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Interview with Jhaeph Martin Lynoh

By B.F. Dodson

G, JF. 3-149

April 13,

Joseph iunin Lynch, a Chp-okee, «*a born .July 30, 1881, in Flint

District, Cherokee Nation, Indian Territory, ne^r the present town

of Bunch, Adeir County, Oklu.

His father, Cicero L. Lynoh, a Cherokee, was bora May 9.J,„ 18tlt*f'

near tiia present town of Jtreng, Delaware Cojnty, Ckla. Died Sept.

6th, 1920. Buried at New Hope Cemetery, Stilspell, Okla.

Kis aothei , Nannie ?,, { Bell) Lynch, & 3herokee Voraan, was'born

near the present to^m of Bunch, Okla. Flint District Cherokee Nation,

June 17, 1641, died July 9, lsOp. Buriad in old family ceoatery

n8ar Bunch, Okla.

The father of Joseph Martin Lynch «:» of the Sheshone clan, the

mother of tho ..'olf Cian.

Tho ancestors of fcr. Lynch ouine from Virginia ; the anceatora of

his aothsr caa9 froai Georgia.

•Cicaro L. Lynch wtis -. farmer und poiitioiaa. He farmed luite

;̂ cropd of corn, wheut, oats and vegetables ;also

raisoi' stocK, cattla, hoga and horses. .Later however, he gave moat

of hia time to politics, serving terms as sheriff of Flint Dlatriot

and aa District Judge of the Court.
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Both grandfathers of Joseph Martin Lynch, John A. Bell and

Joseph Murtin Lynch, were nerabers of th? 'Ud,;ze or Troaty party.

jic9ro L. .ynch wr*3 a brother-in-la;v to ,3tan ?atia. Cicoro L.

Lynch was the last Chief-Justice of the ^uprama Court, of the

Oheroka i Nation.

John Martin, a s-roat-grandfather of Joseph Martin Lynch,

wa3 th-3 first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the

Cherokee Nation, and is buriod in the Street at ft. Gibaon. \

Joseph Martin Lynch attended the conrcon schools at Flint

Dist. Charokee Nation at Creasy Valley and Round Sorin^s Schools.

His first teachsr was Mrs. Lydia Choata, the wife of Baxter Ohoate.

&ter he attended the Cherokee National Male Seminary of Tahlequah.

Later he attended the Valparaiso College at Valparaiso, Indj the

Law Department of the Cumberland University at Lebanon, Tennessee.

Aftsr graduation ha returned to hio home in S$ilwell, Adair County,

Ckla., where he entered the law profession and has enjoyed a good

practice aver since. He ha:« be n prominent in politics. The first

office he held was City Recorder of 3til#all ; Clerk of the

Constitutional Convention, First Register of Deads, Adair County,

elected in 1907- U. S. Commissioner, appointed by Judge S. L.

Ailliams, County Judge of Adair County 1930-193t>* He *8t :

aapriad to ilia* Haael Mason at Miami, Okla, 1913. They are Methodist

Mr. Lynch says he saw his grandmother dye clothes with walnut bark
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Murder Trials * , 3 0 3

gr. Lynch tells how murder trials were conducted in the Cherokee

lourts. If there was a mis-trial, as was sometimes the cose, there

fould be another jury ordered for tho following dyy, >>.nd on in the

ame wey until there w;s o verdict. Sometimes there were fiur or

ive juries CM]led before the case wns *inelly decided.

If the accused was convicted of murder, he «ns ^iven one week

nly to be ready for execution. He w«s shackled 'ith shackles f- s-

ensd to the legs with heavy rivets, then when the day of execution

ame he was taken to some place and the rivets filed in two, and he

aa inmediately hanged .


