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Maurice R. Anderson
Investigator
November 12, 1937,
Interview with ﬁrs. Ee« G, Hightower
Pauls Valley, Oklahoma. ’

I came to the Indian Territory in 1895, and settled
at Pauls Valley in the Chickassw Ration. My husbaﬁd and I
want into the general mercantile business here and remained
in this business until 1914, Mr. James Rennie was post-—
master whon we came to Pauls Valley. Mr. C. J. Grant was
the rirst danker, There was a subscription school hers then,
and two church houses, Presvyterian and Methodist. Dr. Burks
was the leading doctor. Thers was a grist mill east of Pauls
" Valley on the river, owned by Zack Gardner and it wes run by
water power and was the only mill in this part of the country
at that time. The o0ld mill and Mr. Gardner's home wer:
beautiful plaeegko see and there was e\fine shady grove thare
where we haeld picnics. Mr. Gardner's homs wus painted white
with a shite picket fence around it, At that time there were
very few nice homes and Mr, Gardner's home was the finest look-
ing h;use in this part of thg country. ~

Evory.Sunda} there ;ouln be a large crowd of people visit-
ing there, and at apple gathering time Mr, Psul's plage on the
hill just south of Pauls Valley was a beautiful place. He owned

the finest apple orchard in this part of the country.
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Pauls Valley was the first town‘in the Indian Territory

to incorporate and this took place in 1898, and in January, 1899,
there was opened at the little trading center of Pauls Valley
the first public school for white children in th® Indian Terri-
tory., Previous to this a sehool of aiaqmiapublic nature had
been'maintained, the sslaries of the téachers being paid through
tuition fees, This first free school had its beginning in the
bullding already in uss by the tuition school, a dbuilding pur-
chased through popular subscription. This\buildiﬁg, remodeled
several tip;a, is still in use as the Stuffipbean Funeral home.
The first public school board was, Claudt.reéyer, ex-postmaster
of OUklshoma City, C. A. (Al) Willianms, R. W. Hﬁmyhrey,’ﬁ. T.

Hightower, J. C, Goodlie and J. B, Thompson as ;hairman, e I.
Slms was the first principal of the school and Jth wilkinson
its firat superintendent. /.Ee closing cxercises of ;he first
tenn of the "first free school of the Indian Territory?, Mias
Eugenia"Tippitt reeeived her diploma that night);pe onli\grad-
uate, In 1900‘¥he graduating class again éonsisted of oge girl,
Miss Savanna Kinnebrew; in 160} J..M. Osborn succeedod Superin-
tendent .ilkinson and a highﬁchool building was erccted on the

north side of the aschool grounds., This first higﬂﬁéhool build-
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ing was little more than a box shanty with two rooms, one
room of which served a double purpose, that of office of
the superintendent and class room for the ninth apd tenth
grades. The seventh and eighth grades were in the other
room of the shack. In 1901 the graduatiﬁg class was of six
girls, In 1802 there were no gradustes, but in 1903 there
was a class of three, among whom was Miss Beulsh Conner,
now the wife of the Stated Attorney General, .Mr. Mac ..
Williamson. PFrom this humble beginning 1n11899 has grown
the magnificent institute of mhich we are all, so proud. o
| In 1908 the Haaﬁita River was higher than I have
ever seen- it since I have lived here. In that year people
rowed up and down the streets in boats. ¢ A¢

It was at this same timne the fight was on to see who
got the county seat between Elmore CTity, #ynnewood and lauls
Valley, tha: was the bizgest election fight I have ever ssen
at Pauls Valley.

My husband, &. G, Hightower, served’on. term as Mayor

of Pauls Valley,

I have lived in Pauls Valley continuously since 18985,



