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| Interview with W, S, Hood (White)
| 709 South Jefferson St
/ Hobart, Oklshome

f Bora April 8, 1868

Sumnerville, Georgis
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/ I was bora April 8, 1868 st Summerville, Georgia. I ceme
|

!

fYOm thete to Center,  klehoma in 1891, I had & cousin at Center

i

/ehioch was my main rezson for coming out here.

! 2

I came by rail t- Wister Junction. Aafter & short visit with

!
!

/

my cousin i secured & job working on the section. I had to board
with the section bose or not work, end pay $4 per week for boerd.
The reilroed then ﬁas 54 miles lcng from Wister Junction to McAlester.
1 steyed with the railroed ebout two mo .ths ard ceme deek to my
cousins agd while lookiLg srcund found & job running & freight
outrit frk Center to all pointa cluse by. | ‘

M. waysh and 2, Dutrx,Meroanti}e Business, re1c 1y employees.
I would loJ up groeeries & d supplies_and start to some other
towmn. Aftep I was unloaded i ‘onld piek up cotton end cther farm
produce thq wes available‘an Center was the closest trading point.

|

of the Kiom-Comenche and Caddo country for settlement. Mr. Duffy

#hile work with the firm the discussion came ap cbout the opening
told me oﬁj dey; he said "There isn't any use for you to try to
neke the run down there," 1 said, "Why?" "Well, you were horn in

~ the wrong stete,” seid Mr., Duffy, "and the Rock Island Railroed
Company is going to gobble up all thet lend down there and make &

repudblic out’ of i%.” Just aniides thet the people hed in those deys.
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I never kugw if that was ever suggested or not but I 4idn't mske
the drawfag, But my brother-in-law, Curt Ludford, end a friemnd
of his, T, N. MeCurdy, made the run and both egreed if one got
e claim and the other didn't they would split the profit and go
elsevhere. So Ludford drsw & clsim but nev.r movcd om it, ght
sold out end eplit with McCurdy.

T kept on with freight wagons until 1908 when railroeds
took 8o much of the businese thrt we couldn't operate.

iy only experience with Indians is thet I hed forgotten
my gun one frip while I wes out with & load of freight. +Fhile
1 alvays hed it along and slept -ith my g&n under my hesd, I hed
travélgd“all day and stopped near & creek to mgke cemp for the night.
I got supper over with end ebout nine or ten o'clock thet night of
all the noise and yelling going on I never heard the like. I was
down in ¢ hollow and hills on either side but co .14 hesr the noise,
and $het kept up fer into the morning but I surely was scared without
my gan. I slept with a butcher knife in my hend ell night long. I
moved my bed to where I thought they wouldn't find me. By daylight
everytiing had quieted down, s I resuncd my journey. Then I realized
1 wes lost, I hed teken the wrong roed or tradl the evening before.
When 1 topped the hill 1 could see I had cenped close to an Indian
camp which had been having a dbig powwow all night, so 1 asked two

or three Indians whers 1 was, and they seid "no sevyvy" but I finelly

got to one thet said pointing to east over thet hill "white man live"
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end that wea 2ll he would tell me. But 1 went over the hill and
there I was in sight of Ade. ihite men lived there ellright, but
just en Indien's way of telling me.

nfter refilroeds were being built end most everyhbody had sold
their freighting outfits I was at 8 1ittle town of Venoss, Cklshoma
where they were extending the line to thet town. ‘e had 2 very wet
spring thet yeer and finelly it got so wet that the treins just
couldn't meke the trip and & few femilies were getting hungry so a
friend end I borrowed the compeny's hend cer and went tc Byers, Okla,

for food for our femilies.,



