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Field Worker's name Grace Kelley
This report made on (dats) . August 18, 1937

1. Name —_ Mrs, MO'OO Hiekman -
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2. Post nffice Address Henryetta, Oklahoma, ‘Ilgute L Box 84B

3. Residence address (or l.cation) § a '
2 m!%e east o% coun¥y line.

4, DATT N¥ MIRTH: i'rnth Day Year
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6, Tame of Father _ Iittle Fish_ Place of birth _Qgpknown 1857
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Other infoarmation about father

-y

7. Name of "“ther.Eleg_Bﬁxnﬁti- Place of birth papngtt Ranch
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Other information abﬂut mother

“otas or complete narrative by the fisld worker dealing with the
lif@ and story »f tlie person interviewed. Refer to lianual for
suggested subjects and questicns. Continue on blank sheets if
necessary and attaech firmly to this fcrm. Number of sheets
attached .
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HICKMAN, M. C.(MRS.) INTERVIEW. 7211
Interviewer, B o .

Grace Kelley : L Q
August 18, 1937 (

Interview with Mrs. M. C. Hickman
Y Henryetta, Oklahoma
Civil War story as told to Mrs.
Hickman by her grandmother, Mery Barnett.

MarY’Bérneﬁt was a little girl when they were
b;ought from Alabema. é;; died twénty—t%o years ago and
as near as we could figure her age she was a hundred and
two years 6ld. Nobody knows the exact age of any of those
0ld Indians,

This is how she told me the story: All the women

were hidden; we were lying out:and hiding in old hollow

’C .

logs. For weeks ana weeks we had nothing to eat nor driﬁk.
I ran to a great big hollow log to hide and when I looked
in I saw someoﬁe in there'and ran away soared, After going
a little way I changed my mind anl went back and looked in
the log agein.
A little girl about six years old was sitting up in
the log. She was afraid of me, barefoot and her feet were S0’
swollen thet she gouldn't walk, I got her out and carried if“\
her on my baok; I came t0 & covered wagon with a white- -

family in itand I don't know whether they or I was scared

worse. They wanted to knOW'iy any men were with me and I
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said that I was alone except for the little girl I had
found in a hollow log and that I was starving. Tﬁe man
said, "Well, we are toc. Get in and go with us." ‘So
I got in and went with them, He would drive the cover-
ed wagon down in big, deep ditches to hide it, it seemed
no one could drive in such piaces. Ve passed through

the Indian town of Waw Seeda,

Tuokabatgchee Sacred Plates

I know about this but can't say that it is anything
but selfishness and cruelty to womem. My husband is a’
white man but I ﬂave relations who believe in this wa& of
-doing.

My brothér-in-law, Salahi Lewis, has his own plate,
cup and saucer, knife, fork ami spoon, his own chair and
bed. No one is allowed to eat with or uée thess things.'

-His wife is past the change so she is considered like a
maﬁ but they have some young daughters and daughters-in-
law and relatives and his %ife has to be very careful to
watch that they don't bother his things or he raises a
terrible séene.

I believe they get this idea from the 01d Testament
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which is the reason they ocall them Sacred Plates, and
Tuékabatchee is Salahi Lewis' Indian town. -~

Salahi lewis - won't eat roasting ears until after

he has taken the Green Corn Medicine, If some of the .
w.men egt roasting ears before that time he is very strict
about éelling them not to drink out of the same cﬁp or
dipper that he uses, He will take them over to the water
and show them the cup he uses and éell them to be sure

and not use it as he hasn't had the medicine yet.

Creek Indian Confinement

I was a grown woman but was young and had no chile-
dren, however I figured I was old enocugh to be around at
the time of confinement.

When Grandmother took a quilt and started “out with
it I thought she felt badly and would go and talk with her
so I followed her, She went a quarter.of @ mile fram the
house and made a pallet under a tree, When I got there
I asked her if she was going to take a nap ar just lie
down, She said she was sick right now and for me toggo
back to the house, I asked her why she came sc far from

the house and she seid so that nobody could hear her if

-
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she soreamed, She képt telling me to go back to the
house as I was too young to be there, but I stayed, and
she was sick quite a while, When the baby came }/uyked
if she wanted me to take it to the house but she insist-
ed that I leave it alone. So I went back and left her.

She took care of it herself and after a while
she came back carrying the baby and the quilt. They had
a little 0ld house in the back with half the chinking
out and no stove in it, She was put to bed in there un-
til she was well, then she was allowed to come back in
the house but had to use separate things. The baby was
four or fifa months 0ld before the father ever touched it,
The women were allowed around es long as they were preg-
nant but not when they were sick,

When they were on a trip and a woman was ready to
bear & child, she would stop them and would take her quilt,
go away and hide., The others would sit around or stand a
around and wait for her on the trail but they didn't go
-about her, After a while{ sometimes a short time and some-
times‘longer, she would come back with the baby and they

woulﬁiéo on,

‘87
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Women danee at the stomp Qanoes but only the ones
who are feeling well. They dance around a fire and the
smoke will follow one who isn't well., They don't hesi-
t:te to tell her to get off the ground., That ground is
considered in the same way-as the dishes and ohairs,éto.

