
HILL, C. ff. INTERVIEW 10529

284



- 8 -
Form A-(S-149)

:?oir 285
•'03K5 PROGR̂ oS \D'HTIS?RATION

Indian-Pioneor Tfistory Project for Oklahoma

HILL, C. V;. INmVl,/,/ 105E9

Robert W. Small
Field Worker's name " O D e r o

This report made on (date) ..April ]£, 19S8

1. Name

2. post Office Address N^nkirk, Oklahoma

3. Residence1 address (or location) aame •

4. DATS 0? 3IRTH: I'or.th January ^ay 12 Year _±Q£L_

5. Place of birth

6. :;ame of Father TTf>nry TTili Place Q? birth ^Orth or
South Carolina

Other information about father

7. Fame of lather Arldi* Tallinn ir i l l Place of bir th Kc^ucic

Other information ab )ut nother

Totes or complete narrative by tl.e field 7J0i'Ker dealing with the
life and story of the person interviewed. Refer t.1 Manual for
suggested subjects and questions. Continue on blank sheets if
necessary and attach firmly to th is fern. Number of sheets
attached 4
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Robert W. Small,
Investigator, .
April li, 1938.

An Interview with Mr, C. W. Hill,
Newkirk, Oklahoma,

I was born Jaiuary 12, 1861, in the State of

Illinois,

In 1898 I went from Joplin, Missouri, 'to Sapulpa,

Indian Territory, to look for land to farm and I leased

eighty acres from Timmie fite, who claimed to be a French

^Indian, fie was a iaemfcer~of the ~lnd~isih C

Creek Nation, and a very fine man. .' I lived in a little

log house on this land, .Vhen I first came to. Sapulpa, my

family were not with me; I drove a buggy and team from

Joplin down there and worked from August until September

in Sapulpa for $1.25 a day. My family came in October,

In the winter I cut wood most all the time and

hauled it to Sapulpa and sold it for $1.00 a load.

There was no barn or shed for stock on the place so

I built a shed for four horses out of poles and anything

I could get that was inexpensive. My contract for lease

was a verbal contract but I was to leave all improvements

on land that I placed there. I was also to pay a one-third
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of a l l corn grovm and o n e - f o u r t h of a l l c o t t o n , as

rent for the land.

I put out thirty acres in corn and the, frost-

killed i t out and I repla..ted the land and i t failed to

C'.me up to do any jood, I took sick ano ny neighbors

cane in and planted the land over s^ain, enrmsh coining

to help t..at they replanted the thirty acres- in ne day.

I raised a ,r-;ood crop of corn tut i t was only 'vvrtn from -,

25 to 30 cents a bushel, 1 had been coi..pelled to borrow

C'50.C0 from a bank to buy feed and seed, and zo help on

livinc expenses during the spring and sumuer. .,e had no

cook stove but we got a dutch oven and my ".Tife used that

for u;a.<i:"i5 bread and similar cooking.

The second year I rut out thirty acres "in corn and

five acres in cotton; the corn made a ^ood yield a.sain

and the cotton made about two bales -which I soli, for at cut

12 cents per pound, tx.ere was ho cotton gin i t Sapulpi: and

I had to haul ai cotton to Tulsa to a gin,

I got 30i.ie hogs to fei.d my corn to and made good on

them. I also raised sone hordes and ^ot a cow anc calf

and gradually increased my catt le tc seven head.
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I bought a pony from an Indian for $5.00 and then

traded the pony for a half interest in th i r ty acres of

cotton which I picked and hired a man to_Jiaul to. Tulsa,

paying him §2.50 a load to haul i t , and I cleared over

$100,00 on the cotton crop I traded for.

17e lived fif teen miles from Tulsa. The tovmsite P

of Sapulpa had not been surveyed and the Government

surveyed i t in 1898, and I secured two lots in the town

that cost me nothing. There were three stores and a

restaurant in Sapulpa at that time. I bu i l t a story

and a half boxed house on -the l o t s ; the half story we

used as a sleepir.3 place f.-r two of my children* A r a i l - s*

road wanted my lots for right-of-way and I sold them to

tne Company for $600.00 and moved my nouse off the lots

onto another lot that I had bought for ^25.00, and we

lived there a year or so.

There were no public schools in Sapulpa at the time

I wer.t there and we sent our children to a subscription

school which cost $1.00 each month for each child enrolled.

"While we lived in town I went back and forth one mile from

3ap lpa to my Iea3e and farmed i t un t i l the five year lease
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expired.

About 1903, I moved to G-uthrie, ..-here I j o t a

job s e l l i n g pianos andTwe~T)ifir~our~childTeTrtir-tfre~~ — —

Guthrie schools . I worked for severa l years s c l l i n ;

Dianos. My son. and two daughters f in ished school in 1

Guthrie; about that time I x;ot a job selling ru '*ies

for the SpauldiLg Buggy-"6or..pany and went to Texas,

leaving my family in Guthrie, I drew a salary of .100.00

a month and my expenses for selling b u s i e s . I viork-.d

for the Spaulding people about fcur ..ears v.hcn the de-

mand for buggies began to wane, then I returned to my

family at'Guthrie. Soon after that I went to Muskogee

and rented a farm vrhich I farmed for one ^eur; I then

moved to 'the tov/n of Musicogee and la ter moved to

Crescent, and then to Newkirk, v.he e my son was practic-

ing law, and :iad established a lucrative business. I

have siuce that time lived in Newkirk*


