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HEFLET, JENNIE INTERVIEW, 10051•

Field Worker*s name

This report mais on (dat;̂ ;

1. Name Jennie Hef ley

-2. . Post Office .Address Anadarko. Oklahoma

3. Residence addreap (̂ r l^ation) 307 Bast Oklahoma

4. DATE CF BIRTH: Month October Day H Year .1867.

5. . Place of birth Missouri ,

6. Name of Father W. A« Stacey Place of birth Tenna?-
see

7. Name of Mot her Martha Clavborn Sta^e^lace af

Other information about mother

Notes or complete narrat.ivo by the field worker dealing with the
life and story of the person interviewed. Refer to Manual fcr
suggested subjects and questions. Continue on blank sheets if
necessary and attaoh firmly to this form* Number of sheets
attached five
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Lillian Geseaway,
Investigator,
February 23, 1938*

An Interview with Mrs* Jennie Hefley,
307 Bast Oklahoma, Anadarko, Okla*

%• Hefley and I came to Si lleno about a year and

a half before the time of registering for homesteads and

lived in a little three-room house one block from Kerfoot

Bottle We had been reading of the registration but had

not paid much attention to it- Just thought it would be

nothing very unusual* In my mind i thought it would bs

like voting, just a steady flew of people, but nothing like

it really was* One morning Hr* Hefley went to the back

door and called me. The street was a solid mass of people;

there were, It seemed, thousands of people swarming around

the registers booth. Spaces were runted ct different

.points in town where people registered*

The town-was so crowded that there was nowhere for

pscpls to sleep* On* day «t joman came to my house and asked

if I had a room to rent* I told her, "No" that X only had

three rooms and I had nothing* She said that there were four

of them* her father, b,soth:$r,, sister and herself, and they
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wanted somewhere to s leep* They had been to the^-hottl

and bad beau t o l d t h a t I t was f u l l but tha t I n igh t l e t

them hare a room. I t o l d her tha t X had one roam but

I cou ldn ' t make a l l of them comfortable* She said

t h a t i f I would l e t her have the roan they would make

themselres comfortable* When I showed her t h e room, she

vent to the bed and saw t h a t i t had two mattresses , , She

sain Irhat she would *«ke one mat t r e e s and put i t on the

floor and she and her sister could sleep on the floor

and her father and brother oould have the bed* "Oh, " I

said, Too won't be comfortable there". >̂he said that

i t would be better than f i t t i n g up in the depot a l l

night so I let her hare the roan* The next day she asked

me what she owed me. "On," I said, "You don't owe me

anything* I wouldn't think of dharging you for the bed

on the floor, and I never le t out a room before•* She

said that she had come prepared to pay me and asked if

$4.00 would be enough* I t was a new experience for me, but

from then on I kept some one in that room. '

People then were honest and treated each other fairly*

During the registering people would bring^jbheir luggage to

\
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me and leave i t sometimes for several days. I had one

xocm in which luggage was stacked almost to the ceiling

against-the wall and I didn't know how X vras going to

remember each person's property. One man shewed me how

to make tickets so 1 could tag them. Others would leave

money for me to take care of.

There were eating joints a l l along the street in

frost of ay *iousee There were under tents with long

planks for eating counters. Some of them were covered

with ilcloth and others were bare, but a l l were nice and

clean. People would co^e over to iay place to get water.

I told them that they could have seme. They wanted to pay

mo for i t but I would te l l them nHon that I paid only the

minimum and to take what they wanted. They nearly always,

though, left seme money for the water.

13ennis Flynn was responsible for the drawing n̂d on»

time at a speech he said: "I'm going to bring my old nurse

up os the stage with me, and let her s i t to one side. ^h«

is colored but she has been a mother to me; in fact she

has been more than a mother, to me and X think as much of

her as any white woman." One time when someone cane to this
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old nurse and told he r t h a t Dennis was drank , she s a i d :

ttitfh&t of i t ? Dennis has more sense sfcen he i s drunk than

most men have when they a re sobe r . w I r e ryone knew he r as

Granny Jonas , but she baa r a t n e r be c a l l e d Mrs. J o n e s .

Mr. Hefley c <me ^n to ^nadarko, during r a g town days ,

He had a la rge t e n t tna t wo id hold a hunared c o t e so he

s e t up t h i s t e n t and kept s l eepe r s* When the l o t s In town,

were sold fie put up t h i s tou t on Main S t r e e t in nhat i s acv?

the 100 block* I d o n ' t know Juet t he s t r e e t number but i t

was about 113 £ a s t Main S t r e e t . •<*• woman had an e a t i n g

j o i n t next to Mr* Hef ley 'B s l e e p i n g t e n t , ac she fed those

who s l e p t the re*

Mr* Hefley served on the P o l i c e fo rce under John

Blackmore who was the f i r s t Chief of P o l i c e ot Anadarko,

Mr* Blaokmore was appointed t o t h i s o f f ioe but t h e second

term Mr* Hefley «ue elected chief and filled this cffics off

and on until his death.

In 1903 or 1904 we had a big parade; X don't remember

what the occasion was* but Oeronimo was brought up froa Fort

^111 to be in thie paradej he was never allowed to be without

a guard* Wr.en he and his guard got here tht guard wanted to
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see over the town so turned Geronimo over to Mr. Hefley
to

to guard* Mr. Hefley brought him down/the house where we

lived and oame in the house for something. He told me

that Geronlrao wae outside and for me to go seer him. I

looked at him aB if he was some strange animal out of a

zoo* When I got out there he was off his horse fixing

the girth of Mr. a©fley's saddle. He said to me , "White

man no know how fix em saddle." I was very surprised

that Geronim© could talk -English. He fixed the saddle and

then jumped on the horse and started-running up the alley*

I called t̂o Mr* Hefley that Geronimo was getting away, but

when he got to the end of the alley he turned and came back*

That was the f irst time l ever saw Geronimo. 1 have a

picture of that parade with taroni.io among those at the

head of i t*


