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" A HBSTORY OF THE WICHITA INDIANS:

The Wichita Indians have been known by meny .
gifferent names but they ere all one and the sams
tribe. By that I mean they are all blood felated.

The different names this tribe hes been known
by areas follows: SkiBdl Pawnees: They were called
thia when thqy ‘nved by the Pawnseas. They were
oalled Skiddi because they would not stay in one
place and marry smong any other tride, other than
the Wichita tribe.

Tejas: They were calléd "Tejas"” when they
lived in Texas. Tdjas mesning corn. The Wichitas
raised much corn.-

Jumano: -They were called Jumano ‘oxr "Jumsno®
meant drummer, end the Wichitas slways called their
tribe together by drums. : -

Panis Piques: They were called this by the
Franch, ,

Pawnee Picts: Cealled this by the English when
they lived by the Pawnces. ’

Doksnas: Cslled Pokanas by the Comanches for
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Dokanas meant "Derk House” and the Wichites lived
in dark houses $grass huts.) |

Wancho-tan;£ They were first given this ﬁame
by the Osages. Leter the Caddoes called them by the - *
sems nhare whicﬂ they adopted from the Osages.

Kitty-Xid=-Aige or Kitty~kid~ace: Tﬁis is what
the Wichitas celled themselves, meaning "raccoon eyed®
4n the Wichits langusge,

i Keschi: The work "Keechi™ means red shield, The

¥ichitas carried e red shield. )

Tewaconiea: They were called this because it
zeant red hill Indianas, ~

¥aco: They were called this by the Ms=zicans es
the Mexicans could not proncunce wWichita, thus they
gav; them the nsme "Waco."

They were also known by the name "Qngchitas"
which wea the Féench‘pronunciation of Wichi te.

;Tﬁo four es now in existence the ¥acos,
owancord, xee::7 end Wichite are all the same tribe
“;ndﬁire hlood relateé. They are oaslled these 4if-

4

ferent nemes on account of the fact that they sep-

+

arated and in the different parts of the country to

which they migrated they  were known by these dif-

L}
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RELIGION
The Wichitas believed in a Supreme Being. They
never did worship 4{dols as some of the other tribes
dd, They believed that sll evil dled with the body;
that if a Wichita sinned during hig 1ife, thet at
deet™ these sins also dieds In other words, all
Wichite Indieiis went to Heeven. They did not believe
in b;.;rying snything in the grave of the deceased to
be used at the Happy Hunting Ground. They were
‘egainst adultery, lﬁng and stealing, —
MARRIAGE
When a member gf}the Wichita Tribé wished to

marry, the grendmother and mo;her of the bride would

4G5

éo o the one vho wished to zerry thetr zirl. "Théy
would find out if he was capable‘of caring for the
girl., That is, if he wes & good hunter anci a goqd;
farmer, Also if ho werscepeble of cering for her
people; that ia, if ghe fmd -been supporting her
témily prior to thig timc, The young man hed to be a
" Wichita Indiaﬁ, ;as they were strong beli,everé in
narrying in their own tﬁbe, and thought it a grest

sin to marry out}\ide of the $ride, for they trusted
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no other tribe, After marriasge in case of the death
of either, the aurv;vigg one would cut the hair off .
_ shorts And ‘they were not allowed to take another mate
until the hair had grown back to‘ita‘original length
et the %ime of the deeth., If their love was great for
the dsceased mate, then the helr was cut very closeq"

<

but in *ha event thz love was not so grest, then the .-
hair was not cut so short. |

A1l single men in the tFibe wore bands around
thi wrist to sigqiff the fact that they were single,
At mertiage this bané was clipped offe. _.

| FARMING

The women did all the farming, end they were

the 6683 of the femily. Not only in the famly circie

were they the boss dut in every phése of life., The

women would plant corn in hills gbout five feet
apart, and they vould put seven grains of corn in

eech hole; o mors, no less. {(Field vorker's Note:

I do not know why this Rumber of grains were put in

~

each hole, and have never been able to £ind out)s Then -

Y
PR PRt S

probably efter they got throughiplanting they would

go off on a hunting trip or visiting end would rot
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,‘-roturn until 1_:heir croi: was reedy for harvest. When
they returned the women would harvest ‘the crop. Then

they .would put t);eir harvest of corn, pth@l%’-ins and
other pi-odu:ts in their caches. This pia‘nting and
resping meant much hard work for the women.(and for
this reason they were most careful 1n‘ hiding it so
that no other tribe would find {t, And for this
reason no other tribe but their own was allowed to
know whers theae caches wers located,

