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BIOGRAPHY FORM
jtfORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION

Indian-Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma

Field Worker's name ISthal B» Tadcltt*

This report made on (date) Fabraagy 10, 1938 » 193

1. Name WtUte Theo Ormand Hendernoiw

2. Post office Address ***•• s« *• Henderson,

3. Residence address (qr location) Lone Wolf, Oklahoma*

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month October Day 8

5. Place of birth *•»••

6. Name of Father WalUr Soott Onaandylace of birth

Other information about father Typical fazma'r IK pioneer.

7. Name of Mother Martha Matilda Mannjgjfcce of birth

Other information about mother Typical Tfxaa J>
Pioneer ramiiy. ' ,•

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life
and story of the person interviewed. Refer to Manual for suggested
subjects and questions. Continue on blank sheets if necessary and
attach firmly to this form. Number of sheets attached 10 .
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Bthel B. Taekitt,
Investigator,
Fab, 10, 1958,

An Intern«w With Willie Theo
Qrssnd Henderson, Lone Wolf, Okla.

I was born In Texas, October 2, 1892. My father,

Walter Scott Ormand, was e native of Texas and ihen only

a boy began working with cattle and, until the time of

his ssrriage to my aoth«r# w»« a cowboy. He told many

atori68 of hia experiences in driving cattle from Texas

acroBS the Indian Territory to be shipped In Kansas to

the northern markets; among these were tales of the

Chlsholm Trail to Wichita, Kansas. My mother, Martha

Matilda Manning Ormand, was also a native of Texas and a

mocker of a pioneer family of that state* Baring thus

become well acquainted with the lands which were being

opened for settlement, Father and a brother-in-law, Wm.

Edward Ferrell^ decided that they would move to the new

country and get themselves homes 1 n Greer County, so load-

ing their families into covered wagons equipped with bed-

ding and camping outfits they started from Bell County,

Texas, driving several milk cows and calves and altogether
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about fifteen head of cattle* This was done at my

mother's rather urgent request, as Father and Uncle

Will thought they could buy cows In Greer County and

that would be better than to try to drive them, but

Mother said they oould not get good milk cows off the

range and they found that she waa fc>rreet, as a range

cow would hardly do more than feed her calf, the qual-

ity of her milk was so poor*

Father, remembering the high grass and the prairie

fires which he had witnessed in his cowboy experiences

in the country through which he expected to camp, tied

a breaking plow to the side of our wagon and each night

when the tents were stretched, he would plow a fire-

guard, that is, sereral furrows around the samp, so in

case of a prairie fire, It could burn off the grass

around the tents before the raging flames could reaoh

the camp; this was oalled "back-firing" and this pr«-

caution was practiced by many of the pioneer people,

I remember quite clearly that a wagon belonging to some

people in Washita Genuity, who failed thus to protect then-

selves, was burned and numbers of people have lost their
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lives because of prairie fires cweeping dona upon their

camps at night*

tnen we reached Greer, most of the desirable claims

had been taken, so we went on across the Horth Fork of

Red River Into the Cheyenne and Arapaho country and atop-

pod at a little store built of natire rock*

In Texas my parents had been Tery good friends and

neighbors to a family of the name of Crawford aad John

Crawford had been especially fond of my baby sister and

wanted her named for him, so as Mother thought that

"Johnnie'* was not a very good name for a girl she told

them that we would call the baby "Crawford" for the family;

this was said In fan bat the name stuck and we all oalled

the baby "Crawford"• This Crawford family had some re-

latives of the name of Rhodes living somewhere in Oklahoma

Territory and when the Crawford* learned that our family

was moving to Career County, they wrote this Rhodes family

about us*

tnen our wagons drew up in front of this little rock

store everybody around came to the wagons to meet the new-

oomers for this was the custom and they were tru ly glad
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to have people come Into the oountry. While they were

a l l ta lk ing and Father and Uncle were asking about land

that could be f i l e d upon, Baby S i s t e r , t h e n three, months

old;,began to cry and mother In quiet ing her said,"There

there, Crawford,don't ory^ and one of the men grabbed

Father by the hand and s a i d , nWhy,you are the f o l k s we •

are looking for^ and proceeded to t e l l him about hia

own klaspeople i a Ttoeae wri t ing to them about u s . So

nothing would do t h i s Rhodes family but that we should

can?) l a the ir yard for they already had a small house

there , and should remain there while Father and Uncle

B i l l located the land* There was ouch conversation tha t

night for they had to be to ld a l l about the home-folks In

Texas and our people had to l earn about the new country;

the Rhodes had a l i t t l e g i r l about my age and I enjoyed

her Immensely*

Later, Father and Uncle found one hundred and s i x t y

acres of f ine farming land and an e ighty acre t r a c t ad-

joining which was not very good «nd the other e ighty

acres was marked "Taken5*; they had agreed t o f i l e t o -

gether so that the two f a m i l i e s could be company for out
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anothor which was a cuetorn of the pioneer people; they

seat to Cloud <Mef to m*9 the ir f i l i n g and while at

the land o f f i c e Father remarked that h i8 e ighty acres

was not Tory good land and the c lerk asked why Father

did not f i l e on the adjoining e ighty aorea as he was

e n t i t l e d to one hundred and s i x t y acres . Father told

him that t h i s land was narked "Taken". The clerk said

that had been done by BOSS e s s to kssp the people off

and that i t was Tacant land, so Father f i l e d on h i s hun-

dred and s i x t y acres while we yet canned In the yard of

the Rhodes* horns while a dugout was being b u i l t on Uncle

Will*s claim; the f i l i n g fee was £15.00.

