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." name f &fi\t» TPfi

Chis'report made on (date-) P.Q 19:

A. J. Powell.

u .Post Mdr^sb ' ~ Sentinel. Oklahoma*

&, Residence addreec (or-IOCVL ion) Sentinel.

t. DAT5 OF BETH: Month October 12 Year 1865,

', Place of birch ~_ Tezas.

>. Karrx o f l a t her y. R. Powell.

Other information al out f«thsr

Narne of Mother Kinervia Gibson.

Place of bir th Tennessee.

Carpenter.

Otr.-or information ahout moth-r

Plac^ of ::irT.

Housemfe.

Alabama.

fctos or co~.plL.te n a r r a t i v e by tho i'-eld vnrkcr d<-alir.£ v;ith t ru lif.- end
story of the .ercor. mturvi]ov;od. Ru^-:r to Manual f o r so. ; .o. tod s u b j e c t s "
ind auer.tions. Continue on blank s'r.c.ci.: if ncccssarv ^nd a t t ach firmly to
ihis form.* N^ir/oer of sh. e t s a t tochoa * .
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Ruby Wolfenbarger,
Field Worktr.
JUne 29, 1937.

An In terview With J . A. Powell ,
1 S e n t i n e l , Oklahoma.

I came to Oklahoma from the plains of Texas in a

covered wagon. My brother and my father-in-law came with

me. I t was In December and very cold. We were on the road

seventeen days and nights. I t snowed on us most of the way

and we had to stop and make camp for three days un t i l the

weather got warmer. We had a real snow storm and bl izzard.

We did not have any trouble with the Indians but saw

lots of them "around. They were most always going hunting^_

I located at Martha in the western par t of Jeckson

County, ten miles from what i s now Mangunu

We h^fl QT<ft small rpoTTi end a two^raoir. _ dugout t o 1 i v e

in. The dugout was walled up with rock, also had a cement

floor and seven windows. I t was about t h i r ty feet long and

twenty feet wide. I t had been the home of a -sjan who had

filed^bn'the land a few years before.

We had a pre t ty good well, but had to carry water for

some distance. For fuel we burned just about everyth ing

that we could get our hands on; we had some coal to burn.
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He l i v e d about one mile from the school .house t h a t

was a lso used for the church house. Everyone would come

in wagons and on horseback. Sometimes they would have can?

meetings, these would l a s t for several days or weeks when

people would br ing t h e i r food end cemp out .

Our crop was not very good the f i r s t year . The land

was new and had l o t s of gyp in i t . I t was very rocky; we

planted co t ton , o a t s , wheat and a l f a l f a . I had to haul my

' cot ton to Martha to have i t ginned. We got about

$65.QO for a beler.of co t ton , I r a i sed about twenty ba l e s

the f i r s t year.

We raised a garden, but didn't have much success; we

canned what we could. My wife raised lots of chickens and

turkeys.

I Had four head of horses, three cows and al l kinds of

farm implements.

I tried to make sorghum but the soil wss softgypy"thet

we could not ea'i the sorghum. TFe had our cornmeal ground
' ' • • - : • • • • ' '

abou-t every two._we£ks.

For entertainment ire had lots of " l i terar ies" , singing

schools and Sunday School picnics.


