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Office Interview
May 18, 1937

Interview with Mra, Ide Mey Hygbee

720 South 224, Street, tuskogee,

OKlahoma.

I wes born August 2, 1868, close to Shelbyville, Nis-
souri, in Shelby County, on a fam. There were six children
of us, three girls and three boys, I was next tc the youngest.
Wwe had a typiecal ountry home, y parents were nmoderately
wvell to do, WMy father, Jose h Ruckman, was a blacksmith by

“"trade;—thebe % there was al that time,

In 1887 I met and married a young man by the neme of
Louis Higbec. ne were married at Shelbyville, lissouri,
April 26, 1887. To this unjon were born seven children.

e came to Cklahoma in 1889 in a cove1:ed wagon, the
year of the opening of old Cklahxa, :nd took e homestead
nesr Kingfisher on the Chisholm trail. .e lived on this claim
of 160 acres about three years. We didn’'t like it and we
traded it to my brother, John Ruckmen, for his farm in She;lby
County, Kissouri.

¢ only lived on this farm ® year when the doctors
ordered me to —go to New Mexico for my health. %e were here
about a year camping at various places up in the mountains.

¥y health being so much improved we decided to coms to
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Oklehoma, /@ had a wagon snd team of western ponieq. '8
drove acroas the oountry, carping in a tent. As Ve came
back we crossed Red River at Doan's Ford, I believe the
name of it was, we had bad luck crossing. ‘e got stuck
about midway of the river in quicksernde. Tie had to v.nloKad
the wagon and carry the ihmg-s out on horseback. 4nd hthen—-
went back for the wagm. We had no more troubls although
the roads were dirty end dusty and the Texas plains were

alive with long-horned cattle which were very dangerous,

———

VWe ceme oat on the Table Rock in Texas and headed for Plalie
view and on up into Uklchana, heaZHng for Kl leao where my
sister lived,

Ve stayed tesre about two months, My husband sot a
Job working with a threshing crew and ¢ hile -orking he me:t
a man nemed John #W1lit vho told him of a good location for
a samnill, A8 my husdband was e sawnill man end aiready bad
the mill, we thought best to try it. It wes in close to the
Arkansas River, about twenty-five miles north of Sapulpe,
in the Creek country. |

We leased 160 acres of school land and which bad a one=

roon log cabin on it., .o set up our sawnill close to the
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surroundi;xg mountaina which were covered with timber, Ve
hired men to wrk at the Mill., Joe Daniels ran the engine,
which wes a Z5 horse-power steam engine, my husband was head
sawer, he .id all the sawing . ith a la:l'ge five~foot circulsr
sew, The othe'r men carried away the lumber and shovelled

gsaw-duwdt and ¢id the various kinds of work which are to be

done around s sawmill,
e got our logs from men who owned land on which timber
was grown. These men would cut their trees and haul the logs

to our mill, somet imes bringing them five or six miles. Ve

bought our own timber and would hire men to cut it and bring
it to the ﬁlill. we sold this native lumber to these men to
t;uild homes, Before this they lived ir log cebins. The meh
we hired then built their homes nesr the sawmill, As these
fanilies continued to build snd more people came 10 work at
the Sawnill, th: need of a store arvse and so a men by the
neme of ¥itchell put in a store. A postoffice, community hall
an;i eotton gin were added in rapid succeasion. We furnished
native lumber for all of these buildings,

The store and postoffice were together and owed and

operated by Joe Mitchell end John Pool, The Community Hall
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was where church was held; all different den¢mination: met

here for worship; also, other meetings ve //ﬁeld here such

a3 the anti-horse thief association. Iy husband added the

cotton gin to his sammill,

There were six femilies that lived in this little
community. They were John Fool and family, Jos Yitchell and
fanily, end Kitchellts son, Sylvester end his family, Granvile
(who was nicknsmed Chuck) Stonemen snd family, Joe Carr and
family, who was Mitchell's trother-in-laew, aud Louis Higbee
and family, or our femily.
~ " This towa lay at the base of soveral mountains insort” T
of a bowl shape. So John Willit nemed it Dasin. e ran our
cotton gin and sawmill here for about a year end a hself,

rd

Hitchell and Pool ran the store for sbout a year and rre Nit-
chell died and Kr. ~Pool sold out to Kr. Hitchell's som. ile
ran it for seversl years.

7® now replaced the log cabin with a house muilt ocut of
native lumber and bought all nmcw furniture. e went to Sapulpa
ard bought upe-to-date furniture, soms of which werstwo white
four poster bedsteads; these bemutiful vhite iron bedsteads

taking the place of the old-fashioned cord and tTundla beds
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of long ago. Me bought a new s ix~-hole wood ramge of which

I was very ud, a nevw sewing machine and other new articles,

Ve isesed 320 acres more in the Creek aountry which
was .
tly of burfalo gress and/located about three

consi sted
miles fram where we lived and bought 180 acres of land which
joined onto /the 180 acros of school land which we had lsased.’
We had sevegral hundred head of all kinds of eattle ard lots <~
of hogse. }he fall 6? the year we would round the cattle

up and them in a corral and cull out the fat ones for

I'%m*ﬂre cows back on the range. Ve drove owr
cattle t :Sapulpa, vhere they wore loaded and shipped t¢ the
Kensas ci;ty market. .We would hire five or six men to help
drive the cattle and it usually took about three days to
ma ke thef trip. My husband always went with the eattle to
Kemsas City. We also shipped hogs the gsme way, .they being
also driven to Ssapulpsa.

