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Johnson H. Hampton
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Interview with Frank Holladay
Antlers, Oklahome

I was box;n November 22, 1883, in Arkanses and
-came %0 Indfan Territory with Filther when'I was abouf
two years old; we came in a covered wagon to Indian /
Territory. Ve c¢esme to what ts x.xow Talihine, where
Father got Q j'oi at & gawnill eand wotkéd there rc;r
 several yeéars; we then moved to Tuskahome where he _j__ o

worked at a sameill. He was 2 regular sawmill hand

" and when I got big enough %o worikc I followed in his /

/

/ -

footsteps md went to work at a sawmill. I worked J
around the mill for a while then‘went out into the ,/
!ood'a- axd cut logs for the mill, At that time this
’ country was full of fine yellow pine timber end
'hite-oaxa{ in feet there was also lots of other '
comeereial timber here then and the sawmills jnﬁ,‘
-slaughtered them going an! coming. They did not
have to pay anything for the timber so they got
the best $imber they could find. There were sev-

eral big sammillis in the ecuntry then snd they eut
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from £ifsy thousand feet to one hundred thousand feet per
day. They slso had their planers and planed the iumber as
fast as they eould cx'xt it. They th‘en would lqd it on cars
end ship it to other cities, At that time they d4id not
pay mueh for the leber ; the best wages at that time wers’
abous $1.50 to $2.00 per day but everything else wes chesp

80 we 7rndo sone momey, besides making s good living.

AR
_____Thoy used oxen to log with and out in the woods I have seen

as many as fon yoke;or oxen hitched to one wagon hauling
logs to th» mills, Yhe_lwnb& was hauled hy 'agon;h;md
teans of mules and horses, besices the oxen te=rs.. The
oxen were shod just like tixe mules_and horses as they had
to 4tand on the rocks on the mountains. Thoae were good
times; we 413 not meke much momey but we lived just the
same and Red plenty of things to eat and wear.

Father wmas & contractor for custing logs; I don'§
know what he got but he stayed in the woods mesrly all .
the time to see that <the lofn were, all hauled in to the
mill. He was getsing paid bi the logs scale as the lws
wane ixto the yards, so he just stayed in the woods most

of the time. I was out there helping him and custing
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logs a8 well. At.that time Shere were no school nor
churches of a-y kind end the childen 31131; ran wild and
some of them grew up without any education af all whate
ever until after several years they finally got up sube .
acriytion schools and at most or the milla the  then be-

gan to bave achoJla and they got some preachers to come

to the mill camps and hold aervices on Sundays so at the

mills we began to see civiligation then for evexrpone was

'for himself and {t seemed thst the older people were got-
ing wild just the same as their children were,

'There were not meny white pedple ir the country but
t'fzeré were a fow families aroungi the mills; the work hends
did not get out very much,only to towr and I;ack,and it was
only a sswmill tow: wat thst, and they dared not venture
out very far from the, mill-camps because they were a.reid

B
of the Iidlans bdut o ?undays they would cet out and kill

|
deer and turkeys and some fish as they mostly lived on
wild games as at that time ti.ey 4id not have gardens. They
could put in gardens if they warted to at the mil grounds

\; ) s -
but they did not put any gerdens for their vegetalles and

CAN
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many times they would bui beans and other garden veretables
from Indians: who would bring them to the mill'an;l they
80ld them readiliy for the people wunted them to eat and a
good many psoplg would buy venison from ther: .nd turkeys
they ;old 8lso very cheap; they would sell deer for 25 cents
per ham fa tne venison and 25 cents apiece for the turkeys

so it wes just about as chaép to buy as to ® out and kili

thempurselves but we did not have tiz;n when the mill was
running and it ran nearly all the tims. e

Wl;en I was growing up I could see deser. in droves like
cattle there wmould be about a hundred in a drove and turkeys
the same abouta/hﬁn&red of them in a drove and there were some
bears in t:.e mountains and there were some panthgrs and
ceugar-lions, in fact,everytﬁing alse that a man hzint@d to see
@t -was subject.to this country. There wem'moré Wolves
tiun anythiné else;they would come to our house .nd catch
our. piga .nd we would have to get out at night and run them
away from the hogs fenca where the hogs were; we kept the

hogs in pens at night sll th~ time. My father killed a

cougar-lion one night; that is right late in the evening
2 .



297

HOLLADAY, FRANK. - INTERVIE.. 12864.

Ve
%

-5-

F

" this éougar-lion cgpevvé;y close to the house and caught
a young colt and wa; d;ting him whén.my father saw ﬁim
and got his gun and:kifled him, he hud already eaten the
bam of the colt befors he was killed. )
I have bean to an %;?i i ¢ .mp malting; I could not
’ understand 3 word th«“ﬁndian prp;cher was 8 ying as he

spoke in his own language but I was there everytime to
attend the meetiﬁg for we did not have maetings at our
mill camp only once in a while, and I h.ve sttended their
cries which are vory sad things to see. Of_course, 1
could not understand what they were suying but when the
Indians got arqﬁnd the grave and begen to cry over the
grave thenAit would affect me just the same as it 1id

the In‘ciians. After a cry the Indians then would have a
big dinner and after dinner they would al. g0 home; I
never 8aw an Indian dance nor the War dunce; I have heard
of their haying the War dance but they quit when the war
WaE OVeT. ‘They danced what was culled a ¥irginia Reel
dance and they ‘.chen began tc dance the square dance just
like the white people but they have not danced for a long‘

time; the Choctaws are not much for amuSement like other people,
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_Father died in Oklshome end is buried in whet is
know es Johns Valley out in the’monntainn; et that time
there were no cemeteries and he was buried st the mill
e@, about twenty-tin‘ milas northeast of Antlers. Mother
died in Ar)éansas and is buried at our old home place; she
néver dld come to this country; she had died before my ‘
tuthog left there ;nd ceme to Indien Territory. /

T

I have been raised hers inm this country, have lived— - —— -
here all of my life end have been emong the Choctaws all
during this time. I married and reised my children among
then; they have gone to -a”chool with them, played with them
eand I have traded with them in every wey. 1 s0ld them
things - hogs amd'maybe a besf once snd awhile. I have
found them honest and sincere in their dealings; my ex-
perience with them has been just fine; 1 never had any
trouble with any —ot them and they are all my frienda todey.
They are f;no poeople ~ in my opinion there are mo bottor{
people on exrth than the Indians. There are not many full
bng@. now snd maybe there won't be meny 1l&ft to tell tha

' taia ia the next $en years if something is not done for them.

Note: Johnson Hemptoﬁ% ne' 'seripts written as & full-

" blood expresses himself are not edited for better “ngiish.=
Edit~r.



