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Indian-Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma

field Worlc0#«s name Merrill A, Nelson. •

£6port' made on (date) .June 85-./1937» . / 193

«an was aced. white bearded, slightly deaf, difficult to interview./ '
Name Isaac Plumley. _

| . • — '

2, Post Office Address Route #2» Lahoma, Oklahoma.

\f Residence address (or location) Three miles north and one and a half
. ' ^ . miles west of Drummona.
4» DATE OF BIRTH: 'Month J W Day 15 Year 1843.

5, Place of birth Bgokleyvill^, County, Seat of Raleigh Oounty, West^Virginia.

6. Hame of Father / Henrv/Tliamrpy Place of7birth West Virginia.

Other informat ion about father See. Story.
•. / " ' BeeiaeyTille,

%. Name of Mother Nanoy Martin. Place of birth West Virginia.

Other informations about mother

$otes or coiaplete narrative by the field wprker dealing .r "r +,]•>-* ]i. '
st'ory of* the person interviewed^ Refer %d Manual for si^.,; .;*<.•? suljV
and questions* Continue on blank sheets/if necessary and < LLdc-ii firmly to
this for% Number of shoets attached / 1 ; #

7 ^~ .
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Merr i l l Helaon,
Interviewer.

25, 1937.
• • STORY OF ISAAC PLOMLKY,

L4HCH6, OKLAHQfik. AGED «

I was bora end Raised in West tfdrgfcftiai % father was

a boiler maker and cauld make any kind of a tank* My mother

was busy Tearing a family of nine children* One- of my grand-

mothers was a German* One of my grandfathers was ninety-eight
t

when he died*

I «as in the ptvi l War for three years* I drov« a six

male team, I woald rather drire that kind of a tea™ than any

other. I recall when West Virginia separated from Virginia.
t HI

I was in or near a number of bat t les . One or -the'se was the

battle of Piedmont. In this batt le , the Federals captured

three t&ouesand Confederate prisoners. :

The jray I case to Kansas was as follows: I came on the

0 & 0 Railroad as far as Cincinnati. TSiere was no railroad

into Mchita niien X came there. I had to stop some distance

frojn that place, I think a t a place called Piedmont, and thea

inio Wichita on a hack*

Some tiiae before the Cherokee Strip opened I was ranging

along the Cinarroi? and the Sagle Chief ootmtry as a hunter*I
There TOB a t r a i l along the river also knows &s the Eagle Chief

Trail . I t woe en old Indian t r a i l . Sometimes X huntad/by
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systlf; usually, however, with a bunch of men. I hunted

geese, ducks, ez*ne and al l kinds of water animal*.

Ton could get great piles of wild turkey end prairie chick-

em, aad quell by the half bushol in the sage bruah along

the rtTey. Krery kind of game including geese and ducks

**£• there in abtrndatce. X snot both deer and antelope

many times* A deer will want to flgnt* One timo there

vas jisst a creak between a deer and me* Bs stood there

as i f hi iKmld lifee to attack as until X loaded my gun

and shot him^

An antelope i s different. Be w.11 seek a high

point ihere he esaiook around. I have creiled many a

time tip to within ten feet of them* There X would drop

down on ay stoaach. She antelope would not more until

sev tsoat «as there*1 Jast SOTS a finger and he was

gone* .We used to flag t$*s» amtalope. Tom t ie a red

rag to the top or yottr gom* The antelepe will circle

around the flag, sot running t i l l he spots you. They

will stomp like tto*** i f they do**% see ^ss*

Hich aon from the east would coat tato this country

with a peek of greyhounds. They would try to ran doem

these antelope hut they nerer could do i t unless the ante*
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lope were c r ippled . I t fc*>Ou aorc^^nnrfe-shi^ *;c **̂ t, the

antelope than the deer . An antelope depends on hie legs i

yet has as £»od or be t to r senas of sr .all thf-vi e. rl--» •r.

