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If Indi¢:, give tribe

Jrigin ‘nd history of leg.nd or story .

A story that I have heard my father Peter Pitchlynn tell--

Printed in the Indian Exchange May 15, 1924.
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It is 2 legend of how the Choctaw race came.
) &

The Choctaw race came from the bosom of a great
. ’ ’
gea, suppoégd to be the Gulf of Hexico. Even when
they made thelr first appearance upon'the eartﬁ: they

RY

' were sO numerous as to cover the sloping ond sandy

< -

! [
shore as far as the eye could reach. For a long

time they traveled upon the sands before they 9oul%
find &« place auited‘to their yants. |

The naue of their Principal Chief or Prophet was
"Chah~tab,” whencse came tﬁe nans "Chogtaw." He
was a man of great age or wisdém»‘ For many moons
.thexr bodies were strengthened by pleasant breeies
and their hearts gladdened by perpetual summer. %

In the process of time, however, the multitude
was vigited by sickness and the dead bodies of old
_ woman and 1i%%le children wers left upon the shore
one after another. ’

Then the heart of the Prophet becams troubled,
aﬁ& planting a‘long staff which he carried in his
hand, and‘whiqh was endowsd with the powexrs of an
oracle, he %told the peopls that from the spot

designated they must turn their faces toward the

unknown wilderneas. But beforg entering upon this
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part of their journey he specified & certain day®

for stérting and told them that they were af li@qit&,
in the meantime to enjoy themselves yy feasting and |
dancing and performing their .national odes.

It was now early morning and the hour appointed
for starting. Heavy clouds and flying mists rested
upon the ssa, but the beautiful waves melted upon

%. the shore as joyfully as before. The staff which
the Prophet planted was found leaning toward the
point in the North and in that direction did the
multitude take up their line of march. Their-jour-
ney lay aeross streems, over hills through tangled
féngstQ\ and over .immense prairies,
&\Théy now arrived in an entirely new country;
they plgﬁtédktge mégic staff every night'with'utmost ’
care and rose i;'thexmorning with eagerness t'ow
asces;ain the direction\iﬁ which it leéped. and thus
had té%y\;ravaled many days when they found thﬁy—

e

selvea’hped\tﬁg margin of an O-an-ne-Chitta,/Qr the
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great hishway of the water Mississippi. Here they
ﬁitohod their tents and having again planted their
staff they lay dewn to al‘ep. %hen the morning
came the oracle told them that they must oross the
mighty river besfore them; they built themselves
rafts and reachad the oppoaité ghore in safety.
They now found themsslves in a country of rere
beauty, where the trees were so high as to almost
toush the clouds, and where game of all kinds and /
the swsetest of fruits were found in abundanes, //
The flowers of the land wera~more brilliant ihan
any_tyay had ever sesn, and so large as to often
. shiolé them from the sunlight of the moon, With
the climate of the land they were delighted and
the air they breathed seemed to fill their bodies
with new strength. So pleased were they with all»
they saw that they built mounds in all the more
/b/oautim valleys through which they passed, aa’%;gg_

" the master of light might know that they wers not an

»
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ungratsful people. In this gountry they resolved
t0 remain, and here they esteblishned their governe
ment and in due time made the mound of "Humei-waie-ya,"
near the head waters of what ie now the Pearl River
in {4issiseippi.

Time passed on and the Choctaw'Nation beceams
so powerful that its hunding ground extended %o the
sky. Trouble now arose among the younger warriors
and hunters of the NationA. until it came to pass !
that they left the cabins of their fathers, and sete
tied in the distent regioms of the earth. Thus from

[

$he body of the Ohoctg‘a Nation have sprung the other

/

nationg which are kn/oﬁ as the Chickasaws and the

Cherokees, Crseks 74Muakoge 8, the Shawnees and

the Seminoles.

4 becsine they loved ‘tpoae

of their pe plo/(ho long befors departed into
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~ distant regions. They called this oity Yazso ‘
the meaning of which is "Homs of the psopls who

are gone.,"



