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Field Worker's name Ethel B, Tackitt,

This report made on (date) Pebruary 10, 1938, 193
l. Name Willie Theo Ormand Henderson,

2. Post Office Address Mrs. S. E. Hsnderson.

3. Residence address (qr location) Lone Wolf, Oklghoma.

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Wonth Ogtober Day 2 Year892¢

5. Place of birth Texas,

6. Nams of Father Walter Scott Ormemd oiace of birth 1”“’1

Other information about father Typical farmer & ploneer, ,
7. Name of Mother Martha Matilda Mannim@ce of birth  Texas,
Ormand,
Other information about mother Typical Texas

W‘Qmermuo T w

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life
and story of the person interviemed, Refer to Manual for suggested
subjects and questions. Continue on blank sheets if necessary and
‘attach firmly to this form. Number of sheets attached 10 .
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Rthel B, Tackitt,
Inveatigator,
Feb, 10, 1938,

‘' An Interview With Willle Theo
Ormand Henderson, Lone Wolf, Okla,

4

I was born in Texns, October 2, 1892, My father,
Walter Scott Ormand, was & native of Texas and when only

a boy began working with cattle and until the tims of

his mavrisse to my m

B9 v

was a cowboy. He told many
staories of his experiences ig driving cattle from Texas
across the Indian Territory to bs shipped in Kansas to
the nortpern markets, among these were tales of the
Ghiaholm'Trail to Wichita, Kansas, My mother, Martha
Matilda Manning Ormand, was also & native of Texes and a
membey of a ﬁionear family of that state, Having thus
become well acquainted with the lands which were being
opened for settlement, Pather and & brother-in-law, ®m.
Edward Ferrell,decided that they would move to the new
country and get themseives homes in Greer County, so load-~
ing their families into covered wagons equipped with bed-
ding and eamping outfits they started from Bsll County,

Texae, driving several milk cows and calves and altogether
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about fifteen head of cattle., This was done a% my
mother's rather urgent requsst, as Father and Uncle
Will thought they eould buy aows {n Greer County and
that would be detter than to try to drive them, but
Mother said they ecould not get good m%}k cows off the
range and they found that she was E&ig;ct, as a range
ecow would hardly do more than feed her calf, the qual-
ity of her milk was so poor, ’

Father, remsmbering the high grass and the prairie
fires which he had witnessed in his cowboy experiences
in the eountry through which he sxpected to camp, tied
a breaking plow to the side of cur wagon and each night
when the tents were atrotchbd, he would plow a fire-
guard, that is, seversl furrows around the camp, so in
cass of & prairie fire, {t could burn off the grass
around the tents befors the reging Tflames sould reach
the camp; this was called "back-firing" and this pre- .
caution was practiced by many of the pioneer paople,

I remember quite clearly thet s wagon belonging to some
people in Washita County,who failed thus to protect them-

selves, was burnad and numbers of people have lost their
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lives because of prairis fires sweeping domn upon their
camps at night.

When we reached Greer, most of the desirable claims
had been taken, so we went on across the North Pork of
Red River intc the Cheyenne and Arapaho country and stop-
ped at & 1little store built of native rock,

In Texas my parents had been very good friends and
nsighbors to a family of the name of Orawford and Joha
Orawford had been especially fond of my baby sister and
wanted her namsd for him, so as Mother thought that
"Johnnie” was not a very good nams for a girl she told
them that we would call the baby "Crawford" for the family;
this was said in fun but the n2ms stuck and we all called
the baby "Crawford”., This Crawford family had some re-
latives of thernama of Rhodes 1iving somewhere in Oklahoma
Territory anxd when the Orawfords learned that oux family
was moving to Greer County, they wrote this Rhodes femily
adout us.

¥hen our wagons drew up in front of this little roak
astore everybody arcund came to the wagons to meest the new-

comers for this was the custom and they were truly glad
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to have people come into the country. While they were
all talking and Pather and Uncle were asking about land
that could be filed upon, Baby Sister,then three months
0ld,began to ory and mother in quieting her said,"There
there, Crawford,don’'t ory"” and one of the men gradbed
Fagger by the hand and said, "Why,you are th; folks we .
are looking for® and. procseded to tell him about his
gwn kinspegple {in Texas writ{ng t0o them about us. So
nothing would do this Rhodes family but that we shounld
camp in their yard for they already had a small house
there, and should remain there while Father and Uncle
Bi1ll located the lands There was much conversation that
night for they had to bé t0ld all about the home~folks in
Texas and our people had to learn about the new country,
the Rhodes had a little girl about my age and I enjoyed
her immensely,

Latsr Father and Uncle found one hundred and sixty
agres of fine farming lsnd and an eighty acre tract ad-
. j&lning which was not very good end the other eighty
acres was marked "Taken”; they had agrbod.to file to-