Father would take our tent and we would stay a l l

night eVeryi80 often,,on our land to hold i t , a s the law

prorlded. Hhen the dugout was f i n i s h e d , both our f a m i l i e s

B3T83 int© i t &sd r s li*£& fcegeths? a l l « i s » a r . continuing

to stay on oar land from time to time* I t was no small

amouirt of work to f i x a place to l i r e in a s there was so

l i t t l e material with which to work and whoa a t l a s t our

own dugout was completed and we raored in to I t , we were y e t
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near Uncle's Ragout* Mother wanted to get some chickens

and h«r« again it was proved that she was julte right

as she had been in insisting that the milk cows he

driven along with us on oar move, Father and TJnele had

brought some saddle horses as well as work teams, hut . -»

regretted that they had not brought fowls also,for they

found there were none to be bought. Few pearsons had

brought any fowls with them and those who had done so

found that the wolves, bobcats and skunks caught them so

often, that It was impossible to raise a flock.v Mother

at last succeeded in aeeuri ig four hens and I remenber

how delighted we were at the prospect of raising little

chickens*

We lived near a creek and there were the greatest

number of long-legged birds of .the crane family which

seemed to be attracted by us, as I suppose we ware as un-

common sight to them as they were to ust Any say they came

so close and in such numbers that "ottisr was constantly

telling us children that these birds with their long necks

and beaks might peck out our eyes. There was alsu a great

eagle that watched us all the tine and Bother cautioned
4
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ua to take care as i t might a t tack us end such was i t s s ize

that a chi ld would have l i t t l e chance to protec t i t s e l f .

My f i r s t schoo l , ! reraanber j u i t e wel l , was taught

by an very old lady who wsls homesteading (holding down

her claim). Her house was a very small one room soddy

with some kind of a t iny kitchen in a lean-tOo "Biere

were f i f teen children in the community and Ann Divin^

I <3o not remember whether she waa Miss or ISrs., agreed

to teach us a t her home. There were no sea t s and some

of our parents cut down a big cottonwood t r ee and sawed

off blocks a t the proper height and we used those to s i t

upon* I walked two miles with other chi ldren to her house,

Ann Divin was crippled and walked with a crutch; I do not

think our parents paid her much for her teaching and I

hare in l a t e r y t a r s thought tha t perhaps she waa glad to

have our company, a t I am sure she iras not a profess ional

teachar from the fact t ha t when we eatne to some word which

we could not pronounce in our l e s sons , 3he would say, wJuet

skip i t " , and she did not &eeffi to mind. La te r , Father was

very anxious tha t we should have a school so he put In

much time and money, for those days* as money wae scare*
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and he also donated lend on which a school house was

built . Wo had a very good school and there was only one

house In eight at that time, for everybody lived In a

dugout*

We had a very fine garden that year and meat was

no object aa there -ware prairie chickens and quail in

droves everywhere* The crops of the sett lers grew

wonderfully well, hut the range cattle destroyed fiKLd

after field and their owners did not take any pains to

keep them off, as the big cowmen who had used the Cheyenne

and Arapaho country for grazing as they liked for so many

years, sere anxious that the settlers should become dis-

couraged and leave the country, which not a few did.

In our eotanunity as well as In many others, for this

was a fine farming dis tr ict , the men formed themselves in

to groups aad stood guard over their crops day and night,

each man taking his turn; this was hard as they had few

tools end plowing end planting was mostly done by walking

and by hand and then to have to s i t up nights and keep

the cattle away added to their d i f f i cu l t i es .
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I t was six mi les f^om our place to the post off ice

and when Father waa away Mother would*go out and catch

a horse , saddle i t and r i d e the twelve miles, , leaving ua

children alone and *e were afraldu Father aad Sfether

went to ?«rnoa t Texas, twice each year , ohere the s i *

months supply* of g rocer ies toid dry-goods were purchased.

Father and Uncle went to Texas to work in the harves t for

a number of y e a r s . This gave them money on which to l i v e

and t h e i r own crops did not amount to much as there was

QQ ssarket, I have to ld you about the l i t t l e na t ive rock

s to r e , and t ha t i s i?here the town of Rocky took i t s name.

The present town of Sen t ine l «as niae miles from our hoae

£nd then, cal led Barton. The pres&nt town of Retrop «aa

founded by a man of the nsaie of Por ter who wanted the

post-off ice named for himself but the Poat-Offioe Depart-

ment informed him that there was already & post off ice of

that name or something l i k e i t i a Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ,

thelefore Por te r was spel led backwards and the post off ice

was namsd Retrop, My parents are buried in the Retrop

Cemetery not fa r from the p i i c e where they s e t t l e d a claim
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forty years ago and I and ray family are yet l iving in

Oklahoma and are glad to be known as Oklahoma pioneers*


