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[Field -worker's Jo>

This roi-jort made on (d'-ite) 193
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This person IL (EIPIC or f^irale) wliitc, Konro, Indian,
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/Joe Southern
/ Xsfcerriewer
/ Septesfcer 24> 1937

1 Interview n t h ftnes BHES?,
OklahoBie,* ~ * •

I was bom June 10, 1662, at Axsstrong aahool,

I as a GioctAW Free&nan. •'"*

I moftd to 014 Boggy D«pot la 1868 end worked

for Reverend Allen ir]gkt «ho HKS tten Governor of

the GSsctaw Hat ion* I tlien moT©d to Atoka In 1875

and haves resided here since before the Civil War*

The political party anong the Choc taws and

Chickasaw was knoim as the Elan or Independent

party and when two men were in the race for the

seme off lee the citizen* of "fee county YOU Id meet

at the different voting places and vote in Klan

numbers. They nould vote by a rising vote* Each

man in the race would appoint a judge or man for
0,

counting votes* This method of voting was carried

on until after {fee War ended, in 1867» rtien two

political partla* » ? * formed. One w\s the Eagles,

the other the Buzzards. In 1885 two other parties
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Progr««BlY», the ether

perUti existed tmtll 3L6969 whttn th© tic present

partita «tr« naatd, one the R»pat4ican Party, tbe

otbtr tho Daaoomtle Party, the ]ast bein» the" gx«at«r

in niBiber In Atoka and surrounding oountioa.

In 190? the present system to uote by a printed

ballot came into effeet in Atoloa ana surrounding ,

countloa.


