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An interview with Mrs. Hettie
Dewses Poling, Wellston, Oklshoma.
My father and‘mother with a femily of nine

ehildren caﬁe from the State of Indiana to Indien
Territofy in 1889. Faether was appointeq postmaster
and post trader for the Indians by President Harrison for
the town of #Yeilston which was twelve miles from the
QOklabhoma line, in the Kickapoo resarvatioﬁ, and con=-

isted of one store and postoffice combined, and one
dweliing,which #9 occupied.

’ About & year and nalf after the opening o% 014
Oklshoma in 1889, we were quietly aitting around ths
fire, in our living quarters after supper and father
had closed his store. As I remember it was dark. A
voice outgide éaid, "Hello.” Father went to the door
and of course we children did too. The light from the
door ahone out on two white men oa hqrsas‘surrounded
by Indians on horses. I don't know how many)horses and
men thers were. OUne of the Indians called father by
his Indisn name, "Ke Skitchee, we catchum white men

steal our horses."” Then they told father the best

they could in their language and some English too,
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how they had come upon the t»o white menm &t their hay
‘stac&él»here their ponies were eating hay, and said
,Lthevaére lighting matches to see which ponics they
w;nted to take. )
The white men suld they had got off the road and
warz lighting anatchies trying to find their way.
Tralls were @im in those days and an argument
went on betse:n the Indians and the two white men for

gometime. Then the Indiaps told father if he sould

taxe the two men in &nd keep them till daylight and

then they .ould leuave the country, thsy sould let them

go. ratner agreed to take thepr in snd see that they
left the country as scon as it was light cnoupgh to
travel. The menr?ere very obedlent #ad eager to have
tﬁe sheld!% of cu: home,

The Indiana we supposed went to thelr homes but
the nsxt aorning we . und them only a little ;ar}her
back. ‘they had stood guard all night~to'see thaf the
men left at daytlsht without their ponises. ihe two
pale faces {asd i‘hey were pale) were glsd 1o ,at off

80 easily and no diubt bad no desire to i{ecel again the

w#rath of the Kickapoo Tiibe.
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