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- BRobert W. Small,
Investigator, . ’
April 14, 1938,

14

An ‘Interview with Mr, C, W, HilT,
Newkirk, Oklahoma,

I was born Jamuary iz, 1861, in the State of
Illinois, |

In 1898 I went from Joplin, Missouri, %6 Sapulpa,
Indian Te?ritory, to look for land to farm and I leased

eighty acres from Timmie Fi fe, who claimed to be a French

Indian.‘.ﬁe was a member of theImdian Council in the
Creek Nation, and a very fine man. I iived.inia little
log house on this land. #hen 1 first came to Sapulpa, my
family were not with me, I drove a buggy énd ﬁeam from
Joplin down there -and worked from august until September
in Sapulpa for $1.25 a day. My faﬁily came in October,

In the winter I cut wood most all the time and
hauled it to Sapulpa énd sold it for $1.00 a load.

There was no barn or shed for stock on the place so
I built a shed for four horses out of poles and :nything
I could get that was inexpensive. My contract for lease

was a verbal contract but I was to leave all improvements

on land that I placed there. 1 was also to pay a one-third
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of all corn grovn and one-fourth of all cotton, &s
rent for the land.

I put out thirty acres in corn and the frost:

tilled it out and I repla.ted the land and it fagiled to

1

¢-me up to do eny .ood, I tock sick anc ny rpeisnbors

L]
camne in ana planted the land over =~ ain, ennugh coming

to help t..at they replented the thirty zeres in ne dayes

I raised a good crop of corn tut 1t was ornly w.rth fr-om

+

25 tc 30 cents a bushel, 1 head been coppelfed to borrow

$50.Gb from a bank to‘buy feed and seed. and to Lely on
living exzenses durin; the spring and sumier. .e had no
cook stove but we got a dutch ovenland ny 7ife used that
for wma<1u9 bread and similar cooking.

The seccr.d year I rut out thirty acres :n corn and

five acres in cotton; the corn made & 00d yield aceain

v

and the cotton made about two bales vhich I sol. for atcut

12 cents yer pound, t..ere was nc cotton gin =t Sapulp: and

I tad to haul m  cotton to Tulsa to & 2Zin.

13

son.e hogs to fecd my corn to and made good on

ct

I =0
them. I also raised some horses and ot & cow anc celf

and gradually increased my cettle tc seven head.
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I bought a vony from an Indian for $5.00 and then
. traded th; pony for a half interest in thirty acres of
cotton which I picked and hired a men to haul to lulsa,
payiLg himl$2.50 a load to haul it, and I cleercd over
$100400 on the cotton crop I traded for.

ile lived fifteen miles from Tulsa.- The towngite ’
of Sapylpa.had not been surveyed and the Government
surve&ed it in 1898, and 1 secured two lots ih the éown
that cost me nothing. Therewere three stores and a
restaurant in Sapulpa at that time. I buiit a story
end a half boxed hcuse on ‘the lots; the half story we
used as a sleepinz place for two of my children, 4 rail- \T
road vanted my lots for right-of-way and I sold them to
tane coupany for $600.00 and moved my nouse off tne lots
ento another iét that I fad tourat for $25.00, and we
lived tliere a . ear OT S0
‘ There were no public schools in Sapulpa at the tine
I went there and we sent 5ur children to a subscript;on
school wkich cost $1.00 each mouth for each child enrolled.
While we lived in town I went back and forth one mile from

Sap lpa to my lease and farmed it until the five year lease
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expired.

about 1903, I moved to Gutarie, .here I ot a

A

job  selling pienos and we put wuF chITarenm im the-
Guthrie schools. I worxed for several vears sellin:
pianos. My son and two da%ghters finis...d schcol in
Guthrie; about that time I ¢ot a job sellins; ru ries

for the Spauldirg Buggy’eompgny and went tg Texeas,
leaving my family in Guthrie, I drew & salary of .100.0C
a nonth and nmy expenses for seilin~ tucgics. I woricd
for the Spauldin; people abgut_%cur Jears wucn ithe de-
mand for Luggies bezan to vane, ithen I refurned to my
family at Guthrie, "Soon after that~I went to Muskogee
and rented a farm which I faﬁned for one _eur; I then
moved to “the town of Musiogee and leter meved to
Crescent, and then to lewkirk, vhe e my scn was practic-

ing law, and :1ad establisied a lucrative lusiness., I

have since that time lived in Newkirke
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