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Interview with Mrs, Ida May Higbee
720 South 22d, S t r e e t , Muskogee,
Oklahoma*

I was born August 2, 1868, c lose to She lbyv i l l e , ^ i a -

s o u r i , i » Shelby County, on a faxm. There were s ix chi ldren

of u s , t h r e e g i r l s and t h r e e boys, I was next to the youngesi «

We had a typ ica l country home, y parents were moderately

well to do, tfy f a t h e r , Jose h Ruckman, was a blacksmith by

"trade^fche-b-fijijthe^re was a t t h a t t i m e .

In 18P7 I ne t and married a young roan by the name of

Louis Higbec, <ie were married a t S h e l b y v i l l e , Missour i ,

April 26, 1887, To t h i s union were born seven c h i l d r e n ,

.~e came to Oklahoma in 1889 in a covered wagon, the

year of the opening of o ld Oklahoma, ? ud took e homestead

near Kingfisher on the Chisholm t r a i l . .»e l ived on th i s claim

of 160 acres about t h r ee y e a r s . We d idnH l i k e i t and we

traded i t to my b r o t h e r , John Ruckman, for his farm in Shelby

County, Missour i ,

«"e only l i ved on t h i s farm a year when the doctors

ordered me to go to New Mexico for my h e a l t h , ^e were here

about a ye or camping a t var ious p laces up in the mountains.

My hea l th being so much improved we decided to coma to
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Oklahoma, Wo had a wagon and team of western ponies* . e

drove aoross the oountry, capping in a tent . As we csme

back wo crossed Red River at Doan*s Ford, I believe the

none of it was, we had bad luck crossing, <e got stuck

about midway of the river in quicksand. "/© had to unload

the wagon and carry the things out on horseback* And then

went back for the wagon. We had no more trouble although

the roads were dirty end dusty and the Texas plains were

alive with long-horned cattle which were very dangerous•

We cane out on the Table Rock in Texas and headed f

view and on up into Oklahoma, heading for El I^ao where ay

sister lived*

tfe stayed tfcere about two months* My husband sot a

Job working with a threading crew and t hile -orking he met

a man named John l&llit vrho told him of a f*ood location for

a sawnill. As my husband was a sawmill man and already had

the mill , we thought .best to try i t . I t was in close to the

Arkansas River, about twenty-five xailea north of Sapulpa,

in the Creek country*

We leased 160 acres of school land and which had a one*

room log cabin on it* :.o set up our sawmill close to the
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sur rounding mountains which were covered wi th t i m b e r . We

h i r e d mm to »i4c a t t h e Mi l l* Joe Daniels r an the eng ine ,

which was a 25 horae-power steam engine; my husband was head

sawer; he ..id a l l the sawing ; i t h a large five-foot circular

sew. The other men carried away the lumber and shovelled

aair-diet and did the various kind3 of #ork which are to be

done around a sawmill*

We got our logs from men who owned land on which tinker

was grown* These men vould cut the i r trees and haul the logs

to our mill* sometimes bringing them five or s ix miles* »'•

paid so much a thlwsaHd~feet~f e r t&e-lo-g** Th«ar too* oe _

bought our own timber and would hi re men to cut i t and bring

i t to the mi l l . 7<e sold thia native lumber to these men to

build homes. Before th is they lived in log cabins* The men

we hired then bui l t t he i r homes ne^.r the sawmill* As these

families continued t o build end more people came to vork at

the Sawaill, tht need of a s tore arose and so a man by the

name of Mitchell put in a store* A pos toff ice , conxnunity ha l l

and cotton gin were added in rapid succession. We furnished

native lumber for a l l of these buildings*

The store and pos toff ice ware together and owed and

operated by Joe Mitchell and John Fool* The Community Hall
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was where church was held; a l l d i f f e ren t denomination, met
/,/

here for worship; also* other meetings were' held here such

as the anti-horse thief association* My husband added the

cotton gin to his sawmill*

There were six families that lived in this l i t t l e

eomnunity* They were John Fool and family, Joe Mitchell and

fdaily, and M i t c h e l l s son, Sylvester and his family, Grasvile

(who was nicknamed Chuck) Stoneman and family, Joe Carr and

family, who waa Mitchell 's fcrother-in-law, end Louis Higbee

and family, or our family*

town"
of a bowl shape* So John Willi t named i t Basin* ><e ran our

cotton gin and sawmill here for about a year and a half*

Mitchell and Pool ran the s tore for Gbout a year and Llr* Mit-

chell died and fcir* Pool sold out to Mr* Mitchell 's 3on* He

ran i t for several years.

