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Interview with Mrs. Ernest )lcOonnon, .
’ Ohichsha, Oklahoma,

My husband and I trevoled overlend, in a covered

wagon, from Omaha, Nebreaska,.to the southern XKensas

+

¢ line in the year of 1

then the Cherokee Strip wupe opened for settle-

iﬁ‘

ment, my husband mude the run in a spring hack, drive
mc‘two swall Indisn pogies. The ponies were awfully
‘tough, and were easily kept but after the run they
were never any good, He broke their aéirit making
the run. |

He did not get a claim the first day, bdut secursd
ons two weeks later arter much looking around, Ho
ctme sCIoss a young fellow who was orying. The young
man said he couldnft make & living there and besides
it was too lonesome; and that he would sell his claim
for five dollarc/. My husband gave the boy five dollars.
and filed on the. claim. It was about eleven miles west
of Enid. , 5

My first hose on the claim was a wegon box with

t stretohed over the bows., I had two of
these, One %o eat in, and the other to sleep

had five young éhildron. 20 you Xnow how orowlded we

were.,,
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Mr. MoGonnell didn't have any toney, 174. he - -
had a well drill, a0 he left home to drill/ vells
fop gther psople. -Some of the ssttlers d/dn't have
mn;y, but.would pay him with &ood, sucpae' beer, ~oo-
hog meat, Or some kind of grain., when he was pzid
nith 'grain he qlways ha¢ it ground. 1 h;vq u&;
and eaten lots of bhread mede of ground kaffir ocorn.
It di(dn't stick together very well, bdut it was '
nourishing, Mr. McConnell cherged fifty cents a
foot for the first one hundred feet of drilling, and .
one dellar and fifty oents a foc;t for the next T
hundred feet. Most of .the wells nere abvout forty
fest deep. . .
For the first six or oigh“h months after moving
on the claim, my neighbor, who lived about & nile
amy, and who had & well, hauled two barrels of vater
twice & week to me, ‘Atjtu' 20 long & tine my husband
®t ;nouch money ahead 20 that he could take tine off

to drill a well for ourselves. A4t first wien he went

:



| to work he would be gone ss long as three wseks. gt
a time,
| Our oclaim was on the prairie several niles from
where we oould get wood, eo the children and 1 gathered
ocow chips .toz" fuel,

%;o got what few groceries we btought at Enid. Our
main 'food was bacon, ioan:, potatces, breed and coffee.

) ”'l’ffi seeond yeer ne lived on our elain,; my husband

built a half dugout. The uﬂp;r part of the wall was
made of 204, and the roof wes n‘om with .planks and
airt. __

The fim yOAr we wers.on the claim we 4idn't
have a school, but the next year a aod school house
was buils, and my children stertéd to schoole

Our community didn't have church or Sunday Sahool
for seversl years., I believe the Baptintshaa the éirat
church. | m

I nnde every garmesnt that my children and I wore
by hand.

I saw one bunch of aptelope about one hundred hul@
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but most of the wild game was gons. We 4id heve lotis
of soyotes, wild cats, and a faw pan;;‘;rs. |
our first year on the claim we broke only five

gores of land. ¥e planted wat.omalons'and canteloupes,
end they did well. 4bout the third or fourth yvear we
finished breaking our lend and leased sous other, in-
'cludmg a achooi section that joined our plece. A4ll of
-‘~*fEtB*iaaé~;aa~hQznQ~231§§§§L:ffff;fif“zji:: The next

year my husband built & new 804 house WEIG Twes-tiokied

%0 gat. A year or two later we scld our i‘em and wy

Lusbend went into the blacksmith business in Chickaghs,



