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Field Worker fs name Th«fl .gm-i-fch .V

This report made on, (date) 77 193

L, Name Mrs* g u e s t McCdnnell

2. Post Office Address Chickasha, Oklahoma

3, Residence address (or location)

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month October

514 Pennsylvania Avenue

2S Year 186?

5« Place of bir th
P.

6.', Name of Father ymnry Place of b i r th

Other infontfation about father

7» Name of Mother Not known

i n

Place of b i r th yrflTieft

Other information about motherBuried in Galifornii

lotes or compile narrativo by the field worker dealing with the l i f e and
Jtory of the person interviewed. Refer to Manual for suggestod subjects
and Questions, Continue on blank sheets if necessary and attach firmly to
£his form. Number of sheets attached 4 «
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Interview with Mm* .ftenest MoOonneXlj
7 Ghlakasha, Oklaooaa*

My husband and I traveled overland, in a covered

wagon, ttom Qnaha, Nebraska,* to the southern Kansas

llna in tfce year of 18»i.

Whan the Cherokaa strip ima openad for oattla-

rnant, ny husband toada tha run in a spring hack, dritr-

ing two anal! Indian po^ias. Tha poniaa wara awfully

tough, and wara easily kapt but aftar the run thay

war* aaTar any fpod.. Ha broka thair spirit asking

tha run*

Ha did not gat a olaia tha f irst day, but sacurad

ona two waaks latar after mueh looking around* Be

CKU&S aero as a young, fallow who was crying* The young

oan said he oouldnft oake s l iving there and besides

i t was too lonaaoaa; and that he would sai l his olaia

for five dollars. My husband gave the boy five dollars
j

and filed on the. claim* It was about eleven nilas west

of Snid* ' •-

My first hofie on the alaisi was a wagon box with

-a wwyn^i\aet_stratohed over the bows, X hat two of

' ^ — . i
these, one to eat in, and the other to sieep~iir¥—I—
had five young children, wo you kaow how crowded we
were.,
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Mr. MoGonnell didn't have any Money, tout h*

had m well d r i l l , so he le f t home to d r i l l

for. ^ther people. Soot of the sett lers didn't hare

ooney, bvfcwotlld pay him with &00A, such,as b«ef,

hog m e t , or AOBMI kind of grain, when h« was paid

with grain ha always had i t ground. I hara «ada

and aatan lota of braad mada of ground kaffir 00TO.

It didnn stick togathar vary wall, but i t «as

nourishing.. Mr. UoConnall obarged fifty, oanta a

foot for the f irs t ona hundrad faat of dr i l l ing , and ,

ona dallar and f i f ty oanta a foot for tha next

hundrad faat. Most of the walla ^ara about forty

faat deep.

For the f irst aix or eight aontha after Moving

on the claim, «y neighbor, who lived about a mile

away, and who had a wall, hauled two barrel* of water

twice a weak to me. After eo long a tiiae ay husband

got enough noney ahead so that ha oould tek» t iae off

to dr i l l a wall for ouraelrea. At f irst when he went
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to wrk b* would be gone as long a* three weekst at

a tiae*

Our elaia was oa the prairie several miles from

where we oould gat wood, eo the children and 1 gathered

cow chips for fuel*

We sot vbat fev groceries we bought at Knie. our

nalar'food wae beoon, beane, potatoes, breed and oof fee*

. The seeond year ne lived on our c laia , My huabsnd

built « half dugouts The upper part of the wall was

made of eod, and tfee roof was eovered with planks and

dirt.

Tbe f irst year *e were on the claim we didn't

here a sefcool, but the next year a aod aohool houte

was built, and ray children stsrt«4 to school*

Our ooaamnity didn't have church or Sunday School

for several years* 1 believe the B*ptist$b&d the f i r s t

church.

I nafie every garment that «y children and X wore

by band*

I SAW one bunch of antelope about one hundred heaai
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but moat of. the wild gante was gone* we did have lots

of coyotes, wild oats, and a few panthers*

Owe f irst year on the claim we broke only five

acres of land. Bfe pleated watermelons'and cantaloupes,

and they did well. About the third or fourth year we

finished breaking our land and leased soae other, in*

eluding a school section that joined our place* All of

in «heat which did well. The next

year ay husband built e new sod

to get. A year or two later we sold our far© and lay

Lusband vent into the blacksmith business in Chickasha,


