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PRTERSON, W. S. INTERVIEW. #9761

"~

An Interyiew with W. S, Peterson, Roff, Oklshoms.
By = John F. Dougherty, Investigator.
January 24, 1938.

My parents were Jamss Peterson bagd Adeline Richmond
I;eterson, both born in Mississippi, (Dtteé unknown). Fath-
er was & merchant. There were thre; children in our fam-
ily. I was born in Mississippi, April 30, 1860, sand moved
with my parents to the Ingian Territory in 1874, settling
at 01d Boggy Depot in the Choctaw Hation.

At this time tﬁis was the most mpc;rtnnt town in
the Choctaw Nation. I.ate; 8 bridge was built @cross

\_?Boggy Creek and Hew Boggy came into existence. The stage
line from Caddo to Fort Sill ran through here. The gov-
ermment d1d much freighting over this line. At one time
tﬁey drove thirtyesix thousand head of cattle through
l%oggy Depot emroute to Fort Sill and Fort Reno. They
were issued to the Comanches gxid Kiowas at these points.
Thé hides of these cattle were later hauled back to Caddo
by Government wagons for shifnnent.\ There was a stage
stand at Boégy and one at Mill Creek. There wesre very few

houses; one's nearest'neighbor was usually about ten

miles any;
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Tra¥l wagone usually worked oxen in the Spring And
mles in the Fall. In that way the; dldan't pave to 5a;a
feed through the Spring and Summer/ Oxen could eat the

grass and not have to‘be fed on gfain. In the Fall when
the grass had died mules were p’f4on chauée %hey had to
haul feed Pnd‘xhey preferred ;/éa; they traveled faster
thsn oxen. Wagons were bu11§ qt Boggy Depot of bois d;~
“arc and white cak. They use,’é locust for the hub, These
wagéns sold fo£ about $100460feaah.

* Erin Springs in the Chickasaw Nation was a fron-

tier town when I first wemt thers., I had a cousin living

out there and I went to visit him a short time after we

moved to Boggy. It was there that I saw the first wild

Indians thaet I had seen. One day we went to & Kiows camp;

& bunch of Indian men were sitting on the ground'smoking)
the pips of peicc. This was a long-stemmed pipe. The
bowi stayed on the ground an& ;he 1ong’stem was passed
from one to the other around the circle until all hed
smoked. Big.Tree was their Chief,

. The Kio';a mounted their horses om the run. They

Iran a}ong Sy the side of the horse ss he ran and leaped

-
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onto his back from the ground,

The Comanches, Kiowas and Apaches hauled their own
freignt from Caddo to Fort Sill and Reno, having a white
men for their boaas, They often camped on Boggy when
freighting and we enjoyed going to their camp. Sometimes
we killed a beef and took it to thhm, asking if they would
have a War Dance that night. They built a fire and denced
around it, The beef was eaten in‘a raw atate, .They en-~
joyed having a ;hito boy dance with them. Taey caifed hin.

~

"Heap Good Warrior”. When the dance was over they would
@

8ay, "Tbbo.’Go Home™ #nd it was time to move, They meant
what they said ;hd we would depirt hurriedly to our ﬁouse.
Their bread was made of cormmeal and water, patted into

~ egkes a#d fried in a skillet. They wers turned with a ‘
long stick., If ome weht tc see thesa Indieng and they wen%
into their topges and closed their doorways they meant you , .
were not wanted there and it was time to get gway fram the
camp, 'They were very temperamentel. Sometimes visitors
wefe welcome and somstimes they were not.

T\\\\ When we first came to Boggy the Choctaw Capital was

&t ixgztrong, east of Caddo. It was moved by the vote of
-~



162
PETERSON, -W. S. - \ INTERVIEW. ' #9761

’
t

'(:.he Choctaws to Tuskahoma after the Frisco Reilroad was built ‘
in the e‘arly ?ightios. Wilson Jones was Principal, Chief of
.tlre Choctaws in 1890, He was not an educated man but possessed
extraordinary .intelligence. He had besn a business man for
maz;y years prior to hia slection as Principal Chief. There

uas very little money smong the Choctawa and he took cattle as

¢ D

. paynient’ for lus saleae Thus he accumulated a large herd of -
cattle which e‘\rengu:lly mede him nalthy. ‘Ihe Principal Chiot

was elected tor geriod of two yetrs. Next in importance

-~

came tne four Disirici G‘ﬁiai‘a, oae IoF ‘sash of the four dis«

*

o ' 4
tricts which were Hotubbee, Apuskshanubbee, Mosholatubbe and -
Pushmetaha. Each of theée districts was divided '\into counties,

which were presided over by county ‘judges.” There were sheriffs

. - i
‘and other officers elected by the vote of the psople. The ‘

judicial power of the Nation was vested in one Supreme Court.

