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Ida B, Lamkford,

Investigator,
Jamuary 21, 1938.

An Interview with Mr, B, B, Henry,
520 N, Grant St., Cordell, Oklahcna.

I was bora ia Motley County, Texas and im 1898, my
parents, with eix children, came $o Washita County, Cloud
Chief them being the county seat.

In 1903, 'my father homesteadsd ome mile morth of
Cordell and we lived im a hall® dugout covered with bruah
and dirt; we broke out same sod, them went to the Chicka-
saw Natiomn to pick cottom. We got emough corm amd 'nor;oy
to 1live om during the spring of 1804,

Ia the sprimg 1904, we broke out all our land amd
planted every thuird furrow by haxd with Red Top cane and
kaffir corn and planted cora im the bottom lamd. We were
ot able to femce cur famm and as I was too young to ride,
and nmy father and brother had gome to Taxas to work through
the harvest, that forced my two sisters to be cowgirls; they
rode day aad aight to keep the other settlers'stock from
sating our crops,

There wes: so much sickness here, I saw the first
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b&dy that was laid away in the 8od Cemetery, it wes
G, C, Mobley. The firat person to'be buried im Lawa-
view Cemetery was a lady of the nsme of Maples,

of a pioneer family.

Those times were pretty hard but ot as they are
today, you could go olsewhere and get vork)we didn't hava &
sort of a dictator or a c¢ase worker amd everyone was friendly.

We had church amd school im the same building; it was
a sod half-dugout ard we could sit im the schoolhouse anxi
sse centipedes from three to five at a time}] they have
fallen ia my lap from the oesiling which was of brush smd -
dirt. ;

It was nine miles morth of Cordell, whers the Chayanne
Indians killed s mam of the mame of Bill Breeding; the
squaws stuffed straw ir his clothes and burned him %o a
chaycosl before the mettlers couid reach him, the seitlere
would have killcd 4h: Cheysnmes= the next morming ntg the
Fort Sill soldiers came om double-guick aad took chargs of
the Indiaxs; this happemed im 1895.

As this country developed a few land sharks came from

the Bast amd loaned momey on farms, the fazmars.buii%
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houses and lost theiyr farms. There are only three ald
pioneers that I know of today who ows their original
hancsteads im this county. These are Walker Lodgaton,l ,
thyee miles south and ore-half miie east of Cordell, Joe
parrak, four miles rorth smd one amd one~half miles east
of Cordell, and Joe Gillilend, five miles morth umd one
mile eest of Cordell.

Ia the old days there was lots of game such as turkey
quail, prairie chickens, docr.. The coyotes and rattlesnakes
vore bad, now we have neither, and our land is wora out,
it needs rain amd a good fertilizer bad., I wish that there
was snother charce for the young folks growimg up who desire
a home, like there was for us; we stayed here through the
hardships of the sarly settler days,

My ocldest sister died i{m 1896 and was buried im the
Sod Cemstery; that leaves three sisters amd ome brothar
living sad my mother amd father are still living, they are
voth sighty-~mine years of age.

I will havo‘to give Wash ita County credit for being
an all aroumd farming belt, give it water and the farmers
will do their part, I am almost Blind, and dom's get ous

much, but how I would lave %o go the old deys over agnin!



