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Billie Byrd,
journalist
Jenunry 31, 1938, •

Interview with Bunny HickB,
Okamah, Oklahoma.

The t r i b a l counc i l , with confermce place ot Ckmulgee,

was the rul ing and law making body of the Luskogeo-Creek

tr ibe before the white men brought t h e i r laws to the Indian

country*

I was e ighteen years old tfcen 1 was chosen to serve

i n the House of arriora and 1 r i g h t l y remember that two of

us were eleotecl T o Represent our town oT Qlcfuske© at the

meetings when i t was i n sess ion*

The chief of the ...uskbgee^CroGk t r i b e , with the other T.

e lected members and the mombers of the two houses known as

the House of warriors and the House of Kings, vas the moving

factor and the law asking bodies for the tr ibe* They served

for a tern of four years and t h e i r serv ice continued i f the

behavior ^nd.jc^putatipn jreMaiaed^ood* If unfavorable re»

ports of the conduct of any aember of the Houses were heard,

that person*s reported deeds were inves t igated but only upon

the two-thirds votes of the members of both Houses was a per-

son discharged frok serving In e i t h e r of the two Houses,
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The sessions of the council were usually held twice

a year or probably once a year* Those meetings would oon-

' tinue In session for a week or more time according to the

amount of v?ork on hand* iSaoh member of the House of war*

riors or t!ie Rouse of Kings was allowed XOgS for every mile

traveled to be present at the sessions. A n&ftting would

not be carried OD,unless two^thirds of the members of the

Houses responded to the roll ca l l . In case there were not

enough members present, the assembled members waited unt i l

enough members were rounded up to make up the two-thirds

required for a meeting to be conducted*

The criminals and law breakers brought before any of

the judges were rightly tried and sentenced, but the tribal

chief was free to pass sen Vance as he raas understood to know

the tribal laws and knew Vhat best to do in a l l kinds of

eases* His actions wore/taken as f inal and he could free a'

person or carry out the pena3ty of the Indian tribal lawa*
" * /

The House of Warriors could make and pass a r e s o l u -

tion in their midst while the House of Kinga could either

refuse or pass i t in their House* The Bouse of Kings, at

a l l timea, i f a resolution passed on by the House of
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riore within five days or the resolution was taken to

be accepted no matter how hard the House of .-tings argued

and tried to reject i t after the five days which was fal-

lowed*

AS the new laws were made in the tr ibal council,

there was one certain man whose duties were to'have the

laws written prop'erly and printed in the Siiglish end iwsko*

gee»Creok language* At the completion of the printing these

new printed lawa were sent to the Judges of each of the six

districts in the iduskogee-creek tribe with the judges then

distributing some of the laws to any of the Indians within

their dis tr icts and to those who deoirea them*

Death was usually the penalty for any murderer but

the lew tried to be"lenient with those who killed in self-

defense* A person hiring eoaeone else and forcing them to

k i l l a person was classed as guilty as a murderer with

death as the penalty for his crime* It was not against the

law for a person to k i l l , injure or maim another in aiding

a third party about to be killed*

It was not as though the t r ibal courts and laws were
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extreao In t h e i r Idea of keeping ordtr within the t r ibe

bat eny ptraon l « f t unpunished would try to ta in advantogi

in ba l l t r lng that ha waa not puniahed for any of tha orimti

and was frae to attampt to do more erimaa* Thoaa tr iba l

oourta ware maintained for tha baneflt of tha Indians as

wall as for tha whole Indian country•


