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Ida B. Lankford,
Investigator,
January 21, 1938*

An Interview with Mr. B. B. Henry,
520 H. Grant St., Cordell, Oklahoma.

I was bora 1m Motley County, Texas^and in 1892, ay

^parents, with six children, oam» to Washita County, Cloud

Chief then being the county seat.

la 1903, my father hornetteaded oae milt aorth of

Cordell aad we lived ia a half dugout covered with brush

asd dirt; we broke out seme sod,then went to the Chicka-

saw Hatiom to pick cottoa. We got enough com a»d money

to lire on during the spring of 1904*

Xa the spring 1904, we broke out all our land and

planted every third furrow by hand with Red Top oane and

kaffir corn and planted corn in the bottom land* W« ware

not ablt to fence our faxm and as X was too young to ride,

and my father and brother had gone to Texas to work through,

the harvest, that forced my two sisters to be cowgirls; they

rode day and night to keej^ the other settlers' stock from

eating our crops.

There was- so unch sickness hex** X saw the first
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body that was l a i d away 1M the Sod C«metary, i t was

a. C. Mobley* the f i r s t person to 'be buried i s Lawa-

view Cemetery was a lady of the naae of Maples,

of a plometr family*

Those t imes *»re p r e t t y hard but l o t as they ar«

today» you could go elsewhere aid g t t Tork';vr« didm't h&nt a

i o r t of a d i c t a t o r or a e a s t worker aid everyone was f r i e n d l y .

We bad church aid aohool i i the came bu i ld ing ; i t was

a aod half-dugout aad we could s i t 1M the sohoolhouae and

aee eeat ipedea from three t o f i r e a t a t ime; they have

f a l l * ! im a y l a p from the c o i l i n g which was of brush aad

dirt.

I t wa» mine stiles lorth of Gordell, where the Chê yaxme

X»dlams kil led a aam of the lame of Bil l Breeding; the

squaws stuffed straw i s his clothes and buried him to a

charcoal before the sett lers could reach him, the eettlere

rcuid &»** klUsd tb* Qheycnaes tbs aext raorsisg but &s

tort S iU soldiers came o i double-a&iok aad took charge of

the Xadiaas} this happeied 1m 1805.

As this country developed a few land sharks cave from

the fast emd loaaed Boiey oi farms,1 the farmers, built
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houses amd l o s t t h e i r f arsis, There are only t h r t t old

p i o n t t r s t h a t I know of today who own t h e i r o r i g i n a l

hcs»€3ttad* im t h i s county* Shes t art Walker X*odg8ton»

t h r t t m i l e s south amd o a t - h a l f m i l e e a s t of C o r d t l l , Jot

Darrah, four m i l e s north amd ont amd o n t - h a l f mi loe e a s t

of Oprdftll, and Jo« G i l l i l a n d , f i r e m i l e s morth umd on«

mil* e a s t of Cord*11.

Im tilt o ld days there was l o t s o f game such as turkey

q u a i l , p r a i r i e ehickems, deer* The ooyotee and r a t t l e s n a k e s

wart had, now we hare n e i t h e r , and our land iB worm o u t ,

i t meeds raim amd a good f e r t i l i z e r bad* X wish that there

was another chance f o r the young f o l k s growing up who d e s i r e

a hoae, l i k e there was f o r u s ; we stayed hart through the

hardships of the early sett ler days*

My oldest s is ter died im 1896 and was buried im the

Sod Otmsttry; that leaves thrtt s isters amd one broth<w

living and my mother amd father are s t i l l l iv ing, they are

both eigh%y*mint years of age.

X wil l have to give taahita County credit for being

am a l l around farming bel t , give i t «*tsr and the farmers

will do their part. X an almost Blind, amd don't gtt out

much, but how X would lov« to go the old days over agaiai


