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Billie Byrd,

Journa i at
_ Jenuory 31, 1938, - .

Interview with Bunuy Hicks, a
Okemah, Oklahoma.

The tribal council, with eonfer:nce placé at (kmulges,
was the ruling and law meking body of the lLuskogee~Cresk
tribe before the white men brought their lews to the Indien
countrya

I was eighteen years old when 1 was chosen to serve
" in the House of .arriors end I rightly remember that two of
. us were ﬂéﬁféd ‘$o répresent t;ux‘ towdi of Okfuskee at the
meetings vhen it was in sessi“;n.

The chief of ths ..uskogee=Creok tride, with the other .
alected manbers and the members of the two houses kx;own as
the House of werriors and the House of Kings, was the moving
factor and the law making bodies for the tribe. They served
for a texmn of four years and their sgervice continued if the
,hehguq;t -and reputation remained goode If unfsvorable re=
ports of the conduct of eny member. of the Houses wers heaxd,
that person's reported deeds were mventigateg gut only upon
the two-thixds votes 6; the mambers of both abwea %aa a per-

son diacharged‘froln serving in either ot the two Houses.
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The seaalona' of $he council were usually held twice
a year oy probadbly oncoe a years Those meetings wuld cone
tinve in aeéaion for a week or\ more time according to ths -
a;nﬁunt of work on hends Zach member of tl;e House of Viaye
riors or t:e House of Kings was allowed 10¢ for every mile
traveled to bs present at the écukions. A meeting would
not be c;rried on unlégs twoethirds of {ho members of the.
Houses responded to the roll call, 1n case thax;e wore not
enough members present, the assembled members waited until
anough members wers rounded up to msake up the twocnthird;
reéluireﬁ for a meeting to be condueted,

The criminals snd law bpeskers brought before any of
the judges wers rightly tried and senpenceﬁ,‘but the tribal
chief was free to pass sent/ence as he nas understood to know
the tridal laws and knev what dest to do in all kinds of
cases. His actions wors/taken as finsl and he could free a
person or gcarry out the/penalty of the Indian tribal lawae-

. The Howe of Warriors could make and pass & resolue—
tion in their midst while the Eéuse of Kings could oither
refuse or pass it in their Koun'o. The House of Kings, at

all times, if 2 resolution passed on by the Houss of iaye
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riors within five deys or the resclution was teken to |
be acoepted no matter how hard the House of s1ings argued
and tried £o reject it after the five deys which was :le
lowed,

As the new laws were made in the tridal council,
there was one certain man whoss duties were to have the
laws written proyerly end printed in tho Inglish =nd [uskow
gee~Creck langu;ge. At the complotion of the rrinting these
new printed lawa were sent to the judges of each of the six
districts in the Muskogeee(reei tribe with the judges then
distribvuting some of the laws to any of thé Indisns within
their dlstricts and to those who desirea them.

Ueath was ususlly the penalty for any murderer but
the lew tried to be lenient with those who killed in selfe
defense, A person hiring saasone else and forcing them to‘
kill a perason was clsssed as gullty es a murderer with
death es the penclty for his orime. It wes nottgainst the
law for a person to kill, injure or maim another in aiding

a third party about to be killede.

It was not as though the tridbal courts and laws were
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extreme in their idea of keeping order within the tride
'bnt.any person left unpunished would try to taks advansage
in believing that he was not punished for sny of the orimes
and wes free to'attcnpt to do more orimes. Those tribdal
courts were maintained for the bdensfit of the Indians as

well as for the whole Indian country.
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