All of the mem in this little community dbelonged to
the Anti-Horse Thief Associetion. One dey some horses came
up to our gate end we turned them in our corral suppos ing
the owner would be out looking for them. That night they

diseppeared cut of our corral, The next moraing the Antie-
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Horse Thief Association gathered at the meeting place and

&

they tracked th&n for about three miles south to an old
abandoned dugout which wes on the 320 acres of pasture land
we had leased from an Indien by the name of Rider Eruner,
They had kept the horses here all night, bdut we finally
loat ;ll trace‘ofuthem. l

‘Our faming consisted mostly of rais ing feed for our
cattle and hogs, mostly corn, We did teke some vegetables

to market however, sg_g}x_,,agl)_lackb_e:gzges oges and chickende— —— -
AOWETE, ° €8S,

et ety

A8 our trading post, Sapulpa, was twenty_-fiv; miles away,
our z\eigxbore would all go iogether and make the trip which
took about threse dqn./?ie would load the wagon the night
before and be reedy to start bright and early the next
moyninge Our road, which was little more than a trail,

‘led us scross the Timmie Fife prairie, While erossing this
prairie you ©uld look off in the distance and see a lone

chimney which stood ell by itself, Years anmd &ears ago 8n

.o0ld Indian lived here in a log cabin, The caebin burned,

leaving this chimney, which was later called the Lone Chimney
and which still stands today. This Lone Chimney is‘about
six miles porthwest of Sapulpa. \
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This little town of Basin waes later abeandoned and the

store and postoffice was moved about thirty-one miles southe

west to a place they called Mannford, which was a thriving
_little town and where we then did our tradinge Another

small town called Keyatone was locatéd at this time about

four miles eest on the banks of the Aykeansas River. These

towns had banks and upetoedate stores end did a thr;ving
__._ business of all kinds.

\
The Cherokse Strip was throwm 'open t0 homesteaders
. r

Jeptember 16, 1893, My brother,Jim Ruckman, %md‘e the "Run"
end staked a2 claim about three miles from wi.éf‘t is nov the
town of Marshal end lived on it and reared a family of six
chiidrem. He difed in 1910 on thé semo places His deughter,
Mrse Lula Kaffir of Tulsa, still has the stick with vhich he
staked his claim and also the gun -hich my father ca:éried
in the Civil War.

In 1807 we had four childrem, three of school age. My
eldest son had been away to achool ut as he didn't like
being s¢ far away from home se decided to move to Edmond
80 all of our children oould have better edncational ad-

vantages. V%e bhad a public sale and sold everything we hadj

— e e e e =
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stoek, household things, land and everything and moved to
Efmond, my eldest son going to Northeastern Normal and the
other children to the public schools,

CIBTOMS OF 1880 to 188%

In those dsys the girls wore bustles &nd koop skirts.
Our dresses had yaerds and yards of materisl in the sk irts.
The bustles were madé of wiré and could be wom with any

dress; they were worn in the back rnd would hold the dress

outj while the hoope féﬁW

dress, were large round hoops and held the skirts out alll
the way around, ’

Wie also did most of our vweaving. I ean remember my
aunt veaving & oth and reg carpets. My aunt taught me to
weave, My aunt wove materisl for dresses, trousers, blankets,
etce I never wove anything -tut a rag i'ug, which in those
days wes ¢alled a rag carpet. It was thirty yards long and
on\e yard wide, then I wt it in strips to fit the room, then
sewed the astripe ‘t‘cgether. I alsc spun yarn from which we
made gll our socks, mittens, amd stockings. I wes Only‘
about twelve years 0ld at this time. I went over to my

sint's house to mue the rug after I became engagede I
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vags 18 then,

We roasted our own coffee, Ye wuld buy the green
coffes by the pound and roast it in the ovem. Then we hed
a cof fee mill nailed to the wall and having a crank on it}
we gro nd all the coffee pwe wed. Those were the good old
deys. FPeeple really er joyed themselves, visiting, log
rolling)ét quilting bees and taffy pullings.

My husband built & twoeroam sod house. | %e plowed the
s0d which was tough buffalo @-ase.- | We cut it in squares

bout 10 x 12 inches and laid walls about seven feet hich.

Tl&n we put on what m mgfimt gut of 2 x 4's,
sovered this with ship-lap, then with tar They laid

8 vaz Fapefe L%y
a lerer of sod sll over this. This made it weather roof.
The inside wss finished with native plaster; this plasster
was made out of a certain kind of nmd whicqh‘ was dug out of
the hills. Thie mid was mixed with water end it mrneu
white, looking Jjust like the plaster of todry. These sod
houses were very warm, nothing ever froge in these houses
even in the coldest waather, There wans lota of game at*

this time; such as, antelo'pe; Gacr, elk, @rairile chickems,

and we always had plenty of wild meat for our tadble. There

.
#
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was also lota of wild fruit, choke-cherries, that grew on
low bushes, currants, plums and eand éherriea.

There were big herds of wild kzﬂ;%?ses in these send hills.
u."x

o,

My husband and his b:other would c§§6h these horses ard tame
them, Sometimes they would have to run them three or four
days before they were tired out emough for them %0 Tope them,
They were both expert ropers. They would bring them homé and
tum thé;)’into a strong corral made out of heavy poles.

They had also built & strong chute just large enough for
one horse %0 get im, They put & wild horse in here, where

he couldn't hardly even move, then they would rud him (or

—

you might say barely touch him) and talk t;ﬁm‘m —

friends with him. This was kept up for adout a wee:k, vhen
the ho s was taken out and hitched to a wagon, puiiing

one tame homé and one wild horse to a wagon, and as this
was prairie country he was let run t his heart{: content,
They wauld run for twe or three hours, then they were put
in the corral to reat. They would tame in a surmrisingly
short time, The teme horse seamed to enjoy helping teame

these %ild horses, I, myself, rode some of these horses

and I was considcred a good rider in those days.



