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Lillien Gassaway,
Investigator, -
Fﬁbmry 23 ’ 1938,

An Interview with Mrs, Jennie Hefley,
307 Esst Oklahoma, Ansdarko, Okla,
Mr, Hefley end I came to Bl Hemo about a year and
a half before the time of registering for homesteads and
lived in a little thres-room house one block from Kerfoot
Hotel. Ve had basn Teading nf the registration but had
not peid much attention to it~ just thought it would de
nothing very unusual, In my mind 1 thought it would %
like voting, Jjust a steady flcw of people, but nothiang like
it really was, One morning Mr, Hefley went to the back
door and called me. The street was a =0lid mass of psople;
there wers, it seemed, thousands of people swarming around
the registers booth, Spaces wers rented ct different
.points in town where psopie registered.
The town was s0 ocrowded that there was nowhere for
peopls ¢ sleep. Ona day 2 soman came to my house and asked
it I’had a room to rent., I told her, "No| that I only had

three rooms and 1 had nothing., She said thet there wers four

of theme= her father, brother,, sister and herself, and they
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wanted somewhare to sleep, They had bean to the.lnotel
and had been told that it was full but that I might let
them have a room. I told her that I hed one room but
‘I couldn't make all of themn comfortable. She Baid
thet if I would let her have the roam they would make
themsslves comfortable, When I showed her the room, she
wont to the bed and saw that it had two mattresses. She
said %hat she wonld take ons mattress and put it on the
floor and she and her sister could sleep on the floor
and her father and brother could have the bed. "Oh," I
said, "Fou won't be comfortable there”, ohe said twat
it would bq better than ‘sitting up in the depot all
night 80 1 let her have the room, The next day she asked
me what she owed me. "Oh," I said, "You don't ows me
anything, I wouldn't think of dherging you for the bed
on the floor, and I never let out a room before."™ OShe
said that she had come prepared to pay me and asked if
$4.00 would be enough. It was & new experiende for me, but
‘from then on I kept some one in that room.

People then were honest and treated sach other fairly.

Duying the registering people would bring,xheir lu§gage to
A
\
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me end leave it sometimes for several days. I had one
zoaﬁ in which lﬁzgage was stacked almost to the ceiling
againss!the wall and I didn't knaw how I was going to
remember each parson'’s property. One man shcwed me how
to make tickets so 1 could tag them., Others would leave
money for me tc take care of.

There were eating joints all along the street in

Pwnn
.‘v?

t of my housa, There were under tents with long
planks for eating counters. Some of them were covered
with .4lcloth and others were bare, but all were nice and
c¢lean. People would coue over to my place to get water.
I told them thét they could iave sane. They wanted to pay
me for it but I would tell them "No" that I paid only the
minimum and to take what théy wanted. They nearly always,
though, left same money for the water. '
Dennis Flynn was responsible for the drawing .nd one
time at a speech he said: "I'm goiung t0 bring my old nurse
up on the stage with me, and let her sit to one side. ©OShe

is colored but she has been a mother to me; in fact she

has been more than a mother, 40 me and I think as much of

her as any white woman." One time when someone came to this

|
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old nurse and to)ld her thiit Dennis was drunk, she said:
“"$hat of 1t7? Dennis has more sense whien he is drnnk than
most men have when they are sodber."” Everycne knew her as
Granny Jores, but she “ad rather be called Mrs. Jones,

Mp, Hefley ¢ me .n %0 Anada’rko, during rag town days,
Ho had a large tent tnatv wo 14 hoid a hunired cots so he
set up this tent and kept sleepers, Whem the lots in town
were s8oid he put up this tent on Mainm Str
the 100 block., I don't kmow just the street number ut it
was about 113 East Main Street. = woman had an eating
joint next to Mr. Hefley's sleeping tent, sc she fed those
who slept there,

Mr, Hefley served on the Police forse undsr John
Blackmore who was the firat Chief of Police c2 Analarko,
My, Blackmore was appointed to this office ut the second
term My, Hefley wus electsd chisef and fillsd this office off
and on until his death. |

In 1908 or‘. 1804 we had a big parade; I don's remember
what the occasion was but Geronimo was brought up from Fort
S{11 to be in this parade; he was never allowed to he without

a guard, ¥#ren he and his guard got kere the guard wanted to
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see over the town so turned Geronimo over to Mr. Hefley
to guard. Mpr, Hsefley brought him down/%gt'honso where we
lived and came in the house for something. He told me
that Geronimo was outside and for me to go seerhim. I
looked at him as if he was some atrange animal out of a
zoo. ¥When I got out there he was off his horse fixing
the girth of Mr. defley's saddle. He said to me , "White
msen no know Low fix em saddle.™ I was very surprissd
that q§ronimo eould tulk English. He fixed the saddle and
then jumped on the horse anua started-running up the alley.
I called to Mr. Hefley that Geronimo was getting away, but
when he got to the end of the alley he turned and came back.
That was the first time 1 ever saw Geronimo. I have a

ploture of that parade with Geroni..c among those at the

head of it.