-

| Q.

There were also Circuit and county Courts., The Supremo Coi.u't

ac
’1

was oomposed of three district Judges one of whom wae ‘the

-

Chief Justice. ‘me legislature met early in October and con- .

N .«
tinued_ég% Tive weeks, and sometimes seven. The members of

both houses received five dollars a day. The Senate was com= .
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po\aed of four senators from each c}isti'ict who were elected for
a two year‘ term. The representatives were elected frg;nf each
c.ounty by the voters. There was one representative fégi/' each
one thousand citizens. Nobody but Indians could belong to
this legislative body. . . ¢
~* %hen Ok’hhoinq was to becoms a state&them ¥as fmueh dis-

) . : . 4
cussion betwsen the Choctaws and Chickasaws sbout.the name.
The Choétaws wanted 1tlto be cglled Oklahoma, mesning Red
Man, and the 6hi'ckaaawa wished it to be pamed Indisnols, or
‘home of the Indian. Through the influexico of Gabe Parker,
a Choct;w, it came to bear the name of Oklahoma. The Indiansf"
passed our house day and night siigging songs about Oklahoma '.-,

and Indianola, .

v ——— ..

" <Ex-Governor Allan Wright of the Chootaws lived in.

2

Boggy Deiaot' while I was there.. I have heard him pretch many

-
—

times. He was indeed a scholar. He was born in p&ississippi.
His mother died in i&iasieﬁippi_mé he cems to the Chootaw Na='
tion with his father in 1833, His father died when Allan was '

just a baby and Cyrus Kingsberry who was a'son of J. C. Kir:xgs-

5

.

berry, one of the first méaioni\riea among the Chpotaws, took

b

charge of Allan. He entered Spencer Academy and in four ysars

—~
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was ¢ os;n_tolgo to college in the étate:. He went to
Deiaw e College, then to-Princeton and finally to & |
Theo%ogical Seminary in Na; Ybrg gity.' thp he had com-
plet&d his éégfse in the§lbgy h; returned to the'Choctai
yht on" where he wes ﬁlaeeé tﬁ charge of Armstrong Académy.
He ras licensed to preach and bacams an outstending figure
. the * choctnva, givingﬂto the worlad a gictionary of
\t Chogtaw M nguage, He tra,nslated several volumes of
the Ch&ﬁtay andtchicgigéy laws into English. ﬁe was con-
idered thé most useful citizen'of';ﬂé Choctaw Nation.
I belped Cyrus Kingsberry drive hia herd of csattle
‘inéo oklahoma ip 1889, He loat all but @ few hundred head
and _brought those back to his tarm in the Ohoctaw Nation.

I married Kate Anderson at Boggy Depoﬁ in 1886. VWe
didn't have & license; we were married by a Missionary
among the Cﬁdﬁpawq by the name of Haéue. He sent our cer-
tificate of marriage t; éherman, Texas.to;ﬁe.;eoordéd.

I hauled my pheat to Byrd's Mill in the chickaéaw
hﬂtion, a distance of thirty-rive milea to be ground into

. flour for/;inter use. 1t took me all day to mnke the trlp.

I camped at’ the mill all night; they ground night and day.
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.

My vfllour end shorts would be ready the ne%t mor'x;ing and I
yould start for honie,. arriviné there abou;it ten o'clock tha.t
aight. This was & £ifty barrel capacity mill. Occasionally
I ate breaki;ast at the hotel near the mill, In those days
there were no soreens and their method of shooing flies from

the table was rather unique, They had & smell water wheel

y‘ed paper fans back
f
and forth across the table. We moved tF Roff in 1910

outside the dining room window which mo

and have lived hers since that time. f
- !
1
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