I have no?; in ray pocco::s>lo:i a% o^i 'j' jr"an oonbl^

bar re l led s'lotgu^, srbi'r'h. 'j&s -jarchnsed a'.-o^t th** <i ^ of

the " 'V i l '?r. I t Is »•••*; ler.r.t eighty J ^ - I S o.l :. I t ' s

ir.Iait: - i th v c iesi" . of rr. aniM,- " -j--: hns c. oloth "use-

A for ty- f ive .7:u/sl" lor.di,\-- -:r. : . i l b«.b h-t; hr-^f^h : oao-

In the f a l l of the vcT.r xhft buffalo soulcLrift» su ;th
}

from the ilt a sat Country to the ?erthandlr co mtry. Two '.ler,

killed three tho-issnc biffs.1-; in oae su-v-pr "3 ^-^..red a

dollar apiece for th-^r hideso

one tiiae I saw an a:;t€iope on s uoirt in ?- M» i3r£w,

1 circled and crep+ up the hi" draw t i l l I --rt -lo?-- to him.

Finally, I got to *^here I COJIC s.̂ e his neck .*:c h*rd, I

shot hiia« The others in the herd fle.-.^ but r r " fririJtcaed

at sotaethiiig fti£^ in t;\6 tiort ~-.T.& c-.r.s back *r̂ / ?n;y &,.>•. I

"shot another entelopc, I suppose I have kill.-5<i hi dreds

of them.

I made the run in a soring wagon icto the Cherokee

Strip, driving ft t-ea.n. A spring wagon ca.i go pretty fast and
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I kept up p re t t y well v th tne r e t t of them. I t r i ed to

get a '•lalm on 3.'-:lt ror'< but f a i l e d . So I werjt to ^nld«

Lster I e e t t j p d ' a l i t t l e s-vith of "ty present p l»cc . I

put up a n«rt sod,, a r t log, p . r t dJx-jdt ho.iss G\ the sLd©

of a bnn-i« '.ost rO 1 if the Ho:ne£te«ders Jived in sod hOiSes«

The next yer-r i bro-.o u- forty ?icres md put ost thr^e

hundred lo-*u'st tre?--. riil'? ff^.s sev^r: 1 ye- r s before Jrum-

:.o:id was f.umd^d. ^ru'nnn'id cnrae ^i th ••: bj-anch r i l r o a a .

There was P. c^ttift th ic f j ^Ho s io l ' 3 thr^-e -'.rloads of

" s t t l « in th" I'Sh.-e "O-j-'..ry -d.-.-c sni-pea thest- cfeitle tG

t'Ji-hita. lie ur^-e.^+f!" thp c r t i r e to.T.sitc 'if ^ruiji-'.oad.

His brothor pas .-.i^lcd t*i th^ Gl'ias . c;nt<".u-s 1'ir s tea^in^

StO' 1 - ' .

ino ths r outl f.r vvo.-> "ii£:;i '-:; " . i l l " v;!;o hnd a ouvc north

Of DrtL-an-one. Th* ^ *l-i.Y? :.]so "il -5(i t fellovf r.ho lived

about *i irdle SJ :V O/ h^r--1 wh: hac - a t t l i 'jv,t in that d i s t r i c t

west of here ss they Tnnt^d h i s c a t t l e o But for the -.ost

pf;rt the s e t t l o r s were "'eaoeebie.

As I said w° l ived in sod "nousee sud E hod a coo'<cing

stov* siiu made a bed H >>i t a b l e , beiu£ har.diy s i t h t o o l s . I

have b u i l t many a house.
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Some of the old towns hove disappeared. Ai.ip.->3 these

was Concord, tbr<=e - l i e s southwest of my home-. Pogera or

wilii© had a s to re there and I thinx they hod r* oost office

a l s o .

' There w&s a United Brethern church in a school hou3e

a fevr years «ift»r the ooenii~» Sftls cavrcn #••»•) *i h - i r railp

west of he re .

