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I ceme to Uklahona trom énsaa when 1 wes about thir.teen
or fourteen, and I started in cowpunching soon &’ter I landed,
After working fo.r‘variou’s renches for several years, I joined

up with fhe 101 remch. Mr. Miller, who owned the ranch, hed

-~

been given one hundred and one thousard acrss by the Indiens

S7tHe Ponea tribe.- He in return was to look after their

e

tribal affeirs and business. Three of his brothers were &lso

on the :r:anch. ‘
® The Indian reservations then hsd no fences; .they were a

-wide open cattle range. #e herded our cattle over a large
area. In the winter 'when.a cow had a cslf, we hed to rick up
the calf and take it back tp the ranch. We always simply
slung them over the ;?horae;s neck, e&nd let‘ them ride that wey.

In the lats sp}‘ing“we took the cattle to markst. Our
trail took us up sttzof Ponea City until we hit the Chisholm

'

Trail around Kingr;isher, and traveling con to hutchineon,
Kensas, ngiﬁime{ w8 went as far as Fort Lodge. It was often
called the toughe+t cow~town it the middls west,

We never hui"{'ied the cattle; they grazed along toward our \
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destination, and.we saw to it that they stayed togethe?, ang
kspt stayed together, and kept moving in the right direction.
Back of the herd ‘came the chuck wagon, #Whenever we crossed &
river where thers wasn't any ford, we never had any ¢rouble in
ﬁakipg the cattle swim across. The trouble lay in getting the
chuck wagon écrose. *; hed to make a raft by tying logs to=-
gether, Then we attached a rops to iv, and threw the other
end across {he river, After doing that, the chuck wagon was
driven onto the raft, and pulled across by the rope.

At night we bedded the cattle by circling the herd on
our horses. After awhile one lay down, and that seamed 70 be
a signel for the rest, becuuse w%thin five or ten minutes the
whole'herd was settled. -

There was quite & biy -of denger in & stampede since
cat tlatare easily excit;able, 80 tvwo watchgs were kept during

the night. It alweys took longer to fix breakfa.t &nd eat

it than it did for the cattle to get ready to start, This

-
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necessitated the morning shift{ sterticg the cattie es seen _

] e TS T
88 they were awake at esrly dawn, then coning back to eat
after being relieved by a fresh crew.

4
We, of course, steked our horses &t night, and soms, of

the cowtoys had four to six"stringers? ¢ me— e
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These horees were called this only because they were led
in a string behind ;he saddle horse. The cowboys uged
‘these stringeré a8 gambling,stakes'often, but their main
purpose in being teken aégdto eell in the bigger markets.

& very small thing wes apt to stempeds the cattle. A
pistol'shot or gome unpgual éqund gquite freque.tly did.
if yéu waie-%& zh@~p5t5 a7 (he berd, vhe cest iiing for
you to do ;hs to get out of ths way. The qﬁicxest and
best’;eiﬁbdfﬁ? sti??ﬁé Ehe st;mpedé was to ride around the
outaide of the herd shooting. F¥or some unknown'éaason that‘
always stopped them, A \ - oo

It wiog east tiges in those days. =»e npever ran short bf
anythihg to eat., I1If the supply'ran‘low; all we hed to do w' s
to go out and kill another beef, |

The fall round-up was interesting to an outsiLer, but for
thé cow-hand it wes herd labor. ¥%e singled out all the catile
belongzné to our ranch which bad no brands in order to brend o
them, Each one had to be tied down 8o we could hold him, then
the red-hot branding iron aprlied. Soms of the ccttle got 8o

mad that they gave a merry chass for many & uile, and sonetimss

charged the first thing they saw, whether it wis man or besst.

Others became so f.ightened that they p.ssed out of the ,icture.
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Horsee-racing was one of the 1ain sports of the cowboys,
and a lot of bett.ng took place. It took the form mostly of
_ons eow£oy's betting anotner thet his horse could outrun the
other's. Guns, boots, saddles, hats, end frequently the
horses themselves were pulb u;).

Therée were meny Indians at all times around the treding

- e

posts, and my contact with them-was mostly through thg postbf
The 101 Rench was one of threir éradiug cenvers. _-E:ﬂw?,

salt Fork was a dengerous ané tricky river, It didn't

look like it would amount to anything, but at the lezst

shower it would overflow its banks,
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