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‘William Herring, familiarly lnown as Uncle Bill, was
born in Sampson County, North .Jarolina, July 16; 1855.

Tnformation concerning his parents not obtainable except

that his frther fought-in the Black Hawk jar, In 1874,

, . e was married to )Miss Anne X, Bunch. In 1880, he moved

" .with his family, c¢onsistimzg of-his wife and two esons, to
Arkansas and located near Fort Smith where he was success-
% " .
fully engaged for ten years in farming. Owing tq-the ill

health of his wife, he moved to the Indiamn Eerf;tory

hoping that she might be benefited. He selected !‘uskogee

§

=—as-@-toeation.and engaged in the trarsfer business. He
also had the contract for feeding catble for lr, Fount
Crabtree. / .

In31893, under the administration of President

4;4¥h¥mﬂiuﬁg_1uLg§§happdinted jai;<5uard at luskogee. L.
s = S = = =

Je Ju McAlespér, for whom the town of McAlester was named,
/

/
was Unitgd/states Marshal at that time. Judge Charles 7.
,// '
Stuaﬁy/was United States Judge. Ix. William neffner was

Muayégeetslpity Marshal, and Gus Lubbes was United States

,;é;ler. . 1 ,

// Muskogée, at that time, had & population of approx-

imately 2200, B
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The jail was a two story fram building with a furteen
foot wall around it, loéated where the uskogee Daily
Phoenix Buildiné now stands. There was no water system
in those days, c¢onsequently ali the water used in the jeil
had to be brouéht in. The drinking water came from a
cistern located at the corner of the court house across
from the jail. Ilumerous attempts were made by the pris-ners
to burn the ja;i and on the 9th of lovember, 1893; they ‘
succeeded in doing 80. .fe then moved to. the court room
where we held the prisoners until arrangements could be
mede to build & prison. Shortly after the fire, e cdntragt

was made. with I'r. G. #. Turner to erect a two story jail

building on & lot 40 x 80" near the colored Japtist Church.

where the Ritz Theater BUilding mow staidss—Tpe-seeowat—
of this transaction can be found in the Luskogee Thoenix

published at that time. A stockade with a fourteen foot

wall was erected north of town .where the Dorn-Cloney Léundry

Buiiding:hbﬁ stands. At rirst; t6nts‘WEjé‘pﬂt“up=&a€éde=aava_w4%

.

'the wall\ugfil the 3ull Pen .ouse was built., Again, there
was no water system nor sanitation. Jjater had to be hauled
in and the garhsge hauled out. <rom 100 to 250 prisoﬁers
;ere held in this_plac9l Among them, some of the notorious
outléwa including Ai Jernings, Cherokee Bill, i;i Reed

¢



{wRRILC, LI INTLRVT L.,

-3 437

(son of the Belle Starr), the Buck gang. #hile the Buck
gang was incarcerated there, an attempt was made to release
them. ahsuccessful, however, %73 to the efficient manage-
ment of l‘r, Herring and his co-workers,

He retireéd from that position in 1895 and was emﬁloyed
by several cattle men to meke collections. In 1898, he was
appointed night mershal under William Heffner, City Marshal
and continueq in this position until 1901 when he was elect:d
City Marshal and elected &3Z=tm in 1902. 'in 1903;‘he was
elected Chief of Police,a position which he held until 1907
when he was elected Meat Inspector by Jovernor Heskell snd

continued in ‘this position until 1910, He was thcn’gppointed .

Sanitary Qfficer and was also serving as Street Commissioner.

e

appointed Deputy U. S. ilarshal saud continued in this position

AN

until 1921 when he was returned to the police force of iuskogee

.where he s-rved until 1928; retiring frém public life,

As. an officer, Uncle Bill,—wes—in—ac¢lass all by himself.
He made no enemies even among the worst viclaters of the law,
which he treated with respect and impartiality.' He was a
man of quiet, stern extarior but possessed a kind heart.

Time and azain he would o out efter the .iost hardened criminals

-

____&apd bring-them—in— g éhn. n ‘some cases Hhe called the
\ ’ L .

defenders by telephone assuring them they would receive glf

consideration and thcy would respond by meeéing him at:tho station.
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