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Johnson H. Hampton

1937

Okl ehoma.

Kosomea, Oklshoma.,

April 20,
Interview with Mrs. Jane Cole
Antlers,
Born in 1859
Parents:

Father, Ben Terry
Mother, Siney Terry, a
Full blood Indien
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BIOGRAPEHY.

I was born nsar Kosoma, Oklshoma, then it was

Choctaw Nation. I really do not know

born--I figure that I am now 78 years

just when I was

0ld, which would

“mske me borﬁ;;n 1859--I don't know- the month nor the

day ‘I was borm.

My festher was a white man and his neme was

Ben Terry. I am a half blood Indian.

. us that he served in the Oivil War.

My father told

I was small at the

%ige, so I don't remember just what he ssid about the
\\

war,\énd I don't know where he came from nor do I know

any of h;é\folks as I never did hear my mother say any-

thing about hls kin folks.
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- Ny mothér was a full blood Indian'and her name
was Siney Terry. After my father died she married again--
a man by the neme of Turnerf-he ;aa another white man. I
don't know aﬂything gbout him. Ny mother saidthat she was
quite small when she came over from }Mississippi so she did
not remember what the& did after they arrived in tids
country. She said during the wsr they had an awfﬁl tire
getting anything to eat at times. They could not get any
flour or coffee; they parched corn end mede coffee out of
thet--she said that it made a good substitute for coffese.
They had to get out in the woods end gather some kind of
leaves for their greens. I don't know what they were,
During the war the soldiers ceme;back home with
smallpox--it wes something dreedful. Lots of Indians
died from the disease, while some ~f them got well, they
+8id not look like anything. They were all scarred Qp,
it left greet scars on their faces. 1P was hard to get
anyone to help bury them, they would just rq}l them up
in sheets and roll xhﬁm into the grave, né ceremony what- -

ever.

I 4id not attend any school at that time; there
<« .
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was no school so I wes raised without an education cone
sequently I am not abXe to read or write, and can speak
but %ery 1ittle English. I can't read any in &y own
language. ~

When I grew up I married a full blopd Indian by
the name of Morgan Cole. He served as County Judge of
Jack Fork County several years, then he was a deputy

. sheriff for several years. He had to go to Many Springs,

the county court ground, every month--he had to ride about
|

‘30 miles to court. After that he was converted and finally

turnéd out to be a preacher; he was a Cumber%and Presbyte-
rian preacher. He went out over the country preaching the
Gospel. He died several years ago~-I1 don't remember the
the date he died.

We had lots of cattle, ponies and hogs; in fact
we had everything & man needed on the farm. We‘¥iyed on
the ferm until my Husband died. We raised all the corn
we%need;d and I had lots of chickens.

When Mother was living.she would mske all the corn

bread we ate--she would put corn in a morter snd beat the

corn until the husk would come of n she would sift it

-

through a sifter made out of cain/switches plaited to-

gether leaving a space between them where the husk went

a -~ k) s
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through, leaving the corn in the sifésr; she would keep
beating the cormuntil it was made into meal--it was called
Tanchi Puleska. By the same method she would meke shuck
bread (Bana ha), then she would maske hominy éTandhilobona.)
This was made by boiling some fresh hog bones wish the corn.
Sometimes she would make some hominy that was called {(Holh-
poni heuwashka) sour hominy, and also Pulaska hsuwashka
gsour bread. jil these were made out of corm; in fact she
éoéid meke several other eats out of corn and it was fine
eating.

I and my husband us& Yo cenp at those big meetings
vhich lasted about three‘or f;ur days ,we would kill hogs
and beef and get everything ready,then we would go and camp
and feed the people that came to the meeting; there used to
be lots of Indians then and it took right smart feed to
feed them, but we had Rots Qf hogs, cattle so 1t did not cost
us very much. 1 wish the couniry was back like 1t was then.
The Indiens are all about gone now, not many left, died out.

Our trading post at Paris, Texas. My husbend
would go asbout twfcefa yaar after\groceriea. He would get
enough to last ﬁs until he got ready to go again. Aftor'the
Prisco railroad went through this country then we traded

near home for there were several 1little stores put up

along the railroad. I think the railroad went through
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about 1887 or 1888, I just don't remember just when.

The Indien Cry,as the white people called it,
was just a memorial aftef an Indian died. They would
have very little ceremény over him when he was buried.
After about six months, or meybe & year after he had
been buried, then his kin-folkslwould set a date for his

memorial, notify all the Indians they can that they are

\‘ v
going to have & memorial on a certain day, then they

‘ would fix for it. They would kill a beef or a hog or
two, get plentyvto eat for the night‘before the date set
the whole counfry would come out and camp for the night.
They would feed their suppér, and after supper: they would
have‘preaching. The ﬂext day et the hour set for tﬁe
memorial they wouid ring a cow bell for the@ allzgzt to
the place‘wbare ths memorial was to be ﬁad. The preach-
er ‘would preach the memorial at about eleven o'clock.

It was the most sadiesimeeting anyone would attend.

They would go over to the grave, get around it and every-
body cried. After that they 3B$¥ would be called to dinner;
after dinner they would all go home. The Indigns called
it Ayuksho. | N

I have had severzsl childran--all of them are desd.

My last son died a few yesrs sgo. He went over to Frauce
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snd served his country, got gassed, came home. He never

¢

daid get over the gas he go% in his lungs. I em sorry and

* ealso glad that I had a son that fought for his country,

made a brave soldier. ‘ o
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