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' , ' From a ser ies of interviews with"
C* H* Pratt , Historian for the
Wichita And Delaware Tribes,
Anadarko, Oklahoma

A HiSTORr OP THE WICHITA INDIANS:

The Wichita Indians have been known by many .

different names but they are e l l one and the same

tribe* By that I mean they are a l l blood related.

The different names t h i s tr ibe has been known

b y g r e s s fo l lows: Sfci&dl Pawnees: They were cal led

th i s when they l ived by the P-gawnaea. They were

cal led Skidd! because they would not stay i n one

place and merry among any other t r ibe , other than

the Wichita tribe*

Tejaa: They were ca l led "Tejas" ^hen they

l ived in Texas* Tfljas meaning corn* The Wi chit as

raised much corn*

Juaano: They were ca l led Jumano "or "Jumano"

meant drummer, end the Wichitas always ca l led the ir

tribe together by drums.

Pania Piques: They were cal led th i s by the

French*

Pawnee P i c t s : Called th i s by the English when

they l ived by the Pawnees*

Dokanast Celled \Dokanes by the Comanches for

\
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Dokana* meant "Derk Boas*" and the Wl chit as lived

in dark house* {grass hnt».)

Wee-cbe-taus: They were, f i r s t given this name

by the 0sages. Later the Caddoee called them by the

same naiae which they adopted from the Oeagee.

KittyKid-Aise or Kitty~kio>ace: This i s what

the Wlohitaa called themselves, aeaning "raccoon eyed*'

In the Wichita language*

Keechi: The work "geechi* means red shield. The

Wichitas carried a red shield.

Tawaconiea: They were called thia because i t

aeant red h i l l Indians*

. Waco: They were called this by ths Mexicans as

the Mexicans could not pronounce Wichita, thus they

gave them the name "Waco*"

They were also known by the name "Quachitas"

which was the French pronunciation of Wichita.

•The four tribes now in existence the WBCOB,

Towanconi, Keecntf and Wichita are a l l the same tribe

and^are blood related. They are oalled these dif-
4

ferent names on account of the fact that they ssp-

arated and in the different parts of the country to

which they migrated they- were known by these dif-
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ferent names.

RELIGION

Th» Wi chit as believed in a Supreme Being. They

never did worship idols as some of the other tribes

did. They believed that al l evil died with the body;

that if a ffichita sinned during his l i f e , that at

deetu. these sins also died. In other words» al l

Wichita Indians went to Heaven. They did not believe

in burying anything in the grave of the deceased to

be used at the Happy Hunting Ground. They were

against adultery, lying and stealing.

MARRIAGE
f

When a member of the Wichita Tribe wished to

marry, the,grandmother and mother of the bride would

go to the one tfco-wished to aerry \-tfreir~gtrl". TSSy

would find out if he was capable of caring for the "

g i r l . That i s , if he was a good hunter and a good

farmer. Also if ho WJKSBcapable of caring for her

people; that ia , if she had been supporting her

faaily prior to thie t ime The young man hed to be a

Wichita Indian, as they were strong believers in

marrying in their own tr ibe, and thought" i t a greet

sin to marry outride of the t r ibe, for they trusted
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no other tribe* After marriage in ease of the death

of either, the surviving one would cut the hair off

short• And they were not allowed to take another mate

until the hair had grown back to its original length

at the time of the death*' If their love was great for

the deceased mate, then the hair was cut very close*;

but in the evsnt tna love was not so greet,' then the

hair was not cut so short*

All single men in the tribe wore bands around

the wrist to signify the fact that they were single*

At marriage this band was clipped off*. ,-

FARMING

The women did al l the farming, and they were

the boss of the family* Not only J.n the fanily circle

were they the boss but, in every phase of life* The

vCBjin would plant corn in h i l l s about five feet
I •

apart, and they vould put seven grains of corn in

•ech hole; ao more, no less* (Field Worker*§ Note:

. I do not know why this number of grains were put in

each hole, and have never been able to .-.£ind out)* Then

probably after they got through planting they would

go off on a hunting trip or.visiting and would not

\
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return unt i l the i r crop was ready for harvest* when

they returned the women would harvest the crop. Then

they .would put the ir harvest of corn, puapMns and

other products in the ir caches* This planting and

reaping meant such hard work for the women, and for

t h i s reason they were most careful in hiding i t so

that no other tr ibe would f ind i t» And for th i s

reason no other tr ibe but the ir ovm. was allowed to

know wher* these caches were located*

CACHES

When hiding the i r foods or valuable property

they would dig a hole in the ground eight fee t deep

and three f ee t in diameter at the top* At the bottom

i t was large enough for a large s i ze man to lay down

in* I t was jug shaped, and many things could be put

~~ in the Cache* After digging the hiSFng place they

would allow i t to stand for some two or three days i n

order for the dirt to harden* They they nwuld cover

the bottom **ith a buffalo "hide, then cover t h i s hide .

with straw. They they would put in the different

a r t i c l e s which they wished to store* Then they would
\

/

cover t h i s with straw, and their cover t h i s straw with

dirt* The d i r t on top of the a r t i c l e s would probably
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be three f e e t deep* Then they would take the o r i g i n a l

grass that came from the top of the hole and s t i c k

t h i s up a l l Around the t o p , tasking i t impossible to

detect* I t was i n p o s s i b l e f o r water to leak dô m on

the products* After they would hide t h e i r va luables

no one but a Wichita was al lowed t o know where these

Ctches were l o c e t e d , as they trusted no other tr ibe*

When they returned from t h e i r hunting t r i p s they could

go to these caches end ge t t h e i r food* I t would be

In j u s t a s good condit ion as vhea stored*

TATTOOIKG AMONG THE WXCHITAS

The Wichita t r i b e , in s t ead of pa int ing t h e i r

f a c e s , tat tooed them* The men tattooed t h e i r f a c e s

to r e s e t t l e a raccoon and the women to resemble buf*

fa loes* Thus the name Ki t ty -k id -ace which the Wichitas

c a l l e d themselves , meaning "Raccoon Eyed Indian". The

Wi ch i t as were ta t tooed t h i s way when they were .small

ch i ldren , and they kept t h i s t a t t o o i n g touched up

so that i t would *>e plainly visible from e distance.

The tattooing TTBS done around the hyes* The Indiana

fixed their faoaa this way in order to appear funny,

so that the other tribes, would Isugh at than. They

did this to keep out of war with the other tribes, and
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to appear funny so that they would have the good

will of the other tribes. They thought i f they put

on paint, i t would signify that they wished to war

on the other Indiana, so they used tattooing instead*

The women were tattooed to hare the appearance

of a buffalo. This was so that they could easily

distinguish women of their own tribe from that of

any other. ' "

GRASS-HOUSES

The Widhitaa lived in grass houses. They have .

quite a ceremonial when they build these houses* The

women all kneel and pray when they start the construe-
*

tion of the house, and again "have 8 prayer at i t s •

conpletion« All Wichita grass houses are built facing

the east, and' the houses were built with a one way

approach from the front* The reason of the one isay

from the front was for their own defense against attack.

They would usually build these houses ogiinat the aide .

of » mountain, and there i»oul-a tied be a stream of water

soot distance in front of the huts* (Field Worker's note;

There i s only one Wichita Grass House left in this

section* It i s located about two miles south and one
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mile Met of Gracemont, Oklahoma). '

As in a l l other y.ork around the camp, the wjrk of

building the grass house was lef t to the woman*

The following information *ras copied from notes
of &r» Pratt , and should be of historical value in the
future an the Indian language i s fast dying out.

A study in Indian language i s not different from

that of any other reee of people. Perhaps the Indiea

has more ways of expressing his ideas and thoughts than

the average white man* He has not only words but signs

he can uare efficiently, either eloso at hand or when

far aTsey, too far f : r the ear to discern words spofcen*

However, we ere interested only in the spoken language

of the Wiehitasr and those who have l isted the Wichita

with the Caddoan linguistic stock* The v?ichites

stoutly assert that they do Vtojt speak the Cadda tongue;

even though the American„Ethnological Society thinks

so. Hence, the Council of JSarch 24, 1924, elected a

comaittee on language and instructed i t to go to the

bottom of this matter and render i t s report -when cosa-

pletedt There were seven on that Coumittee; BS follows:

Dennis Warden, Chairmen, Burgess Hunt Segor, Willie

ColllngB, John HadcSon, Albert Lorentz, Willie Tho.-as

and C« H. Pratt* Ot&ers were selected later« This
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Committee made i t s report in November, 1934* The

report in part follow*: . ^ i ^̂ _-

November 7, 1934, Report was made:

The wore was f i r s t pronounced many times by each

of the Comnittee for the translator who was to spel l

i t as nearly correct &s poss ible . Each Syllable WSB

given careful going over, unti l i t was separated into

elementary sounds diseeraable* Letters from the Anglo-

Saxon words were carefully selected to represent such

sounds* There are^moue sounds in the Wichita language

which do not occur i n the Anglo-Saxon talk* We found

not one cord of the Caddo that was l ike that of the

Wichita in our findings of the cannon objects*

9e herein l i s t many of such common terms.

English Words Wichita Words (same) Ceddo Words

Niekla Ne Quats* *£h Hi kes« ha

Dime Ches' es cuddy Ko thoaf te

Quarter Vrich* es cuddy Bit f i s cune

Half-dollar Tau* wioh i s cuddy He1 i s cune

Dollar Chus' dek kid eek Wish* a soon a

7ire dollars Ss* quits dek kid eek Be'se kftn sun a

Cofiaaentt Perhaps these different Indians became used to

money about the same time and invented the words tor
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each kind* Had they like language or been associated

with each other long enough, would there have been

so vast e difference in the* sort of vords in repre-

senting the very eocmion object—money?

Closa investigetions will convince the best

philologists ŵe have that the Wichita lenguege i s

pristine; and so i s thet of the Cacdo» Tet, their

languages are different &e one « i l l discover between

the Latin and Creek? or the German end the English.

Nevertheless, *e shgill give e l i s t of soiae half

hundred ciore of the very cora&only used terms.

472

English Words

One

Two .

Thre«

Four

Five '

Six

Seven *

Eight

Nine

Wichite Fords
t

Chea

Wite

Tan* *?a

De tau* quits

E-es'quit^

^Seef ya hess

Kee* ys Mfits

" See* ya tau* a

Ches* kenf d«

Caddo Words

Wich»ohe

Bit

Da* ho

Kew* eh

De* se kun

Dun* kee

Bie» se ka

Daa* ho se* ka

B©* weh se1 ka

Ten kiddy &R aus* Be Way» ah
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English Words

Water

Hals

Wind

Storm

Snow

River

Tornado

Moon

Sun

Stars

Heaven

God

Devil

Chief

Indian _

Buffalo

Wichita

Caddc

Comanche

Kicwm

Apache

11

Common nexaes

Wichita Words

Site* ze '

Ta hid* e us

New* a ahd

A wa1 us fried

Heed* an

Raw* ha do

Caddo Words

Ko» ko

Hee o* wa

0* to

But ah* nes me* ne

Ha* noc

Neth A* a

I t s ka1 a ko reh - Put ten ah* aw*

Wen or Yaah

Sah kit*

Nisfe

no

Ee quid* ic So* quas

Ah* qa® taught Hi* o

Hen* que~thet-suk-ke Ah hi f «a

Ha-ah ne-weh» cuddy gie Ke-o akorn

E de ah* eh Ka* dee

• -A htse* quat-sz Hi no hats* no

Kitty-kid-ace

Oiasa* sot"

Nau.» staa*

Wee-eha-tan

Haw sen* na

So* to

Chus-kea* adas-caud Qua* a *

Kee-a naa KUn* s»
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Delaware

Cheyenne

Arapaho

R©gKr

Uncle

Aunt

Boy

Girl

White man

White woman

Bow

A r r o w •'. -• •

Tobacco

Pipe

Knife

Potato

New wad* da 2re

se ya* ney

Saw* ne to koc

I8 ten* hoe oawd ace

Wen* chee-eaa

A6*se* ya tseJkite

We ah sak* a

Chud ®ksf suk&

la teh'hak

la tan* hak cah-hik

Chseet cut the hi ts

Bfe. caat?

Wee* eke a •

Wee* eke he etsa

Taw* hotz

Cau kits* cawd

Wau* pun nuk* y

Se an* a bo

Sun* ety

Hah* diko hi an* o

Bon nin* ny

S8io»aen-che

Sh^ ah* che

Kttt te* che

In* kin ish

In* kia ish nuf* te

Tso* wey

Bah • • • ,

Ya« ya

Dun* kO

Cut

Eh* ha sci* yo