Creek Stripes

They still do this but I will tell about the one
I really knew about., Papa told us nét to look but I saw
enocugh to‘tell about. There was a big crowd of Creeks
who camped in eur yard all night. Tﬁey took pins and
seratched themselves from the wrist to the elbow,across
the'ohest, on their legs and ba?ks until the blood ran
off. They didn't wash in water but after a while they

washed in a jar of medicine which was three feet_high.‘

88
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The baby boys were seratched but no women nor

baby girls. That was in the morning before they took their

i

medicine, after they took a dose of mediosine they went in
the woods to vomit to get rid of all malaria, chills and

fever, .
Each womsn has to take a bowl of food to an arbor

where the men eat after taking mediecine. The women eat

at the camp, then the men ocome to eaqh camp and eat a
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little. While the womeﬁ are.preparing.the food the chief
goes to each camp and jaba the ground with a very old
stiok he has and tells the women to hurry up. He makes
the trip to all the camps several times and then everyone
is ready to eat at the same time.

Corn for the Men who take Medid ne.

There are quite a few men who take medicine and

they have fasted and taken medicine for four days. Only

¢

four ears of corn are allowed for them to eat.

__The chief takes the four ears of corn and bBloWA. . ......co..cwm-
on them; then the men take the corn and either blow on it
or rub their faces wifh it and I couldn't tell for sure

just what they were doing. Then the corn was divided into

little pieces and each man ate some of it. They had differ- - ——

ent dances which lasted four or five days and the last
night the dance lasted from seven at night t111 seven in
the morning.‘

Ribbon Dance

This is their pretty dance but I Asua’t know its
@ .

meening. Each woman has ribbons of all colors fastened

-~

to the top of her head with the ends stireaming down be-

hind. They dance in a circle around the fire in the
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afternoon, That is the afternoon before the all night
dance. No man dences in this dance unless it is the chief,
he sometimes does. |

Marriage and Divorce

In 1882 the Creeks passed a law that each aouple
living together at that time wereman and wife but after
that time the Creeks had to be married by a preacher or
officer, After that their marriage and divorce laws

'Were the same as ours,

Before 1882 they had what we call gommon law

90
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marriage. Many Creeks hed mors than one wife but they
uswlly had a house fa each wife. I only knew one Cresk

man who had two wives living in the same house. I don't
)

know of any Creek having more than seven wives but I did

know of one Creek who had that meny, The houses were on
the same ground bﬁt a little way apart, like a little town.
This way of living was like free love, If a man cgould
get a womén'to quit her old mén, he would live with her
for a while, If & woman's husband died, she was a widow
until someone ocame along whom she liked €né§ they 1ived
’$ogether, sometimes they lived together as long dand were

as true to each other as if married by our way,
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0ld Books, Treaties, Pottery

I have an 0ld iron pot belonging to Salashi Lewis'
mother that is abo;t six or gight inches in 41ameterﬂ

5Unole William Sullivan had a lot of books and
treaties dating back at least to 1845, .When his widow
dieé some of her things were put on exhibit over in
Okemah but I don't know what beceme of these papers, I
believe they would be oonsidefed valuable if they could
be found.

. The Creeks made clay pots, shaped them and pound-
ed” the cénters‘out amd let them stand in the sun to dry.
They boiled food in them and if a pot made the food
gritty it wasn't used again., The pots they conked in
Aid not make the food gritty nor taste of the elay in
any way. Aunt Lowina Sullivan's pots gre'at_0k§map.

The Creek'Indién vomen rode side saddles even rode
wild horses that had been ridden ohly once with side

saddles, Aunt Lowina Sullivants saddle is also at Okemah,

Creek Laws

The Creeks had Lighthorsemefi the same as we have
sheriffs, When anyone did wrong these Lighthorsemen ar-

rested him and guarded him unti%/xhe trial which was held

¥\
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before twelve jurors and a judge. The judge passed the
sentence and the man was released until the time for the
exeouyion. The Oreeks usua;ly sent out word that on such
a day‘and time they Were.going'to hgze the execution and
fo oome and see it if you wanted Fo.

The person I saw whipped was a negro who had
stolen a cowe They took all his clothes off but a breech
~ clout., His feet were chained together and a log put be-
tween them and a Lighthorseman stood on the log to hold
him down. His hands were chained to a 1limb overhead and
he was stretched as tight a8 & drum. A hundred lashes
were given for the first offemss, two hundred for the
sécond and death for the‘third offense of stealigg.i This
negro got a hundred lashes, ‘The fifst ones were light
licks, one Ligﬁthprseman gave fif%yllashes gnd th; oﬁher
'sto0od on the log then they exchanged places énd the,othér~
Lighthorseman. gave the negro fifty lashes. It seemed that
‘eve;y lick got harder fhan the one before it. Toward the

last the negro would ory,"Oh, Lordy". and lsap upward
taking the chain and log with him,

The Indién I saw killed was executed like this;

they dug a long%ﬂitoh and stood him on a box at one end
: .

932
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of it. A piece Af paper was pinn;d over his heart.
Two Lighthorsemen walked b;ck some distance, eaoch having
a gun; one of the guns had a blank in it but the Light-
horsemen didn't know which one it was so they wouldn't
know who killed the Indian and both Lighthorsemen shot
the paper in the center, The Indianﬁfell over in the
ditch. I suppose he was covered and there might have
been a ¢offin in there but that is all I saw for sure.

Murder carried the death penalty unless thg
prisoner cguld prove.it was done in self defenge and
not oold blooded-mugﬁer.

That was ap,/‘/uizyaka Town and Billie West and
Sango Johnson wepé Lighthhorsemen for this distriet.
You know they hdd Lighthorsemen for each district just
as we have the sheriff and deputy for each/county. Both
these men arg now dead. , //

_ﬁué%abatchee Town 1g west of Bryént. Sanco John-
son's piZ#e is three miles north of‘hﬁ;e tb the Roack
‘store, o miles farther north, #ive miles north of
Okfusk?e on the Okmulgee line of Highway 75. Sanao

Johngpn's place where the Oreeks could play bdall had a

/
poi7 in fropt with a horse's head on top.



