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FTOGRAFHY FORM

INTERVIEW. 869 2 •

Field Worker's name Robert W«

This ^aport mad* on (dauft; September 23. 133

1. Name E»L« Hembrae,

2. . Post Office Aadra:-;: __ Tonkawaf

Residence Rddres? {^'v 3 •->,•-at ion)

4. DATE CF BIHTH: Month Deeember Day _25 Year 1875

5. , place of birth Wright Comity, Missouri^

6. Name of Father E»L« H e m b r e e P l a c e ;f oirtsh

7. Name of j^ntuor Emily Hlbba Heabree ?laoe r.t birth J

Other infornaiioa abĉ ut mother

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the
life and st->ry of tho person interviewed. Refer to Manual fcr
suggested si;bjbcts aî d questions* Continue on blank sheets if
neeessary and attach firmly to this forn/ Nuriber of sheets
attachedt 6 /
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Robert Small. \
Interviewer,
September £3, 195?*

In teleview with S*L« Hembret*
Toakftwm, Oklahoma.

In the fall of 1834, whoa I was nine years of age, I

sada my first Tlslt to the Cherokee Outlet country on a

bunting trip with others and older people* We crossed the

Chikaskia River at Sand crossing which was about s&e mil*

abuvo the prsscat site of Blacks*!!* «sd the Salt F.^k 9fajj

forded at Yellow Boll Crossing, We trareled oror much of

the Cherokee Outlet, and I eaw lots of deer, turkeyt, prairie

chickeai and quail In the country*

Subsequent to this trip I often came down into tha lands

of Oklahoma Territory, Alt an early age I worked at different

tiaes In the country and at varioue kinds of wcrk; one of my

most exciting jobs was breaking horses for the Foss Ranch which

was a horse ranoh located north of the present site of Blaokwell*

It was eustcnary for cowboys or other persons in going about over

the country to stop at any ru&ch for their meals and horse feed

if they were hungry or out of food* If no one was at the ranoh

the visitor would open the door, which was never looked, end ̂  In

and prepare his own meals from a stock of provisions that were
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always kept cm band and a f t e r eatiftg h is 'meal I t i?a«

customary for the v i a l t o ? to wask a l l the v e s s e l s lie
I

had used i n preparing M s meal and wr i t* a note sjfcat*

ing hi a naxae and l eave I t m the table* .. .

Money was npt expected t o be l e f t for any meal or

for horse feed t h a t waa usad by any v i s i t i n g cowboy or

other person. H o s p i t a l i t y l a i t s broadest sense was' ' •

the unwritten law o f the cowboy land* .ajslAaau was i t ,

that any v i s i t o r molested or made m a y wi th anything i n

tue eaiap eseept what he ocdksd .s&d a t s j en i s f r e e t i o a * f

t h i s custom was looked upon with much d i s f a v o r . s

I t was a cociQon thing for people l i v i n g along the

Kansaa*Territory l i n e to come down i n t o the Cherokee Out-

l e t after wood f o r f u e l , and the s o l d i e r s in the neighbor*

hood of O i i l o c e o , where they had a camp or headquarters»

would often catch wood haulers and make t ^ a a take t h e i r load

of wool to Chilocco and unload i t and go home with an empty

wa^on*

Although I was not o ld enough t o take a oluim then

Qisroicee Outlet was opened to s e t t l e m e n t , I had becone s o

familiar with the country tha t 2 entered the Q»OJ* with a y
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father and Untla and sine* I wae riding » better horse than
j

my Unole t iwmpped horse* with Mm after we had gone a few

milts, win eh enabled my ttoole to orertak* aany who V'd left
- -i

hla somewhat in the rear* Father got a claim three miles

northwest of Tonka**,

In 1899, I filed on the seulfesast quarter of section 50,

Township SI North, Bangs 16 fte»tt in what wa* then known as

the Big Pattur«! In Woods Ccnsaty, b«ing the oounty seat or

place of filing*

I built a dugout to live in on the claim, dug a well and

builtf .iofeio aiiedt for stocjc, and not long afterward I put out

& number of fruit tree*, all of whioh thrived and bore frt i t
i

of fine flavor and generous size*

In 1900, X engaged In hunting game in the western part of

Oklahoma Territory* Frca early youth I had handled gune and

was an expert «ark*aan» There were many prairie ehiekens and

quail in the country and a good deoand for thorn In the s&?s$$§

of Eaatern cities* Some large shippers would send out men to

eontraei with settlers to hunt or kil l geoae m coo tract, furnish-

ing then with a l l the necessary ssnmnition for their gune and

ealliag at certain intervals to take up *he goae that had been

killed.
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I used two good bird dogs in most of my hunting,

and since I was an excellent marksman to begin with Z

made an enviable record in the amount of game kil led

with a minimum of amonition* I pat In about three

years hunting in the country and mode good wage*, i s

addition to having plenty of wild 'game for my own fami»

ly use a l l the time* My wife was also a good marksman

and often enjoyed & huat with me,

finest i came in from a hunt with s bag of quail i t

required scne l i t t l e work to prepare the birds properly;

in the f irst place. e?< eh day •a k i l l had to be separate frctt

the k i l l of the previous day or days for i f they were mixed

the entire lot would be lost* In addition to keeping each

days k i l l separate and apart from al l other©t each bird

had to be set with i t s breast down, or rather stood on

i t s breast, so that after the flesh had beeoiM s t i f f and

firm and th<~ bird was ready for shipment, the bird would

present a natural l ive appearance, and bring a better prlot

on the markets. I reoeired |1«25 per dozen for quail end

frcm $ 3«00 to $4*50 per doseu for prairie ohlcktaa.

X owned an organ in my home which w&s the only orgam
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ln the eonnrunlty and ire enjoyed the frequent

of our neighbors who earns n t h o ther musical i n s t r u -

ments »ad a l l t oge ther made many occas ions f i t t i n g

for s tepping n the l i g h t f a n t a s t i c " on the smooth

wooden f l o o r of our dugout horns*

I had a baseba l l diamond on my p lace and took

an aot iTe part in a l l b a l l games of the country* I

also bsS race track; for hsrses sad usually kept one

or -.ore race animals on the farm and often great crowds

would assemble for*some rather spirited horse racing

contests*

In the early d«ys ws held a community Christmas

Tree in our hose and put on a program of entertainment
/

that e l l the neighbors enjoyed; in addition to this many

neighbors exchanged g i f t s befitting the occasion*

Prior to sty residence in Woods Coumty when I was

/ working orer the Oherokea Outlet, I was with the Indians

a great deal and learned to talk much of their language*
was til a

I/told by Grant Miles, QoTernraent Scout, of/being sent
after an InSian man who had taken part in kidnaping an

/ ' /
, infant whits baby. In later years he married the woman-tb*
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kidnaped baby.

I sold my stook and left the old homestead in

1920, although I still own the old farm whioh X rent

out to tenant farmers*

I helped survey the town of Bartlasriile and work*

ed orer the Osage Nation In early days and was on the

present alto of Blaekwell when the first tent was erect-