CACHES
When unlding their foods or vellable property

" they would éig 2 hole in the ground eight feet: deep
and three feet in diameter a? the top. A%t the botitom
it was large enough for s large size man to ’lay dém
in, It wae jug shaped, and many things could be put
in t}he“ cache., After digging the hiding place they
would. allow it to stend for some ?wo or three days in
order for the dirt to harden, ;l')iey'they would cover
the bottom ¥ith a buffalo hids, them cover this hide .
with straw. They they would put in the different
articles which they wished to store. Then they would

gover this with straw, end them cover this atraw with

dirt. The dirt on top of the articles would probedly

-=Tp
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be three feet deep. Then they would take the original
grass that cems from the top of thie hole and stick
this up all around the top, mgking it impossible'to
Qoteet. It wgl impossible for water t? lesk &own on
the products, After they would hide their valusbles
no one but a Wichita was allowed to know where these
Cschea were locsted, as they truasted no other tribe.
Wpen they returned from their hunting trips they could
g0 to these caches and get their foods It would be
in just as good condition as when stored,

TATTOOING AMONG THE WICHITAS

The ¥Wichita tribe, instend of painting their

feces, tattooed them. 7The men tattomd their faces
to resepple a raccoon end the women to resemble bufe
faloes, Thus the name mt-zy?-;m-ace which the Wichitas
called themselves, meaning "Raccoon Eyed Indien". The
wichitas were tattoosed this way when_they we;e'small
children, and tﬁey kgpt this tattooingﬂtouched up
80 that it would be plainly visible from e distance.
The tatiooing wes done arcund the nvess The Indiens
fixed their faces this way in order to asppear funny,

so thet the other tribes, would lsugh at them. They

" did this to keep out of war with the other %ribes, and

v

- -
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to sppear funny so that they would have the good
"will of the other iribes. They thought if they put
on peint, 1t would signify thet’ they’;da‘aed to wer
on the oth;r Indiens, ao.tpey_nsed Battooing instead,

The women were tattooed io‘haie the appeerunée'
of e bufflio. This was so that they cauld essily
- d1stinguish women of thei# own tribe from that of
any other,

| GRASS- HOUSES

The Widhitas lived in grass housss, Thsy have .
quite a ceremoniel when they build these houses., The
_womén all kneel and pr;y when they start the construc-
tion of the house, and again have & prayer at its-
conpletion. ‘Ali Wichite grass hou;es are built fgcing
the eaat; and- the houaés were built with e oﬁe way
approach from the front; The reagson of the »ne way
from the front wes for'their\o'h.dofense against attaok.
-fhey would usually build these houses-agtigst the side 37“&_
of ' maunfain.'ant the;g”woulﬁ alad be & streem of iater' e

some diatancegin front of the huts, (Fiéld Worker's ﬁota:

There {8 only one'w1eh1ti Orass House left in this

B

50ction. It {8 located sbout iwo miles south and one
. = s
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milqng;;t of Gracemont, Oklagéﬁa).
A in el} otheriyqrguérnund the camp, the work ofA
-building the grass houselgas left to the voman.
.The foliowing information was copled from notes
of ¥r. Pratt, and should be of historical value in the
future sz the Indien language is fast dying outs
A study in Indlen lsnguage is rot dfferent from
that of an& other rece of people. Perhsps the Indien
has more §a§s of expresging his idess and thoughis than
the averege vhite man, Fe has not only =ords but signs
he cen use efficlently, either t¢lose at hand or when
ta; away, too far f:r the ear ¢ discern words spoken.
However, we cre interested only in the spoken langusge
of the Wichitas and those who have listed the Wichite
with the Caddoan linguistic stock, The Wichites
stoutly assert thst they ﬁb‘noz‘spaak the Caddo fongue;
even though the American Ethaologiesl Society thinks
80, Begle, the Gouneil of March 24, 1924, slected &
comul ttee on lsnguage and instructed i; %0 go 1o the
.bottom of this mntter and render its report when come
pleted. There were seven on that Q9mmittee; &8s Follows:
Dennis %arden, Chairmsn, Burgess Hunt Seger,‘;éllie
Collings, John Heddon, Albert Lorentz, Willis ‘Tho‘as

and C. H. Pratt. Others were selected later. This
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Commi ttee made its report in November, 1934, The

repors in part follows: Y : -
November 7, 1934, Report wazs made: h
The wo’d wes first pronounced meny times by each

of the Committee for the tEsnslator who was to spell

it as nearly correct ¢s possible. Each Syllable was

given careful going ovei'; until it was sepeareted into »

elementary sounds discerneble, lLetters from the Angloe

Saxon words were carsfully selected to represent such

sounds,. ’I‘herel ?r%mﬁé ;s?unds in the Sjiehita language

" wnich do not ocour in the Anglo-Saxon telk. We found

not one vord of the Caddo that was like that of the

Wichite in our findings of the comon objecis.

