. Aunt Mary Ann long ?/ho was

English a l s o , who married her cous in , Jim Zane, t o l d ne consider-

able of our r e l a t i o n s in Virginia-and 'Aest Vi rg in ia , where they

were b o m and,raised." X know t h e i r son v&o i s now over 80 years

old, s t i l l a l i v e and qu i t e a c t i v e . He hus, blue eyes und ic^k.»

brovm h a i r , not ye ry gr&y. I knew Aunt Mary Ann*r b ro thers s l s o ,

Jim, Irwin and William Long's f ami l i e s . £ read Longs were a.'noted

family in,.England. Aunt Mary" Ann srte me a d i sh brought from

England by her grandma. I t may be 300 years o ld . I t i s of se

colors l i k e an aga t e . Mamma had a lamp s i m i l a r , .English war©.

X have an English ware p l a t e wi th the Crovra on back. 'Beneath

(Blue Crown) i s J , M, and another p lace a c i r c l e Mehlem Rhein

FranzanV FAM
6 . " ,

v .. Bonn , ( •
I ldyass A« B,

• * r ; e

This blue $agiish ware plate was given/when I was 14 yea^s old.
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Our matron, Mrs. Lultain. .̂ ave i t to me for taking charge of

gfrls in school, for «ood service* They told me i t was a

valuable p la te , t o take good care of i t . I t*s not cracked

or nicked nowhere yet. I*ve used i t lor several years. I t

is 47 years old.'

The l e t t e r of reconsieniation is 120 years old. Isaac

Zane bu i l t Zanesfield and his brothsr Colouel Jbenezer Zone

built Zanesville in Ohio. These are on t - e ndw travel naps*

Every year the t o u r i s t s v i s i t Zanesfield for a play* the

neighbors give, representing Isaac Zane and his wife and t h e i r

romance in &anesfield, Ohio,

Monument of Isaac Zane was hewed from a lk>lder Rock and

a brass plate i s attached "celling his tory; a l so , of .^reat grand-

pa Robitail le f i r s t merchant and other Tamd~u3 bui ldersThere .
A

Elizabeth Zane*s monument i s at <Vhe l ing as the heroine of that

place and Fort !»enry.

• Doctor Vigers and Maud Vipers are pictured in our family

album also.. . Dr ^Tigers' pye^ are very blue and his hair* is l ight

or very gray« v

The Prevosts a l l s^era to , ave blue or <;ray eyes. The Zanes

that were old a l l were t a l l and slender with bluest blue eyes.

I knew three of the Zane3 men, ffillfam, Ebenezerv). and Uncle Isaac.

They showed t h e i r English every wa"y—all nice looking.
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I never denied ay United S ta t e s Ci t i zensh ip^ne i ther did

our pa ren t s , I say we have God over us-end "In God we Trus t " ,

our t r i b u t e , '^he Fa i th of our Fathers and Our Forefa thers -

Re upectful ly
Lena R o b i t a i l l e ,

I ' v e been gleaning genealogy and h i s t o r y of our forefa thers

since 1931, Do you buy h i s t o r y of above? I can wr i t e of e a r l y ' V-

times a s I f ve read considerable and have h i s t o r y of same, I ' l l

s e l l you wr i t ings or h i s t o r y of e a r l y days . No one e l se takes

the i n t e r e s t but I . What would you pay? Of e a r l y Canada and

United S t a t e s . I*ve 4 or 5 books belonging to our p a r e n t s .

Papa and mamma came from Kansas about 187E. They had a

9 ro.oa p las te red frame house then. They sold t h e i r farm and

home and came here to buy land . They bought 300 acres from

Henry Charles , Wyandotte Indian . Theymade improvements, b u i l t

8 room frame p las t e red house, b ig double barn, corn barns and

chickea house, l a t e r a smoke house to keep meat and vegetables

and s tore room. Orchard set ou t , farm a l l i n . They were con-

sidered some of t h e best farmers he re . They r a i s e d l o t s of

c a t t l e , hogs and plenty*of horse? and once had 800 head of sheep,

chickens, ducks and t u r k e y s , a l l kinds of vegetables needed.
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Papa set our wild blackberries along our fences. They were

immense and best flavored- he ferti l ized and cultivated them.

When we were children hazelnuts were plentiful. >'*e gathered

them by the bushels near home, a-lso walnuts and !iickorynut3.

Papa would sometimes^i.ve apples away by wagon loads.* lie would

sell them in big towns to merchants.


