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;;
Ficld Worker's rnuame Fobert ¥W. Smalil
This report made on (date) " July 13, ' 162
1., Name Mre, Bertha Brewer Pummer
2. Poat Orvicc Addruss Tonkawa, Cklahama

%, Residence addrecs (or locution)

4, DATZ OF BIRTH: Month INovember bay 6 Year 1881 -
5§, Place of birth Near Iola, Kansag -

~. I
6. Name of Father _ GarrettC. Erewer Place of birth

Other informeation atout father Agent at the Tonkawa Agency

¢

Name of Mother Mertha Howerd Brewer Placc of bpirth

e i
L J

. . - . - . m..
Other information atout mother Leacher at the Tonkawa Agency

fotes or complite narrative by the Tield worker dealing with the 1ife amd
story of the verson int.rviewed, RcfTer to Manual for suz:cstcd sublects

and questinns, Continuc con blank sheets if necossary snd attach firmlﬁ to
this forms Number of snicts attiached 10 e ’
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°

Robert W. Small, i
- Interviewer,
July 13, 1937.

Aﬂ Intérview with Mrs. Bertha Brewer Plummer,
Tonkawa, Oklahoma.

Bertha Brewer Plummer was born November 6, 1881, near-
\Iqla; Kansas, In 1885, her father, Garrett C, Brewer, and
; ﬁer-mother, Martha Howard Brewer, moved to Okiahoma Terri-
tory, near th; Pagwnee Indien Agency, where Mr. Brewer was
employed for one year farming for the Pawnee Indians,-While
engaged in this work in 1885 some five or six Tonkawa'ln-
‘dians'caming up from Texas on their way to the abandoned Nez
Perce Indian Reservation, stopped at the Pawnee Agency. Tﬁese
" Indians were going up to look over the Nez Perce Reservation
with a view to moving the Tonkawa Tribe of Indians to this
reservation which the Nez\Perce tribe had abagdoned when they
returned to their native lends in North Dakota. :

In 1886, the Tonkdwa Tribe which had some Laban Indi-
ans and one Iowa Indian moved to the Nez Perce Reservation

which the Government had then set epart for use of the Tonka- .

wad, . Owing to a war that other tribes had made upon the
\ N 1
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'Tonkawas previously, there were but few who moved to
this new reservation -~about seventy-five in all.

" In 1889, Mr. Brewer came to act as agent or rather
~as.sub-agént under the ﬁhifé Eagle Indian Agency for
the Tonkaw@8+s. His residence and office were located
on Govermment land whigh‘haé been set apart for use as
Agenc& headquarters, on the west side of the Chikaskié
River, two miles east and one mile south of the present
town of Tonkawae. This was called the Oakland Agency.

Mr., Brewer instructed the Indians in the work of

farming and assisted them in every way to Sécome a self
sﬁsfiggéngAgnd anwindependent people. Tgeﬁggyernmenti,
furﬁished their first horse-power threshing machine to
thresh their grain. Wheet end corn were tha principal
orops raised.

The Tonkawa Indiens were given an allotment of a,
hundred and sixty acres of land each. Helen Cla;k, an

educated Blackfoot Indien lady, refined and intelligent,

was sent from South Dakota to assist in the allotment of

—
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4& lands for ﬁhe Tonkawas and to Mr. and Mrs. Brewer

’ was g1ven the task of ussigning names for many of the

Tounkawas who had\Indian nemes that could not be written
\ o ’ i

in English. Thef; allotment showed a total of seventy-
: \ :

_two members of thé\Tonkawa Tribe- & mere remnant of a

i

tribe whick a few years previous had numbered over
three thousanéo
" Todsy, there aré about fourteen or fifteen full

blood Toakewa Indians and only sik‘now living of the

origipal tribe who came to Oklauoms 1886.

" Mrs. Brewer} mother of Mrs, Plummer, was employed
to teach the Indian Children at th+ White Eagle Ageney
and Mrs, Plummer, being the child of the Agent, was
allowed to attend the same school. ”

Supplies of food and clothing were furnished to
the Ind&ans; these supplies were hauled from Arkansas
City, Kansas about every‘three months and issued to the
Indiens in proportion to their respeétive family needs,

These supplies consisted princiyhlly of beef, fmotr, '

/

[
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sugar, baking powder, coffee,'beans, selt, and were .

t +
P

issued-twice each week. The coffee was éreen; not
roasted and-had to be "parched" or rogsféd Ly hand,

It was a custom for such tribes‘éf Indiéns as
were on friendly terms with the Tonkawas to maké
v%sits sbout once every two‘years,at which times they
would kill-beef cattle to supplement ?hqir ﬁsuai issue
of rations and would tfadetponiés, hold dences and re-
late their experiences for a period Sf'ébbuj one week
and w§uld then return to their own resqrvat{oh. The
Tonkewa tribé would in due time return the.vis;ts;

John Williams was the first Chief of the Tonkawas
and Pete Dupee was thé firat interpreter of the Tonkawa

language.

b
v

i ', George Miles, Stending Buffalo, Sargent Iohnéon,
.o . . . 7 been
-John Kyse, John Williams and Jack Rush had/ seouts pre-

vious to their migration from Texas and were given

®

military discharges.
Tﬁé.Iﬁdians wore blenkets or Indian clothing when

‘they came here from Texms, except the Scouts to whom

£
v .
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" uniforms were issued by the Government.
There wes some wild turkey, prairie chicken and
_occesionally a deer in this part of the country about
1885 to 1889 and Mr. Brewer has often ceught fish from
the Chikaskia River; nezr their home, thet weighed forty
a..d fifty pounds each.
Mr., Brewer, igent for vhe Tonkewas would make a
reporf\once esch week to the White Bagle igency as to
condition of the Tormkawa tribe., If cccesion demanded,
an Indian Policemen would be dispatched tc the #White
Eagle Agency to convey any information of an eslerming
nature or any other matter of unusuzl im:ortance.

