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" Field Workcr'!s name Ch;ster A, Lamb
;I'h«is,report made on (d‘ate) May m; 1937
1. Neme Charles H. Pratt,
2. Post Office Address Anadarko,-@k;ahoma.
3, Residence address (or locution). Anadarko, Oklahoma+s
4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month  April Day 27  Year 1866.
Oe :?lace of birth Danvills, Illinois.‘
6. Name of Fathef Tnomas:Praﬁt. Place of birth Danville, Ill,
‘ ~ s

7

Other informat ion about father

-

Name of Mother Naency Pratt.

Erey

Other information about mother

Placc of birth Danville, Ill.

Notes or complcte narrative by the field worker dealing with the life and

story of the oorson intoerviewed,

Refer to Manual for sugzestcd subjects

and questions, Continue on blank shrcts if nccessary and attach firmly to
this forme Number of sheetc attached 5 -
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" From a;Pbrsénal Intaryiew ith
CHarles Hi Pratt, . City Hell,

) Anadarko, Oklehoma. 7
- )

¥r. Pratt was born April 27, 1866, seven miles
south of Danville, Illix;oia. ‘He attended a country.
~ school from the age of seven to fourteen. Also
attendsd-a high school from fourteen to twenty-one.
After teaching school for a few years, he took a
teachsr’'s training cours:é in the :zofthemfstaﬁte Teachers
Training School Normal Illinois. Mr. Pz;att moved to
Anadarko, Oklahomsa, October 31, lsOl %hen he was thirt;-
five years old.

On December 11, 1901, he purchased und filed cn theﬂ
We T. Ratiiff homesteud. Iir. Ratl.iff had formerly drawn
this famm under the lottery scheme for the homeséek '8,
This lottery drawing was for the puz"pése of elimin.ting
the run of* soonerism and its attendin.g disasterc, and
it did just that thins. The reason for ir. Ratliff's .
relinquishment of his homestead was family sickness. He

sold the lamd he haddraw to Mr. iratt for $456.G0.

Yir. Pratt started improving the homestead on Decsmber

26, 1901, and within seven years had sevendy acres undefr
cultivation, a splendid well of water, a good h use and
"barn, and fields fenced. 3efore he took possession of

the property it had never been occﬁpied and there were

no improvements on it of any kind. BResides the work on
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the homestead Le found time for other futies in the com-
muniiy. He was elected clerk of the achool board at the

first meeting., There were thirty-one femilies in the dis-

trict, all from different states. They were.all pioneer-

ing and homssteading, ' o’

THE FOOD PROBLEM _
The garden of the first season yielded many sorts of

{

food (29 different varieties, as testing the soil), Most

of the food supplieg were purcheaed from stores af Anadarkaq,
El Reno, Binger, Minco, Union Cityy, and other ﬁlac;s; Union
City being the nearest tomn, just fourteen miles &ast o the
farm, ?he post-office ias named Basqne,-whicﬁ was two miles
east and three quarters of 2 mile north of th;gdwelling house,

Basque consisted of, just ome general store vhere some of the

food articles were purchased. It 1s no longer in existence.

WILD GAME. _ ,
Wild game was plentiful, as wild turkeys, deer, gquirrel,

qufil.-gnd sﬁnmp rabbits were planéiful. "Varmiﬁte" jere 80
common and devastating that the people could not raise chickens,
turkeys, geese or ducks for meny years. There were no bob-
cats, lynx, coyotes, wolves, and pole-cats, always pnow{ing
around the country. There were manxriull-hnak;gf some ouite -~
large, which iept out the dreaded rattle-snakes; and the bull-

>

snake was regarded as the faimer's fr1g957 &>
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There were many Indians residing on their allot-

ments near the home of ir. ﬁratt, and many times there

were long trains of them moving through the country.

Fad

There was not one instance when the Indianf‘gaGe him~
any trouble; but on the otﬁer hand, theyaweiq‘cheerful ~
and” took part in the comminity meetings a-d entertain-
ments. They would bring their tom-toms and play and

sing for the entertsinment ;f the white settlers. Nr.

. s

Pratt is well acquainted with many of the six tribes of

-~

Indians, under the Xiowa Indian Agency at Anadarko. He
knows personally naarly every chler on the reservitieons.
He found that when one made the acquaintance of one of

~

these Indian Ghiefs and gained friendship, the Chief

them to be very dependablé. As a rule the Indi;n women
wers for everything that was fipe in their men folks,
and they fought against all wrongs. .
-

¥#r. Pratt was electad historian for the “ichita-
Delaware Couneil, and bas compiled their history from
1837 to the present.
INDEPﬁNDENT OCCUPATIONS:

Mr. Pratt has taught gchool in Illinois, Ceorgia,

and Oklahoma. Ke was a commission merchant in Danville,-
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illinois, for two years, agg a hoﬁesteadeg.in Caddo
County, Oklahowmaz, fzr acten years. He has served
.as Secrotary of the Retail C?edit Men's Aschiation
f;om Soptemﬁ;r %?, 1908, qpfll the present day. \
COMAUNTTY SERVICES: '

el

. He organized the first Law and Order League in

Anadarko and Caddo Counfy against the boot-leggers.”

Organi;aa the Provfdent Scciedy, or the Goodfellow-

ship Association, to help the worthy distressed. He

helped crganiié the Council of Mefence during the

(

Yorlid %ar. V&S electad the Ghairman of the ¥erchants
Representatives, for gathering peach seed8 to be used

in making ges masks for spldieré. %as Chairman of the

#4R44

~ BO2

Farmer-Labor movement to get men to work in the fields

to produce more, since many of the f&rm boys were in.

- & R
N

the army.

ra

ARCESTORS: d
. % : LN

¥r. Pfétt's ancestors are of French (father's side)

and ocottish (mother's side) extraction, one line having

been traced back through the Springers to Louis 11, 740

aA. De Hia parente were pioneers of Vermillion County,

Illinois. His father'é name .was Thomas Pratt, his mother 8,

Nanéy ASQOtt) Pratt. Thoy rarmed, rai sed stock, and

‘gperated a fam in Iilinois. For more than & score of .
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yoars, his Tather was a drover, buying and shipping ~
carloads of tat‘;attle, hogs, and sheep to ths various
packing companies in Chicago, Kansas Cﬁty;'and other

places. Wr. Prgtt is the seveyth'ot a\fﬂmily of ten
children, there being five gu-ia and five boys:™ All

of the boys reside in Oklahows, except Thohgs.c. Pratt

who lives in California. All the girls are dead with

the exception of Mrs. Esther Jones, who lives in Akron, .

o~

OhiO. . P ~



