
of

Lew linforcement—Federal



72
8 -

Form A-(S-149)

BIOGRAPHY FOBM
WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION

Indian-Pioneer History pro jec t for Oklahoma

field Worker's name Bthel B

jjhis report made on (date) Mffi IS

Loos TolS Qfcku

Name A3as&0 Poling

Post office Address Wi23S>ertoii
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DATS 0? BIRTH: Month Soygnber Day 21 . Year 1854

Place of birth Bcaemoy Old Virginia on south bank of the Pontaalao

Name of Father «Efypfta s» Ppllaj; Place of birth jfempfihlyp ya»

Other information about father Bern Hov> 6th 18g?f Parents fioa Walea»

. Name of Mother Mflii»fla Posnall Place of bir th

Other information about mothensvu,ttva of

Paimall of Moaaacimfletto, Friend of Benjamin FrmUin.
>tes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life
id story of the person interviewed. Refer to Manual for suggested
ib^ects and questions. Continue on blank sheets if necessary and
rtach firmly to this form, dumber of sheets attached 3 .
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imwnm mm ALOSZO POLIHB

FIEIC WORKER ETHEL B.

OIL Ifovaaber 21 1854, X «as bom a t «omney in old

Virginia on the south bank of the Potomac r ive r , t h i s

was before the s ta te was divided. My father was Thcenas

S« Poling isho proudly traced hi a ancestors back through

generattoas# His father caioe from Wales and took par t

in founding the Ufcited S ta te s , My mother f*as Kallnda

Powsall of the Poimall femlly of Colonial Goveiriara of

%saachuaette. Her family ma also proud of t h e i r record.

When quite a young man I went to Clark County, Ohio,

and in 188? came to Edwards County, Khnaas, where I taught

school in a l i t t l e sod school-house for §3O,ob a month

for t*o years* 1 had about t h i r ty pupils*

Those years the win$, and grass hoppers destroyed

most a l l the cropfe* I t aeons t o me the tdnd blow harder

and hotter than I t does not?*

When Oklahoma was opened la 1889, April 22, I stood

in l i n e aa2 when tfie shot saa fired to go, I made the Htm*

I got a claim, b i t t o my great disgust , i t proved to

be School-land end of coarse I had to g ive i t up.
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I soon met Deputy United States Harahs.1 George

Thornton and he appointed me as posse-nan t o a s s i s t him

enforce the law* Those were troublesome days and the

Deputy Marshal could not be everywhere a t once, so these

posae-msn were hired by him and when an outlaw or other

trouble came up, he would send the posse-man in charge

of the group of men t o bring in the offender or get the

stolen property. I worted under Deputy Marshal George

Thornton unt i l 1891, I received $3.00 par day when a t

work* I then war ted under Deputy Marshal E. D. Mix un t i l

1894. In 1894 I was duly appointed United States Deputy

Marshal and I moved from the ^handler d i s t r i c t to Oklahoma

City.

Mafly things happened durSag these years but they a re \

court records*

I m a a ec ld ie r from Oklahoma under Colonel Hoy Hoffman

inijhe Spsaish American % r t but i t allied before I got out

of the United S t a t e - .

In 1901 when the Kiowa Country opened, I registered and

drew a number aad located my claim, three miles west and two

miles south of Lone Vfclf, in Kto^a County* On this farm I
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a home and raised my faniiy* I have a gpod house sad

fine orchard on I t , aad am among the very few people^who

drew a cjaim to own i t yet.
T

Since my f gaily i s now grown, I have not? gqae over in

the ffitsnichi Mountains, south of Wilbur ton and bu i l t me a

211tie home, high up on the mountain, on the beautiful

highway which the Government has l a t e ly constructed* Here

I love t o l i v e among the mountains and the people \&om I have

known a l l these years* I have l i ved for ty-e ight years in

the service of Oklahoma and Oldahora has been good to me*


