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Lillian Gasaaway}
Investigator
mb 18. 19580 ,’
Interview with 0. M. Heass.

Anadarko, Oklahoma

Born July 31, 16896,

Father-¥.A. Heas.

lother-Allie MoGoffin. .
My mother's people came to Oklahoma in 1889 for the
Run, but my father didn't come until 1901.’ He settled on
a farm near Thomas. The town was named for the man on
whose plece it was built. Father's place was five miles
northwest of Thomas. Thers was an old cattle trail that
ran through my father's place, The trail can atill be seen.
I runs batwesn the house and dbarn, and it must have been
pretty wide for it shows to have besen twenty-five or thirty
fest wide. We always called it the old Kingfisher Prail.
It runs in a southwesterly direction towards Clinton. Whele
the land has not been cultivated the evidences of this trail
sre still plein. I don't know much about this trail except
that it crossed Rough Cresk not far from Father's place
about thres or four miles.
The original Thomaa was located one mile dus south of

the present Thomas. The 014 Thomas was not on the railroad,

and due to this fact it moved to the railroad. The first
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railrond was the Frisco and came from Clinton to Enid.
Then the Choctaw was soon built to ﬁeatherford.

Fa¥her hauled ccal from Weatherford to Thomas in
1003. Wien Hothar's people came to Oklahoma in 18@9 they
sattled at Wbatherford; Thers was nothing tﬁéro then;
but its growth was very rapid for the fIrst two years,
then it grew more slowly. Sometimes there were two or
three rooms under the ground. |

Thomas was established abont the middle of August
and every vear they have : birthday ocslebration. The In-
ﬁians are alwaye invited and they come a&nd camp near the
| tomn. At the early celebrations uvery day they were given
a beef; then the white people ware charged a fee fo sae
them butcher and dress the bsef., The men killed the beef
and thw women skinned £t and dressed it. When they came
t0 the liver a man tock his knife, sliced off a pig;e,
opened the gall and dipped the slice of raw liver into the
gall and ate it raw, Dsclaring it good he passed his knife
to #he next ran, It was soon all eaten in this manner. I

don't know weather they were showing off or whethsr they
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realy likedlit. I don't know wbat becans of 'the hides.
The country was developed mostly by the Mennonites,
They wers called the Hook and Rye Dutclmen. They were
farmers and I never saw one with & business.
There i8 a settlemsnt of Cheyenne In&iane near Thomas
yet. They have houses now but they also have the cld time

arbora where they spend most of the summertine. .



