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PILBURN, EFFIE. INTERVIEW. 9306.

Elixabets Duncas,
Journslist.

Interview with Effie Pilburn .
© Tonkawa, Oklahoma.

All history is a fulfillment of someone'’s visior
and early day history of Gklehoma is dbut'a dreai come

true for all those who plonesred and styyid-on thrt‘mgh

430

privations io'botter,timza. The Roberta® story is only .

oue of many. Their dream began in years previous to
1893; snd so strong had their vision become that whenm
that part of the state known as 0ld Oklshoma was Opeﬁod
for ssttlement in the spring of 1889, K. P: Robsrts,

‘3*tith htl father and tamily and Mrs. Robart's mothar and

'iOna, nado the tece into that saection. : S

Much of that section of Oklahoma was takan by*ﬂSoon.rn"

and becanan of this fact and bocauao of 1nudequtts pre-
paratidn. this Roberts group railsd to securs homoataads
in that Run.

®

After a rather eventful crossing of the "Cheroksd

e

Qutlet” and an almost equally eventful return, the Roberts

family, E. P. and Wife, Mary, with their two childres,

e
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Bert tnd xrn-, located on a rented farm sight miles C e

oy

tonthnsf of Onldwell on tho Kansas-Oklshomes line, whers
they 1ived, waiting the time until the Government would
see rit to open this narrow a}rip of land, icnou ag the
Cherokea Outlet or the Strip, to settlement,

puring thess four yesrs ¥r. Roberts made trips
through the morthern part of tha Territory until he was
femilier, bimself, with the lay of the la:;d and had de-
c}dod Just whers he would ‘s_ptk his homestead. v
~ Many herds of wild cattls roamed thess splendid grass
landa and a longhora, who kuew no fear of man, was a foe
.tco be avo;ﬁod. In fact, a psrson on fodt was 1n very
| great dangor and since these catile did not reauzc what
a tnnco_m, many atrayed imto the nativo Rapis acrou
the border. HNrs. 'Pilbni'n recalls very di.‘asttnct}.y seeing
a’'ehild of tem skin up the side of an old fashioned corn
orib %o gst o’nf of the way of an angry old fellow with |
_horns tha$ were 'fully four feet from $ip-to tip.

After the bin had passed Congress, doclaring tha
land was to be opened on the given date and ?rnidant ‘
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' Glanland hed signed the measure, thoae as Near as wers
the Bohorta family to the “St rip" 1‘5:91,1‘, falt mternted’
"~ and cxcited. ' R

’lnk; before the 0 paning day caravana of peopie began
drifting 1:: near the border and camping, to be on hand when -
\tho great- aay arrived. All types of people and in all
eoaditlianq and circumstances were thers except thers wers
Rone’ -ith nmch woney, as the Xation uas then in the panis
',parom of 1893. |

‘ Many interssting circumatances oocurred on that mem-

ofablg day, September 16, 1893. It had besn a ae&aon, hot
and dry and n‘nple'a/le'mt, but on that particular day s zool
bresze was wafted across the prairies. R

" 4s would be natural where 8o many and suvh & tfg’ém-— '
geneous group wers gathened, aariy inorning. fmmg{i evoryi;ody |
 astir and much preparation goiné on. Men with families
and dependents ware asking permiszion to leave all, \e?cop;
one .ioru or horses ~vnhich they were using in the racé.‘ |
until such time as they m.éhz veturn, In the-last sinute

preparation a necessary tool was boriowsd for which ‘thoy
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were glad'to leavi’any amount of deposit as a gwarentee
of return. Bresd and .any other kind of food easy to
carry was eagerly sought by those who had ?eéi too late
to procure.it alsewhers. Canteené and jugs were filled
until lomg befors noon the well had yieided its lézt

‘drop, several different times, .mly %o refili each time.
Men and women or horseback, in buggies, in cartis,

- in veﬂicl;s*hade tfom the rumning gears vf farm wagons,

in. every eoﬁceiv&ble conveyance all set out in the race.

Soon men were seen leaping from their horses to "set
their stakes", that part of their equipment, which with a
c;;teen of water and perheps ; snack, of food made up their
outfit. RBach stake carried a banner on which was the man's
name and %hé‘planting of it Pirst on any quarter of land
made this person the owner of this quarter of land..

Befb?s the afternoon of the day of the Run enéedﬁ the
.(firet returning land sebker ceme straggliug back in. He-
_h%d broken the axle of his wagon and had to turm back.

?gqy'othér discouraged and disg;sted citizens of far nway

parts soon ended their search for fortune in "Fair Okishoma".

o
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One group, who sesexed to bLe mestly school ieachers, re-
ported, as they were stopping for a cocline drink, that
thsir 1ittle 0ld school housed looked bet%er v them ‘than
‘8.l th.e vast domain; and they were returning; fovever

.content with their dear old hoxms. ‘

“  So it went om. all through the afternoon aad night,
and the marvel was ;gattéo serious accidents befall,any-
one in all that mad rush and no one injured, ;r killed,
was reported from ;ﬁéné the number,

~ When Mr, Roberis had gonse on the evenfng of the 15%:
of September he had taken his stand on the Kansas border 7
a few miles west of Hunnewall and almost due rorth of the
place whers he wighed to locate. éere he and G. R. and .
J. B. Cowsn, former friends and neighbors, completed £inal

€

arrangements for the race, which for each of them meant &
homs. ‘

#ith a cantesn of water, his stake with na.e a%tached
and a determination %o win, E. P. Roberts sat astride a bdbig,
bony, iron-gray horse, waiting for Uncle Saﬁ's man to fire

the signal. When the pistol shot ramg out, they wers off.
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The masses kept thinning és one by one the racers dropped
until a gcmparatively few remained tc hurry on. One :
vehicle carried a man and a woman ‘in a red dress, and
later developments proved that this woman ;ae racing for
the spot on which Roberts planted his stake.

