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Interview with Jhseph Martin Lynch
By B.F. Dodson
G, F. 3-149 .

April 1&, 1357.
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Joseph i1ariin Lynch, & Zhe-okee, was born July 30, 1€81, in Flint

District, Cherokee Hution, Indian Territory, nesr the present town
of Bunch, Adeir County, Oklu.

His father, Sicero L. Lynch, a Cherokee, was born Mey 92"18§T?f”
necr tha present town of Jtrong, Delawsre County, Ckla. Died Sept.
6th, 1¢20. Buried at News Hope Cemetery, Stilwell, Okla.

¥ sty
¥is amother, Naonie 2. { Bell) Lynch, & Zherokee “Woman, was born
near the rresent towmn ¢f Buanch, Okla. Flint District Cherokee Natiog,
June 17, 1841, died July 9, 1305. Buriad in okd fsmily cemetery
nesar Bunch, Okla.

The father of Josept .artin Lynch w-s ol the Sheshone Clan, the

mother of ilke ~olf Clisn.
Tho ancsstors ol Mr. Lynch cume from Virginia ; the ancestors of
his nother cume fron Georgis,
wcicary L. Lyunch was . farmer .and politicdsn. He farmsl juite
extousivaely, srowlng crops of cora, wheul, Ouls uad vegetablas ;also
raisod stocx, cettla, hogs and horses. *&fter however, he gave most

of his time to politics, serving terms aus sheriff of Flint Dissrict

and as District Judge of the Court.
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Both grundfathsrs of Joseph “artin Lynch, John A. Bell and

Joseph Murtin Lynch, were members of th: “idaze or Troaty Party.
Jieeryo L. .ynch waa g brothsr-in-law to .;tan Yatia. Cicsro L.
Lynch %as thas last Chiz=f-Justice of the Suprame Court, c? the
Cheroke: Hation.

John Martin, a sreat-grandfather of Josenh Martin Lynch,
was the firsp Chief Justica of the 3Supreme Court of the
Cﬁerb%ee NatiSn, and 1s buriocd in the Street at Ft. Gidson. \

Joseph Martin Lyneh attended the common schools at Flint
" Dist, Charokee Nation at Creasy Valley and Round Sprinzs Schools.

His first teachdar was Mra. Lydia Choats, the wife of Baxter Choate.
Fhatar he attended the Cherokes National Mals Saminary of Tahlequsah,
Later he attaﬁ&edﬂ the Valparaiso Collsge at Valparaiso, Ind; the
Law Department of the Jumberland University at Lebancn, Tennessse,
Lfter greduation he returned to his home in S$ilwell, Adair County,
Ck1§., wnera he entered the law profeasicn und has enjoved a good
oractice 3ver since. He has be n prominent in politics. The firat
office ha held was City Raecorder of 3tilwall ; Clerk of the
constititional Convention, First Reglster of Dez2ds, Adsir County,

8lected in 1907~ U. S. Comuissioner, appointed by Judge k. L.

'Hilliams, County Judge of Adair County 1330-193¢, Hgv, wes -

marrisd to Miss Hazel Mason at Miami, Okla, 1913, They are Methodisf-

x

Mr. Lynch says he saw his grandmother dys clothes with walnut bark
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Hr. Lynch tells how murder trials were conducted in the Cherokee

ourts, If there was a mis-*trial, as was sometimes the cnse, there
ould be another jury ordered for the following duy, and on in the
ame wey until there wns & verdict. Sometimes there were four or
five juries cnlled before the cuse was “inelly decided.

If the accused was convicted of murder, he~ ves ziven one week
only to be ready for execution. He was shackled sith shackles f's-
tened to the legs with heavy rivets, then when the day of execution
came he was teken to some place and the rivets filed in two, and he

was immediately hanged .