@ether 50 that the two families sould be uvompany for one
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another which was a custom of the pfoneer people; the?
want ¢o Glond Ghief to moke thair filing and while at
the land office Father remarked that his eighty acres
was not very good land and the clerk asked why Father
did not file on the adjoining eighty aorea as he was
entftled to one mndred and sixty acres. Father told
him that this land was marked "Taken™. The alerk said
that had Doen done by sGas Ons %5 Xesp the pecple off
end that i¢ was vacant land, so Féther filed on his hun-
dred and gixty aores while we yet camped in the yard of
the Rhodes’ homs while a dugout was being built on Uncle
Will's claim; the filing fee was §15,00. P
Father would take our tent and we would stay all
night eﬁeniso often on our land to hold it,as the law
provided. When the dugout was finighed, both ocur families
moved inte it and v lived tegsether 511 winltax
to stay on our land from time to time., It was no small
amount gf work to fix ; place to live in as there was #0

little material with which to work and whem at last our

own dugout was completed apd we maoved intc it we were yeot
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near Uncle'a\ngout. Mother wanted ﬁo)get some chickens
and here again {¢ was ﬁr?vpd £hat ghe was quite rféht
as she had been in insisting that the milk cows be
driiaﬁ along yith us on curfﬁnve. Father and Uncle had
brought anmelbaddle horses as well as work teams, but . ~
_ regretted that they had not brought fowls elso,for they
‘found there were none to be bought. Few persons had
brought any fowls with them agd thdes who had done so
found thai the wolves, babeats and skunks caué?t then so
often, that it'wag impossible to faise a flock., Mother-
at last aubceedéd in segurig four héns and I remember
how del{ghted we were at the prospect of raisingt}itila
ahiékens. | |

We lived near a ereek snd there were the greafest
number of long~-legged birds of.?he crane family which
seemeg to bs attracted by us, as I supposas we wefe as‘un~
comaon sight to them as they were to us, Any way they'came
86 alose and 1n such sumbers that “other was constantly
telling us children that these dirds with their long necks
and beaks might peck out our eyes. There waz alsyu a great

eagle thet watched us all the time and Mother cautioned
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us to take care as it might attack‘ua and such was iis size
that & child would have 1{ttle chunse t0 protect itself,
My first sehool,l remamber .juits well, éas taught
by an very old lady who wds homestesding (holding down
. her e¢laim). Her house was a very small ons room soddy
with some kind of a %tiny kitchen in a lean-to. There
were fifteen children in the community and Ann Divin,
I do not remember whother she was ii{ss or Mrs., agr-red

to teach us at her home. There wsre no seats and some

— e e -

of our parents ocut down a big c¢ottonwood tree and sawed
off blocks at the proper height arnd we used those to sit
upon., I walked two miles with other children to her house.
Apn Divin was erippled and walked with a eruteh; I do not
think our parents paid her much for her teachiﬁg and I
have in leter yesars thought that perhaps she was glad to
have our company, a: I am sure she was not a professional
teachsr from the faet that when we came to‘some word whieh
we sould not pronounce in onr lessoans, she would say, "Just
gkip it“,aqg she dld n;t sedn to mind. Later, Father was
very anxious that we should have a s~hool 80 he put in

much time and money, for those days,as money was soarce
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and he also donated land on which a school house was
built. We yad 2 very good schaol and there wus only one
house in sight at that time, for sveryhody 1lived in a
dugout, |

e had a very fine garden that year and meat was
no cbjeet as there were prairie chiockens and quail in
droves sverywhere, The cerops of the settlers grew
wonderfully well, but the range cattle destroyed fi~ld
after field and theii owners did not take any pains to
keep them off, as the big cowmen who had used the Cheyenne
and Arapaho eountry for grazing as they liked for s¢ many
years, were anxiocus that the settlers should becoms dis-
couraged and leave the country, which not & few did,

In our community as well as {n many others, for this
wag a fine farming district, the men formed themselves 1n
to groups and stood gnard‘over their orops day and night,
each men taking his turn; this was hard as they had few
todis and plowlng and planting was mostly done by waiking
and by hend and then tc have tc sit up nights and keep

the cattle amay added to their difficulties.
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It was s8ix miles fyom our place to the poat office
and when Father was away Mother would*go out and cuteh
a norse, saddle it and ride the twelve milea,leaviné us
children alene and we were afrald. Father and NMother
went to Vernon, Texas, twice esch year, where the six
months supply of groeeries wund dry-goods were purchased.
Father and Uncle went t0 Texas to work in the hervest for
a runber of yesrs., This geve them money on which to live
and their own craps did not amount to much as there was
ng markat. I have $0ld vou about the little native rook
‘store, and that is where the toun of Rooky took its name.
The present town of Sentinel was nine miles from oﬁr home
end then ealled Barton., The present town of Retrup was
foundad by & man of the neme of Porter who wanied the
post-office nemed for himself tut the Post-Offlce Depert-
ment infofmed him that thers was alresdy 8 post office of
that name or something like i{{ in Oklahoma Territory,
theisfare Porter was spelled dackwards and the post office
was namsd Retrop. iy parents are dburied in the Retrep

Cemstery not far from the plnace whers they setiisd e claim
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farty ybars ago and I and my family are yet living in

Oklahoma and are glad to be known as Oklahama ploneers,