We herein 1ist meny of such camon terms.

Rnglish Words Wichita YWords _(same) Caddo Vords
Mckls Ne quats® kW Ei kes' he

Dime Ches' es cuddy Ko %hoa' te
Quarter Wwicht es cuddy Bit* ia cune
Half-dollar Tau’ wich is cuddy He' is cune
Dollayr Chus' dek kid eek Wish* & soon a
Five dollars Es' quits dek kid eek De'se kdn sun a

Commtent: Perheps these different Indiens became used to

money about the same time and invented the words Sor
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each kind. Hgd ﬁgey liﬁe language‘or been asscociated
vith eech other long enough, would there have been

* go vest & difference in thé gort of words in £6pre‘
senting the vefy eommon Ob ject--money? -

Close ingaatigatiune will convince the best
philologiats we have that the Wicﬁita,languege is
prigtine; énd 80 is thet ol the Caédc.: Yet, their
lancuuges are diffecrent 25 one vill discover between
the Letin end Creek; or the Gerxen end the English.
Nevgrtheléas. ve shall give 2 list of some half
hundred more of the very commonly used terms.

Englisgh Words Wickita @ordaﬁ Caddo Words

Gne .Ches ' wich'ohe

Two | ¥ite . Kt

Thres Teu' we Da' ho

Four De teu' quits Hew! eh

Five E-es'quits De® s& kun

Six ‘  *Kee' ya hess . an"kee

geven . Kes' ya wits Big' se ka .

"Eight " Zee! ye tau' & Dea' ho se' ka
Kine Chesg' ken' de He' weh se' ka

Ten ’ Es' kiddy aw eus' Be Nay! ah
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English vords

Water
Rain
wind

Stom

River
Tormado

Moon

Stars
Heaven
God
Devil
Chief
Indian
Buffalo
Wichita
Caddo
Comanche
Kicwa

* Apache

-—

11
Common names
i'fich’ita Wordz:
Zits' ze
Ta hlid' e us
New' & ghd
A wa!'! us wied
Heed' em

" Kaw' hs do

Its ka' & ko reh -

Wah or Yaah
Sah kit!
Be quid* ic¢

Ah' gue taught

Heu' que~thet-suk-ke

Na-~ah ne-~wah' cuddy gle

E de ah' eh

- -A hess' quate-sz
Dheht
i tty-kid-ace
Dhass? sot’

7 Naut staa' gls

Chus~kan' adag-caud

Kee-a nas
™
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Ceddo Vords

Ko?! ko

Nee o' we

0' to

But ah® nes me' ne
Ha' noc

Neth A' a

Put ten eh aw
‘Nish

Haw' no

éﬁ’ quas

Hit o

Ah hi' we
Ke~0 skorn
Ka' dee

Hi no hats' no

Wee-cha-taw
Hew sen' na
So!' to

uat & wa

Kunt' gse
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Delaware
Cheyenne
Arapeho
Negro

Uncle

Aunt

Boy

Ginrl

¥hite men
White woman

Bow

vsw,

Arroyi-
Tobaceo
Pipe
Knife

Potato

© Fe quatz

12
New wad' da ke
Se ya' ney
Saw' ne to koo
Is teh' hee cawd ace
Weh' chee-cah
As=ge' ya Y$selkits
Ve ah suk' a
Chud eks' sukxs
Is teh'har
Is tsh' hek cah~hik
Chseet cut the hits
Wee' eke a
wea' cke he eisa

Taew® hotz

.Can kita' cawd
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Wau' pun nuk' y
Se an' a bo

sun' ety

Heh' diko hi en' o
Bon nint ny
gho'sen-che

She ah' che

Mat te' che

Int' kin ish

il

In' kXin ish nuf' te

Tgo' wey

Bel.

Y=¢ ya

Dant kO
Cut

Eh?' ha sei? yo