I s?i<1 E fai led to 3»/•-.:re « ^ l« in . I t sn-Tulu be said

I WHS tr>o pnrti--ul-.r, '.H £ s t J 'ed ** -l^.ir b^t ri(*ver ^ f " t

b".'?u I leased the s r;tbwe3t { ^ r tc r of sectl'-Ji t M r t / ~

thr-*e, iowr.shi r> twenty-one, '-nris"* *i ?hJ . I e-.t. ;"> ' h« f i r s t

plough in the greund th-.t «RS over s t ' : ^ ! n tUi%t vart?;r«

had

<.-re7i0U8ly, {/stayed n shor t tinw, m t more th n » .Vn'-r 3t

Srdd. I'wo of -i\\ brothers -ad*-, the run, T th i ' \ " they r ? -

er-ived e l s i i r s . I ĥ ".d ht 1 ?or- >s& ••» 1 * .- i In r i- .s- 's , '>. t

s t i l l ncd 5 homester; "laljr.. Howevor, i n^Vfr •js'-d i t .

In the eerly ^oya I T-isf^i -orn ftnd i^s. ' ^ s • r.

d i f f i c u l t to do n;sr. I have ra ised .-.s >;ch KB th r fe tho%.:sr.nt\

bushels of s*orn In a seoo^n. I faxvr t;»<^ ten .-jgoa' oi'

hogs to • iT'<et a t u t i ' . c . ;ne xi:v{ I eoJc s<-v--rty he-̂ o of

hoj^s Rveroging three hundred nd sixtjf-fiYe !K>unos. This
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was' the tsiH: of ihe y^rds for ye-.rs. Thi& nas uloout the

time of the opening af the ~ t r i p .

After tho " i ¥ i l ^ r ^ a.. I s o l i , I OAfied u I'U- in

il-'inses.' I S'i--.° -osn fr-y inhit-- t > .J-TOCT "o-iity fro'

Vnlch ' oi I I -vH'e tr;e run* I wa; o»" of *!R . i r / : t f .pt t i°

in the Hester- .vxi of the c~ nty i n T>st ' ; i . «.£t "lx-?e<

Township. There I -s^d over. w. o !u •''». ~; c ; i ^s * wjuid

s'-v? by fenijc bnt we threshed ^i *"h • '.*ro ~er.

3«JC' in r e s t V i r g i n i a ' ! !;^-d i f l n l l . j re r e -

cently i hav^ ^/^/ ;s«ci a "O^bi'.it*, P - rh°«it ^rev fi&r-l^r

ar.d proaa^ed T hen- icr T O O th^.r. «nv i t ^ e r n°.T":'l th^r*-

in- ,'isst V i r n i n i t .

l a Honsfis I WJ-S o;. ihr tua;.shin b ' u r c , th» r > roer-i

and I was a d i r ec to r «>f ihe sch ol d i s t r i - ' t t h e r s . * h^l

the f i r s t t ro ositl:>Da for f-.'.x yr-'.rs, i war^—rc^iiuror of

these boards sad handled the .^or.e;/.

I have five en i idren , threo bays- l i ^ t r i r «jr>a tr.v ^ i r l s

dsad» -<y boy3 •-.?€- fiix'.txs but th? o ldes t , John^Tfjr'ftd ir-

5nid for John Johnao.. -if Ta r ,o r , he a l so bo^r,hv jrM-i for

Hitchcock of Harper t he r e .
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I vreu* f lustered 'i-.t in 1"65 ?--t . ^ p r i n ^ ' i ^ ' , f ' l i m i s

n-sd t h e gun I d e s ^ r i be^ i s tVn rur- r ;-#J£ t/.e*..

We us^d ^iTiDlr- fnrp in those d a y s . One Ffe>' of f i r i n g

Kaff ir corn w?i3 to -v/-.? c^rn brsad ;: i U ' Peoole

thir.lc t h i s +*»rr1v)l« m'-v- T-eoolf

for th# ,o:";t r»- r t *he B" ".t'-^v^ wer* . w ^ ' i i ' i * .

t h i s net hborh od« T :vis t "r.vr r ^^ t •-- ^ozs'": 1̂«»«f o" - r h e r e .

There were v»31 o"1:? h**-? ' o o . / 4 7""U "^vlo -! '. -

Therms «r - << f- | ' y "n th<- "fi ~>'hnru -id t'-ir f'*-h!lf» V

•the naae of i t " V e n , Tvr».; 1'v^d o th of h « r « , Th«jv ">o

t o S a l t 7 ar v . 51 iey hy n .r T v , » >Oc j^x-, Vii- -) • P ri*?u

a t Suanystde Oetr-st 'iry}.


