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Berrill Nelson,
Intarviewer. ‘
" June 25, 1937,
STORY OF ISAAC PLUMLEY,
LAHCHMS , OKLAHOM'A AGED mmm-ma.

I was born agd faised in West Virginia, My father ves
a boiler maker and could mac<e any kind of a tank. Xy mother
waa busy rearing a femily of nine children. One of my grand-
mothers w;s a Ggrman. One of my grandfathsrs was ninety-eight
wher he dieds ’ |

I was in the Q%;i; fiar for three years, 1 drove a slx

mle team. I woald rather drive that kind of a team than any

othere I recall Ihen Yest Virginia separated from Virginia.

‘\

I was in or near a number of batb%es. One of these was the
battle of Pisdmont, In this battle, the Federals captured
three theagﬁié vcafede*ate priseners. /
The ﬁ;y I came to Kansas was as follows: I came on the
0,& 0 élroad as far as Cinéinnati. There was no railroad /;
intc Wichite when L came there.‘MI had to stop same distanoe/ |
frop that place, I think at a place called Pledmont, and thea
info Wichita on a hack. |
Some time bafore the Cherokee Strip opened I was raocging
/ along the Cimarron and the Eagle Chief cocuntry as a hnnter/
There was s trail along the river also known as the Eagle Chief

AN

Trail. It was on old Indian tratl. Somotimas 1 huntoq/;y

I
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nyself; usually, however, with a bunch of men. I hunted -
wild geese, ducks, crans and all kinds of water animals.
You ;muld get greet piles of wild turkey end ?raizde chick-
én, snd gqueil by the half bushel in the sags brush along
the Tiver, Every kind of game 1gc1uémg geess and ducks
were there in abundarce. I shot botk deex: and autelope
many times, A deer will want %o fight., One tims Shere
was jJust & cresk between a deer end me. He stood there
aszfl't: wld like to aﬁtgckmnntil I loeded my gun

-~

“and shot him,

.

An sntelope is different. He will ssek a high
pént shere he canlook arcund., I heve crasled many a
t;mo'up to within ten feet of them. There I would drop

fown om my stomach. The sntelope would not move =mtil

£

' ,}ho scv whiat was there,’ Just move & fizger and he wes
| gons. - ¥ used to flag thess aatalope. You tis 2 red

{

i’
H

Tag to the top of your gus. The sntelspe wili circle

/wtumg.aétmingﬁnhe:poumn. They
| will stomp Like sheep if they domve see you.

lf . Rich nem from the esst would coms imto this country
| with @ pack of greyhounds. They would try to run dow

/ these satslops but they never could do 1t uniess the ante-
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lope were crippled. it bnou uorg?mnera_shiy ﬁc'ret the
antelope than the desr. An antélcpe deprnds on hie legs,
yet has as grod or batter sensa of srell thea a door,

I have aow {a my pocceosion an 6.l gmr%an aouble .
barrglled.swotguu, which wes u;rchnséd_a&oxt the i1 & of
the "ivil »r. It ig ¢% lenst eighty yr1s 017, It '8
iniaid -ith ¢ desi~. of on anizmy © -0 has < eloth “use.

4 Torty~-five murzl~ lozdii. ~un 1.1 be.l w4 breech ! nad-
i2z ~un I ¥now,

In the fall 9f the yeor zhé buffalo wouldlariftiseith
from the Xfzezc "ountry to the Pernhandic coontry. Two zen
%illed three thoussznc H1ffel- in one suver 4 <»2.7ed a
dollar apiere Por Lgv.r hi&esn

une time [ saw an ant=siope on & oi~t in ¢ Ui, drev.

i eirerled and ocrep* up the bi~ draw t111 I ~-t ~loe- o hinm.

£

Finally, I got to where I ~o:lc s»2e his neck .2¢ herd, 1

shot hime The others in the herd fle:y but wre irirhiened

P I ) v s sare_ - x
< U *

omething eiz® in the w and onns

o

at
"shot another sntelope. I suppose { have kxllm% i dreds
of them.

I made the run in a soring wagon icto tﬁe “heroXee

Strip, driving » teas. 4 spring wagon cau go pretty fast and
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I kept up pretiy well v th tre rect of thea. I tried to

H

get a rlalm @n 3:lt ror< but feiled., So I west to “nld,

Leter [ gettied- s little s~ith of my pres-ni plece. I

3

put up & prrt =ad,. art log, p.rt duswut houss ¢ the side

of & bank, ".0st nll f the 1omestenders Jived in sod ho.ses.

The next verr L braose a0 Porty =sres a.d put 0it thres

~

hundred lo-~ust iree-. Thisz a=2s 3a3ver:l ye.rs befars Jril-

5

sord was foun?ed.  Jrummnnd esme with o dbrsnceh r ilroad.

