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Indian Bell Gams ©
As t0ld by Sammel Perry,
* Full Blood Shawnee, _
. 40950, Maybelle, Tulsa,)kla.

e This gam; was usually played at their getherinz érouﬁds,
whers thei met for their various danceé, 6r sports.
They woyld put two poles at each eﬁd.of_t*e playing
. field which gas about 75 yards longe These would serve
as g6a1 postse They then would divide the crowd, the men
playing on one side, and the women on the other. Before
the étarting of -the game, the Ch¢d” would make : talk, ox-
plaihing the .game, or rules, ané Would tell themllt was
all in.fun, end that there was not to be aﬁy hard feel=
ings, regardless of how the game endade He then would

appoint an umpire, who would sit on the =it oa the side

line to marik or kee~ the score. This was done with sticks,
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He would have eizht sticks, £ar e ch side, and as each

4

eide maie © roint, or s-ore, he woull STI6K up ome Of ~——

’

the sticks indieating the ssore, and.*he aide getiing

eight scores first was deelared the winnere The hall
used was » home made ball, mede of rags and covered
with buck skin, and about the size of our present day

fndoor balle

When all ;as.rgghy, the Chief.would take the ball

[,



‘ PERRY, SAMOWL. INTERVIEW, ‘
. . © ‘;‘ 5
' 115
, ?
%o the center of the fleld snd toss 1t up, =nd then
‘the geme was on., The men were required to kick the -
. ball through to the geal line, but the womén threw
or tossed the ball from one to the ather and passed
it through the goal line in that manner;and the side »
kioking or nassins the ball through the goal posts
elght timesfirst, won the game, All present who
wanted to nla , or co 1d be ;ccomIQBted on the field,

were welcome %0 pleye
/
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\ THE BUEFALD DANCE
by .
Samel Perry, Pull Blood Shewnee. .
"As told to me by my grandfather John pgrry."

The Buffalo Dance, as celebrated in the early days,

folloved within e few days after the Green Corp Dances This

Green "orc Deftee was usually held the 1at§ér nart of asugust,
and a short time*latgr, a few days only, came the suffalo
Jances In.fact, the people who had gathered for and at-
tended tgq Green Corn Dan&e, sﬁayeﬁ on to ce;ebr;te ﬁhe
‘Buffalé Dances - | ‘
A few of the'bes¥ marksmen wére chose. t0 hunt tpe
xbuffalo and bring.in the kill. They ngld loc.te the herd,

which in the esrly daye wss not hard to find, ang swould

ride into the herd, whieh usually stam eded bn sight of the

hunters, and the chase would begin. The hunter had'to be
L8 '

L .

‘wgs, and of aourse had to use both Lands when shoot-
: .

ing tre péﬁ and arrsow, which was used to ﬁ}ll the buffalo.

Zach hunter would pick out his animﬁl, ~nd ride up
to his side, and shoot his arrax, or arrﬁwé, if more than

¢ 7.8 necessary, into the side of the buffalo, back of its

shoulder. These usually penetrated, znd while the beast did-

't £211 immediately, he rarely ever went more than a 100 or

"00 yards ﬁntil hs did. The hunter kept wateh and when the

8¢ rider as well as an expert shot, as they raide +ithe
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t@re herd had passed, wouid go up and finish his work, if
need be. The meat was then carried into eemp, prenared for

eating by the women of the tribe, 4nd when blessed by the

Ghief, was nlaced in the center of the camp and psrtaken -f,

1”2
.

Then tn the music of the drums, and singing of théir songs,
_suitable for the occasion the dancing would begin. This
pas usually late in the afternnon, so daneing and eating -
would cnﬁtinue all night, stopping at intervals to eat and
Jeste i R
Later, after the buffalo had disappeared, eattle
were killed and barbeaued. In fact, that is the meot used
now in gelebrating the Buffalo Dances

The buffaloes were fat along asbout éhg_first of
September or last of August, when thia‘dnﬁce was‘hgld.
Cattle too, running on the range, are also fat a2t this time .

of the year.
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