Fhen the banks of the 3alt Fork Rive£ were reached
alihough thay were almost perpendicular and some twenty-
0dd fest high, thase men only.looked for a littla.gulch

"from which to make the lesp. Ho water, just sand that
scemsd like rozk whsn the horses hit the earth,

A leap to the earth and a stake with a red flag
and the name, "B. P. Roberits" thereon, was placed and a
dream of a lifetimelfor him an§ his wife ;as maled a fact
at about 1:40 P. 4. September 16, 12983,

Then followed a sseking out of corner stones, 8
mnaking zure that no ons else was on the same square of
earth.

Now came days of waiting end watching, eagerly

expecting their number to te culled as*they stayed in

line at the Lend Office in Enid, waiting for Uncle.

~
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Sam's O K on their ownership tiile, After five years
all the requiremsnts he7ing been fulfilled, a deed to
th:lﬂortheaét Quarter of Section lé,.Townah}p 25, Range
3, in L County, Cherokes Outlet of the Territéry of
Cklahoma, was handed to E, P, Robertg.

Mrs. Roberts and the children spent the winter of
1893 in Kansas where the youngsters attondqdbschool
while Mr, E. P. Roberts made ready to move down in the
spring. During this winter he had msny experiences,
driving the fifty miles to and from the claim. Once
returning in a blinding sanow that covered e&ery trace
of road or trail, the horses had only\instinét to guide
theg. ¥hen spring came the ouéer walls of a seven-room
house with a stone walled cellar under it, a largs bam
and a amaller hen house, greeted the syes of the Roberts
family as they drove in in wagons. Thess psople felt
some of the hardships of piloneer life immediately, The
weather man dated one of the coldest March storms for the;e
days, and they arrived in its shivering blasts. A heater

in the cellar with the pipe out ths window was a poor excuse
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for a place to keep the body comfortable, but much good’
bumor and sqund bodies governed the stituation ‘and soon
the tide was turned. Oklahoma's sunshine 41d its work,
and in ;Qat a few short days real life and growth on
these piains wilderness had begun. '

The first Sumer 84w 30d broken, fences built end
every erfért put forth to make a home on this primeval
prairie. Many less determined settlers on these lagdaf
became discouraged and left for more setiled places.

Nothing,howsver, dsunted the Kobartis family; #hen

fall came the question of school arose. In the entire

district there were sbout six families ;penﬂing the

~ - s -
#inter. There was no school house, no funds, no school -

teacher--just a nsed. One of the bachelors, a man near
the center of district, offered his house, a dugout, fcr
a school house.

¥ith about eight or ten children of various ages
Mayme Burns assumed ths ‘responsibility of teacher of a
subseription school, terms $1.00 per month per child,

in Digtrict #57. Thiw school lasted about four or five

g
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months with more or less success and when the next year
caﬁn around oonditiona‘were easier to meet but still there
was no school house and no funds. Soon there was another
dugout fitted with desks and benches, home made, and &
teacher, %@sé Maude Gautier, hired for a term of five
months and a real school was in progreés. T o«

Sog? Sunday Schools were appearing with an occasional
preaching service when some minister happ;ned to come as
resident or visitor or on-4 missionary tour.

. The first organization of this type to which the people -
of District #97 had access was in the Imel dugout, a
bact.elor's home on the south side of the disirict. "Soon
this group moved to the Meece homs and then as timeﬂwore
on school houses were built and these became the mesting
places. Dayton built its "soddy” at an early date and there’
many gathsrings were held. The ¥Winter of 1894-3% saw the
organization of "literaries” in practically every school
house. ’

School was again held in the Chaney dugout with Miss

Dora Beagle as teacher for five months and much was ac-
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complished, but the need for £ettef bousing was more
apparent aﬁﬁ times grew bstter. Thé patrons, under the
leadership of Robert Mason gnd some others, built what
was termed a "big" school houss and\iénwas‘the center of
all social life as well as a ;chool house for Bistrict
#97. The building was not completed until ﬁ?tu winter,
consequently a shori tera of achoqlzof three months was
held, witﬁ“Mr. R. L. O'Mealay as teacher,

To supply funds fo help - in the expense of ersctiug
and furnishing the building several dafZes were held %o
which people ceme from far and near.

The Cowens we;e in this community from the start,
as were the Gilberts, Mrs. Huffman and daughters, Net
and Ki%, the Masons with their family of Dick, Eve,
Blanch, Lou Snyder with her little ones was a later
grrival,.aa was Pole Bunch, whose wife soon passé& away,
leaving him with three daughters, Eva, Lottie, Helen.
The lynch family came but stayed only a short time. The

Burns and Woods familiea also left early. In the ccurse

of vime the Ser%iss, Dixon, Mgrston families arrived. A
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iittle later Tom Cobb and his wife and children came
intc .the cormmnity. These with ;he Wooleys mede up
all our families, but the.maids, Zu Gilbert and Dolly
Parks, and the bachelors, Charlie and Bill Chaney,
Willis Grahem,

Lees, all of /hom wgz{ _eager to share in commun-
e

Gilbert, Marion Gilmer and the

Soon ,aftér the erection of the new school house

there an’ itinerant preacher and the River Vallsy -«

/

?efséhool fias organized' rfrom which mmch good came.

e

ring ‘ome of these winters's most successful liter-
ary sodiety was carried on and so these people grew

cut of pioneer life,