So =zt £irst © b-u~ht s v lies 1t Trid,
catile thief, who stol= ik

There wae ~g ~.ri0ads of

p
o]

’

~attle in the "su e o~gariry uaid enicr2a thesz 2aitle 16

w1 ~hi te 'i Nra.eg.mtad the a-{1re tsr8i AL Y T (e D e b

1y 1\3&. e JI' e v “?! LA 1;1‘\- LI ,.SL'LC wrulu-vuu-
Hieg brother wzs «i:1cd¢ .n the Glugs | canlaius Tor steasing

sty

apother outln: was "Renl-xy 1117 who had & ecve north

of brumsroad, Th» ~ ~laws “Ise il 3¢ ¢ fTellor who livad
gbout 5 wile =iz ns hers ¥h> hac ~gtil: oot in that distr
vest 0f here oc they wsnted his eattle. But for the -ast

Ce

fo

cert the settlers were -ezresal
A8 I 881d we lived in s34 houses sud I hed 8 c30%ing
stove sad made a bed s table, beiungs handiy with toois,

have built many a house,

it
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/
2ome of the nid towxns have disanpesred., luig..s thesge

wag Zoncord, three -ileg southwest of my twome, Rogers or
willie had = store thers and [ think they had n vostaffice
215G, ;
Thare wes o gnited Brether% ~hur~h ip 2 senonl honse
a few years ={t=r the goeniiz, This cnuren #3 5 h .. 0 nmile
west of here,

3

I 89id ! failgé to Zenire n elsim. It shouid be gaid
I wes t30 partiulnr, 5 L st:-ed a -~ialr but rever wert
L. 1 lewsed the syithwest | irter of senti’n thiri -
thr=e, 1ownshi- twen'y-gne, “ancse eizht, [ sti~c the first
plough in ithe ground thit wee aver sinnvr in thot varter,

) had ‘
sreviously, i{7stayed a short tima, oot more th 1 » ;-1 at
Bnide. Twy of =y brotherg ~adé the run, T thin- the:r reo.
ecived olalizs, I h=d hetl aor- »éa A Jrad oin Pamsca, bt
still ned = nomestes: ~laip. However, ! nsver used i1,

In the early &aya { r-ised ~ora msnd 73, hog i
diffienlt to do niwe [ have raised =e uch ss three thyiannd
bushels of sarp ip 2 seasdn. [ have tow  ten . sgone 5f
hogs to - «rket &t u ti-c. oJne time I eole s«v " nity he~¢ of

hars averaging three hundred nd sixty-five nounds, This
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wag the ¢talk 2% ithe yerds far ye-rs. Jhis sas ubout the
time of the openine 3f the _trip. s

After the 7ivil st & L sali, I oxeed u Cu. in
fansss.” [ w7 coan Trx iehivr b _srper To.uty fro
wnieh ol L 1 mede ne rune I wal gre Lf fte (lrgt cetlievs
i" the wester .ort of the ¢° nty irn Tget ~n. 2zt "roed
Tosmship. There [ .sed over t; now, L oeoioes - oamed
g9 by hrud but we iﬁ:ﬂshﬁd *i*h - drg over,

Fev in "est Virginia [ =s-4 1 flall, sre re-

ecently L have fF ised 8 ~oxbiie, B - theat grev easisr

rd nroiined 1 heavier ~ron thnan sny Atper serorl there

]

in aest Virginic,
In Zansas [ wxs 0. the toaishin banpl, the p ( 10iry

sand I was & G.re~ter of the sch ol distri.i thera, + helgd

these boards snd ha+dled the noney.
I have five enildren, three boys liwhnge soa tw. 5irls

dsad. -¥ beys :re furrers but the oldest, John wor ed ir

Znid for John Juhnso. f I'sr.er, He alss bought grain for

»

Hitehenek of Harper theére.

25
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I wax mustered .t in 1768 =t Springfied ) Y‘}inwig)

£

n-d the gun I des~rived is e rur I Lad the.,

»

e us~d siqmple frnre in thuse days. OQne way of fixlng

Kaffir corr was to str oeorn braad ot ita TFeanle wemld $

think this *arrihle maoue Feanls were . ra frienily n-
ceirhhary, 1y thnee devi. e h3. 672 wnvilnas oo L Nase,” and

for the w05t nrt *he s lisrs we " @ hubl o,

.
Ihere were othesr men vhe «illad rantasre L1 uer

wolves 1t heve {n % enxr's dave T, vself, uate @ -roond
this nei hborh od. T gt =ove rvnt o Agz81 desy n~.p here.

ifhere were »vild n-%2 he-e r00, /. vou ~nuld i - rnagp
]

1014 cf}ur'eys if vm mastad to,
4
There »#n- o f~ i7y g the -pf~hbhar* 24 {31 shile b
o o
the naw of it~%en, Tha; 1'vad -» th of Rapre, They moved

t0 Sg1t Torv.They wu aw v, ! ge {hly the 3 0 riag

at Sunnyside Zeweatory).