A docfor was employed by the Government to render
such services as might be required at his hends by the
members of the Tonkawa tribe. He was stationed et the
tWhite Hagle Agency. lLocal "Herd" doctors or"lkiedicine
Men" were common among the Tonkawe tribe.

Mr. Brewer, upon one occasion when suffering with

é very painful "rising" in his ear was told by aa Indian
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woman that sheé could cure him end he agreed tc try her
remedy. This women wernt to the river bottom ard search-
ed for about three hours for the pEriiculer "wee&" she

was looking for end finelly firding it she returned to

the Agency or home of Mr, Brewer and gave him her "remedy"
and to his surprise i? stopped the pain end cured his
e¥fliction, )

Cften, when a tribesmen was complaiping of some
ailment the Tonkawss would hold w.at weskDOWD zs Medicine
Dances whi;h were conducted ‘about a; follows; & tepee
would be erected with the door in the eesst; a hole about
two inches dsep end four or five inches in diameter would
be dug in thé\grrth in the center cf the tepee 2nd a fire
built in -$his RSié..:The ailing one would.enter the te-
pee door, turn to‘%hﬁhgggt and walk around the fire; teke
a seat on a blanket spfeég;én the ground; taen the "Medicine
l’an” would go throulh his pe;féxﬁaaag rubbiﬁg his hands
over the patient and elso rubblné\tbﬁfQ?dicine on pstient,

at thersame time going through with a verbal, ceremony of
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mysterious inceantations: after he ias through with
this ceremony the pmtient would arise and pass out -
of the tepee always furning to his left wien enter-
ing or leeving.

ihen en Indien died, the whcle sribe would be
hecrd in a lementetion of great tgony &nd immediately
the heir of the deceased would ce ¢ut off rnd the Lfuce
painted yellow. Interment was invariably msde on the
day of death if possible. . v

fhe graves vwere dug to the widtr of en ordinery
bed mattress and were sbout six feet deep end all
members coming to the home of the depeased would bring
soine giff’to be buried with ithe dead.s The manner of
prepariz;: the dead for burisl wes ¢ begin wrapping <the
body with vlenkets, at the same tire placing &1l -he
gifts es well es his entire earthly possessions which
were not too lerge nor too bulky in blankets.lThese

artitles were wrapped uniil the roll contained sll that

‘could be placed within it or until it wes sbout three or
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four feet in dieieter. Then it .cs plesced in the
grave, end &ll cooking utensils, pz.s, buckets &a:d
otrer possessions tret were nct rolled in the blanket
were p}accd i the gzr.ve beside the vody, ath the
sole exception of featihers., If the decesvel owned
feether villows <they woule be euptied and thie cloth
depcsited iu the greve, vhen zll this hed been de-
positedlin ihe grave, somecne, usuwlly some old menber
ol the tribe would zdvence to the iest end of the
grave, while ell cihers would step back @ few sieps
and efter meking =z telk this person wopia reach doun
gnd get & hendful of dirt end throw iy across the greve,
then go "o the east end of gruve «nd repeet the throw-
irg o dirt ccross the greve, all the time talking te
tie deed person. This w.s e fouching CEeTremony .

Three deys of mourning £fter the burial must ensue

and orn the morning of the fourth day tke tribe all coms

to the Lome of the decessed bringin:. gifts ¢f clothing or .

beddi.g, cooking utensils, or other things to replace such

things e&s had been buried wi'h the dead after which the

36
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Chief mede & telk tc 1l members formed in a circle
whc were then dismissed, and they Leverragain mentioned
the nere of the decessed.
The Tonkews tribe of Iadiec.s, cwirg to the rumber
of enemy triuves which ~Le; had, mede no mounds tC rerk
tle graves cf treir dead: efter Tturiel the ezrth was
filled ip level .4 & buach c¢f weeds were brokep off
end used itc swéep the eafzh‘free cf all tirccks or evi-
dence cf buriel tLet wes possible.' No stomne or marker
W s use@ in the ecrly dgy buriels oi the Tonkawes to
designete the places wnere their desd lay. .
%-It has veen seid ziet enemy tribes ol the Tonkawas
would scalp their dead wi.en they were found, -
. S -
, The Tonkewes gl{hwogghi;ped the "Great Spirit"
end the younger ones tock pert in‘singing songs end were
\\ggtentive listleners to wpible rcabiﬂg end explelations of ’
such,
Mzny Indiané row living were taughtpto speek &nd

.write the glish lehguage b, hirs. Brewer, Lkirs. Plummer's

mother,/¥: rs ago. -
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