we now replaced the log cabin with a house bui l t out of

native lumber and bought a l l new furniture* e went to ^apu l

ar.d bought up-to-date furni ture , sons© of which weretwo white;

four poster bedsteads; these beautiful white iron bedsteads

taking the place of the old-fashioned cord and trundta beds
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of long ago . toe bought a new s ix-holo wood range of which

I was Tery proud, a new sewing machine and other new a r t i c l e s ,

We leased/ 320 aorea more in the Creek oountry t&ich
was

consis ted par t ly of buffalo grass and/ located about three

miles from wnere we l i v e d and bought 160 acres of land which

joined onto/ the 160 acres of school land which we had leased*

We had s e v e r a l hundred head of a l l kinds of c a t t l e and l o t s

of hogs* In the f a l l of the year we would round the c a t t l e

up and run/ them In a corral and c u l l out tne f a t ones f o r

-turn t h e eows~1ra&^n~tSe~range; we drove our

c a t t l e t q S a p u l p a , where they were loaded and shipped tc the

Ka&sas City market* >We would h ire f i v e or s i x men to help

drive the cat H e and I t usua l ly took about three days to
i

mate the1 t r i p * My husband always went with the c a t t l e to

Kansas City* f e a l so shipped hogs the same way, they being

a l so driven t o Sapulpa.

Al l of the mea in t h i s l i t t l e community belonged to

the Anti-Horse Thief A s s o c i a t i o n . One day some horses came

up t o our ga te and we turned them in our corra l supposing

the owner would be out looking f o r them* That night they

disappeared out of our corral* The next morning the Anti»

\
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Horss Thief Association gathered a t the meeting place and

they tracked them for about th ree miles south to an old

abandoned dugout which, was on the 320 acres of pasture land

we had leaded from an Indian by the nsne of Rider Bruner*

They had kept the horses here a l l n ight , but we f i n a l l y

los t a l l t race of them*

'Our faamiag consisted mostly of re i s ing feed for our

ca t t l e and hogs, mostly oorn. We did take some vegetables

$o market however, atic^_ag_Jb.laekbierrigj^ja^ss_jagLd. chickens*

Atf our trading post, Sapulpa, was twenty-five miles away,

our neighbors would a l l go., together and make the t r i p which

took about three days< We would load the wagon the night

before and be ready to s ta r t bright and early the next

morning* Our road, which was l i t t l e more than a t r a i l ,

le£ us across the Timmie Fife prair ie . While crossing this

prairie you could look off In the distance and see a lone

chimney which stood a l l by itself* Tears' and years ago an

old Indian lived here in a log cabin* The cabin burned,

leaving this chimney, which was later,called the Lone Chimney

and which s t i l l stands today* This Lone Chimney layabout

six miles northwest of Sapulpa.



205

HIGBEE, IDA MAY RUCKMAH. INTERVIEW* 12299

7

This l i t t l e town o f Basin was l a t e r abandoned and t h e

s t o r e and postof f l o e was moved about t h i r t y - o n e m i l e s s o u t h -

n e s t to a p l a c e they c a l l e d Mannford, which was a t h r i v i n g

l i t t l e town and where we then did our trading* Another

small town c a l l e d Keystone was l o c a t e d a t t h i s time about

four m i l e s e a s t on the banks of the Arkansas River* These

towns had banks and u p - t o - d a t e s t o r e s and d id a t h r i v i n g

business of a l l kinds* .

The Cherokee S t r i p was thrown open to homesteaders

September 16 , 1893* My brother,Jim Ruckman, made the "Bun"

and staked a claim about three miles from wLat i s now the

town of Marshal and l i v e d on i t and reared a family of s i x

children* He died in 1910 on the soiso place* His daughter,

Mrs* Lula Kaffir of Tula a, s t i l l has the s t i c k with vbich he

staked h i s c laim and a l s o the gun h ich ay f a t h e r carried

in the Civ i l War*

In 190? we had four chi ldren, three of school age* My

eldest son had been away to school but as he d i d n f t l i k e

being so far sway from homr *e decided to move t o Edmond

so a l l of our chi ldren could have b e t t e r educational ad-

vantages* We had a public s a l e and s o l d everything we had;
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stock, household things, land and everything and moved to

Edmond, my eldest son going to Northeastern Normal and the.

other children to the public schools* \

CIBT0M3 OF 1880 to 188ft

In those days the girls wore bus tie 6 and hoop sk i r t s .

Our dresses had yards and yards of ^material in the skirts*

The bustle* trere made? of wire and could be worn with any

dress £ they were worn in the back .r&d v.ould hold the drees

out; while the hoops, also~matte^of-^4ii«_aM_5orn under any
~ • — • * - * — — —

dress, were large round hoops and held the ski r ts out a l l

the way around*

we also did moat of our weaving* I can remember my

aunt weaving cloth and rag carpets* My aunt taught me to

weave. My aunt wove material for dresses, trousers, blankets,

etc* I never wove anything but a rag rug, which in those

days was called a rag carpet* I t was thir ty yards long and

one yard wide, then I out i t in strips to f i t the room, then

sewed tha str ips together* I also spun yarn from which we

made a l l our aoe)», mittens, and stockings* I was only

about twelve years old at this time* I went over to my

mint's house to make the rug after I became engaged* I
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We roasted our own coffee* We would buy the green

oof fee by the pound and roast it in the ovea* Then we had

a oof fee mill nailed to the wall and having a crank on i t }

we gro nd a l l the coffee we used. Those were the good old

days* Poeple really enjoyed themselves, v is i t ing, log

rolling^at quilting bees and taffy pullings.

My husband built a two»room sod house. We plowed the

sod which was tough buffalo grass* We cut it in squares

-about 10 x 12 inches and laid walls about seven feet h igu

Then we put on what^wfuTTcffimii-^s-er-^

a la§rer of sod al l over this* This made i t weather proof*

The inside was finished with native plaster; this plaster

was made out of a certain kind of mud which vas dug out of

the hi l l s» This nmd was mixed with water and it turned

white, looking just like the plaster of today. These sod

houses were vary warm, nothing ever froze in these houses

even in the coldest weather* There vas lots, of gams a t"

this time; such as, antelope, dsor. elk, prairie cbickeai,

and we always had plenty of wild meat for our table* There

covered this wit a 3«ip-isp, thss sith tsr paper. Thsy Isid
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was also lota of wild f r u i t , choke-cherries, that grew on

low bushes, currants , plums and Baud cherries*

There were b ig herds of wild'B<#ses in these aeiid h i l l s*

My husband and his bt other would catcih these horses and tame

than* Sometimes they would have to run them three or four

days before they were t ired out enough for them to xope them.

Ihey were both expert ropers . They would bring them home and

turn them into a strong corral made out of heavy poles*

They had a lso bu i l t a strong eSmte just large enough for

one horse to get in* They put a wild horse In here, where

he couldn't hardly even move, then they would rub htm (or

you might say barely touch him) and talk to him,

friends with him* This was kept up for about a week, when

the herae was t&k&n out and hit&ed to a wagon, putting

one tame horse and one wild horse to a wag>n, and as this
r

was prairie country he was let run fc his heart 's content*

They would run for two or three hours, then they were put

in the corral to rest* They would tsne in a surprisingly

short time* The tome horse seemed to enjoy helping tame

these wild horses* X, myself, rode some of these horses

and I was considered a good rider in those days*


